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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

August 15, 1985

John A. Merrigan, Treasurer
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson

Political Action Committee
1660 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

RE: MUR 1914
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and

McPherson Political Action
Committee; John A. Merrigan,

~as treasurer

Dear Mr. Merrigan:

On August 7 , 1985, the Commission accepted the conciliation
C4 agreement signed by you in settlement of a violation of 2 U.S.C.

S 434(a) (4) (B), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act
o of 1971, as amended. Accordingly, the file has been closed in
Ln this matter, and it will become a part of the public record

within thirty days.
Ln

Please be advised that 2 U.S.C. S 437g.(a)(4)(B) prohibits
0 any information derived in connection with any conciliation

attempt from becoming public without the written consent of the
respondent and the Commission. Should you wish any such

0 information to become part of the public record, please advise us
in writing.

Enclosed you will find a fully executed copy of the final
conciliation agreement for your files.

Sincerely,

Cha s . Steele

By: Kennet . ross
Associate eneral Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard
and McPherson Political
Action Committee

John A. Merrigan, as treasurer

MUR 1914

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on August 7,

1985, the Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take

the following actions in MUR 1914:

1. Accept the conciliation agreement
with the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard
and McPherson Political Action
Committee and John A. Merrigan, as
treasurer.

2. Close the file.

3. Approve the letter attached to the
General Counsel's Report signed
August 1, 1985.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McDonald, McGarry and

Reiche voted affirmatively in this matter; Commissioner

Harris did not cast a vote.

Attest:

Date C/ Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary:
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis:

8-2-85, 5:03
8-5-85, 11:00
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In the Matter of ))
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard ) MUR 1914
and McPherson Political )
Action Committeel )

John A. Merrigan, as treasurer)

CONCILIATION MJIG T

This matter was initiated by the Federal Election Commission

(hereinafter *the Commission"), pursuant to information

ascertained in the normal course of carrying out its supervisory

responsibilities. The Commission found probable cause to believe

the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political Action

Committee and John A. Merrigan, as treasurer ("Respondents")

violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a) (4) (B).

NOW$, THEREFORE, the Commission and Respondents, having duly

entered into conciliation pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)

(4) (A)(i) do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents,

and the subject matter of this proceeding.

II. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to

demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement

with the Commission.

IV. The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

1. Respondent, Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and

McPherson Political Action Committee, is a political

committee registered with the Commission.

2. Respondent, John A. Merrigan, is the treasurer of

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political Action

Committee.
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3. Respondents were required to file the 1964 Pro-

General Election Report by October 25, 1984. The report was

filed on November 19, 1984, twenty-five days late.

V. Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. s 434(a)(4)(8) by

failing to file the 1984 Pre-General Election Report timely.

VI. Respondents will pay a civil penalty to the Treasurer

of the United States in the amount of One Hundred dollars

($100), pursuant to 2 U.S.C. s 437g(a) (5) (A).

VII. Respondents agree that they shall not undertake any

0 activity which is in violation of the Federal Election Campaign

CO Act of 1971, as amended, 2 U.S.C. S 431, et seg.

C4 VIII. The Commission, on request of anyone filing a

0 complaint under 2 U.S.C. s 437g(a)(1) concerning the matters at

issue herein or on its own motion, may review compliance with
V)

this agreement. If the Commission believes that this agreement

or any requirement thereof has been violated, it may institute a

civil action for relief in the United States District Court for

In the District of Columbia.

00 IX. This agreement shall become effective as of the date

that all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has

approved the entire agreement.

X. Respondents shall have no more than thirty (30) days

from the date this agreement becomes effective to comply with and

implement the requirements contained in this agreement and to so

notify the Commission.

9
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XI. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entire

agreement between the parties on the matters raised herein, and

no other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or

oral, made by either party or by agents of either party, that is

not contained in this written agreement shall be valid.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Charles N. SteeleGeneral Co el

Ke e~tY . GrosDa t
Associate General Counsel

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

John A Meirrigan, reasurer Date
Verner# LiipfertpVBernhard
and McPherson Political
Action Committee
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

June 17, 1985

John A. Merrigan, Treasurer
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and

McPherson Political Action Committee
1660 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

RE: MUR 1914
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and
McPherson Political Action
Committee; John A. Merrigan,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Merrigan:

0 On June 11 , 1985, the Commission determined that there
is probable cause to believe the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and
McPherson Political Action Committee and you, as treasurer,

3 committed a violation of 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), a provision of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, by failing

nto file timely the 1984 Pre-General Election Report.

