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NO. MUR 242 (76)
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:

REC'D:
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.
Complzinaznt's Name: _Internally generated
Resocndzntz's :lzna: Jimmy Carter
Relswvar- Statu-o: §9012(b) & 44la(a). ) .
Intar~z1 2=n0r=:s Checked

Fedaral Sgaencizs Checxed:
e

' SUMMARY CF ALLESATION

PRAFPUAIE s L SR Y

S MUR originated by Staff notice of reference in an Evans and Novark to

-~

individuals paying $2,500 to ride on a_campaign train with Jimmy Carter.

C-.

No specific allegations were made. o
™~
™~ o T

PRELININARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

There is no information set forth that indicates that the $2,500 was

received as a contribution by Jimmy Carter.

Matter might be reexamined by Reports Analysis when appropriate reports

are filed.

RECOMMENDATION

Close file: Refer tc reports analysis.

Dato of pleoxt Commission Ravicw:
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Rowland Evans and Robert No

PITTSBURGH—Political leaders, la-

Penn Hotel here late Monday night

and pondered for the first time

whether Jimmy Carter might blunder

into defeat.

-~ They bad just finished 15 hours of

whistlestopping from New York to
conceived by Democratic

victory. In-

it began with Carter’s gaffe on

tax reform, ended with the embar-
MYasing furor over his Playboy maga-
gine interview and was featured in be-
“twea by & leaden candidate on the

F-. mwearydayonthemm;)ooed
thelequesticns: Do Carter’s stumbles

[~ ble tendency to self-destruct? If he
cannot define the issues at the
g&mm,mhedowby

ov. 27

One widely

pulled his thoughts together

Nt day's end to reach these conclu-

The problem is not the shaky

correctable campaign organi-

but the candidate himself the

n will turn on whether Carter’s

idiosyncrasies reverse the strong na-

tional desire for change in the White
House.

The whistlestop tour that spawned

Carter’s Stumb

| .on taxes and sex reveal an unavoida-

Democratic.

such doubts was intended to bring tu
gother Carter’s newcomers and the
party Old Guard, who arranged the
train ride. But the mixture was imper-
fect. Carter t most of the ride
alone in his te car, a solitude bro-
ken by perfunctory visits from VIP
passengers and omne quick walk
through the train’s 13 cars.

More important, the train began
with the Carter aides and Old Guards-
men disagreeing sharply on the politi-
cal meaning of Carter's tax reform
statements in his Associated Press in-
terview. Far from being dismayed,
Carter's top advisers were grateful
that President Ford’s attack had de-
fined an area aligning Republicans
with “the interests” against
“the people.” But many of Carter's fel-

low passengers disagreed
tho -_.,. )

as-
suming Carter as President would fos-
ter investment tax incentives, were
shaken not only by the AP interview
but by whistiestop oratory attacking
the “special interests.” When one rich
businessman personally voiced his
concern in Carter’s private car, he
was reassured by the candidate and
spread the word to other apprehen-
sive money men aboard.

What worried politicians was the
impact of Carter’s words on Demo-
crats unable to raise $2,500. Pennsyl-
vania leaders waiting at Harrisburg

lg, s on the Whlst,e -Stop

for Carter had been chilled by insin.

' ustions, generated by Carter’s impre-

cise remarks, on tax reform. Their
chill soon turned to a deep freeze.
. At earlier stops in New York, New

Jersey and Pennsylvania, Carter re-

peated his montb-long emphasis on
the Roosevelt-Truman Democratic
tradition but stirred little audience re-
sponse. A large crowd at the state cap-
itol in Harrisburg seemed eager to re-
spond but was deadened by a faulty
Joudspeaker system and the rapid-fire
monotone of an apathetic Carter.
After four minutes dwelling on the
exploits of Roosevelt and Truman,
Carter made his soak-the-rich tax
pitch but quit after an 1l-minute
speech when the rain started.

Carter managed io perk up both

himself and the crowd at later sta-

tions, particularly during an exuber-
ant stop in Johnstown. But by then,
coples of his astounding interview
with Playboy circulated through the

That this interview was a dreadful
mistake the Old Guard and Carter’s
inner circle basically agreed. His ad-
visers privately expressed fear that
press secretary Jody Powell’s lauda-
ble policy of universal access to the
candidate had backfired. The old
guardsmen felt more disbelief than
fear. “I cannot believe this,” com-
mented one nationally prominent

Democrat as he read the Playboy tear- -

sheet. “I have to think l!,wake up
and find it'sall s hoax.” =
Putungthebut!lmnﬁebtzam

train) were sppalied by reading Car-
ter’s Phyboy mm:lnn ption of
“lying” and President

Johnnonattheumeﬂmﬂneywere

listening to Carter’s vear platform
praise of the last tic Presi-
dent. LBJ loyalists, !wagning this

might cost Carter Texa, demanded
an apology.

Lyndon Johnson's ty conse-
gxently Jjoined the politieal power of

tholic bishops, abortion, Clarence
Kelley's valances, the Burger court,
redistribution of income through tax
reform, and sexual mores as extra-
neous issues Democratic
discontent with the economy and Re-
publican administration. While Demo-
cratic politicians still believe those is-
sues are strong enough to defeat Mr.
Ford, Carter's performance has intro-
duced an element of doubt.
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