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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, DC 20463

17 September 1986

MEMORANDUM
TO: CHARLES N. STEELE
GENERAL COUNSEL
THROUGH : JOHN C, SU
STAFF DIRE
FROM: JOHN D. GIBJON
ASSISTANT $TAFF |DIRECTOR
REPORTS A DIVISION
SUBJECT: REFERRAL OF THE CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA

COMMITTEE

This is a referral of The Californians for a Strong America
committee ("the Committee®™). The Committee failed to :fz- three
(3) reports in a timely manner during the 1985-1986 election
cycle. In addition, the Committee's 1986 April Quarterly Report
was not filed within thirty (30) days from the date of the Non-
Filer Notice. According to the 1985-1986 RAD Review and Referral
Procedures for Unauthorized Committees , ’
further examination is required by your office.

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Baber at 376~
2480,

Attachment




OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

DATE: __17 September 1986
ANALYST: Bill Baber

I. COMMITTEE: Californians for a Strong America
(C00172692)
Albert Cook, Treasurer
737 North Robinson Btr:;t
Los Angeles, CA 900261

II. RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.8.,C. §434(a)(4)(A) (1) and (iv)
11 CFR 104.5(c) (1) (i) (A) and (2) (1) (B)

III. BACKGROUND:
Failure to File Reports in a Timely Manner

The Californians for a Strong America committee ("the
Committee®™) failed to file three (3) reports in a timely
manner during the 1985-1986 election cycle (see Chart and
Attachmsnts). The reports were filed between twenty-one
(21) and sixty-seven (67) calendar days late.

The Committee was notified on March 21, 1986 that the
1986 April Quarterly Report was due on April 15, 1986
(Attachment 4). A Non-Filer Notice was sent to the
Committee on May 7, 1986 (Attachment 6).

On May 30, 1986, the Reports Analysis Division ("RAD")
analyst contacted Mr. Nick Sirokin, the Executive Director
of the Committee, concerning the non-filing of the 1986
April Quarterly Report. Mr. Sirokin stated that he was
going to mail the report that day (Attachment 7).

On June 6, 1986, the RAD analyst attempted to contact
Mr. Sirokin, as the report had still not been filed. Mr.
Sirokin's secretary stated that he was on vacation and would
not be in the office until Monday, June 9, 1986 (Attachment
8). The RAD analyst contacted Mr. Sirokin on June 9, 1986
and inquired about the 1986 April Quarterly Report. Mr.
Sirokin said that he had not sent it in and that he was
still working on it. The RAD analyst advised Mr., Sirokin to
file the report as soon as possible (Attachment 9).

1/ The Committee changed its address from 8820 8. Sepulveda
Boulevard, Suite 108, Los Angeles, CA 90045 to the above address
on its 1985 Year End Report.
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On June 13, 1986, a Chronic Late Filing Notice was sent
to the Committee for failure to file the 1985 Year End and
the 1986 April Quarterly Reports in a timely manner
(Attachment 10). The Notice advised the Committee that any
additional late filing of reports may result in legal
enforcement action.

The Commission received the Committee's 1986 April
Quarterly Report on June 24, 1986. The report had been sent
by registered mail on June 21, 1986 (Attachment 12).

Subsequent to the receipt of the Chronic Late Filing
Notice, the Committee failed to file the 1986 July Quarterly
Report in a timely manner. On August 11, 1986, the
Commission received the Committee's 1986 July Quarterly
Report which had been sent by certified malil on August 5,
1986 (Attachment 13).

OTHER PENDING MATTERS INITIATED BY RAD:

None.




LATE FILING HISTORY

REPORT TYPE PRIOR NOTICE DATE DUE NON-FILER NOTICE DATE FILED

1985 Year End 12/20/85 (Attachment 2) 1/31/86 2/25/86 (Attachment 3) 3/25/86 (Attachment 5)
(7/1/85-12/31/85)

1986 April Quarterly 3/21/86 (Attachment &) 4/15/86 5/7/86 (Attachment 6) 6/21/86 (Attschment 12)
(1/1/86-3/31/86)

1986 July Quarterly* 6/20/86 (Attachment 11) 7/15/86 B8/6/86 (Attachment 14) 8/5/86 (Attachment 13)
(4/1/86-6/30/86)

* Although the 1986 July Quarterly Report was sent by registered mail on 8/5/86, the Commission did not receive
the document until 8/11/86.
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Im OF DISCLOSURE - (C) (85-86)

CALIFORNIANS FOR A.-STRONG AMERICA NON-PARTY NON-QUALIFIED ID #C0017269:
CONNECTED ORGANIZATION: BLANK

1985 MID-YEAR REPORT i 1JARBS 14 BSFEC/385/1823
YEAR-E' 0 17,551 18, 1JUL8S 22 B6FEC/406/3607
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1JULBS ' '
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 1JUL8S

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 2ND 1JUL8S
MISCELLANEOUS NOTICE FROM FEC 13JUN86
APRIL QUARTERLY ’ 3,615 1JANSE
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1JANS6
1'ST LETTER INFORMATIONAL NOTICE 1JANSE 25
JULY QUARTERLY 2,952 1APRBS 8 B6FEC/426/
NOTICE OF FAILURE TO FILE 1APRB6 1 BEFEC/426/3524

TOTAL ’ 30,698 66 TOTAL FAGES

DEBTS OWED TO THE COMMITTEE AS OF 6/30/86 $000.00
DEBTS OWED BY THE COMMITTEE AS OF 6/30/86 $7776.26
CASH ON HAND OF THE COMMITTEE AS OF 6/30/86 $234.02

ALL REPORTS HAVE BEEN REVIEMWED
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REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION |

PARTIES AND PACS December 20, 1985

-

WHO MUST FILE
ALL PARTY COMMITTERES, NON-CONNECTED COMMITTEES, AND SEPARATE

SEGREGATED FUNDS sust file a year-end report by January 31, 1986.

WHAT MUST BE REPORTED

The report must disclose sll financial activity that occurred from
the close of books for the last report through December 31, 1985.
Political committees which have not previously filed a financial
disclosure report should report all financial activity from the date
of registration* through December 31, 1985. For more detailed
instructions, consult your campaign guide.

FILING DATRE

Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked no
later than midnight January 31, 1986. Reports band delivered or
mailed first class must be received no later than close of business
January 31, 1986.

T0 FILE
Committees should consult the instructions on the enclosed FEC Porm

3x for details.

