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1325 K STREET N.W. N OV e 3 m76

WASHING TON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Bruce F. Vento
1534 Atlantic Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55106

Re: MUR 231 (76)

Dear Mr. Vento:

This is to advise you that the Commission has
~ voted to dismiss the complaint filed against you based
upon the achievement of voluntary compliance. I am
enclosing a copy of a certification of the Commission's

- action and the General Counsel's Report which more fully
discusses this matter.

If you have any questions, please feel free to
L contact Ms. Gloria R. Sulton, the attorney assigned to
this case on 202/382-4041.

- Sincerely yours,

o /757

™~ John G. Murphy, Jr.
™.

General Counsel

Enclosures

cc: Mr. John J. Costello %
Treasurer e RO §
Volunteers for Vento enpRAL BLEDT o b x
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

NOV 70

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Robert W. Mattson
1180 Lincoln Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

Re: MUR 231 (76)

Dear Mr. Mattson:

On November 11, 1976 , the Commission voted to
terminate its inquiry into alleged violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, by
Bruce Vento and Volunteers for Vento. The Commission
determined that substantial voluntary compliance had
been achieved.

A copy of the Commission's determination is
enclosed for your information. If you have any
questions, please contact Gloria R. Sulton (telephone

no. 202/382-4041), the attorney assigned to this matter.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

Enclosure
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

nov - 01976

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. John J. Costello
Treasurer

Volunteers for Vento

452 North Robert Street
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re: MUR 231 (76)

Dear Mr. Costello:

This is to advise you that the Commission has voted
to close the file in the above case based upon its deter-
mination that substantial, voluntary compliance has been
achieved. A copy of a certification of the Commission's
action and the General Counsel's Report is enclosead.

If you have any questions, please feel free to con-
tact Ms. Gloria R. Sulton on 202/382~4041.

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

FESERAL {;.Ecr;flf firritsaray
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Bruce Vento

-~

MUR 231 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on November 11,
1976,

the Commission determined by a vote of 5-0, that
substantial voluntary compliance has been achieved in

c the above-captioned matter. Accordingly, the file is now
o closed. Commissioner Tiernan was absent.
- A

e e
c > -3 . ) /7// /

R R R N 7 W o SN

ag Marjorie W. Emmons
ey Secretary to the Commission
™~
™~
™.

FEDERAL ELETION £ tisomy
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 231 (76)
Bruce Vento )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. Allegations
Robert W. Mattson, Congressional candidate for the
4th District of Minnesota, alleges the following:
1. Respondent Vento received a $15,000 loan from
his treasurer which he subsequently lent to his committee
in violation of 2 U.S.C. §§434(b) (5) and 44la(a) (1) (A).
2. Respondent violated 2 U.S.C. §434(b) by failing to

fully disclose proceeds from several fundraising events.

II. Evidence

l. Complainant in a notarized complaint dated September 9,
1976, with an attached news article related the transaction
between Mr. Vento and his campaign treasurer, John J.
Costello.

Mr. Vento in a request for an advisory opinion dated
September 10, 1976 acknowledges receipt of a $15,000 loan
from John J. Costello on August 24, 1976 which he then lent
to his committee on September 3, 1976. He sought an opinion

as to whether this transaction violated the Federal Election

Laws.

FEBERAL FLECTION COMMISSION

OFFIIAL FiLE COPY
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A review of the reports on file discloses a telegram

from Volunteers for Vento dated September 3, 1976 which
reports the $15,000 loan. The post-election candidate
report filed by Mr. Vento lists a contribution from him
in the amount of $15,000. He does not disclose the

original source of the loan.

Mr. Costello, in a response to this allegation dated
October 8, 1976 states that the $15,000 loan was a personal
loan to Mr. Vento; that Mr. Vento subsequently decided to

use the money in his campaign for additional media coverage;

that there were no outstanding debts of the committee at

the time the loan was made. Mr. Vento attaches evidence
of repayment on September 29,1976.

(See attached reply).
Upon further telephone inquiry to Mr. Costello and

review of the candidate's post-primary report with him,
Mr. Costello agreed to submit an amended report for that
period to properly disclose the source of the $15,000 loan

and a subsequent bank loan, a part of which was used to
repay Mr. Costello.

d Q-f!

:-'I"Ir:-g

report. ‘-',..?\_c"{aé:’:
2 =2

2. Complainant lists a number of fundraising events _, r"§§
—ﬂ—c;

which he alleges were not reported by respondent. =

Mr. Costello along with his October

8, 1976 reply,
submitted an amended pre-primary report which lists on
Schedule D,

103 TVEINE3
1

i

4

Ko salitied

!

13

line 15c the events which complainant delineated




with the exception of an event held August 30, 1976,
which is reported in the post-election report. (See
attached amendment and Schedule D from the post-election
report.)
III. Analysis and Recommendation

l. While Mr. Costello's characterization of the
loan as "personal" is not dispositive of whether it is
a contribution or not, other factors tend to support a
finding that the loan was a contribution. The loan was
made 21 days before the primary and Mr. Vento subsequently
lent the exact amount to his campaign committee. This loan
has been repaid and the amended candidate's report for
the post-primary period accurately reflects the sources
of all loans as required by §104.2(b) (5) of the proposed
regulations which construe 2 U.S.C. §434(b) (2).

Based upon a reading of recent opinions issued by the
Commission (see AO 1976-70 and AO 1976-84), the $15,000
loan from Mr. Costello was a contribution in violation of the
limits of 2 U.S.C. §44la. 1In view of the fact that the loan
has been repaid and full disclosure has been achieved, I

recommend that no further action be taken.

Et"‘(ﬂ':‘ F‘, (n-‘ .h ?‘
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2. The failure to report the fundraising events
apparently stemmed from a misunderstanding of the proper
reporting of ticketed events. The attached amended pre-
primary report and the post-election report of Volunteers
for Ventc have identified these events on the appropriate

schedule.

It is our recommendation that the file be closed

with respect to this allegation.

IV. Conclusion

Close the file based upon substantial, voluntary

compliance. Send the attached letters.

OHN G. MU Y,
eneral Counsel

DATE: Hf] 4 l 10 ey pO TSSO

Ly leit 1
¢ I8 L u "“l'JJ
[} ;‘ l:. W ‘T'““l l




“John J. Costello

CC = ¥72

/CE 23/
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Q. o ' /‘« .U
‘.‘\‘:";.:, : .\.-ECT
i, ,,a..‘;,‘,,& / FOR VENTO
orth Robert Sireet
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

o
9 Alpo CHAIRPERSON
cm:& Joseph E. Karth
CO-CHAIRPERSONS

Matt Morelli -
Dick Long

TREASURER
John J. Contello

[ Mo

for CONGRESS

27 October 1976

ORIG T2/
LCOPY TO-<< |

Ms. Gloria R. Sulton
Federal Flection Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear floria:

Enclosed is an amended Renort of Receinots and Expenditures
for a Candidate for the October 14 filine. It is as I
described it on the telephone, and I have not filed it
with the Clerk of the House.

If vou have anyv questions, please call me and I'll be
happv to help in anv wav possible.

Sincerely,

B R R EaC T D g L

Treasurer ‘ en s i ;

Volunteers for Vento 5555  1 ﬂ@;f S
2120 American National Bank Buildine 0 f“:*'iﬁiL hﬁ#r
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 rktﬁfﬂ“mmlfmmﬂl

>0



Report of Receipts and Expenditures

recrom 3 for a Candidate or Committee

Federail Election Commission
1329 K Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20463

Supporting any Candidate(s) for

i

Nomination or Election to Federal Office’76 0

F "';'*’AL LLCCTION

\’I

¢9 M0 Y

7

rncords with respect to esch election.

Note: Committess suthorized by a candidete to receive contributions end make expenditures in connection with more than one slection must mmmin separate

1(a) Name of Candidate or Committee (in full) J Check if name or address is changed 2 identification Number
4th District Minnesota
Bruce F. Vento 3(s) (s this a report of receipts and expenditures
{b) Address {number and street) for only one election? (1 Yes & No
1534 e:] antic Street {b) 11 “'ves,” tor which election?
= on
‘g't?l lu mguzgno:sota 55106 (general, primery, runaft) (date)
4 Type of Report (Check upofopri(io)box and complete, if applicable) (o) O Janusry 31 Yesr End Report
(o) B AmenamentFor V27 (e} O July 10 Quarterly Report () O Monthly Report
(Which report) (d) 0 October 10 Quarterty Report (Month)
(b) O April 10 Quarterily Report o, (g} OJ Termination Report
(h) O Tenth day report preceding electionon ___________ in the State of
{primery, generei or convention) {dete)
(i) B8 Thirtieth day report following Primary eiection on ._M in the State of Minnesota
arimary (date)
Candidate or Committee Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
S Covering Period: From Through
Column A Column B
Section A - Cash Balance Summary This Period Calender Year-To-Date
6 Cashonhand January 1,19 76 . 1 none
7 Cash on hand at beginning Of rePOrting PEFIOT . . . . . . v o v v v et e e e e $ none
8 Total receipts (from 1ine 19) . . .. .ttt e e e e s 39,150,00 |s .. 39,500.00
- g up‘:"t"‘(""\i
(s Subtotal (Add lines 7and8) ... . ......... prne R LEVIATIOL W enie & s 39,.150.00 |$
i ‘N; A :‘%-g‘ ', ,\»;{
' 23
9 Total expenditures (From line25) .. .......... .l,-; RELIY 3. fikl, vt L ........ 39,150,00 (S .. .. 39,500.00.
ENERAL COUNSE
10 Cash on hand at close cf reporting period (Subtract lmc& &L\ﬁinuf 8“ ..................... S none $ » non’
11 Contributed items on hend 1o be liquidated (attach itemized tist) . ... ........ s _hone
Section B - Presidential Campaign E xpenditures Subject to Limitation - Summary
{To Be Used Only By Presidential Candidates Receiving Federal Funds)
12 Operating expenditures (from line 20). . ... .. e e e e e e e e L S
13 Refunds snd Rebates (from line 17) . . . .. ... . . . . i ittt it e . T | s ________________
14 (a) Expenditures subject to limitation (Subtract line 13 fromiine 12) . . ... ................ H S
{b) Expenditures from prior yesrs subject 10 liMitation . . . . . .. ottt e e s
{e) Total expenditures subject to limitation (Add lines 14aand 14b} . ... ... .............. $
| certify that | have examinea this Report, and to the best of mv knowuduo and bollnPTl"? trud, correct ana complno
=53 G i T glRe/7s

