


FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
'WASHINGTON, DC 20463

Honorable Robert F. Drinan
224 Cannon Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Drinan:

The attention of the Federal Election Commission has been
drawn to letters (copy enclosed) which were allegedly mailed to
veterans in the 4th Congressional District of Massachusetts on
your behalf in connection with your campaign for election to the
U.S. House of Representatives. The Commission has copies of these
letters which do not contain the names of persons, associations
or committees which are responsible for their distribution, or
the names of the officers of such associations or committees.

Under Title 18, United States Code, Section 612, the pub-
lication or mailing of such letters without this identifying
information is prohibited. While the Federal Election Commission
does not have direct jurisdiction over apparent violations of 18
U.S.C. Section 612, the Commission is required under Title 2,
United States Code, Section 438(a)(9) to report apparent vio-
lations of law to appropriate law enforcement authorities which
in this case would be the United States Department of Justice.

Enclosed please find a copy of a booklet entitled, "Federal
Election Campaign Laws' for your reference.

The Commission invites you or your Committee to submit any
information which would clarify, explain or correct the matter
referred to above. Such information should be received by the
Commission not later than ten business days after receipt of
this letter. However, if further guidance or assistance is
required, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Robert Hamm by
mail or phone at (202) 382-3484.

Sincergly,
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(£;21‘§ordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director for

Disclosure and Compliance
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Enclosures as stated




Honorable Robert F. Drinan
224 Cannon Building
Waahington. D.C. 20515

; Dear %ngrusman Drinan:

The attention of the Federal Election Commission has bean drawn
to letters (copy enclosed) which were allegedly mailed to [etcrans
in the 4th Congressional District of Massachusetts on your behalf in
connection with your campaign for election to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. The Commission has copies of these letters which em
theinefnce do not contain the names of person§ aasociationcﬁrioa-
mittees, @iy, which m 7 responsible for their distribution, or the
names of the officers of such associations oy.committees,
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Under Title 18, United States 2:2:; Section 612, , 1 publication
or mailing of such letters without information is prohibited.

While the Federal Election Commission does not have direct jurisdiction
over apparent violations of 18 U.S.C. Section 612, the Commission is
required under Title 2, United States Code, Section 438(a)(9) to report
apparent violations of law to appropriate law enforcement authorities,
which in this case would be the United States Department of Justice.

Enclosed please find a copy of a booklet entitled "Federal Election
Campaign Laws'" for your reference.

The Commission invites you or your Committee to submit any information
which would clarify, explain or correct the matter referred to above.
Such information should be received by the Commission not later than ten
business days ater receipt of .this letter. However, if further guidan
or assistance is required, please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Ioeerisd%A*J
Janwfoman by mail or phone at (202) 382-3484.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director for
Disclosure and Compliance
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Drinan Used Restricted VA List
In Campaign, Report Charges

FITCHBURG (AP) — A confidential
Veterans Administration list was used dur-
ing the 1974 campaign by the palitical
mittee formed to help re-elect Rep. Robert
F. Drinan (D-Mass.), according to Drinans
former campaign manager, the Fitchburg
Sentinel reported yesterday.

The list was of persons receiving VA
benefits in the 4th Congressional District.
Drinan was re-elected.

Steve Dickerman said the list was
“loaned” to the committee by the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV), and the com-
mittee ‘“presumes’ the list was an ac-
counting of DAV members in the district.

Persons on the list were sent letters
dated Oct. 29, 1974, urging them to vote for
Drinan, it was reported. The letter
reportedly was signed by Harold Russell, a
life member of the DAV, and printed on
Drinan campaign stationery.

Drinan denied any wrongdoing on the
part of his campaign committee and said he
never requested a list of veterans from
either the VA or the Department of De-
fense.

“I wouldn’t take it even if they offered
one,” he was quoted as saying.

Use of the list was revealed by state Sen.
Robert A. Hall (R-Lunenburg), who has
been mentioned as a likely candidate to op-
pose Drinan in the next election.