COMPLIANCE :
Political committees are fully liable for failure to file any report
required under the Act. Pailure to file in a timely fashion is also
a serious viclation. Offending committees are subject to enforcement
action. Cosmmittees must also submit legible reports which can be
clearly reproduced. Illegible reports and reports submitted on non—-
FEC forms will not be accepted, and committees filing such documents
will be required to refile.

1986 FILING REQUIREMENTS
See the January 1986 issue of the FEC Record for filing requirements

during 1986. A committee that wishes to change its reporting
schedule (e.g. from semiannually in 1985 to monthly-—rather than
quarterly in 1986) sust notify the Commission by submitting a letter
with the next report due under its current reporting schedule.

*The first report filed by a committee shall include all amounts
received or disbursed prior to becoming a political committee, even
if such amounts were not received during the current reporting
pericd. See 11 CFR 104.3(a) and (b).

FOR INFOBMATION CALL: Information Services Division
202/523-4068 or 800/424-9530

———J"
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'ATTACHMENT 3 PAGE | OF |

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 398) |

Pebruary 25, 19806

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians Por A Strong America
8820 8. Sepulveda Boulevard $108
Los Angeles, CA 90045

‘Tdentification Wumber: C00172692
Reference: Year-Bnd Report (7/1/85-12/31/88%)
Dear Nz. Cooks

It has come to the attention of the Pederal ERlection
Commission (“the Commission®) that rnt committee be in
violation of 2 U.5.C. $434(a) for failing to file above
teferenced Report oOf Receipts and Disbursements. TYou were
notified previously of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report immediately with
the PFederal Blection Commission, 999 B Street, W, Washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the
Senate, as appropriate). A copy of the report or the relevant
portions should alsc be filed with the Secretary of State or
equivalent state officer. See 2 U.8.C. §439.

Although the Commission may initiate an asudit or legal
enforcement action ooncomlnl this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Baber on our
;o:l-t:“ number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202) 376-
480.

Sincerely,

) &S ton_

John D. Gibson
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division




QUARTERLY

REPORT NOTICE

FECERAL ELECTION COMMISSION |

PARTIES AND PACS March 21, 1986

WEO MOST FILE
ALL Party Committees, Non-connected Committees and Separate
Segregated Punds, except those filing monthly (see below), must file

& quarterly report by April 15, 1986.

WEAT NUST BE REFPORTED

The report must disclose all financial activity that occurred from
the close of books for last report filed through March 31, 1986.
Political committees that have not previously filed a financial
disclosure report should report all financial activity through March
31, 1986.* Pror more detailed instructions, consult your campaign

guide.

WEEN TO FILE ]
Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked no
later than midnight April 15, 19686. Reports hand delivered or mailed
first class must be received no later than close of business April

15, 1986.

WEERRE AND BON TO FILE
Committees should consult the instructions on the enclosed FEC Form

3x for details.

MONTHLY FILERS

Committees that file on a monthly schedule must file their next
report by April 20, 1986, and disclose all financial activity of
their committee from March 1 through March 31, 1986. (See the
schedule of monthly reports on the reverse side.)

CONPLIANCE

Political committees are fully liable for failure to file any report
required under the Act. PFailure to file in a timely fashion is also
a serious violation. Offending committees are subject to enforcement
action. Committees must also submit legible reports which can be
clearly reproduced. Illegible reports and reports submitted on non-
FEC forms will not be accepted, and committees filing such documents
will be required to refile.

*The first report filed by a committee shall include all amounts
received or disbursed prior to becoming a political committee, even
if such amounts were not received or disbursed during the current
reporting pericd. See 11 CFR 104.3(a) and (b).




QUARTERLY FILERS
Committees that make contributions or expenditures (including
independent expenditures) in connection with an election, must
file a pre-election report if this activity has not been
previously disclosed. See the January 1986 issue of the

Federal Election Commission Record for primary election filing
requirements.

MONTHLY FILERS
Committees that file monthly must follow the schedule below.
Pre-general election reports sent by registered or certified
mail must be postmarked no later than midnight October 20,

- 1986. All other reports sent by registered or certified mail
sust be postmarked no later than midnight on the filing date

N in order to be timely. Reports hand delivered or mailed first
class must be received by close of business on the filing

o date.

. REPORT PERIOD COVERED  FILING
~ February 01/01 01/31 E%Toz 0/86

Pre-election 10/01 10/15 10/23/86
Post-election 10/16 11/24 12/04/86

Year-End 11/28 12/31 01/31/87

March 02/01 = 02/28 03/20/86
() April 03/01 =~ 03/31 04/20/86
May 04/01 =~ 04/30 05/20/86
. June 05/01 - 05/31 06/20/86
' July 06/01 - 06/30 07/20/86
' August 07/01 - 07/31 08/20/86
Y September 0s/01 - 08/31 09/20/86
October 09/01 =~ 09/30 10/20/86

INDEPENDENT EXFENDITURES
Any independent expenditure aggregating $1,000 or more and
made between 2 and 20 days before an election must be reported
within 24 hours after the expenditure is made. See 11 CFR
104.4(c) (2) and (3) for information concerning where to file.’

FOR INFORMATION CALL: Information Services Division
800/424-9530 or 202/376-3120
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'Attlnt -~

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20681 Nay 7, 1986

Albesrt Cook, Treasurer

Califocnians for a Strong -
America !

737 Hozth Robinson Streset

Los Angeles, CA 90026

Identification Wumber: CO00172692
Reference: April Quacterly Report (1/1/86-3/31/86)
Dear -l. Oﬂll

P It bas come to the attention of the Federal ERlection
M Commission ("the Commission®”) that you may be in violation of 2
~r U.8.C. §434(a) for failing to file the above referenced Report of

Receipts and Disbursements. You were notified previously of the
o due date for this report.
o~

It is important that you file this report immediately with
the Federal Election Commission, 999 R Street, WN, Washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the

IS Senate, as appropriate). A copy of the report or the relevant

- portions should also be filed with the Secretary of State or
~ equivaient state officer. BSee 2 U.8.C. $439.

O 9 Although the Commission may initiate an audit or 1legal

enforcement action concerni this matter, your prompt response
e and a letter of explanation ﬁn be taken l‘nto oonl’tdoutton.’o

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Baber on our
Y o toll-free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202) 376-
2400.