{Typed Name of Treasurer or Candidate) ,(Slgnnuu of Treasurer or Candidete)

§441) (See reverse sige of form)

{Date)

Note: Submission of false, erroneous, or incompiete infarmation may subject the person signing this Report to the penalties of 2 us.c. §437g or

- ission
,Fo' 'w"f.' Federal Election Commissio Any information reported herein may not be copied for sale or use by any person for purposes
information 1325 K Street, N.W. of soliciting contributions or for sny commercisl purposs.
Contact: Washington, D.C. 20463 9 :




Fec rorm 3
¥ 1976 .
O etion ¢ Detailed Summary Schedule of Receipts and Expenditures
1325 K Street, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20463 [Page 2'
Name gf ittes REPOR T PERI
T '8:%3" ento 4th district Minnesota FROM: T ﬁ%i?%s ”E E TBM/76
Column A Column B
PART 1 - RECEIPTS This Period Calendar year-to-date
18 Contributions and other Income: ‘
{a) Itemized (use Scheduis A) .. ......... e e et e [ 150' 00
{b) Unitemized . .. ........... RN e ettt et e e S
(¢) Sales and Collections Included Above:
) - none
List by event on memo le D ($ )
(d) Subtotal of contributions and Other iNCOME@ . . . ..o v vvn o v et ennnnn e, N $ 150,00 (s 5‘00 . OQ_
18 Loans and Loan Repayments Received: ' : '
(8) 1temized (Use SCHOAUI® A) . .. oot ettt et et et et ettt e e e S, ... 39’000 0o ’
L (D) Unitemized . .. ... e e e S .
{c) Subtote! of 08NS aNC 108N rEPAYMENTS r@CEIVET . . . . . . . . oo v r e it e in e S 39,000,000 (s 39.000,00
17 Refunds, Rebates, Returns Received: : :
(8) Itemized (Use SCNEAUIB Al . . oot ittt ittt e it e e e e e S
r (b) Unitemized .......... e et e et e e e e e e S .
{c) Subtotal Of refunds, reDBTES, FETUMS . . . . . . ..t vttt it ot et i et et e e none $ none
- 18 Transfers in:
(a) From Affiliated Committee (itemize on Schedule A Regardiess of Amount) .. . ... ........ S
-~ (b) From other Committees (itemize on Schedule A Regardlessof Amount) .. .............. S )
(C) SUDTOEI OF LraNSFRIS IM . . . o ittt et ittt e e e e e e S none s none
-~ 0 .
~ T9 Total ROCEIDIE . . .. . oot ittt ie et et e e S 39,150.00 $ 39,500.00 .
~= |PART 11 . EXPENDITURES o
-+ |20 Operating Expenditures (Committeas Not Receiving Federal Funds Inciude Fundraising, Legal and )
Accounting Expenditures!:
— (0) ltemized (use Schedule B) . . . . . . . .. e S 150' 00 -
: (D) UMITBMIZOO . . . .t ot ettt e e e e e S :
- {¢) Subtotai of operating expenditures 150,00 | s - 5_0_0;99_
21 independent Expenditures {use Scheduie E) o none !S none
v | 22 Loans, Loan Repayments, and Contribution Refunds Mad b ‘l‘ L ] -
{a) Itemized (use Schedule Bl . . ... . ... ..... ... . . i.o) Uie bin s L. 39,000,00
— (b) Unitemized . .. ... ..c.oovnerinneeeenensnn DFHCE O‘E G[AL'{}: ls .. .
: {c) Subtotal of loans and ioan repayments made and contribution refunds $ _39,000.00s 39,000.00
23 For Use Only By Presidential Campaigns Receiving Federal Funds: Exempt Fundraising, Legal and -
M~ Accounting Expenditures:
(a) Itemized (use Schedule B) . . . . . . ... L. e e e e e e S .
™~ (D) UNitemiZed . . .. ..ottt e e e et $ =
{c) Subtotal of fundraising EXPENITUIES . . . . . . <. o v tvn ettt e S none s noae
24 Transters Out: -
(al To Aftiliated Committee (Itemize on Schedule B Regardlessof Amount) . ............... S
(bl To Other Committees {Itemize on Schedule B Regardless of Amount) . . ... ............. L -
(6] SubTOTAl Of traNSers OUL . .. i it it e e e e e $ none $ none
25 Total EXpeNnditures .. .. ..o et tne e e e P S 39, 150.00($ 39,500.00
PART IIl - DEBTS AND OBLIGATIONS
26 Debts and obligations owed to the Committee (Itemize alt on Schedule Cl .. ... ... ......... 's 24,000.00
27 Debts and obligations owed by the Committee (Itemizeall on Schedule C) . . . ... ... ......... 's 24.000.00
y .
PART IV - RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES, NET OF TRANSFERS TO AND FROM
AFFILIATED COMMITTEES -
28 Total Receipts (from line 1) . . . . . .. ittt it it e e e e e e $ 399 150,00
29 Transfers In {fromline 18(a)). . . .. .o it i e e e e e 2
30 Net Receipts (Subtract line 29 from in@ 28) . . . . . ..o o ittt e e e e $ 39 150.00
31 Total Expenditures (from line 25) . . . . . . oot it i e $ 39 ) 150.00 -
32 Transtersout (from line 241a)) . . . . .. ... . ot S
33 Net Expenditures (Subtract line 32 from line 31) . . .. ... ... ... . ...ttt $ 39.150 00]
’ .




L3yt

Schedule A

July 1976

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W,

Contribut
Rebates; and-Transfers for Line

Washington, D.C. 20463

Numbers 15,

Itemized Receipts,
ions, Ticket Purchases, Loans,

16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3

(see Instructions on back)

Page of _,1___ for
LINE NUMBER ______13a

{Usae separate schedule(s) for sach
numbered line)

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

BRUCE F. VENTO

4th district Minnesota

Full Name, meiling address and ZIP code

Bruce F, Vento
1534 Atlantic Avenue

Amount of esch
receipt this period

150.00

Date (month,
day, year)

Sept.

Principal place of Business ] )

Qccupation

Candidate for Congress

[0 Check it Contributor is seif-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date »S

Full Name, meiling address and ZIP code

Amount of each
receipt this period

Date (month,
day, veer)

Principel place of business

Occupation

O Check if Contributor is seif-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date »Ss

Full Neme, mailing address and ZIP code

Amount of each
recept this period

Date (month,
day, year)

. .-ﬂ-u\u npp(“‘rn-rwl
: l

\_.< A

F"'* PAL T

ninh.] i r'_ ;.;{

Py

Principel place of business QOccupation
O Check it Contributor s self -employed
Aggregate Year-to-date . . ... ... | »s |
Full Name, mailing address and Z1P code Date (month, Amount of each
day, year) receipt this period

Principal place of business

Qccupation

UFHEE OF GENCRAL DCURSEL

[0 Check it Contributor is seif employed

Aggregate Year-todate . .. .. ... ‘Ls

-

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Amount of each
receipt this perod

Date (month,
day, vear)

Principal place of business

Occupation
3 Check if Contributor is selt-employed
Aggregate Year-to-date . . N

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Amount ot each
receipt this period

Date (month,
day, vear)

Principa! place of business

Occupation

0  Check it Contributor 1s seif-emoloyed

Aggregate Year-to-date . . »s

Subtotal of receipts this page (optional)

150.00

Total this period (last page this line number only)

150,00




Schedule A

July 1976

Federal Election Commission
1329 K Street, N.W,
Washington, 0.C. 20463

Itemized Receipts,

Contributions,

Ticket Purchases, Loans,

Rebates, and Transfers for Line
Numbers 15, 16, 17 and/or 18 of FEC Form 3

(see Instructions on back)

o

Page _ 1__ _of &

LINE NUMBER

numbered line)

for

16a

(Use separate schedule(s) for each

e

7

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

BRUCE F, VENTO

4th district Minnesota

Full Name, mailing address and ZiP code

Date (month,

John J, Costello, 2177 Stanford,
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

Bruce F. Vento ¢ - day, year)
1534 Atlantic Street 8/26/76
__St. Payl, Minnesota 53106
Principe! piace of business . .. | Occupstion
Note: Amount from unsecured, 87%,| personal loan from

O Check it Contributor is setf-employed

Aggregate Year-to-date [ XJ

Amount of esch
receipt this period

15,000.00

Full Name, mailing address and Z1P code
Bruce F. Vento
1534 Atlantic Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55106

day, vear)

9/29/76

Pr Ipla f business
"Note: “A%o&;'x"t from unsecured bank

Northwestern State Bank
875 Minnehaha Ave. E.
St., Paul, Minnesota

Occupation
loan (no guarantors)

O  Check it Contributor s self empicyed

Aggregate Year-to-date »s

Date imonth,

Amount of each
receipt this period

24,000, 00

Date (month,

Amount of each

Principal place of business

O Check it Contributor is self employed

Aggregate Year-todate | X

Full amount of bank loan $25,000.00 day, vear) receipt this period
Principal place of business Occupation
T Check it Contributor s seif-empioyed
Aggregate Year-to-date . pS
Fuil Name, mailing address and Z!P code Date (month, | Amount of each
day, year) receipt this perod

