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August L7

Honorable Robert F. Drinan
224 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Drinan:

NThe attention of the Federal Election Comission has .beeni
drawn to letters (copy enclosed) which were allegedly-maied to.
veterans in the 4th Congressional District of Massachuseitts on
your behalf in connection with your campaign for election'to the
U.S. House of Representatives. The Commission has copies of these

o letters which do not contain the names of persons, associations
or committees which are responsible for their distribution, or
the names of the officers of such associations or committees.

Under Title 18, United States Code, Section 612, the pub-
lication or mailing of such letters without this identifying
information is prohibited. While the Federal Election Commission
does not have direct jurisdiction over apparent violations of 18
U.S.C. Section 612, the Commission is required under Title 2,

C United States Code, Section 438(a)(9) to report apparent vio-
lations of law to appropriate law enforcement authorities which
in this case would be the United States Department of Justice.

Enclosed please find a copy of a booklet entitled, "Federal
Election Campaign Laws" for your reference.

The Commission invites you or your Committee to submit any
information which would clarify, explain or correct the matter
referred to above. Such information should be received by the
Commission not later than ten business days after receipt of
this letter. However, if further guidance or assistance is
required, please do not hesitate to contact Hr. Robert Haimm by
mail or phone at (202) 382-3484.

Sincer y,

Pmr..

- -4 Grdon Adrew McKay
A'U Assistant Staff Director for

Disclosure and Compliance

GAM: jh
Enclosures as stated



Under Title 18, UnIte State Cod*' Sec'tioP? 61,1 *icto
or_ mailing of such letters without, -qWnfr ion is, prohibited.
While the edral: Election Comiso dosnthve-direct jurisdictionI
ove r apparent violations of 18S U.S.C. Section 612, the Commission is,
required under Title 2, United States Code, Section 438(a)(9) to report
apparent violations of law to appropriate law enforcement authorities,

Cwhich in this case would be the United States Department of Justice.

Enclosed please find a copy of a booklet entitled "Federal Election
Campaign Laws" for your reference.

0 The Commission invites you or your Committee to submit any information
which would clarify, explain or correct the matter referred to above.
Such information should be received by the Commission not later than ten

Nbusiness days Laer receipt' ofIthis. letter.. However, it urtherL gia
or assistance is required, pleasedo, not. hesitate to contact. Mr.".*e

V, (%tfdemm by mail or phone at (202) 382-3484.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director for

Disclosure and Compliance

GAM: jh
Enclosures as stated
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Drinan Used Restricted.VA List
In Campaign. Report Chargs.

FITCHBURG (AP) - A confidential
Veterans ,A'dIlaatIaIion list was used d1ur.
lng the 114 Campaign by the political
mittee ins e-d it h lelp re-elect Reap. Itobert
F. Drinm (D.Mss.), according to Drinans
former canpaign manager. the Fitchburg
Sentinel repoted Yesterday.

TIe list was Of Persons receiving VA
benefits in the 4th Congressional District.
Duina was re-elected.

Steve Dickerinan said the list was
"lesned! to the committee by the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV), and the com-
mittee "presumes' the list was an ac-
counting of DAV members in the district.

Persons on the list were sent letters
dated Oct. 29, 1974, urging them to vote for
Drinan, it was reported. The l et te r
reportedly was signed by Harold Russell, a
life member of theDAV, and printed on
Drinan campaign stationery.

Drinan denied any wrongdoing on the
part of his campaign committee and said he
never requested a list of veterans from
either the VA or the Department of De-
fense.

"I wouldn't take it even if they offered
one," he was quoted as saying.

Use of the list was revealed by state Sen.
Robert A. Hall (R-Lunenburg), who has
been mentioned as a likely candidate to op-
pose Drinan In the next election.

Hall said he inquired about the names on

the list after a constituent, Geal C. Feld-
mann of Lunenburg, complaine that th
letter set to him was addressed te hit bak
account at the Merchants Natina Bank 40
Leominster.

Feldmann said fie never authorized
anyone to obtain his bank account number.,
He said he is a retired Army ofier, andhi
retirement checks are sent dietY to t
Account. Feldmann also said he hasreeiv-
ed VA benefits but i-s not now and never has
been a member of the DAV.

Drinari said Feldmiann's grievance of in-
vasion of his right to privacy is ,with so-
rneone else."

The Department of Defense in Washing-
ton said its files on retired personnel are
not public record and are available only to
authorized personinel.

Stratton Appleman. a VA official in
Washington, told Thompson Newspapers
Washington Bureau Chief Richard Maloy
that "bona fide" veteran organizations may
be authorized by the VA adminisrato to'
obtain computer printouts of names and
addresses of persons receiving VA benfits.