Sincerely,

L) alom—

John D. Gibson !
Assistant Staff Director 3
Reports Analysis Division




MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES:

COMMITTEE:
I.D. NUMBER:
CONTACT:
DATE:
ANALYST:
SUBJECT:

Californians for a Strong America

C00172692

Nick Sirokin, Executive Director

May 30, 1986

Bill Baber

Non-Filing of the 86 Q1 Report

I called Mr. Sirokin this afternoon and told him

we had not yet received the B6 Q1 Report of Californians

for a Strong America. He said he was going to mail it today.




MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES:
COMMITTEE : CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA

1.D. NUMBER: C00172692
CONTACT: Nick Sirokin, Executive Director

DATE: June 6,1986

ANALYST: Bi11 Baber

SUBJECT: Non-Filing of the 86 Q1 Report

1 called Mr. Sirokin today concerning the non-filing of the
1986 Q1 Report. His secretary said that Mr. Sirokin was on vacation
and that he would not be in the office until Monday, June 9, 1986.




MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES: \
COMMITTEE: CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA

1.D. NUMBER: €00172692
CONTACT: Nick Sirokin, Executive Director

DATE: June 9, 1986

ANALYST: Bi11 Baber
SUBJECT: Non-filing of the 86 Q1 Report

I called Mr. Sirokin concerning the non-filing of the committee's
1986 April Quarterly Report. He told me that he was still working
on it and had not yet sent it in. He asked if it would suffice if
he could get it postmarked by Thursday. I told him that it would
be beyond my authority at that point, but I a&v1$ed him to file the
report as soon as possible. He asked me what the FEC could do because
of this. I told him that I could not speak for the Commission, but
that the Commission does have the authority to levy fines for non-
filing of reports. He asked me the amounts of the fines and the

procedures. I told him that I was unaware of the exact procedures

for assessing civil penalties.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WAIHICION. D C S --L

Albert Cook, Treasurer AN “.

Californians for a ltroa! America
737 Worth Robinson Btree
Los Angeles, CA 90026

Tdentification Wumber: C00172692
Reference: 1985-1986 Blection Cycle Reports
Dear Mr. Cook:

It has come to the attention of the PFederal BRlection
Commission ("the Commission®) that your oommittes may have
violated 2 U.8.C. §434(a), by failing to timely file Reports of

Receipts and Disbursements. The following is a 1ist of the
reports in qguestion.

Beport Type Rue Date Rate Piled
Year End Report

(7/1/85-132/31/85) 1/31/86 3/25/%6
April Quarterly Report

(1/1/86-3/31/86) 4/15/86 not filed

Timely filing is a specific » irement of the Pederal
Election Campaign Act ("the Act®) and is essential to fulfilling
the public disclosure concept embodied in that law. The
Commission views the untimely filing of reports as a serious
violation of the Act. This communication is to advise you that,
notwithstanding any matters which may be pendl before the
Coamission, any additional report whi is not submitted in a
timely manner by r committee may result in the Commission
initiating leagal enforcement or audit actioa.

You may submit a letter of explanation in response to this
notification. If, Lowever, you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Bill Baber on our toll-free number, (800) 424-
9530. Our local number is (202) 376-2480.

Sincerely,
Lisa J. Btolaruk

Chief, Pltt{/lon-l'nty Branch
Reports Anzlysis Division

i
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QUARTERLY

REPORT NOTICE

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

PARTIES AND PACS June 20, 1986

WHO MUST FILE

All Party Committees, Nonconnected Committees and Separate Segregated
Funds, except those that file monthly (see below), must file a
quarterly report by July 15, 1986.

WHAT MUST BE REPORTED

The report must disclose all financial activity that occurred from
the close of books for the last report filed through June 30, 1986.
Political committees that have not previously filed a financial
disclosure report should report all financial activity through June
30, 1986.* Por more detailed instructions, consult your campaign
guide.

WHEN TO FILE

Reports sent by registered or certified mail must be postmarked no
later than midnight July 15, 1986. Reports hand delivered or mailed
first class must be received no later than close of business July 15,
1986.

WHERE AND HBOW TO FILE
Committees should consult the instructions on the enclosed FEC Form
3X fo. details.

MONTHLY FILERS

Committees that file on a monthly schedule must file their next
report by July 20, 1986, and disclose all financial activity of their
committee from June 1 through June 30, 1986. (See the schedule of
monthly reports on the reverse side.)

COMPLIANCE

Political committees are fully liable for failure to file any report
required under the Act. PFailure to file in a timely fashion is also
a serious violation. Offending committees are subject to enforcement
action. Committees must also submit legible reports which can be
clearly reproduced. Illegible reports and reports submitted on non-
FEC forms will not be accepted, and committees filing such documents
will be required to refile.

*The first report filed by a committee shall include all amounts
received or disbursed prior to becoming a political committee, even
if such amounts were not received or disbursed during the current
reporting period. See 1l CFR 104.3(a) and (b).

-over-




QUARTERLY FILERS

Committees that make contributions or expenditures (including
independent expenditures) in connection with an election, must
file a pre-election report, if this activity has not been
previously disclosed. See the January 1986 issue of the
Federal Election Commission Record for primary election filing
regquirements.

MONTHLY FILERS

Committees that file monthly reports must follow the schedule
below. Pre-general election reports sent by registered or
certified mail must be postmarked no later ihan mid-night
October 20, 1986. All other reports sent by registered or
certified mail must be postmarked no later than midnight on
the filing date in order to be timely. Reports hand delivered
or mailed first class must be received by close of business on
the filing date.

REPORT FILING
DATE
February 02/20/86

March 03/20/86
April 04/20/86
May 05/20/86
June 06/20/86
July 07/20/86
August 08/20/86
September 09/20/86
October 10/20/86
Pre-election 10/23/86
Post-election 12/04/86
Year-End 01/31/87

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURES

Any independent expenditure aggregating $1,000 or more and
made between 2 and 20 days before an election must be reported
within 24 hours after the expenditure is made. See 11l CFR
104.4(c) (2) and (3) for information concerning where to file.

FOR INFORMATION CALL: Information Services Division
800/424-9530 or 202/376-3120
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C 20463

RQ-7
August 6, 1986

Albert Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026

Identification Number: C00172692
Reference: July Quarterly Report (4/1/86-6/30/86)
Dear Mr. Cook:

It has come to the attention of the Federal Election
Commission ("the Commission™) that your committee may be in
violation of 2 U.S5.C. §434(a) for failing to file the above
referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements. You were
notified previously of the due date for this report.