Full Narme, mailing address and ZIP code

day, vear)

Principal place of business

Occupation

O Check it Contributor s self-employed

Aggregate Year-to-gate . . .ps

Date (month,

Amount of each
receipt this period

Full Name, mailing address and Z!P code

Date (month,

Amount of each

day, year) receipt this perwod
Principal place of business .| Occupation
{0  Check i Contributor 15 self-emploved
Aggregate Year-to-date . . ... . ... »S
Subtotal of receipts this Page (OPtIONAI) . . . . . . . . it e e » S 19 000 00
Total this period {last pege this liNe NUMBEr ONIY) . . . . . ... oottt it e »| $39,000.00




Itemized Expenditures
Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers
for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3

Schedule B

July 1976

Federal Election Commission
1323 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

P Lot 1 tor

LINE NUMBER 2la

{Use ssperate schedule(s) for each

(see Instructions on back) numberad line)

Name of Candidate or Committes in full
BRUCE F., VENTO 4th district Minnesota

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date {month, Amount of eech expend.
Volunteers for Vento 060526 day, yeer) ture this period
2120 .American National Bank Bldg. Loan unsecured, 9/3/76 15, 000,00
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 8% demand

Full Name, mailing sddress and ZIP code a Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expendi
John J. Costello dey, yeer) ture this period
2177 stanford Avenue Personal loan repaid 9/29/76 15, 000,00

St. Paul, Minnesota 55105

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Purpose of Expenditure

Oate (month,

Amount of esch expend

- Volunteers for Vemto 060526 day, yesr) ture this period
= 2120 American National Bank Bldg. Loan unsecured, 9/30/76 9,000.00
- St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 8% demand
™~
. Full Name, mailing address and Z1P code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of ssch expend.
-~ day, year) ture this period
fanl
— Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expend
) day, year) ture this period
\':'i"
&~ Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Ex'pondiqtgrob U Date (month, Amount of each expenc
- Lrpraat mEEemay or HEALAY day, year} ture this period
- prieiat £ A0y
E:‘- ViGuie Fikh Wi
et e rarem AT O £
AF7ICE or GENCRAL CUURSEL

Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code

Purpose of Expenditure

Date (month,

Amount of each expenc

day, year} ture this period
Full Neme, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Data {month, Amount of each expenc
I day, year) ture this period

Subtotal of expenditures this page (optional)

$ 39,000.00

Total this period (last page this line number only)

s 39,000.00




' Schedule B Itemized Expenditures Poge L of 1 for
July 1976 Campaign Fundraising, Loans, and Transfers

Federal Election Commission
1323 K Street, N.W.
washington, 0.C. 20463

for Lines 20, 22, 23, and/or 24 of FEC Form 3

LINE NUMBER

20a

(Use separate schedulels) for each

(see Instructions on beck) numbered line)
Name of Candidste or Committee in full
BRUCE F. VENTO 4th district Minnesota
Full Name, mailing address and 21P code Purposa of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of ssch expendi-
Bruce F. Vento day, yeer} ture this period
1534 Atlantic Street Estimated cost of Sept. 150.00
St. Paul, Minnesota 55106 parking, auto, etc,
Full Name, mailing eddress and 21P code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of esch expendi-
day, yeer) ture this period
Full Name, mailing address and Z21P code Purpose of Expenditure Dets (month, Amount of esch expendi-
e day, yesr) ture this period
o~
A
o™l
e~ Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of esch expendi-
’ day, year} - ture this period
~
o
= Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expend:-
day, vear) ture this period
™~
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of each expendi-
™ day, year) ture this period
~iptf
:" F oy A
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code Date (month, Amount of sach expendi-
day, year) ture this period
Full Name, mailing address and 2!P code Purpose of Expenditure Date (month, Amount of sach expend:
- day, year) ture this period
Subtotal of expenditures this Page (0PTIONAI). . . . . o ottt ettt e et e e » |3 150.00
Total this period (last page this line number only). . . . . . ... ... ...ttt e » s 150.00




Debts and Obligations for

Schedule C

July 1976

Federal Election Commission
1323 K Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20463

Line Numbers 26 and/or 27 of FEC Form 3

(see Instructions on beck)

1

Pa'o__._o!_i.'_..'u

LINENUMBER _____25
{Use separate schedulels) for each

numbered line)

Name of Candidate or Committes in full Amount of Original
Cumulative Payment To | Outstanding Balance at
BRUCE F, VENTO 4th district Minn, Debt, Contract, Agras- Date Ciose of This Pariod
ment, or Promise
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date (month, |$ $ $
obligation day, vear)
Volunteers for Veato 060526
2120 American National Bank Bldg. 9/3/76 15,000.00 15,000.00
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 9/30/76 9,000.00 9,000.00
Full Name, maiting sddress and ZIP code, and nsture of Date (month, | $ S S
obligstion day, yeer)
Full Name, mailing address and Z!P code, and nature of Date (month, | § 4 S
obligation day, year)
~
Fuil Name, mailing address and Z!P code, and nature of Date {month, |$ S s
-~ obligation day, year)
-~
— Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of I Date (month, | $ $ H
. obligation | dey, year|}
— ?
hY
o
~ Full Name, mailing address and Z1P code, and nature of Date {month, '$ S S
obligation day, yesr) . e S -r.g\,':]‘\',
IS (A : i W1 1
3 N ST &,Jf\']
Uiiilinl fick bul
| QEEL0E OF BEERAL SCUNSEL
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of | Date {month, |§ s $
obligation ] day, year)
i
‘\ —
Full Name, maiiing address and ZIP code, and nature of | Date (month, | $§ i$ s
obligation ‘ day, year)
Subtotais this period this page (OPLONAI). . ... ... ... ... .coo..... » |$ 24,000.00 |s s 24,000.00
Total this period {last page this line numberonly) ... ................ > |s 24,000.00 |s $ 24,000.00

Carry outstanding balance only, to appropriate line of summary.




Debts and Obligations for
i?;ivl-c Line Numbers 26 and/or 27 of FEC Form 3

Federal Election Commission
1323 K Street, N.W.

washington, D.C. 20463 (see Instructions on beck)

=

l’m—_-l M...L_fu

LINE NUMBER

26

(Use separate schedule(s) for each

numbered ling)

Na ¢ Candidate or Committee in full ;
me of Cand O:::" g:::.g":‘::. Cumulative Payment To | Outstanding Balance at
BRUCE F, VENTO 4ch district Minm. ment. or Promise Date Close of This Period
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date {month, | $ [ ] s
obligation day, vear)
Bruce F. Vento
1534 Atlantic Street 9/29/76 24,000.00 24,000,00
St. Paul, Minnesota 55106
(Northwestern State Bank)
Full Neme, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date (month, | $ $
obligation day, year}
Full Name, mailing address and 2P code, and nature of Oate (month, | $ ['s s
obligation day, year)
.-~
~
‘.‘..'
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date (month, | $ H
- - obligstion day, year) |
-~ 1
: |
c ! | |
— Fuill Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of rDau {month, S S I £
obligation ' gay, year) ‘
|
™~ Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of | Date (month, | § F (RAY Frrefiquepruiintiny S
obligation day, year) r‘.-- 3 2 i -
. Lir
| .
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date (month,“ S Ts [
obligation day, year) ;
{
Full Name, mailing address and ZIP code, and nature of Date (month, |$ } H s
obtligation day, vear) !
i
Subtotals this period this page (optional) . . ............. ... ... .. ] 24 ,000,00 i $ L $  24.000.00
2
Total this period (last page this line numberoniy) ... ......... ... ... » |S 24,000,00 IL l $  24.000.00
. .

Carry outstanding balance only, to appropriate line of summary.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

neT O%?D’Q

Mr. Andrew Engebretson
304 McCall Building
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re: Bruce Vento

Dear Mr. Engelbretson:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter dated
October 11, 1976, with respect to a complaint filed by
Robert Mattson against Bruce Vento.

The mandate of §437g(a) (3) (B) of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, (the Act)
states that "any notification or investigation . . .
shall not be made public by the Commission or by any
person without the written consent of the verson
receiving such notification or the person with respect
to whom such investigation is made." You are, of course,
free to file a complaint concerning this matter. 1In
this connection, you may wish to examine §437g(a) (2)
of the Act and §111 of the Commission's Proposed
Regulations.

We appreciate, nevertheless, your bringing this
matter to our attention.

Sincerely yours,

William C. Oldaker
Assistant General Counsel
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VOLUNTEERS FOR VENTO
452 North Robert Street
Saint Poul, Minnesota 35101

HONORARY CMAIRPERSON
Congremman Jossph . Karth

CO-CHAIRPERSONS

Matt Morelll
Dick Long

TREASURER
John J. Costello

for CONGRESS i

8 October 1976

Ms. Glorial Sultan

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION k
1325 K Street, N.W. f“ Yoy
Washington, D, C. 20463 LETF e A

[ el X
e ney F.’r."'f','v"fi ﬂﬂlp';v\ns,‘
- ELERTICN DOMMISS N

Occisi gr GLiifzal COUNSEL

v Lihs

RE: MUR 231 (76)
Dear Ms. Sultan: 78?81’8

In reply to your letter dated September 28, 1976, and received by
us on September 30, 1976, we submit the following:

1. Loan to Committee from Bruce F. Vento

On September 3, 1976, Mr. Vento made a loan in the
amount of $15,000.00 at 8% on demand to his principal
campaign committee. At the time this loan was made,
the committee had no debts and no committments for
media expenditures. The loan was made to the committee
by Mr. Vento for the purpose of increasing media
coverage during the last week of the primary election
campaign. It is a regular business practice in this
area (St. Paul, Minnesota) to require political
organizations to supply cash with order for purchase
of media.

