
NO. MUR 242 (76)
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:

REC' D:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Internally generated

e~ . .s Jimmy CarterRe sonen 's a.-,m-

Rel'cr §9012(b) & 441a(a).

Inte p.. .. Ch ced _

-ederai AcencIe Checked:

ISlk-,\R V  CE ,L ,.- ,TOc 

MUR originated by Staftrnoti. 1f_reference in an Evans and Novark to

individuals paying $2_,500 to ride on a campaign train with Jimmy Carter.

No specific alleqations were made.

Ilk- PRE:LITARY LE'GAL ANALYSIS

There is no information set forth that indicates that the $2,500 was

received as a contribution by Jimmy Carter.

Matter might be reexamined by Reports Analysis when appropriate reports

are filed.

I!:,COM -I D.\ I ON

Close file: Refer to reports analysis.
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btam oficias ad mo(' .e O

te mocrn* Pamt Poylesl
doa e f dnks at the Willia
Penn uor er s late woay I=ht
and pOsadnd for frst im e
wt-a-m y aer might blunder

. They h"d tfinlshe thour of
wsthes long from rtew'York to

-- ites g nceivo elfduby DemocI
chairman Roefn Staus a mry

celbraio of Imminent vtory- Jn-
oit began with Carter He oR

ta reftrm, ended with. the ember-
'ta s -g furor over his Playboy MOW

uinaterview and was featured in be-
'nleen by a leaden candidate on the

stump.
" Mw vmry dayon thtrin posed
"these questions: Do Carters stumbles

.. m taxes andi sex reveal an unavoida-
bIe tendency to self-desruct? If he
tif cann" define the iues, at the

of September, can he do so by

POne widely respected Democratic.
poliican pulle his thoughts together

day7s end to reach these conclu-
The OM is not the saky

correctal campaign orgaal
* but the candidate himself; the

will turn on whether Carter's
dOsyncrasies revrs the stong na-

tiona desie for change in the White

The whistle-top tour that spwned

suth doubts was intemded to bring U-- Carteos ne en the

train ride. But the mixture Was how
feet. Carter spent mot oft he r
asloe in his pratecearaOitdJ _ o-

ken by prncryVist from VIP
n and oe quick walk

throug the train's US cars.
MoeIpotaint, te train began

withtlo are aides and Old Gad
men dn ay on the poiti-
Calamsnln of Carter's tax reform

m his Associated Press in-
tervlew. Far from being dismayed.
cart's top advisers were grateful
that President Ford's atack had de-
fined an are aligning publicans
with "the special Interests" against
"the people" But many of Carter's fel-
low -- gers e-- see

teewho mid $2"0 for ,r .
-These weol-feeted MueM Iorm Ws

sumin Carter as President would fos-
ter investment tax incentives, were
shaken not only by the AP interview
but by whistle4top oratory attacking
the "special Interet." When one rich
businessman peroalY voiced his
concern in Carter's private car, he
was reassured by the candidate and
spread the word to other apprehen-
sive money men aboard.

What worried politicians was the
impact of Carter's words on Demo-
crats unable to raise 2500. Pennsyl-
vania leaders waiting at Harrisburg

for Carr bad been chilled by "An-
u S o w eeae by Carter' Impre

cise er0 on tax reform. Their
dilu rned to a deep freeze.
AtMerl stops in New York, New

ero-y and Pennsylvania, Carter re.-
pa= his month-ong empbas on
the gosevelt-Truman Democratic
tradition but stirred little audience re-
spOse. A large crowd at the state cap-
ito in Harrsburg seemed eager to re.
spond but was deadened by a faulty
loudspeaker system and the rapid-fire
monotone of an apathetic Carter.
After four minutes dwelling on the
exploits of Roosevelt and Truman,
Carter made his soak-the-rich tax
pitch but quit after an 11-minute
speech when the rain started.

Carter managed to perk up both
himself and the crowd at later sta-'
tion, particularly during an exuber-
ant stop In Johnstown. But by then,
copies of his astounding interview
with Playboy circulated through the
train.

That this interview was a dreadful
mistake the Old Guard and Carter's
inner circle basically agreed. His ad-
visers privately expressed fear that
press secretary Jody Powells lauda-
ble policy of universal access to the
candidate had backfired. The old
guardsmen felt more disbelief than
fear. "I cannot believe this," com-
mented one nationally prominent
Democrat as he read the Playboy tear-

wl~l~sall bisafl

aot 7 O.-k* WMlal

obdscred by
heo

hoevr oUt ne"

Indeed, O oadc d:iest+ Of
Lyndon a. Johnson bar the

tee's Phw immi ' Of
a "ly ingnd
Johnson at the same tthey were
iening to Carter's e* platform

prais of the last tic Presi-
dent. LBJ lyiss Nwnin this
might co Carter fthus demanded

an apology-
Lyndon Johnson's pribity conme-

quently Joined the poi=tl power of
Catholde bishops, abortm, Clarence

elleWs valances, the Burger court,
IIbutin of income ttrough tax

reform, and sexual mores as extra-
neous isum obscuring Democratic
discontent with the ecommy and Re-
publican a Iln aos While Demo-
cratic v M believe those is-
sue are strong enough to defeat Mr.
Ford, Carter' perfomane has intrv-
duced an dement of doubt.
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