It is important that you file this report immediately with
tli. federal Election Commission, 999 E Street, NW, washington, DC
20463 (or with the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the
Senate, as appropriate). A copy of the report or the relevant
portions should also be filed with the Secretary of State or
equivalent State officer. See 2 U.5.C. §439.

Although the Commission may initiate an audit or legal
enforcement action concerning this matter, your prompt response
and a letter of explanation will be taken into consideration.

If you have any questions, please contact Bill Baber on our
toll-free number (800) 424-9530. Our local number is (202) 376-
2480.

Sincerely,

John D, son
Assistant Staff Director
Reports Analysis Division




FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S %cfi Ag: 0'

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL RAD REFERRAL #86WF-18 =
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION: STAFF MEMBER: L. Tobey

SOURCE OF MUR: I NTERNATLLY GENERATED

RESPONDENT'S NAME: Californians for a Strong America and
Albert Cook, as treasurer

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4)(A) (1) and (iv)
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: 1986 Committee Reports
FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None
GENERATION OF MATTER
This matter was referred to the Office of General Counsel by
the Reports Analysis Division (hereinafter, "RAD").
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS
RAD indicated that the Californians for a Strong America

Commmittee, and Albert Cook, as treasurer (hereinafter, "the

Committee®™) failed to file three (3) reports in a timely manner.

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(hereinafter, "the Act") requires that political committees which
elect to file quarterly reports shall file their reports no later
than the fifteenth day after the last day of each calendar
quarter. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(i). Thus, the Quarterly Report
for the first gquarter of 1986 was due on April 15, 1986. The
Quarterly Report for second quarter of 1986 was due on July 15,
1986.

The Act also provides that in a calendar year in which there




is no general election, political committees shall file a report

covering the period beginning July 1 and ending December 31,

which shall be filed no later than January 31 of the following

Thus, the Year-End Report for 1985 was due on

calendar year.

January 31, 1986.

Californians for a Strong America is a political committee

registered with the Commission. RAD reported that the Committee

filed three reports late as follows:

O REPORT DATE DUE DATE FILED DAYS LATE
1985 Year End Jan. 31, 1986 March 25, 1986 54

June 21, 1986 67

1986 April
Quarterly

April 15, 1986

1986 July
Quarterly

July 15, 1986 August 5, 1986* 21

Therefore, the Office of General Counsel recommends that the

Commission find reason to believe that the Californians for a Strong

America, and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§§ 434(a) (4) (A) (i) and (iv).

*Although the 1986 July Quarterly Report was sent by registered
mail on August 5, 1986, the Commission did not receive the document
until August 11, 1986.




1. Open a MUR.

24 Find reason to believe that the caf!!ornilnl for a Strong
America, and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
§§ 434(a) (4)(A) (i) and (iv).

' 4

. 1 Approve and send the attached !lctﬁil and Legal Analysis.

4. Approve and send the attached letter.

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Date

" Lawrence M. Noble
Deputy General Counsel

Attachments
I. RAD Referral
I1. Proposed Factual and Legal Analysis
III. Proposed Letter to Respondents




In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America
and Albert Cook, as treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on October 9,
1986, the Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take

the following actions in RAD Ref. 86NF-18:

1. Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe that the Californians
for a Strong America, and Albert Cook, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A) (1)
and (iv).

Approve and send the Factual and Legal Analysis,
as recommended in the First General Counsel's
Report signed October 6, 1986.
Approve and send the letter, as recommended
in the First General Counsel's Report signed
October 6, 1986.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald

and McGarry voted affirmatively for this decision; Commissioner

McGarry did not cast a vote.

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: Tues., 10-7-86,
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis: Tues., 10-7-86,
Deadline for vote: Thurs., 10-9-98,




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C. 2046}
October 14, 1986

Californians for a Strong America Committee
c/o Albert Cook, treasurer

737 N. Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

RE: MUR 2265,
Dear Mr. Cook:

On October 9 + 1986, the Pederal Election Commission
determined that there is reason to believe that Californians for
a Strong America and you, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§§ 434(a)(4)(A) (i) and (iv), provisions of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). The General
Counsel's factual and legal analysis, which formed a basis for
the Commission's finding, is attached for your information.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate that
no action should be taken against you and the committee. You may
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's consideration of this matter.

Please submit any such materials within fifteen days of your
receipt of this letter. Statements should be submitted under
oath.

In the absence of any additional information which
demonstrates that no further action should be taken against your
committee and you, as treasurer, the Commission may find probable
cause to believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with
conciliation.

If you are interested in pursuing pre-probable cause
conciliation, you should so request in writing. See 11 C.F.R.
§ 111.18(d). Upon receipt of the request, the Office of General
Counsel will make recommendations to the Commission either
proposing an agreement in settlement of the matter or
recommending declining that pre-probable cause conciliation be
pursued. The Office of General Counsel may recommend that pre-
probable cause conciliation not be entered into at this time so
that it may complete its investigation of the matter. Further,
requests for pre-probable cause conciliation will not be
entertained after briefs on probable cause have been mailed to
the respondent.




Californians for a Strong America Committee
Page Two

Requests for extensions of time will not be routinely
granted. Requests must be made in writing at least five days
prior to the due date of the response and specific good cause
must be demonstrated. In addition, the Office of General Counsel
is not authorized to give extensions beyond 20 days.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.

The investigation now being conducted will be confidential
in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (11) (A),
unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the
investigation to be made public.

For your information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's procedures for handling possible violations
of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact Laurence

:iooTobcy, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 376~

Sincerely, -

5Ok

oan D. Aikens
Chairman

Enclosures
General Counsel's Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C 20463

December 15, 1986

Nick Sirokin, Executive Director
Californians for a Strong America Committee
737 N. Robinson ST

Los Angeles, CA 90026

Dear Mr. Sirokin:

This letter confirms your telephone conversation
on December 12, 1986 with Laurence E. Tobey of our
staff. 1In a prior conversation on December 2, 1986, you
stated that your committee wished to request pre-probable
cause conciliation to settle this matter. No request
has been received to date. Pursuant to 11 C.F.R.
§ 111.18 (d), requests for pre-probable cause conciliation
must be in writing.

You indicated to Mr. Tobey on December 12, 1986
that you were preparing a letter to be mailed shortly
to request pre-probable cause conciliation. As
Mr. Tobey advised you, please take notice that if
your written request has not been received by this
Office on December 19, 1986, we will proceed to
the next stage of the enforcement process, which is
the filing of a brief recommending probable cause to
believe that your committee violated 2 U.S5.C. § 434
(a] (4) (A) (i) and (iv).