On August 24, 1976, John J. Costello made a personal
loan in the amount of $15,000.00 to Bruce F. Vento,
the purpose of this loan was personal. This loan
was repaid, with interest, prior to receipt of your
letter. The funds used to repay this loan were
proceeds from a bank loan made personally to Bruce
F. Vento. Attached is a copy of the cancelled check

e B
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VOLUNTEERS FOR VENTO
452 North Robert Street
Saint Paul, Minnesota 35101

HONORARY CHAIRPERSON
Congressman Joseph E. Karth

CO-CHAIRPERSONS
Matt Morelli
Dick tong
TREASURER
John J. Costello
\—
Ms. Gloria Sultan FERTPAL Fizominsi prooaseny
8 October 1976 uwt“;:f}‘ﬂéf ¥'; e
Page 2 B'z'i'i"i;é;li, L Guiy
GFFIdl OF GENERAL BEL.3L
and a copy of the bank deposit receipt showing the
disposition of the repayment.
2, Reporting Fund Raising Events

It is not our intent to evade or defeat either the
letter or spirit of the Federal Election Campaign

Act. Our system of record keeping lists the name

and address of all contributors. We have reported
""pass the hat" type receipts which have been received.
Our reporting relied on our understanding of the Act
as explained at various sessions held during the past
few years.

We have prepared an amended Schedule D, listing the
events by date, location and amount.

Because contributors do not always take or want tickets
and receipts from the mailings continue to come in after
the event, we cannot state with certainty the amounts
shown are absolutely correct.

T B
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Dick Long

' VOLUNTEERS FOR VENTO
et Peul, Minmesore 33101
) MONORARY CHAIRPERSON
Congressman Joseph E. Korth
: R END ORSEP
pFL -1 TRt
for CONGRESS

CO-CHAIRPERSONS
Mott Morelli

P

To insure accuragy in the future, we are changing
our record keeping system to allow us to identify
the exact event in addition to the present identifi-
cation we require.

Sincerely,
), _ ol /s
- John J. Costello
Treasurer

VOLUNTEERS FOR VENTO

JJC/Enclosures (2)

S y
I, & ol & , do swear and affirm that
the above statements are true statements of facts.

this 8th day of October, 1976. County of Ramsey,
State of Minnesota. '

\—
Ms. Gloria Sultan SANE R S e ST
8 October 1976 PRy ¥
Page 3 L‘ h

Sworn and affirmed before me, W Iy PP

o nesloy

SN I Yon

OB R Bhined
SR 18 A

DFFICE 6F GLHERAL COUNSEL

2120 American National Bank Bldg.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101
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DEPOSIT RECEIPT
ALL DEPOSITS ACCEPTED SUBJECT TO VERIFICATION, FINAL PAYMENT. AND THE CONDITIONS
APPEARING ON DEPOSITOR'S SIGNATURE CARD, OR ADDITIONS OR AMENDMENTS THERETO
aw 7712029 151166707
RECEIPT FOR YOUR DEPOSIT—ON THE DATE AND FOR AMOUNT SHOWN ABOVE




L (- & —
_ '3' Report ofeceipts and Expenditures
sanaary 1976 for a Candidate or Committee

1325 K Stet, N Supporting any Candidate(s] for

Hasninston. B.. 20163 Nomination or Election to Federal Office /) }

Note: Committees authorized by a candidate to receive contributions and make expenditures in connection with more than one election must' maintain separate
recards with respect to each election.

1(a) Name of Candidate or Committee {in full) 2 Identitication Number
VH!
Volunteers For Vento 060526
e ) . 3(8) 15 this a report of receipts and expenditures
(b) Address (number and street) i for only one election? & Yes (I No
I ~?12_,0 American National Bank Building {b) "'Ylf‘s"forwhnch election? 0-14-76
{c) City, State and ZIP code @ Impary P on '(; ) =
ranera rimary, Runo ate
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 :
4 Type of Report (Check appropriate box and complete, if applicable) (o) (] January 31 Report
::’) g\z"‘e:‘:’g;‘“ . ::), 8 JO”]:' :)0 '1930” : (1) [ Atternative Monthly Report
t ctober repor K
pri epor p {y) [J Termination
(h) J Tenth day report preceding _ _ . _ e ___€lectionon ________inthestate of
(pnmavy generai or convention) {date)
{i) [ Thnirtieth day report following e _electionon _________inthestate of
{primary, general or canvention) {date)
Committee Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
£ 5 Covering Period: From July 1, 1976 Through August 30, 1976
. Column A Column B
~h Section A - Cash Balance Summary This Period Calendar Year-To-Date
o e e e e e e = o e e e e e e R I U
-
6 Cashon hand January 1,18 ___ .. ... ... .. o : $ None
. —
7 Cash on hand at beginming of reporting period . . . .. . ... .. s 6 . 474 .60
pu — it }
8 Ady total recedts{fromnne 19) . .. ... ... L. ;:.. T 3 $ 32,877.52 S A4 262 42
L [ A R S S I SR PCCIME SR P
- {a) Subtotar . ... ... $ 39)_,5~2'_l,2 5444126?.1;2
=] O Subtract toral expanditares (From ine 24) . ... .. e $ 3R,658,15 S 43,568.45
NJ10 Cashon hang at close of reporting period .. .. L $ 6013 37 $ 6&3 97
™11 Contributed items on hand to be hquidated {attach itemiced tist) . ... . .. . .. S N,Q.n €
Section B - Presidential Campaign Expenditures Subject to Limitation - Summary
(Apphes Only To Presidential Canduda(es Recewmg Fedeval l—unds)
12 Operating expenditures (trom line 20}, . . . ... 0L S $
13 Less Hetunds and Rebates (from Loe 171 . e P Y $
14 (a) € xecibrures subpect 1o hintation . . . L $ 3$
(b) Expenditures train prior years subject 10 hinitation . o S
{c) Tota! expenditures subject 10 hmMitaliON . .. .. .. e $
Fcertity tht | hyve examinad this Roport, and to the’bvs' of my knowl@r’._,}z and belief tt1s true, correct and complete. Y
\ A \_:___ g mdlds // e e /476
(mgnan e “of Treaswer or Candidata) {Date)

Nate  Subeassion of false €roNs0US. U INLUMpPlBts NoCHALION May subyect the Person signing this Report 1o the penatrins of 2 L1L5 G 14431
ftext N recarse side of form)

For further \ Federal &ﬁeum ! ((l/"H“ Sy
ot - \ 1375 W Gienot

R Eae e e e e e e e e i e




FEC

January 1976

Fede

1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, O.C. 20463

Form 3

rat Election Commission

(Page 2]

Detailed Summary Schedule of Receipts and Expenditures

s'l

7 7

Name of Candidate or Committee Volunteers For Vento ?f(:):\n G;\:er]tng ;h;pe,,od o 8-30-76
Part | - Receipts quumn A Column B
This Period Calendar year-to-date
15 Contributions and other Income:
{a) Iltemized (Use Schedule A) . . .. . ... .ttt ittt e e e e s . 4,11 7 00
(b) Unitemized . ... ..ottt ittt i e e e e e e e $ . 13 210.52 |
(c) Sates and Collections Included Above: |
LMbywmummmwsmMMQDN17,066-Q0 o e f~fiﬁ
(d) Subtotal of contributions and OTher INCOME . . . . . . . o vttt et et e aeee e ieme s s 17,327.52 $ 20,262.42
16 Loans and Loan Repayments Received: LT R bR
(a) Itermized (use Schedule A) . . .. . i e s . 1 ’ 000-00 S
(B) UNIemized. . . ..ottt it e e e e L P R I
{c) Subtotal of loans and loan repayments received. . . . . .. I—L’:\ NS N T PN S 1 ’ 000.00 $ 1 ’ 000.00
17 Refunds, Rebates, etc.: = - K -
(a) ftemized {use Schedule A) S
(b) Unitemized .. .......... ... ... $ .
(c) Subtotal of refunds, rebates,etc. . . ... .............." Y~ $ None (3 None
18 Transfers In: B
(a) From Aftiliated Committee (Itemize allon Schedule A} . . . . . ... . . .. . . .. . ... S
(b) From other Committees (Itemize ali on Schedule A} ... ... ... . ... ................ |g. 14 3 550 00 .
{e) Subtotalof transfersin . ... ... ... s 14,550,00 $ 23,000.00
19 Total ReCeIPIS . . . . . L ot rs 32,877.52 $ 44 262,42
Part 1} - Expenditures
20 Operating Expenditures
(a) ltemized (use Schedule B) ... . . ... .. ... $.38,448.13 ..
(D) Unitemized. . . o v it e ot et S ... 210.02
{c) Subtotal of operating @xpPenditures . . . . .. . ... ... '} s 38,658 1 '3 $ 43 s 568.45
21 Loans, toan Repayments, and Contribution Refunds
ta) ltemized {use Schedule B) . .. .. .. .. ... l e
(b) Unitemized. . . . . . e e e “ S
{c) Subtotal of 1oans and loan repayments made and contribution refunds . . . . .. .. ... ... .. ... ! S None s None
22 Fundraising Expenditures: {Apply to 20% Exemption—Presidential Campaigns Receiving Federal Funds) f
(a) Itemized (use Schedule B) .. ... ... ... . ... L I S .
(D) UNITEMIZEd « v v v e e e e e e e e e e PSS
{c) Subtotal of tundraising exPeNnditures . ... ... .. ... ... $ HNone $ NO ne
23 Transters Out: |
(a) To Attilisted Committee (Itemize all on Schedule B) . ... ... ... . .. ! S
(b) To Other Commuttees (Itemize allon Schedule BY . .. .. ... . ... . ... ... ... ... ..... . { S
{c) Subtotalof transfersout . .. .. .. . .. l S None “ls None
28 Total EXPENGITUIES o o o o e o e e e e e ls igﬁg-s‘q 15 s 43, ?;ég 45
Part {11 - Debts and Obligations
25 Debts and obligations owed to the Committee (ltemize all on ScheduleC). .. ... .. ... ........ S None -
26 Debts and obligations owed by the Committee (ltemize all on Schedule C) .. ... ... ... ... ..... S 1,000.00
Part 1V - Receipts and Expenditures, Net of Transfers to and trom Affiliated Committees
27 Totat Receipts {tram hine 10} . o L L e e e $ 3 2 8]] i‘h_
28 Less Transfers In (trom tine 18la)) . .. .. L $ . None L
29 Net ReCaipts . . o e e e e e r§- 32 ,,,R,_?_Z 5
F30 Toui Fagendiures irom ine 240 0 o fs 38,658.15
\ S - NP ~
1 S A