Hall said he inquired about the names on

the list after a constituent, Gerald C. Feld-
mann of Lunenburg, compiained that the
letter sent to him was addressed to his bank
account at the Merchants National Bank in
Leominster.

Feldmann said he never authorized
anyone to obtain his bank account number.
He said he is a retired Army officer and his
retirement checks are sent directly to the
account. Feldmann also said he has recetv-
ed VA benefits but is not now and never has
been 2 member of the DAV.

Drinan said Feldmann's grievance of In-
vasion of his right to privacy is “with so-
meone else.”

The Department of Defense in Washing-
ton said its files on retired personnel are
not public record and are available only to
authorized personnel,

Stratton Appleman, a VA official in
Washington, told Thompson Newspapers
Washington Bureau Chief Richard Maloy
that *‘bona fide” veteran organizations may
be authorized by the VA administrator to
obtain computer printouts of names and
addresses of persens receiving VA benefits,

He said the list may be used by veteran
groups to notify veterans of services and
benefits and pending legislation, but the
lists are not to be used for political pur-
poses.

“We do know these lists fali into the
wrong hands, not necessarily the DAV, but
other organizations as well,” he said.
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) List Was Lpnned

‘to veterans. ' The DAV

organization

ges

By DOUG FLETCHER
A conndenual Veterans Ad-

ministration listing .of persons
receiving VA assistance in.the

-4th Congressional District was
““loaned’’ to the 1974 election
Campaign committee of U.S.
Rep.' Robert F. Drinan by the

~?lsa“b gd Ameqcan Veterans

Tho listing is made available
U‘bona  fide'’  veterans

‘organizahonp by the VA with

'a stipulation that wersons on the
list be contacted only to inform
them of certain types of
pgograms or benefits of int:‘rcst
S a
national organization with a
stated  public  purpose of
assisting disabled veterans.
Lending the iist to a political
for use in a

c-ngressional campaign was not
proper conduct according to VA
officials in Washington.

The action was exposed by
state Sen. Robert A. Hall, R-
Lunenburg, who said hc was
acting 'on the complaint of a
constituent, Gerald C. Feldmann
of Leominster Road, Lunenburg.

" Feldmann, a retired Army

officer had’ recejved a ‘‘Dear
Veteran'! Jetter’ dated Oct. 2.
1'74, from Harold-Russcll, a lifc
member of the DAV, written
on Drinan campaign committce
stationery. The letter was
mailed ta Feldmann through his
crsonal = bank account at
ferchant's  National Bank,
Leominster. His Army peusion
checks are mailed directly to
the account, he said.

Hall said Feldmann com-

Irlnan Use“

plained that ‘no one: except -the
Department of Defense had a
right tc know' his personal bank
account number and asked.the
scnator to delve into thc matter,
further.

The scnator, in telcphone
interviews  wijth the Daily
Sentinel, said. je wrate to the
Dcparlment of . Defense first,
attempting to obtain a listing
of all veterans in his con-
stituency district' and was
refused. The Department of
Defense, Hall said, told him
such information was private,
not public record.

Hali said he wréte to Drinan
seeking an  explanatian as to
where  the congressman  ob-
tained the listing of names since
it was not public record.

Drinan, contacied in

Wash s‘flon by the Senunel smd
the listing was made avajlable
to his campaxgn commmee by
the DAV.

Steve Dickerman, campaxgu
manager for Drinan during the
1974 election, conlirmed that the
DAV, provided the hst the
comm;uee.

. Dickerman said the DAV was
contacted by the committee and
asked for a list of veterans in
the 4th Congressional District
for the "Dear Veteran®' mailing.
He saiC the list praovided to the
committes was presumed to be
a listing of DAV members, not
a confidentidl VA list of persons
recejving benefils.