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Soio i T

s G. rner
Associate General Counsel

BY:
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CALIFORNIANS FOR

A STRONG AMERICA

737 N. Robinson St., Los Angeles, CA 90026
(213) 669-0635

Charles N. Steele

General Counsel

Federal Flection Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Steele:

This is a request for pre-probable cause concl;?atlon
on the matter described as violation 2 U.S.C. 434
(a) (4) (A) (1) and (iv).

Please excuse me for the delay in responding.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

A/.,__t/,{r _,)’L\ 2 ),/c L—-.

Nick Sorokin

gg :0lv E2330 0
g AR
S A

Paid for and authorized by Californians for a Strong America.




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

P OMM

In the Matter of )
) -
Californians for A Stong America ) MUR 226% Nrr2d AJ: 47
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer ) s
GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
The Office of General Counsel is prepared to close the
investigation in this matter as to the Californians for A Strong

America and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, based on its assessment

of the information presently available.

29 ta- \Q('(‘

Date

General Counsel




-~ P

02;“‘“‘ JuU
-~

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON, D.C. 20463

December 30, 1986

1ge

18

The Commission

Charles N. Stee@(
General Counsel

MUR 2265~ Californians for a Strong America,
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

Attached for the Commission's review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues
of the above-captioned matter. A copy of this brief and a letter
notifying the Respondents of the General Counsel's intention to
recommend probable cause was mailed on December 30,

1986. Following receipt of Respondents' reply to this notice,

this Office will make a further report to the Commission.

Attachments:
l. Brief (1)
2. Letter to Respondents (1)




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20461}

December 30, 1986

IPF MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT
A rt J. Cook, Treasurer
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson ST
Los Angeles, CA 90026

RE: MUR 2265
Dear Mr. Cook:

Based on the information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the Federal
Election Commission, on October 9, 1986, found reason to believe
that the Californians for a Strong America, and you, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A)(i)and (iv), and
instituted an investigation in this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of General Counsel is prepared to
recommend that the Commission find probable cause to believe that
a violation has occurred.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the position of
the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues of the case.
Within fifteen days of your receipt of this notice, you may file
with the Secretary of the Commission a brief (10 copies if
possible) stating your position on the issues and replying to the
brief of the General Counsel. (Three copies of such brief should
also be forwarded to the Office of General Counsel, if possible.)
The General Counsel's brief and any brief which you may submit
will be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a vote
of probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.

If you are unable to file a responsive brief within 15 days,
you may submit a written request to the Commission for an
extension of time in which to file a brief. The Commission will
not grant any extensions beyond 20 days. All requests for
extensions of time must be submitted 5 days prior to the due date
and must be in writing. Further, good cause must be shown.




Californians for a Strong America
Page Two

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that the
Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not less than
thirty, but not more than ninety, days to settle this matter
through a conciliation agreement.

Should you have any questions, please contact Laurence E.
Tobey, the attorney assigned to this matter, (202) 376-8200.

General COuﬁlel

Enclosure:
Brief




In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2265
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

This matter arose as a referral from the Reports Analysis
Division (hereinafter, "RAD"). RAD indicated that the
Californians for a Strong America committee, and Albert J. Cook,
as treasurer (hereinafter, "Respondents”) failed to file three
reports in a timely manner.

On October 9, 1986, the Commission found reason to believe
that Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4)(A) (1) and (iv).
A letter notifying Respondents of the Commission's finding was
mailed on October 14, 1986 by certified mail, return receipt
requested. The certified mail receipt card was never returned.

However, on December 2, 1986, during a telephone conversation

with a representative of the GeneralVCounsel's Office,

Respondents admitted that they had received the notification.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
(hereinafter, "the Act") provides that in calendar years in which
a regularly scheduled general election is held, all political

committees which elect to file quarterly reports (other than the




authorized committess of a candidate) shall file quarterly

reports which shall be filed no later than the 15th day after the

last day of each calendar guarter. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(1).
Thus, for calendar year 1986, quarterly reports were due on April
15, 1986 for the first quarter and July 15, 1986 for the second
quarter.

Respondents failed to file their 1986 April Quarterly report
in a timely manner. The report was due on April 15, 1986, but
was not filed until June 21, 1986. Therefore, the report was 64
days late, and Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4)(A)(1).

Respondents also failed to file their 1986 July Quarterly
Report in a timely manner. The report was due on July 15, 1986,
but was not filed until August 5, 1986. Therefore, the report
was 21 days late, and Respondents violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a) (4) (A) (1).

The Act further provides that in a year in which no
regularly scheduled federal election is held, all political
committees (other than the authorized committees of a candidate)
shall file a report covering the period begining July 1 and
ending December 31, which shall be filed no later than January 31
of the following calendar year. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).
Thus, the 1985 Year End Report was due on January 31, 1986.

Respondents failed to file their 1985 Year End Report in a

timely manner. The report was due on January 31, 1986, but was




not filed until March 25, 1986. Therefore, the report was 53

days late, and Respondents violated 2 U.S5.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

) Find probable cause to believe that the Californians for a
Strong America, and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(4)(A)(1).

2. Find probable cause to believe that the Californians for a
Strong America, and Albert J. Cook, as treas » violated
2 U.8.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (iv).

%0 Qg_\QK

Date

General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

January 9, 1987

IFr MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

Nick Sorokin, Executive Director
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson ST

Los Angeles, California 90026

RE: MUR 2265
Dear Mr. Sorokin:

This letter acknowledges your undated request for pre-
probable cause conciliation in this matter, which was received on
December 23, 1986, and confirms your conversation with
Laurence E. Tobey of our staff on January 6, 1987.

Please be advised that this Office will recommend that the
Commission grant pre-probable cause conciliation. However, your
request for pre-probable cause conciliation was not submitted in
a timely manner. 1In prior conversations and correspondence, you
were advised that such a request must be received by December 19,
1986. Because your request was not received on that date, this
Office proceeded to file its brief in this matter. A copy of
that brief was mailed to Albert Cook, the treasurer of your
committee.