L e S —
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Itemized Receipts Sales and Collections

Schedule D

Janaury 1976

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

For Line Number 15C Only of FEC Form 3

(see Instructions on back)

of

Page

1

for

LINE NUMBER _15C

Name of Candidate or Committee in full

Volunteers For Vento 060526
Total Proceeds during the Reporting Period: 'qv y\, 5' oo f=' LA Rl ""f.!
_ _ . Fil L il 16,691.70
1 Sole of tickets (Listbyeventbelow)® . . . . .. ... .. . . . ... . i t""’ n . EORER e » $
2 Mass collections {Listby eventbelow) . ... ... ....... ... ... ...... g 441 : L z L,J; '{:.Uri ,,,,,,,,, » $ 374.70
3 Sale Of ItBMS . . . e e e e e e T RERINL QL oo ’S
4 Total (Carry forward to Line 15C of Detailed Summary Schedule Page 2, FEC qum.+ iR .E.E‘.'.L‘."?IT «Bdﬁb L .......... [ &3 17 > 066.40

List of Sales and Collections by Event

Locati a7 fE Date of Event Amount from Sale of | Amount from Mass
ocation and Type of Event {month, day, year) Tickets this Period® | Collections this Period
[ Machinists Hall T T T T Fundraiser
1399 Eustis St., St. Paul, Mn. 55108 8-17-76 s $ 374.70
[om
712814 Rice St., St. Paul, Mn.  Dinner ., /=-25-76 | 10,750.00
“n 1
127-6th St., White Bear Lake, Mn. Fundraiser 8-3-76 41.90
-
754 Linwood Av., St. Paul, Mn.  Tundraiser 8-7-76 1,090.00
~l 466 S. Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul, H|A_“u_ L
: Fundraiqer 8-10- 76 ] 255.60
- - S e R S
“211399 Fustis St., St. Paul, __Dinner 142.20

418 Tatem St., St. Paul, ?}
1875 Clear Ave, St, Paul, Mn

2064 Edpecumbe Rd,.,_St. Paul

‘. 9th St., St. Paul, Mn.

;,l‘,ﬂ -15-76_

Fundrai ae,r% 8-17-76.

__.Fundrais cu;‘r 8=-24-76 .

srin._Fundra Lser! 8=24-76

:

_Fundraiser | 8-27-76

- 167.00

520.00
1,325.00
1,800.00

Subtotal thi

< penod thys page

Yg Tonlthee prerod ast e thies o8 umose Gely)

»S16,601.70




Valunteers for Vento

452 No. Robert $1. @ St. Paul, Minn. 55101

o

Ms. Gloria Sultan

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20463

.,
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STATE OF MINNESOTA A

OFFIGE OF THE STATE AUDITOR

SaiNT PAaUL 00T 4 M- 28

RoBErT W. MATTSON
STATE AUDITOR

October 1, 1976
702636

Mr. John G. Murphy, Jr.

General Counsel FERFagy rrees
Federal Election Commission ;:ffiﬁgw
1325 K Street N.W. Gt
Washington, D. C. 20463 il oleoll
- DFFICE 7 GENIRAL Giniil

Re: Complaint No. MUR 231 (76)
- Dear Mr. Murphy:
I am in receipt of your letter of September 28, 1976 and am

responding to your request for additional information with re-
spect to the above-referenced complaint.

A. While it is clear in my opinion that the contribution by
— Bruce F. Vento under the circumstances described in my
complaint constitutes a violation of the contribution
"~ limits under 2 U.S.C. §44la(l) (A), information has been
reported to me which suggests that any inquiry made by
™~ the Commission should include an investigation into the
- original source or sources of the $15,000. Two sources

whom I consider to be reliable and who claim to be some-
what familiar with the personal financial position of

Mr. John Costello, have advised me that in their opinion
Mr. Costello would not be in a position to accumulate
$15,000 from personal resources and loan it to Mr. Vento.

I have no direct information as to the actual source of
such funds, but I believe that such an inquiry is necessary
and should be conducted to fully protect the integrity of
the financing law.

B. As stated in my complaint, several fundraising events
were not itemized in the Vento filing, nor were the proceeds
from those events reported. Specifically, I have been ad-
vised by an individual who I consider in a position to

Not Printed at Government Expense
S
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Mr. Murphy
October 1, 1976
Page Two

furnish reliable information that an approximate sum of
$2,800 was received at the fundraiser held on or about
August 27, 1976, in Room 801 of the Capp Towers Motor
Hotel, Saint Paul, Minnesota. I have also been advised
that the cost of this event was $100 per person. A
review of the Vento filing for the period July 1, 1976
through August 31, 1976 reveals that there were only

five or six contributions reported received in the

days immediately preceding and following this fundraising
event which would qualify to be included in the proceeds
from this event. Therefore, I believe direct inquiry
should be made to determine the sources of funds received
at this event and to determine why the proceeds were

not reported as reguired under 2 U.S.C. §434cC.

While I believe that other violations may have occurred, it
would require additional investigation on the part of the
Federal Elections Commission to make specific findings and
conclusions. At such time as the Commission may determine
to undertake further investigation, I will be available to
indicate those areas of inquiry which may merit examination
by the FEC.

I have also attached copies of newspaper articles and transcripts
of news broadcasts which include statements made by the candidate
and the treasurer regarding this transaction.

Please be advised that I will be available at any time to cooperate
in any way I can with your inquiry.

Sin ely,

ROBERT W. MATTSON L.iivt OF
State Auditor

cc: Lyn Oliphant

Not Printed at Governmens Too:rie
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Charges and countercharges today in Minnesota's 4th Listrict DFL primary campaign. We
get details in this report from our government correspondent Arv Johnson:

State Representative Bruce Vento of St. Paul is the ULI'L endorsed candidate here in
the Capitol city congressional district. One of his opponents in next Tuesday's
parimary is State Auditor Bob Mattson. Today, Mattson said he's filing a complaint wit
the Federal Elections Commission on the basis of a 15,000 dollar loan Vento received
from his campaign treasurer John Costello is in violation of the federal election
campaign law. That law limits contributions from individuals to a thousand dollars and
provides that loans from individuals are the same as contributions.

The result of this very important election should not and must not be influenced by
use of illegal funds. It is not only the letter of the law, but in the spirit as well
that large contributions from individuals be restricted. The failure of Mr. Vento and
his campaign associates to conduct their campaign within the law is a breech of trust
with the people of the 4th District.

Vento denies that there's anything illegal about the deal. He says he received a
personal laon from Costello and that he'll repay it and the he himself advanced the
funds to his own campaign which is legal.

In this last week of the campaign I think we see a candidate that hasn't..is in a
losing position, is trying tc sling some mud, throw some mud at someone that's..that's
out front. I think that's the contest in which these charges are being brought forth.
think public have confidence that they'll make good judgements regarding the validity
of these charges. There is, you know, the Federal Llections Commission has the report,
it's there. We reported what we've done. I'm sure that they're going to do their job.
1f they feel that we've done something inappropriate or incorect we'll be hearing abou
it,

Vento concluded, "if we're technically wrong, we'll correct it, but I think the
spirit of the law is on our side.'" Arv Johnson, WCCO kadio government correspondent.
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CLIENT state Auditor STATION  wcco TV DATE 9/9/76
SCRIPT B 979 TIME 6:00 P.M. LENGTH :34
ave Moore | The DFL primary battle for fourth district Congress heated up today with Bob Mattson
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charging that his opponent Bruce Vento has violated federal election laws. Jerry Bowe
has details:

I am today filing a complaint with the Federal Llecticun Commission......

In his complaint to the federal election commission, Mattson contends the Vento
campaign violated the 1,000 dollar limit on individual contributions when Vento
campaign treasurer John Costello loaned 15,000 dollars to Vento who in turn loaned it
to his volunteer committee. Further, says Mattson, the Vento campaign has not disclos
all the money earned at fund raising parties:

The failure of Mr. Vento and his campaign associates to conduct their campaign
within the law is a breach of trust of the people of the 4th District. I call upon Mr.
Vento to immediately retract the illegal funds and to tell the public what the source

of those funds are.

Vento campaign Treasurer Costello went rushing throupnu the Federal Election laws
when we questioned him, said he doesn't think any law was violated, contends Mattson'
charge is mickey mouse:

I loaned Bruce Vento 15,000 dollars. This is a personal loan to B..to Bruce Vento,
he signed a not for it. I've got it somewhere here. (pause) Here, I've pgot...I loaned
Bruce Vento 15,000 dollars and he has to, you know, he's going to have to , he is
responsible to repay me for this. And it's as simple as that.