He said the list may be used by vetran
groups to notify veterans of services and
benefits and rending legislation, but the,
lists are not to be used for political pur-
poses.

"We do know these lists fall Into the
wrong hands, not necessarily the DAY,. bU
other organizations as well,". he. said.
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Drinan Charged On VA Listi
ambtt _it preuldes for (h
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MMO fidimana." Hall said:- Watergate was the wse of moer
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ae o obtltn . U.ocl was-annoying. "Ttas is another maple of1lIhL
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reW meanwhile who Is alo made availableto op furthier into the matter wadDefie.w

not now and never Maa been
a member of the DAY; although
he says Ih# is a disabldveea

'LsoeVA odt.a
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OrweL. Dig Brother is up there
watching am". Feidnm said.
George Orwell! was-the- author
of the fictional novel -l11161.
in which society boIm'es, oneat veron bencwatched over

"I wonder whast else Drinan
has,*n me. Has -he-contacted
all - d1 my creditort. too?".
Feidniagnncontinuedt-
Feldmann said he holds Dracan

resPonsile for the- alleged In-
1 Washes of privacy. regardless of
,where the list that- ibcluded
Feidifnanas name-, aid ban~k

14e number came fronm.~fe:.remnds S-.constantly
LUt e-Is a leric by wearing

his collar. but he, is. also a
jlawyer aMd should-reafeta
IfI sonselaia is dooe--urong.-he
:i: not-risht bv cormooundlng Lg
lle~ 'should knewM" .bte'.-b

-Good God." aad.-'

. all Prefaced his. remarks on.0
,the Incident byr n#Atir-g.. '"MIS
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Dear Sir:

Would you please read the enclosed and try to help obt^ID

an answer for my constituent? I would appreciate any help you can

give.

Sincerely,

Ro0 ~fM
Senator
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Dear 7eteran:

Recenly the NatI10hai commander Of :he Di40abled anrican

Veterans sent out an urgent notice to all =einbers. , t cooro

reports that the House Ways and Means Co=mI-t@* had attaoho4 a,

p~oviiofl t he Tax Rtefor= Ato194o equirw an £$n0030 tax.

Qfl VA*n~ii~cfre disablilt componsAtIo and 0iJ1targ

retirexlnt disabilityI pay.

This latest report represents still anothe~r Adainiatz'tiOA

threat to the compensation programs You vw111 roembor that last

Bear the office of management and Budget t:led to withhold funds

earmarked by the Congress for VA Medica.! ?:r505s And also tried

to slash the disability rating schedule. Still to be acted upon

Is an Administration proposal which could e~d benea"its f~ir almost

flEJ.LV AU "m~-~- uwidows, and children presontly' under the pens.4on

O program.

- n facto there's never been a t1=0 .426a WO zneeded Drinaz

,more-a& Con gzesslm5n pledged to resist suoch22 efforts to weaken coinpenq-

satlon and other veterans'0 programs. Congressman Dr~nal 'has helped

force the release of VA hospital funds, helped force the Admilnisin

C" tration to withdraw Its Disability Ratifl7 SC:10dule revision, and

hepe send. the pensi1on reform proposal beCk to Committee for

urerstudy. He was one of the first =ner of 0 Congress to

join .with the National Ccnmander in calling for tho resignation of

the pait VA Admninistrator and for new ieada:ship In that agency,.

by pointig to the fact that the VA, whlc.! Is supposed to speakt

for veterans, had consistently opposed 
Ccngzessional Initiatives -

to PZo7ide eq'uity in G. XI. Bill benefits, disability 
compensation,

pensions, and mnodernizationl and Improvemenft *_1 the VA hospital

syst1,em.a

Recog'nizing the effect of inflation an veterans" benefits,,

Congressman Drinan has 74gor-OUSly 
suppoted increaseS In pension,

coi"pensatiofl and survivors' benefits. He hsworked for legis-a

.Zarion to protect pensions from. reductions --ZU* to social security

increases, and has advocated a cost-of-li-.-zE~ Increase In the

* income' limitation of the pension program.

On Niovember ff1!tho your vote for Driznan ca= he'lp keep

-,%.he good fight going.

Herold Russell'
mierembe:

7- . t Dzzabled American Veterans

ISO Rovwe Street.L Newto, Masachuietts 021z'& (617) 969-9300

a

4*

OP tob r 1,974

S jAw;--Zerel, y
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The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.s.c. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified information

(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
comrmercial or
financial information

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investigatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

___(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents

Signed b
date I.q.!2(a 1 7
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