Under the circumstances, this Office will recommend that the
Commission grant pre-probable cause conciliation. 1If granted,
this procedure will provide thirty days for the negotiation of a
mutually-acceptable conciliation agreement and civil penalty in
settlement of this matter. However, please be advised that if a
conciliation agreement is not reached within thirty days, this
Office will recommend that the Commission find probable cause to
believe that the alleged violations occurred. No additional time
for reply to the General Counsel's Brief will be granted.
Therefore, if you wish to respond to the General Counsel's Brief,
please do so within the fifteen day period previously granted, as
explained in the letter accompanying the brief.




e

If you have any questions, please contact Laurence E.
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 276-8200.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

S w4
By: Lois G. Lerner

Associate General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of

)
)
Californians for a Strong America ) MUR 2265
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer )

02 KVI Lo
- -

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

1
. Ul‘.

e 1]

I. BACKGROUND

On October 9, 1986, the Commission found reason to béi}evei

that the Californians for a Strong America committee, and Albert
Cook, as treasurer (hereinafter, "Respondents" or "the
Committee") violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A) (i) and (iv) by
failing to file three reports in a timely manner. Notification
of this finding was sent by certified mail on October 14, 1986.
The certified mail receipt was never returned, and no response
was received from the Committee. On December 2, 1986, this
Office contacted Nick Sorokin, the executive director of the
Committee. Mr. Sorokin admitted that he had received the
Commission's notification and that he had failed to respond to
it. Pre-probable cause conciliation was discussed, and
Mr. Sorokin stated that he would file a request promptly. No
request was received.

On December 12, 1986, this Office again contacted
Mr. Sorokin, who admitted that he had failed to submit a request.
Mr. Sorokin agreed to a deadline of December 19, 1986, with the
understanding that if no request were received by that date, this
Office would proceed to the next stage of the enforcement process
by filing the General Counsel's Brief. A confirming letter was

sent to Mr. Sorokin on December 15, 1986. Attachment I.




No request or other communication was received by the

deadline of December 19, 1986, and therefore, this Office

prepared its brief. On December 23, 1986, this Office received a

request for pre-probable cause conciliation. Attachment II. Due
to this Office's agreement with Mr. Sorokin that the request
would be filed by December 19, and also due to staff absences for
the holidays, this request was not considered in time to hold the
mailing of the General Counsel's Brief. The brief was mailed to
respondents on December 30, 1986, and copies were circulated to
the Commission on the same day.

This Office's usual practice is that requests for pre-
probable cause conciliation will not be entertained after briefs
on probable cause have been mailed to the respondent. Respondent
was so advised in this matter. However, in view of the fact that
Respondent's request and the brief in this matter crossed in the
mail, this Office decided to recommend pre-probable cause
conciliation under the circumstances.

On January 6, 1986, this Office contacted Mr. Sorokin by
telephone and explained to him that this request had been
received and that this Office would recommend that the Commission
grant pre-probable cause conciliation. However, this Office also
advised Mr. Sorokin that in the event that a conciliation
agreement was not reached within the thirty day period, this
Office would proceed to recommend that the Commission find

probable cause to believe that the alleged violations had




occurred based on the General Counsel's Brief, and that no

additional time would be granted. This Office sent a confirming

letter to ur; Sorokin. Attachment III.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

This Office set forth its analysis of this matter in the
First General Counsel's Report, signed October 6, 1986. No
additional information has been discovered to alter this
analysis.

III. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY




RECOMMENDATIONS

Enter into pre-probable cause conciliation with the
Californians for a Stong America, and Albert Cook, as
treasurer.

Approve and send the attached proposed conciliation
agreement.

Approve and send the attached letter.

Charles N. Steele
al Counsel

Date

7 Mo
[[/)J/g 7 c Méf—iéﬂ///{

Deputy General Counsel

Attachments:

I.
II.
III.
Iv.
V.

Letter to respondents

Request for pre-probable cause conciliation
Letter to respondents

Proposed conciliation agreement

Proposed letter to respondents




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

)
; MUR 2265
)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on January 28,
1987, the Commission decided by a vote of ¢-0 to take

the following actions in MUR 2265.

Enter into pre-probable cause
conciliation with the Califor-
nians for a Stong America, and
Albert Cook, as treasurer, prior
to a finding of probable cause
to believe.

Approve and send the proposed
conciliation agreement, as
recommended in the General
Counsel's Report signed January 20,
1987.

Approve and send the letter, as
recommended in the General Counsel's
Report signed January 20, 1987.
Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald

McGarry and Thomas voted affirmatively for this decision.

Attest:

Mdrjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in the Office of Commission Secretary: Tues., 1-20-87, 12:53

Circulated on 48 hour tally basis: Tues., 1-20-87, 4:00

Deadline for vote: Thurs., 1-22-87, 4:00
(deadline extended 24hr.) |




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINCTON DC 26l

February 3, 1987

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Nick Sorokin, Executive Director
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 20026

RE: MUR 2265

Dear Mr. Sorokin:

On October 9, 1986, the Commission found reason to believe
that the Californians for a Strong America and Albert Cook, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4)(A)(i) and (iv). At
your request, the Commission determined on January 28, 1987, to
enter into negotiations directed towarde reaching a conciliation
agreement in settlement of this matter prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe.

Enclosed is a conciliation agreement that the Commission has
approved in settlement of this matter. If you agree with the
provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign and return it,
along with the civil penalty, to the Commission. In light of the
fact that conciliation negotiations, prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe, are limited to a maximum of 30 days,
you should respond to this notification as soon as possible. 1If
you have any questions or suggestions for changes in the
agreement, or if you wish to arrange a meeting in connection with
a mutually satisfactory conciliation agreement, please contact
rLaurence E. Tobey, the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)
376-8200.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
Counsel

L/
ity I/Qébleé (e

Deputy General Counsel

Enclosure:
conciliation agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION E!Etuulvs SE".'IEJ:

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2265

and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer
GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

)
)
)
)

I. BACKGROUND R 1

This matter arose as a referral from the Reports Ana&;sis
Division ("RAD"). On October 7, 1986, the Commission foufd®
reason to believe that the Californians for a Strong America
committee, and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a)(4) (A) (i) and (iv) by failing to file three reports in a
timely manner. A letter notifying Respondents of the
Commission's finding was mailed on October 14, 1986 by certified
mail, return receipt requested.

The certified mail receipt card was never returned. On
December 2, 1986, this Office contacted the Executive Director of
the committee, Nick Sorokin. (Mr. Sorokin's name was suggested
by RAD as the "responsible person" at the committee.) Mr. Sorokin
admitted that he had received the notification letter. He also
admitted that he had not responded to it, but stated that he
intended to do so. Pre-probable cause conciliation was
discussed, and Mr. Sorokin stated that he would file a request.