The Federal Llection Commission says it's not so simple, that a loan to a caadidate
is the same as a contribution, that once the candidate has the money it could be view
as personal funds on which there is no limit. Costello admits he isn't sure, says his
books are open, the campaign has nothing to hide and candidate Vento views the Mattson
charges as a last minute desperate effort:

Well, I think that his purpose is to do a little mud slinging in the waning days of
the campaign. We've been working hard. I think he finds himself behind. I think that h
feels that he can gain some recognition and maybe some votes.

Vento adds, however,that if he violated the law he will move to correct the
situation. The FEC says its investigation of the matter won't be completed until long
after next Tuesday's primary. Jerry Bowen, WCCO Television News, St. Paul.
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SLIENT State Auditor STATION  WCCO Radio DATE 9/9/76

SCRIPT A 443 TIME 12:30 P.M. LENGTMH 1:43

urpen Nasl{ Minnesota State Auditor Kobert Mattson, the unendorsed candidate for the DFL
Congressional nomination in the 4th District, accused the party endorscd Bruce Vento
today of illepal campaign financing. Arv Johnson reports:

olinson Hattson announced that he is filing a complaint witl the Federal lLlection Commission
against Vento, his campaign Treasurer John Coctello anu the Vento Volunteer Committee.

tttson On Tuesday, September 7th, it was publically reported that Mr. Vento had received a

- 5,000 dollar loan from his Treacurer Jonhn Costello for use in the Vento Campaign

- in direct violution of the federal election law. That law limits contributiosn from
D individuals to a thousand dollars. The law also provides that leans from individuals
~-

are the same as contributions and are similarily licite: to 1,000 dollars.
o nson lHattuon called on Vento to return the funds lmmedlately. Vento, contacted following
;_ lattson's statement, densed any wrongdoing:
wr:nto Well, under Luchley versus walol candidates, zuprerne turt decisiorn lu that a
o candidate contributes or luuns tTo Lls campalgn &s much money as he chooses to do.
™~ Perconally, of course, ( fully intend to, we fully intend to receive in contributions
~ ,

' the anount of that lcan bacr. It's perrectly legal. | tnink you have to look at these
charges in the light of its the last week of the campdipn. I think we see a candidate
that hasn't..is in a losing position, tryiny to sling some mud, throw some mud at
someone that's out front.

ohnson Vento noted that the Federal Llections Commission has hls report and added, "if they

feel we've done anything inappropriate or incocrect, we'll be hearing about it and
we'll correct it." Arv Johnson, WCCO Radio g*ygpnmeat correqungg@t
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Here in Minnesota, the Democratic campaign for the u4th District Conpressional seat
heated up today with a charge by State Auditor Robert Matts;on that his opponent, Bruce
Vento, accepted an illegal campaign contribution of 15,000 dollars. Newsnine's Steve
Doyle reports on the last minute mud-slinging preceeding next Tuesday's primary:

On August 24th it was publically reported that John Costeilo, the campaign Ireasurer
for the Vento Volunteer Committee, loaned Bruce Vento 1%,000 dollars. Vento, who
promised to pay back theloan in full, then contributed the 15,000 dollars to hLis own
campaign. His opponent, kobert Mattson, has filed a complaint with the l'ederal
Election Commission charging that the loan is in direct violation of the Federal
Elections law:

That law limits contributions from individuals to a thousand dollars. The law also
provides that loans from individuals are the same as contributions and d4re similarly
limited to 1,000 dollars.

The federal elections law is a new one, tested only once in court and apparently fuzzy
in some areas. It defines contribution as a gift, subscription or loan for the purpose
of influencing an election. A loan from a bank to a campaign is allowed, Lut a loan
from an individual is not. Vento claims the way he interprets the law, his loan from
Costello is a personal matter, not a contribution. The money is his to spend as he
chooses:

15,000 dollars is..is a long from..from me to my committee. I can put any amount of
money into my campaign that I choose to put in as an individual. The iederal [lection
Commission is in the process..is in the process of develouping rules and reypulations.
There may be mis-understandings that result. Obviously, ! think that wiat we've
done is proper.

Mattson also charged that the Vento committee had falled to report mecney raisel at
Several fund raising events. Costello, Vento's treasurer and a veteran of pdut
campaigns showed me the books wnere tiie money received had all Leen reported uand
itemized as required by the FEC and says the VEnto campaign has Leen open with the
public. Mattson disagrees:

The failure of Mr. Vento and his campaign associates to donduct thelr campaign with
in the law Is 4 breach of trust of tne people of the 4th _istrict.

I think that you have to look at his remarxs in the context of a losing campaign in th
.the last week of the campaign. He's trying to sliny some mud and trying to win a
campaign.

And so go the charges and countercharges. lt reaily now all comes down to
interpretation of the law by the [ederal Llections Commiusion, a new and virtuaily
untested law. A ruling is l.oped for and expected uy next Iuesday s prxmdry election.
Cteve Doyle, Newsnine at Vento !leadquarters, St. Paul. ‘
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‘ento election loan

called ‘questionable’

By BETTY WILSON .
Minneapolis Star Staff Writer

A $15,000 contribution made by
Bruce Vento, a 4th District candi-
date for Congress, to his cam-
paign committee—which he got
through a loan from. his campaign
treasurer—is “‘highly uestiona-
blé,” a federal source sald yester-
day.

A spokesman for the Federal
Election Commission said tnhe law
limits contributions from a single
source to $1,000, and said the
definitian of a contribution in-
cludes loans made to influence tne
clection of a person.

“You can’t do that and turn it
right over to a campaign,” said
the spokesman who stipulated
that he not be named.

HE SAID he could not give an
opinion on a complaint by Venio's
opponent, me' Minne-
sota state awdior, that Vento, his
campaign treasurer, Joseph Cos-
tello, and his.campaign committee
violated the law in making the
financial transaction.

But the commission spokesman
seid, “Obviously, a loan can't be
used as a loophole to make a
contribution that they couldn't
otherwise make. That can't be
done simply to get around the
$1,000 limit.

“There may be extenuating cir-
cumstances, but I think it's highly
questionable,” he said.

But the commission will not
have time to investigate Mattson's
complaint, the spokesman said,
and probably won't act on it be-

fore Tuesday's primary election, :
seen as a very close race between .

Vento, Mattson and St. Paul law-

yer John Connolly.

“WE ARE VERY loath to get
into such matters just before an
election,” he said.

Vento said he and his staff
checked the law carefully and
said the contribution is legal and
proper.

Vento and his campaign manag-
er, Jim Campbell, accused Matt-
son of “mud-slinging.”

Campbell said Mattson himseli
broke the law by holding a préss
conference yesterday to publicize
his filing of the charge. Campbell
said the law requires that such
complaints be kept confidential
unless those under investigation
consent to allow it to be made
public prior to any ruling by the
commission.

CAMPBELL SAID Vento's treas-
urer, John Costello, made the loan
to Vento Aug. 24, and he said
Vento gave the coptribution to his
campaign committee Sept. 3.

Campbell said because Vemd a
school teacher, has only a modest
income, he could not get a $15,-
000 loan from a bank or other
commercial lending institution,
whch Mattson said would be al-
lowed under the federal law.

Costello said last night he is
absolutelr certain the transaction
was legal.

He said the money came from
personal funds in his checking
account and that he is confident
Vento will repay the money. “I
don’t have that kind of money to
glve to politics and never get.
back,” he said.

Vento did not put up any collat-
eral with the loan; Costello said.
Costello said Mattson is “looking
for publicity” in making his
charges.

Mattson, in his complaint, also
charged that Vento failed to dis-
close money from at least four
fund-raisers held in July and Au-
gust In his latest spending report
for the period through Aug. 31, as
the law requires.

But  Vento sald contributiv-
from these were less than tne
minimum anwount required to be
reported under federal law -

which is any amount in excess ot
3100 a person.

VENTO SAID his booka are.
opem to the press. He said those
contributicns that are smalisr
than the-amount required to be
reported are:Included in $13,210 in
unitemized expenditures he re- -
ported as a lump sum in his report.

Another event questioned by
Matison on Aug. 7 at the home of
St. Paul Mayor George Latimer
also was a $50-a-person affair,
Campbell said. One held on Aug.
30 at the Roseville Knights of
Columbus Hall was $25 a-person,
he said. A fourth held Aug. 27 at
the Capp Towers Motor Hotel, St.
Paul, was not a fund-raiser and
there was no charge, he sald.
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Mattson 107
says Vento
loan was
illegal

By Steven Dornfeld
Staff Writer

State Auditor Robert Mattson, a
candidate for Congress in Minne-
sota’s Fourth District, charged
Thursday that fellow DFLer
Bruce Vento violated federal law
when he borrowed $15,000 from
another person for use in his cam-

paign.

Mattson cited newspaper accounts
saying that Vento, who has the
DFL  Party endorsement, bor-
rowed $15,000 from John Costel-
lo, treasurer of the Vento cam-
paign, and made a loan in the
same amount to the Vento cam-
paign comimittee.

Mattson said federal law limits
contributions from individuals to
$1.000 and treats loans from indi-
viduals the same as contributions.
He said Vento would have been
on safe ground if he had bor-
rowed the money from a bank.

“The failure of Mr. Vento and his
campaign associates to conduct
their campaign within the law is
a breach of trust with the people
of the Fourth District,” Mattson
said at a news conference. “I call
upon Mr. Vento to immediately
return the illegal funds.”

Mattson also disclosed that he
would lodge a formal complaint
with the Federal Elections Com-
mission.

Vento, an assistant ma rit

er of the Minnesota Ho\jx:e.)s,a:;afn
response that he saw nothing
wrong with the loan, but conced-
ed that it might be a technical
violation of the law. In that
event, he said, “We'll correct it."