Dickerman said at no time
did the committee make an
cffort to obtain lists of veterans

names or other names of per-
sons from any federal agency.

The Sentinel’'s Washington
Bureau chief, Richard Maloy.
contacted U.S. Army Col. John
Von Der Bruegge. Jr., director
of Personnel Administration
under the Defense Department.
and learned that the department
‘|has strict directives forbidding
relcase of personal information
such as names and addresscs,
and bank account numbers,
where retirement checks are
mailed.

Maloy then contacted the VA
in Washington and learned the
lists of names and addresses
are ‘'given out almost in-
discriminately.”

Stratton Appleman, a VA
olficial, told Maloy the ad-
ministrator of the Veterans

tIn Campa‘l’

Administration may authorize
the releass of computerized lists
of names to veterans groups.
The lists, according to the VA,
are to be used solely to inform
velerans of programs. benefits
and other matters of interest
to veterans.

However, in 1974 the Victnam
Veterans Against the War
(VVAW) sought such a list from
the VA and was refused it. The
VVAW then  initiated court
action against the VA, chargimg
discrimination, and won the suit
and was given a list, Maloy
repcrted.

He added that Appleman
said: "We do know these lists
ifall into the wrong hands. not
just  the DAV, but other
organizations as well.” Ap-
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Dear Sir:

Would you please read the enclosed and try to help obtain

an answer for my constituent? I would appreciate any help you can
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give.
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Sincerely,
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Zctober 29, 197¢

Dear Veteran:

Recently the National Commander of zhe Disabled Americanr
Veterans sent out an urg2at notlce to all re=ders. It concernad
reports that the House ivays and Means Comziz=tee had attached a
provision to cthe Tax Reform Act of 1974 tc zaquire an income tax.
on VA service-connected disability compensazion and nilitary y
retirexent disabdility pay.

; This latest report represents still anotkher Administration
threat to the compaeansation program. You will remender that last
year the Office of Manaye2ment and Budget txied to withhold funds
earmarxed by the Coagress for VA Hedical 2zcyrams, and also tried
to slash the disadility rating schedule. S:tll1 to be acted upon
Is an Administration proposal which couid exd denelfits for almost
half the veterans, widows, and children presaatly under thc peansion

prograa. _ ; R S /o ety W !

In fact, there's never been a tize ~ken we needed Drinan
nore--a Congressman pledsad to resist suclh efforts to weakean compane
sation and other veterans'’ programs, Corgressman Lrinan has helped
force the release of VA hospital funds, Relzad force the Adminis-
tration to withdraw its Disability Ratiny Scisdule revision, and
helped send the pension r=2form proposal b2cx to Comaittee for
further study. He was ona of the first ze=ars of Congress to
join w¥ith the National Ccnamander in cailins for the resignation of
the past VA Administrator and for new leadiszship in that agency,
by pointing to the fact that the VA, whick is supposed to speax .
for veterans, had consistently opposed Cong-2ssional initiatives
to provide eguity in G. r. Bill bensfits, dis2dillity compensation,
pensions, and moderrization and improvem2nt s£f the VA hospital.

systen,

Recosnizing the effect of inflation on vaterans'®' benefits,
Congressman Drinan has vigorously supportei Zncreasss in pension,
compensation, and survivors® benefits. H=2 %zs workaed for legis-
lacion to protect pensions from reductions Zve to social security
increases, and has advocatad a cost-or-1livizy increase in the
income limitation of the pansion prograa. -

On Hovember fifth, your vote for Dcinan ca= he'lp keép
the good figat going.

i:cerely,

2 Mdemder

abled Aue:ican Vate:cns ﬂ:

50 Rowe Street, Newston, Massachusetts 92124 (617) 969-93;50
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The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal privacy
(2) Internal rules and (7) Investigatory

practices files

(3) Exempted by other (8) Banking
statute Information

(4) Trade secrets and Well Information
commercial or (geographic or
financial information geophysical)

Internal Documents
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