On December 12, 1986, this Office again contacted
Mr. Sorokin, who admitted that he had failed to submit a request.
Mr. Sorokin agreed to a deadline of December 19, 1986, with the

understanding that if no request were received by that date, this




Office would proceed to the next stage of the enforcement process

by filing the General Counsel's Brief. A confirming letter was

sent to Mr. Sorokin on December 15, 1986.

No request or other communication was received by the
deadline of December 19, 1986, and therefore, this Office
prepared its brief. On December 23, 1986, this Office received a
request for pre-probable cause conciliation. Due to this
Office's agreement with Mr. Sorokin that the request would be
filed by December 19, and also due to staff absences for the
holidays, this request was not considered in time to hold the
mailing of the General Counsel's Brief. The brief was mailed to
respondents on December 30, 1986, and copies were circulated to
the Commission on the same day.

This Office's usual practice is that requests for pre-
probable cause conciliation will not be entertained after briefs
on probable cause have been mailed to the respondent. Respondent
was so advised in this matter. However, in view of the fact that
Respondent's request and the brief in this matter crossed in the
mail, this Office decided to recommend pre-probable cause
conciliation under the circumstances.

On January 6, 1986, this Office contacted Mr. Sorokin by
telephone and explained to him that his request had been received
and that this Office would recommend that the Commission grant
pre-probable cause conciliation. However, this Office also

advised Mr. Sorokin that in the event that a conciliation




agreement was not reached within the thirty day period, this

Office would proceed to recommend that the Commission find
probable cause to believe that the alleged violations had
occurred based on the General Counsel's Brief, and that no
additional time would be granted. This Office sent a confirming
letter to Mr. Sorokin on January 9, 1987.

On January 28, 1987, the Commission decided to enter into
pre-probable cause conciliation with Respondents. On February 3,
1987, this Office mailed a proposed conciliation agreement
approved by the Commission to Respondents by certified mail.
However, the certified mail receipt card was not received.

On February 26, 1986, this Office contacted Mr. Sorokin by
telephone. Mr. Sorokin acknowledged that he had received the
proposed agreement on February 9, 1987. Mr. Sorokin was advised
that the thirty day period for pre-probable cause conciliation
began on February 9, the date of his receipt of the proposed

agreement.




In view of the facts that
Respondent has previously been served with the General Counsel's
Brief, has failed to respond to it, and that Respondent was
specifically advised that no additional time for further
proceedings would be granted if pre-probable cause conciliation
were unsuccessful, this Office believes that this matter is ripe
for a finding of probable cause by the Commission.
II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

This Office set forth its analysis of this matter in the

General Counsel's Brief, signed December 30, 1986. No additional
information has been discovered to alter this analysis.

Respondent has submitted no reply to the General Counsel's Brief.

III. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY




RECOMMENDATIONS

Find probable cause to believe that the Californians for a
Stong America, and Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A) (i) and (iv).

Approve and send the attached conciliation agreement.

Approve and send the attached letter.
'Z/t[ﬁ"?
il )

Attachments:

Date awrence M. NoDle

Acting General Counsel

I. Proposed conciliation agreement (1)
II. Proposed letter to respondent (1)




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America
and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

)
; MUR 2265
)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session of April 22,
1987, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in MUR 2265:

4 Find probable cause to believe that the

Californians for a Strong America, and
Albert Cook, as treasurer, violated

2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A) (1) and (iv).
Approve and send the conciliation agreement
attached to the General Counsel's report
dated April 1, 1987.

Approve and send the letter attached to
the General Counsel's report dated
April 1, 1987.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald,
McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

A/-M-g?

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON. D C 20463
April 28, 1987

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Nick Sorokin, Executive Director
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026

RE: MUR 2265

Dear Mr. Sorokin:

On April 22, 1987, the Federal Election Commission found
that there is probable cause to believe that the Californians for
a Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, violated
2 U.5.C, § 434(a)(4)(A) (i) and (iv), provisions of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, in connection with the
failure to file required reports in a timely manner.

As you were advised by letter dated January 9, 1987, the
Commission granted pre-probable cause conciliation for a period
of thirty days notwithstanding the fact that you had previously
been served with the General Counsel's Brief in this matter. Our
records indicate that the thirty day conciliation period began on
February 9, 1987, when you received the letter containing the
proposed agreement, and expired on March 11, 1987. Allowing 3
days for mailing, as required by 11 C.F.R. § 111.21, your
response was due no later than March 16, 1987, accounting for
weekends. No response of any kind was received from you in that
time, or at any time since. Therefore, the Commission considers
that pre-probable cause conciliation negotiations with you were
unsuccessful.

The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct such
violations for a period of 30 to 90 days by informal methods of
conference, conciliation, and persuasion, and by entering into a
conciliation agreement with a respondent. If we are unable to
reach an agreement during that period, the Commission may
institute a civil suit in United States District Court and seek
payment of a civil penalty.

Enclosed is a conciliation agreement that the Commission has
approved in settlement of this matter. If you agree with the
provisions of the enclosed agreement, please sign and return it,
along with the civil penalty, to the Commission within 10 days.




Californians for a Strong America
Page Two

I will then recommend that the Commission approve the agreement.
Please make your check for the civil penalty payable to the
Federal Election Commission.

If you have any questions or suggestions for changes in the
enclosed conciliation agreement, or if you wish to arrange a
meeting in connection with a mutually satisfactory conciliation
agreement, please contact Laurence E. Tobey, the attorney
assigned to this matter, at (202) 376-8200.

Since

Lawrence M. Noble
Acting General Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America, and MUR 2265
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

bd Eiunrw"

-

BACKGROUND

¢

On April 22, 1987, the Commission decided to enter into
post-probable cause conciliation with the Californians for a
Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as Treasurer. The Commission
mailed the notification letter and proposed conciliation
agreement to Respondents on April 28, 1987.

The Office of General Counsel has been in contact with the
Executive Director representing the Californians for a Strong
America and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, to discuss
conciliation. Therefore, this Office believes it is worthwhile
to continue these post-probable cause conciliation negotiations
for an additional thirty (30) days to determine if an agreement
can be reached.