However, Vento acc

. used Mattson

;)} enguging in last-minute muds-

t;)nag’:ng. In raising the issue less
: week before esday’

primary election. T e

Mattson s one of two ma
didates challen ing Ventojolrnc:l?e
‘n:dﬂ primary. The other is John

onno.iy, a St. Paul attorney who
has been active In the presidential
campaigns of former Minnesota
Sen. Eugene McCarthy.

Vento won the endorse

ment of
the DFL Party and organized la-
bor after DFLer Joseph Karth, a
member of Congress for the last

18 years, anpou
¢ ) nced -
tire, plans to re

Earlier this- week, Vento fi
report diselosing that hcfe“e:a:
spent a total of $48,568 during
the period ending Aug. 31. That
total was $16,000 less than the
spending reported by Connolly.
but narly three times as much u;
the amount reported by Mattson,
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STATE OF MINNESOTA

OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR
VETERANS SERVICE BUILDING
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Mr, John G. Murphy,
General Counsel

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street N.W,
Washington, D. C.
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22.3,

SEP o0 1976

Ms. Marge Hennemann
2441 Jansen Avenus Nt
White Bear Lake, Minn. 55110

Re: MUR 231 (76)
CC #5385

Dear Ms. Hennemann:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of September 17,
1976, expressing your interest in any action the Commission
takes with reference to a complaint filed by Bob Mattson. Under
2 U.S5.C. 437g(a) (6) (C), the Commission is required to make
available to the public the results of any conciliation attempt
and any determination that no violation of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the Act), or of chapters 95 or
96 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 has occurred. Until such
time the Commission's actions are bound by the confidentiality
requirement of §437g(a) (3) (B). An employee of the Commission
who vi?l?fos these provisions is subject to a fine of $2,000
(s437g(c)).

With respect to penalties,.I am enclosing a copy of the
Act and refer you to 2 U.S.C. §8437g(c) and 4413 (pp. 30 and
48) . You may note that the penalties vary depending on the
amount involved and whether the violation was willful.

I trust this information will be helpful.

Sincerely yours,

TEDSRAL ELECTION QoSN

ﬁﬁimm. F“.E ﬁgPY William Oldaker

prFICE OF GERERAL OUNSEL Assistang Beneral Counsel
Enclosure f |




person from making public the fact of "any notifica
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ﬂltptllh.r 9, 1976, alloqing vtdiﬂt;gnl of thp

Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as MM _fT'— e o
.Bruce Vento, John J. Costello and Vd.t'nhm vzm‘ b

lo hm mlib;xod yan on-phint m 331.: plquo refer
uny _ ,

m com:lu:lon has opouad a preluin&y hwntiqation
into your allegations. A copy of your complaint has o
been forwarded to respondent and he has been asked o - -}‘;‘ )
submit any relevant materials within ten days, If m T
have any othar evidence regarding th.u umr. m : .ﬁ““'
luhm:u: it within five dayx. i T e O

"L‘ all

Please note thnt 2 U.8. c._n:nq(;) (3) ﬂ:joi.ln m

or- investigation" by the Commission until the res
dgrees in writing to make public the 1 '
staff member assigned to this mn is
(telephone mo. 202/382-4055). P!

urin or ml ‘4t younhave any qust:l.onl.

‘‘‘‘‘
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* GFFICE 0F GEHERAL

Bignes. Jdehn G, Harphy,, o
iol

John G, Murphy, Jr.
Genexal’ Counsal

‘Loliphant:pjg:9/22/76
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

- q‘ l"(‘”l"“ an: ‘ T
Mr. Bruce F. Vento B3 e Y

. ; 1A a m-
1534 Atlantic | bmu.,.i. ELL uut’y

St. Paul, Minnesota 55106
ﬂ?ﬂﬁi 0 GENERAL COUNSEL
Re: MUR 231 (76

Dear Mr. Vento:

This letter is in reference to your request for
an advisory opinion dated September 10, 1976, and
a complaint (numbered MUR 231) filed against you by
Robert W. Mattson.

In view of the fact that a complaint has bee¢n filed in
this matter, the Commission will not respond to your
advisory opinion request pending resolution of the
compliance action.

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended,
contains many complex provisions. 2 U.S.C. §431(e) (1)
defines "contribution"” as "a gift, subscription, loan,
advance, or deposit of money or anything of value.,"

The only loans which are not considered contributions under
the Act are those made by a national or state bank in the
ordinary course of business. 2 U.S.C. §431(e) (5)(G).
Consequently, your acceptance of a $15,000 loan from

John Costello is acceptance of a contribution in excess
of the limits prescribed by 2 U.S.C. §44la{(a) (1) (A). The
Commission has therefore, found reason to believe that a
violation of 2 U.S.C. §441a has occurred. Return of such
contribution in excess of the $1,000 contribution limit
applicable to Mr. Costello would bring your campaign into
compliance with the Act with respect to this matter.

Regarding the second allegation in Mr. Mattson's complaint
the Commission has found reason to believe that a violation
of 2 U.S5.C. §434(b) has occurred in that the alleged fund-
raising events were not reported.

'ﬁf%vﬁﬂ@?*ﬁﬁ&ﬁa

7
t



Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate
that no action should be taken against you. Please
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe
are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate statements should be under oalh,

The Commission is under a duty to investigatc this
matter expeditiously; therefore, your response should be
submitted within ten days after receipt of this notification.
You will be sent copies or summaries of all correspondence
received by the Commission from the complainant concerning
this matter. If you have any guestions, please contact
Lvn Cliphant (telephonre no. 202/382-4055), thz staff member
assigned to this case.

If you intend to be represented by counse¢l in this
matter, please have such counsel so notify us in writing.

Sincerely vours
Y ’

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

-iim

e
—pm

Cn

Y




9

n

9 4

77

9261 “Jo0 ‘110¢ We) 84

i : % mm’fﬂ‘:m TO"” space on

1. The following service is requested (check one).
[} Show to whom and date delivered............ 13¢
KX Show to whom, date, & address of delivery.. 33¢

[] RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
- Show to whom and date delivered............. 65¢

[ RESTRICTED DELIVERY.
Show to whom, date, and address of delivery 85¢
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September 27, 1976

MEMORANDUM TO:  BILL OLDAKER
"II' , LL)(Q,,»

FROM: MARJORIE EMMONS | /L
SUBJECT: MURS

A11 of the MURS listed below were transmitted to the

Commission on September 23, 1976 - 3:30 p.m. . RAs of
September 24, 1976 - 3:30 p.m. » no objections were received

in MURS [~ 231 (76):
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NO. MUR 231 (76)
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Nama: Robert W. Mattson (notarized)

Respondzn:'s ozTa: Bruce Vento, John J. Costello, Volunteers for Vento
Rel‘:---af.: S‘:;:._-‘:L-:E; 2 U-S.C. §§434(b)(5)1_‘}3l(e)(1)1 44la(a) (l) (A)
Ipnsor--° Senor-s Checked: Candidate and committee reports.

_1) That respondent Vento received a $15,000 loan from bis treasurer which _

he subsequently loaned to his committee in ggplation of 2 U.S.C. §8434(b) (5)

~and 44la(a) (1) (A).

~2) That respondent violated 2 U.S.C. §434 by failing to fully disclose

proceeds from several fundraising events.

p—

™~
PRILIMINARY LECAL ANALYSIS
~

1) Failure to report the original source of the loan is a violation of

2 U.S.C. §434(b) (5); furthermore the loan would be a contrlbutlon of $15,000

by Costello under 2 U.S.C. §431(e) (1) and 1s, therefore, in excess of the

contrlbutlons limits of 2 U.S. C §44la(a)(l)(P). The responoent has requested

an adv1sory oplnlon on this questlon subsequent to belng informed by the

conplalnant that a complalnt would be flled Respondent S request for an

advisory opinion admlts to the facts as presented in the complaint regarding
sy I the loan.
RECOMMENDATION

.Find reason ta believe that- 2-U.S.C. §§434-.and 44la(a) (l)(A)_have been —

.violated... Send attached letters. —.- o .

Dato ol doxt Cornmission Roeviow:




® O
-2 -

"

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS (Continued)

2) Complainant furnished dates and locations of events which are

not reported; if these in fact took place, failure to report them

would violate 2 U.S.C. §434.

Brrin: o
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' mti towknowm
- of September 9, 1876, ilimq viol
 Federal EBlection Campaign Laws. - A *ﬁﬂﬁ
been assigned to analyse your ,uloq&!.onl
ation to the Federal Elec

a8 to this matter should be
made shortly. ‘You will be no
Commission determines what action lhnul.d be taken.
- For your information, we have attached a brief: -

description of the Commission's prn:u.ninary pﬁ&udnru :
tor the handling of. wlaints. 4 A

ss.nmoly you'l, k.3

ATTACHMENT
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1534 ApdELc) Dz 38

St. Paul, Minnesota 55106
September 10, 1976

Federal Election Commission
Office of General Counsel
Advisory Opinion Section
1325 K Street, N.W. 762203
Washington, D.C. 20463

Gentlemen:

As a congressional candidate for election in the Nemocrat-Farmer-
Labor Party primary on September 14, 1976, 1 request an Advisory

~_ Npinion as to the propriety of myv making a contribution in the
. form of a loan to myv campaign committee, "Volunteers for Vento.'
~ The funds for this loan were obtained from receints of a 60 dav
T promissory note I have drawn in favor of John J, Costello and
.-~ pavable with interest at 8 per cent per annum. Mr, Costello,
who is Treasurer of the Volunteers for Vento Committee,made $15,000.00
- available to me on Aupust 24, 1276 from his personal funds.
= Subsequentlv, on September 3, T decided to turn over the entire
2 sum to the Volunteers for Vento campaign committee. At that
- time I notified, in writing, the Federal Flection Commission,
ol the Clerk of the House of Representatives, and the Minnesota
Secretarv of State of mv action as required bv law,
—
An onponent, Robert Mattson, on Septemher 9, held a press
~ conference in St. Paul at which he characterized mv contribution
~ as "illegal" and announced he was forthwith sending a complaint

to the Federal Election Commission. (A copv of the document he
issued is attached)

] believe that both the loan from John J. Costello and the
subsequent contribution to the Volunteers for Vento Committee to

be consistent with the spirit and the letter of the Federal
Election Campaign laws and respectfully recuest an Advisorv Opinion
to quiet the allegations.

