
Di*ocratic Telthou Produ~ction committee.
.1625 lassachia~etts Anue*, *'W.
Wiohiugtot, '-D.C. 20036

Dear Mtk. Williams:

The Comission is in receipt of a letter which. raises- questons

concerning the use of paid entertainers during the Democratic

National Telethon. The letter questions whether the use of paid

entertainers is an efficient fundraising method, and wbethet -the

value of services provided by entertainers without compensation,

f" should be considered as contributions.

We have advised the individual involved that the Cotinission:

has no responsibility under the provisions of the Federal Election

Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and related statutes, for determining

whether one method of fundraising is more efficient than another.

Al so, the individual concerned has been advised that persons who

C volunteer a portion of all of their time on behalf of a candidate,

J% the value of such services provided are not considered as

contributions under the provisions of Section 41e() o

Act. W5BFEC Fla fIECPY
You being advised of this matter n acodm

Commission's ierim complaint procedure gui line. n



ELETIN OMMISSION
WASINGTON, OC 20463:

August 19, 1973 5'

Mr. Seymore Deusky10040 Priest Rtoad OFFICIAL RU1 I
French Camp,, California 95231 OFC

Dear Mr. Bensky:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of July 20,:','975.,
regarding the Democratic Party National Telethon. With respect to
the use of paid entertainers during the Telethon, the Commision ba
no responsibility under the provisions of the Federal Election'.
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, and related statutes, for
determining whether one method of fundraising is more efficient
than another.

~00' Furthermore, under Section 431(e)(5)(A) of the Act, the valije
of services provided without compensation by individuals who
volunteer a portion or all of their time on behalf of a candidate
or political committee are not considered as contributions. In
addition, there are no provisions requiring a person who volunteers

0 his services to one political party, candidate, or coimittee, to
also donate such services to any other political party, candidate,
or committee, nor is a political organization or candidate required
to pay any individual for such services performed.

Thank you for your interest and concern in this matter.

incerely,

on drew IcKay

GAM: vlf
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This, will acknoV2*4gd reeipt of, your letter of

regardiug the DeOe6rati i~xyhioi1Tlthnj~r

the use of paid eatertaineris 'during the~ telfrAk Il

no responsibility under the provisions of the FederalEleecon.

ampaign Act of 1971,' as agendedv and related statute,... for deter**

w.hether one method of fundraising is more efficient th"another*

Furthermore, under Section 431(e)(5)(A) of the Act, the Vsalut

of services provided without compensation by individuals who

volunteer a portion or *all of their time on behalf of'a candidate

or political committee are not considered as contributions. -PO

othere are no pLI-isions requiring a person who volunteers *,his services,

to one political party, candidate, or committee, to also donate such

Cservices to any other political party, candidate, or committee', nor

is a political organization or candidate required to pay any individual

for such services performed.
C

Thank you for your interest and concern in this matter.

Sincerely,

PR

~~NUJ



C In accordance with the procedures established
by the Off ice of the General Counsel, if

.objection is not raised to'the attache~
correspondence by Noon on

Cthc correspondence will be deAto-have been
,,,-approved by the Office and mailed.

OFFCIL iLC COPY
U orC zyrG2xA COUNISEL



MIro Thomas B.9 Curtis
Cha'%irim for the Federal. Election Comission
1325 K Street NWFEEA n a.,
Washington, DC 20463 ~"

Dear Mir. Curtis, FIEFSNRAco
I am writing with regard to the Democratic Party National
Telethon which was presented over the ABC Television Netok
on July 26 andi 27, 1975.

The Democratic Party is to be commended for their effort to
appeal to the general public for campaign funds, rather-than
relying upon the contributions of a few very, wealthy individuals
or organizations to finance their campaign*

4C One thing does however disturb me. The appearance of a lange
number of personalities from the entertainment industry* The
enormous salaries normally paid to these individuals for guest
appearances or commercial endorsements must have cost the Democratic

o National Committee an enourmous amount of money. If this is the
- case the amount of money which is eventually used for campaign

purposes must be a very small fraction of the total amount raised
C by the telethon. This would tend to make this a very inefficient

method for raising campaign fundis and should perhaps be discouraged
as a form of misrepresentation.

If on the other hand the entertainers who appeared did so
voluntarily without direct financial renumeration, several interest-
ing situations arises

1. Should these people be required to perform the same
N services for an opposing political party?

2. Should the Democratic National Comittee be required
to pay these people at a scale in keeping with what they
are normally paid for television guest appearances or
ciommercial endorsements?

3. Should the dollar value of these people's services, as
outlined above be considered to be a contribution to the
Democratic Party?

At first these questions appear far-fetched, but one must look at this
situation in a different light. It has been shown in the past that
the use of well-known entertainers to endorse a product can have a
very positive effect upon the public acceptance of the product. This

S.w
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is in Uso te , Of a
public opirion."

pow~wruJ.

It 1 t o pil 'that the voters 1~ti o~r hul
base tbhefr decisions on the oauidt A ismue rather
subjetd toa "hard. sell" capi as wouald be, used to
ba'aM of soap potodew or deodorants

I vrge your comssion to investigate this matter aW ro
", affirmative anwer to one, two ow all three of the q
Uised above.*

1I look forward to hearing from you soon.

V77"rytuly Iouy---
y 4"-;,N

Seyaoe Bensky
10040 Priest Road
French Camp, Calif. 95231

0D

f~l-



$* BenskcY

I'wench CamP 9

., AM *

S1975

Mumm
Iwi -4

ra C
c 9

I Bicentennilal 14

YX . Thomas B.* Curtis
chairman fqr the Federal Election commission

1325 IK street NW
Washington, DC ?0463
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