Lawrence M. Noble
Acting General Counsel

b a8 )

Date Lois G. Lernner

Associate neral Counsel




In the Matter of msﬂﬂﬂﬂ

)
)
Californians for a Strong America ) MUR 2265
and Albert J.' Cook, as treasurer ) DEC 08m ;

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND
On April 22, 1987, the Commission found probable cause to

believe that the Californians for a Strong America and Albert J.
Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. §§ 434(a) (4) (A) (i) and
(iv). The Commission mailed the notification letter and proposed

conciliation agreement to Respondents on April 28, 1987.

1/ Nick Sorokin is the Executive Director of the Committee.
gis ?::e was suggested by RAD as the "responsible person"™ at the
omm ee.




Mr. Sorkin's failure to submit any written counterproposal

or to further communicate with this Office has resulted in a

2
breakdown of post-probable cause conciliation negotiations.-/

In view of the above, and the fact that the ninety-day

period for negotiating an agreement after probable cause to

it is recommended that the Commission

believe has passed,

authorize this Office to file a civil suit.

27 It should be noted that Mr. Sorokin is following a pattern
he established in pre-probable cause conciliation. On October 7,

> 1986, the Commission found reason to believe. Notice was sent to
Respondents on October 14, 1986; however, there was no response.

© On December 2, 1986, this Office contacted Nick Sorokin to

< discuss pre-probable cause conciliation. Mr. Sorokin stated that

he would file a request. No request was submitted; therefore, on
. December 12, 1986, Mr. Sorokin was contacted again and given a
deadline of December 19, 1986, with the understanding that if no
M request for pre-probable cause conciliation or response to reason
to believe were received by that date this Office would proceed
with the next stage of enforcement. On December 23, 1986 the
Respondents' request for pre-probable cause conciliation was
received. On January 28, 1987, the Commission decided to enter
into pre-probable cause conciliation with Respondents. On
February 3, 1987 the proposed conciliation agreement was mailed
to Respondents. On February 26, 1987, this Office contacted
Mr. Sorokin who acknowledged he had received the conciliation
agreement on February 9, 1987.

On April 22, 1987,
the Commission found probable cause. Negotiations for probable
cause conciliation have been identical to that for pre-probable
cause conciliation.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Authorize the Office of the General Counsel to file a civil
suit for relief in the United States District Court against

the Californians for a Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as
treasurer.

Approve the attached letter.

Date Lawrence M#& Nobl

General Counsel

/20 /e
&

Attachments

l. Confirming letter and conciliation agreement
2. Certified receipt

3. Letter




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Californians for a Strong America MUR 2265

and Albert J. Cook, as treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session of December 8,
1987, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in MUR 2265:

Authorize the 0Office of the General Counsel
to file a civil suit for relief in the
United States District Court against the
californians for a Strong America and Albert

J. Cook, as treasurer.

Approve the letter attached to the General
Counsel's report dated December 1, 1987.

Direct the Office of General Counsel to send
a copy of the letter to Albert J. Cook.
Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Josefiak, McDonald,
McGarry, and Thomas voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

/228

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DT 20461

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Nick Sorokin, Executive Director
Californians for a Strong America
737 N. Robinson Street
Los Angeles, CA 90026

MUR 2265
Californians for a Strong
America and Albert J. Cook,

o as treasurer

Dear Mr.

Sorokin:

You were previously notified that on April 22, 1987, the
Federal Election Commission found probable cause to believe that
the Californians for a Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as

M treasurer violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (A) (1) and (iv),

T provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

amended, in connection with the captioned matter.

As a result of our inability to settle this matter through

~ conciliation within the allowable time period, the Commission has
authorized the General Counsel to institute a civil action for

) relief in the United States District Court.

Should you have any questions, or should you wish to settle
this matter prior to suit, please contact Ivan Rivera, Assistant
General Counsel, within five days of your receipt of this letter.

Sing&;éf;,
==

awrenc
General Counsel

e

cc: Albert J. Cook
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Lawrence M. Noble

General Counsel ~ENITEeD
) BiS 1 41CT COURT

Richard B. Bader

Associate General Cou /?7
o |
| 0% "

FILED

Assistant General Cou ‘qﬂmm"m:‘“‘mfﬁgfﬁr
FOR THE PLAINTIFF : NOV - 9 jogg

Robert W. Bonham, III
Attorney

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION ,

999 E Street, N.W. A
Washington, D.C. 20463 :

(202) 376-5690

e S
————

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT >
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION,

Plaintiff,
No. CV-88-1554-AWT
v-
FINAL ORDER AND
CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA, DEFAULT JUDGMENT

et al.,

T Nt N S N N S St Nt

Defendants.

FINAL ORDER AND DEFAULT JUDGMENT
Upon consideration of the plaintiff Federal Election
Commission's motion for default judgment against defendants
Californians For A Strong America and Albert J. Cook, as
treasurer,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the plaintiff's motion be and

the same hereby is granted.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that:

THIS CONSTITUTES NOTICE OF ENTRY
+$ REQUIRED RY FRCP, RULE 77(d).




s
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1. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a)(4) (a) (iv) by failing to file CSA's 1985 Year-End Report
on or before January 31, 1986;

15 pDefendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cock, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (a) (1)
by failing to file CSA's 1986 April Quarterly Report on or
before April 15, 1986;

- F pefendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. § 434(a) (4) (a) (1)
by failing to file CSA's 1986 July Quarterly Report on or
before July 15, 1986;

4. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, are permanently enjoined from
similar future violations of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended;

5. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, shall pay to the plaintiff Federal
Election Commission, within fifteen days from the date of entry
of this default judgment, a civil penalty in the total amount
of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) for which defendants shall

be jointly and severally liable. This amount represents civil

penalties of five thousand dollars ($5,000) for each of the

three foregoing violations by defendants. See 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a) (6) (B); and




6. Defendants Californians For A Strong America and
Albert J. Cook, as treasurer, shall pay the plaintiff Federal

Election Commission, within fifteen (15 days) from the date of

entry of this order and judgment, the additional sum of $28.20.

This amount represents the total costs which have been incurred

to date by or on behalf of the Commission in this action.

mov -9 1988

A. Wallace Tashima
United States District Judge

i; 4: 3 0 O 9w o s W -

Copies to:

—h
(]

Robert W. Bonham, III

Office of the General Counsel
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
(Counsel for plaintiff),

d\
.'.

3

-
(%]

J

-
[«

and

CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA
(Albert J. Cook, Treasurer)

737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026,

and

ALBERT J. COOK, AS TREASURER OF
CALIFORNIANS FOR A STRONG AMERICA

737 North Robinson Street

Los Angeles, CA 90026.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C 20463
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