Sincerelv, N 4 R

i B S e L4

ruce F. Vento o Rl U

‘.'{;iﬁﬂ ‘ 7¥:ﬁ/716111 2%37
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. UNTTED STATES OF AMFRI(.‘.’
FEDFERAL FLICTTON COMMI{TRSTON

Robert W. Mattsan, .
vs. ‘ COMPLAINT

Bruce &+ Vento, John J. Costello
and Volinteers for Vento. f' ERAL 177 'T’ f.."
&

ol i

- - mmm - .a%—
uis;;L OF 1, bﬂﬂ%éSEL

Robert W. Mattscn, Democratic-Farmer-Labor candidate for Congress,
Fourth Congressional District, Minnesota, makes the following complaint,
under oath, against Bruce I'. Vento, candidate for Ccngress, Fourth Con-
gressional District, the Volunteers for Vento Crmpaism Committee and John
J. Costello, treasurer of Volwunteers for Vento:

1.  0On or before Jeptember 2, 1076, Mr. Vento received a loan in the
amowmt of J15.000.00 rfrom his campaim troasurer, Jcohn J. Costello.  Mr.
Vento subsequently loaned the identical tunds to his prineipal campaign
committee, Volunteers for Vento. The loan frem Coctello to Vento is dis-
closed in a nex%ca cr article which appeared in the St. Pawl Dispatch on
7 and was cenfirmed ty a telephone conversation with a reporter

1.5.C. Sec. Y:+la(1)(A) limits contributions
2 U.8.C. fec. Bin(1) further provides

September
Tor the S%. Paul Dispatcn.

o

from individunls to EE,CCO.CO
that a loan from an individual tc a candidnte or (o his principal carpaign

comuittes constittes o contribution within the mo-ning of the Act.
Thereora. the transaction described horsin eonsuitutes a violation of

tion Timivs oamdar 2 LS00 veel Welall) (A).

the centritu
2. m Septorboer 2. 10770, the Vento cnmpalsm conmittee filed its report

for the ceriod July 1, 1076 through Awgust 31, 1976 with the Federal Election
Commission and thin Seeretary of Ctate, State of Minmesota. Schedwde D

failed to Jdircloee the serants of proeco s Jeoan cottous tandenining events

conducted L7 tha Yento crnpalmm ccmmittee ae requirved by 2 U.8.C. Sec. b,
Specifically, event: were held on or about July 7, 1974 ab the Venetian Irn,

on or about August 7, 1975 at 7% Linwocod Avenue,
Aurust 27, 1976 in Zoom &G1 of the Capp

St. Paul, l'innesctag

She Paul, Hinnesotm; cnoor about

~ . -~ . 2 R e In A

Ml Mbnescia and Auguest 200 1970 2t the Knights

Towers Motcor lorel, =i,
ie, Minmmesota., 10 additicn. informnticn has been

i
IR

of Columines tfall, hcoevilie,
furnished to e which indicates that other evens mav have teen held which
are not sonerted in Oehecila Do Theroforo, ifhe cnivslcon of (ho Informtion
required tnicr 2 L0 he. B3 constitntos a violation of the Act.

3. Inlorraticn indieates fwther vioinrtions whicn require additional




Investigation on thzg'art of the TFederal Fleetion C<’1 ton. Such

Information will be provided to the Commission upon. reqive

Subscribed and sworn to by me this 9th day of September, 1976.

®
Subscribed and sworn to
BEAY
before me this \ d“(y

of September, 1976.

Q \\Q\HN\L’I k\1\1\‘; :

Notary Public, Ramsey County

4/,’!’ ’h', ’

d“'aﬁ\fﬁ/‘ ’ //1 'fu" g Y

Robert W. Mattson
1180 Lincoln Avenue
Saint Paul. Minnesota 55105

(612) 298-078:




Br&ge F. Vento
153 Atlantic

St. Paul, Minnesota 55106
-

Federal Election Commission
Nffice of General Counsel
Advisorv Opinion Section
© 1325 K Street, N.,W,
Washington, D.C. 20463

RETURN RECEIPT
REQUESTED
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UNITED STATES OF m;&m A9 0

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

:‘_’,\“(f‘.' BN

QEropl BT e
Robert W. Mattsan, S VL ¥
frifland bt o
vs. COMPLAINT g, g OF GERERAL fons
Bruce F. Vento, John J. Costelle
and Volunteers for Vento. Y
B 762218
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Robert W. Mattsan, Democratic-Farmer-Labor candidate for Congress,
Fourth Congressional District, Mimnesota, makes the following complaint,
under oath, against Bruce F. Vento, candidate f'or Congress, Fourth Con-
gressional District, the Volunteers for Vento Cumpaign Committee and John
J. Costello, treasurer of Volunteers for Vento:

1. On or before September 3, 1976, Mr. Verito received a loan in the
amount of $15,000.00 from his campaiegn treasurer, John J. Costello. Mr.
Vento subsequently loaned the identical funds to his principal carpaign
comiittee, Volunteers for Vento. Te loan from Costello to Vento is dis-
closed in a newspaper article which appeared in the St. Paul Dispatch on
September 7 and was confirmed by a teleprnone conversation with a reporter
for the St. Paul Dispatch. 2 U.S.C. Sec. 441a(1)(A) limits contributions
from individuals to $1,000.00. 2 U.S.C. Sec. 43Je(1) further provides
that a loan from an individual to a candidate or to his principal campaign
cormittee ccnstitutes a contribution within the meaning of the Act.

Therefore, the transaction described herein constitutes a violation of
the contribution limits wnder 2 U.S.C. Sec. hh4la(1)(A).

2. On September 3, 1976, the Vento campaign committee filed its report
for the period July 1, 1976 through August 31, 1976 with the Federal Election
Commission and the Secretary of State, State of Minnesota. Schedule D
failed to disclose the amounts of proceeds from various fundraising events
conducted by the Vento campaign committee as required by 2 U.S.C. Sec. W3k.
Specifically, events were held on or about July 24, 1976 at the Venetian Inn,
St. Paul, Minnesotaj; on or about August 7, 1976 at 754 Linwood Avenue,

St. Paul, Minnesotaj on or about August 27, 1970 in Room 801 af the Capp
Towers Motor lotel, St. Paul, Minnesota and August 30, 1976 at the Knights
of Columbus Hall, Roseville, Mimmesota. In addition, information has been
furnished to me which irnklicates that other eventc rmay have been held which
are not reported in Schedule D. Therefore, the umission of the information
required under 2 U.S.C. Sec. 434 constitutes a violation of the Act.

3. Information indicates further violations which require additional




investigation on the part of the Federal Election Cormission.

information will be provided to the Commission upon request

Such

Subscribed and sworn to by me this 9th day of September, 1976

Subscribed and sworn to

vefore me this (j HE]ay

of September. 1976,

tar3 PubL*b. g SQ}

&Jnty

RObel’t h .

Saint Paul.

(612)

Mattson
1180 Lincolr Avenus

Minnescin

298-0786
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Ven’ro campalgn
spendlng porf
flled wn‘h sfa’re

: Reﬁ. Bruce *Vento's eam»:;

nuﬂ{gn'éommfttee

# 4&5& through Aug 31 ill Ms

*" 4th “Congressional- District cam-;
paign, a report on’ ﬁle with the

" Minnesota secretary o:state's ofv 1
p

. ﬂce ahows,

L e ?"‘"
<> Candidates for tederalomce file
xepw‘gu in Washington, IJC but

- also file coples with the state,
- Vento's. report shoWs he raxsed.
¥ 344.262.42. vE m(f’

e ‘iiv ,t‘)"
3 A mport by the comminee sup-
4 'porﬂnx state Auditor RobertMatt- :
" “son, ‘whe' also is running’ for 4th
District congressman, shows he |
‘rafsed $16,191.81 and = spent
$17,475.26 and also has 310 193 in.
debts.

o Reports are sull duefrom othex

"', candidates. - w }

“In a separate notice Vento said

he has Ioaned his campaign com-

mittee $15,000. He borrowed the -

.money from John Costello, who is
> his campaign treasurer. .

mbunons to the Vento cam-.
paign include $3,500 ‘from M-,
-PACE, the political ars of the Min;

“nesota Education Association; 1

: $3,000 from the Teamsters union
_ political arm; S?.,SOOiromthena-,
. . onal AFL-CIO Commiltee on Po- °
, - litical Education; $2,000 from the
, .United Auto' Workers, and 81, 000
from the Machinists Union.

Mattuns report llsted several
$1,000 contributions, including one
-that he made to his campaign
committee. Others came from
Willilam Kronschnabel, St. Payl
attorney; Steven Laxble deputy
under Mattson in the state audi-
tor's ‘office: Terence McCloskey, |

St. Paul attorney:; Erwin Dauphin,
Mmneapolis, and Sonia Dauphm,
also of Minneapohs : :

In both campmgns, much oi the
money has been for. advertising,.
mcluding distribution of litera-.

, lawn aigns, and xnedxa ad-
Verﬁsmz R
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Mattson for Congress Committee ~ PR
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