LP) The Commission has a duty to attempt to correct such
violations for a period of thirty to ninety days by informal0methods of conference, conciliation and persuasion, and by

qentering into a conciliation agreement. If we are unable to
reach an agreement during that period, the Commission may

Minstitute civil suit in United States District Court and seek
payment of a civil penalty.

0We enclose a conciliation agreement that this office is
prepared to recommend to the Commission in settlement of this
matter. If you agree with the provisions of the enclosed
agreement, please sign and return it to the Commission within ten
days. I will then recommend that the Commission approve the
agreement.

If you have any questions or suggestions for changes in the
enclosed conciliation agreement, please contact Maura White, the
staff member assigned to this matter, at 523-41 3.

Charles . teele
General Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ))
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard )

and McPherson Political )
Action Committee; )

John A. Merrigan, as treasurer)

MUR 1914

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Federal Election Commission executive session of June 11,

1985, do hereby certify that the Commission decided bya

vote of 5-0 to take the following actions in MUR 1914:

1. Find probable cause to believe the Verner,
Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political
Action Committee and John A. Merrigan, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a) (4) (B).

2. Approve the letter and proposed conciliation
agreement attached to the General Counsel's
report dated May 29, 1985.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Harris, McGarry, and

Reiche voted affirmatively for the decision; Commissioner

McDonald was not present at the time of the vote.

Attest:

Date
Marjorie W. pmmons

Secretary of the Commission

dob // goo zir



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsell%

May 30, 1985

MUR 1914 - General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of June 11, 1985

Open Session

Closed Session XX

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

C I
[I
[I

C]
[I
CI

[I
CI
[I

Other [X]

SENSITIVE

CIRCULATE ON BLUE PAPER

FOR AGENDA OF June 11, 1985

DISTRIBUTION

Compliance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)

[X ]

[]

[]

[]

[I]



GENAL COUNSEL' S REPORT JUl

anon T F2. IDRL ELUCTION CUUSO

In the Matter of . )

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard ] MUR 1914

and McPherson Political )
Action CommitteeI
John A. Merrigan, as treasurer)

N0. pi :5t

~J11195

"p

I o BACKGROUNmD

On March 5, 1985, the Commission determined that there 
is

reason to believe the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and 
McPherson

Political Action Committee ("Committee") and John A. Merrigan, 
as

treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B). On April 26, 1985,

a General Counsel's Brief, recommending a finding of 
probable

-,cause to believe, was mailed to the respondents. At this writing

the respondents have not submitted a response to the General

Counsel's Brief.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

The respondents have not responded to the General Counsel's

Brief and, therefore, the legal analysis in this matter remains

the same. See the General Counsel's Brief.

III. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION AND CIVIL PENALTY



IV. GEREL COUSEL'S ZO NTIOIS

1. Find-probable cause to believe the.Verner, Liipfert,

Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee and John A.

Merrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B).

2. Approve the attached proposed conciliation a reement and

letter.

Date hfl t
0 Genera.Counsel

Ln

iLn Attachment

1. Proposed agreement and letter __

C

I-n

• -O
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May 17, 1985

Charles N. Steele, Esq.
General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 1914
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard, and
McPherson, Political Action
Committee, John A. Merrigan,
as Treasurer

Dear Mr. Steele:

This is in response to your letter dated April 26, 1985 re-
garding the above-captioned case. The Verner, Liipfert,
Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee and John A.
Merrigan, as Treasurer, hereby wish to adopt by reference as
their brief to the Federal Election Commission the letter that
was sent to you on April 3, 1985.

Please contact us for a conciliation meeting before taking
final action.

Sincerely yours,

Jo A.Mria



LAW OFFICES?NER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD. MCPHERSON AND HAND
CCHARTERED

oSUITE 1000
1660 L STREET. N.W.

(" WASHINGTON. D.C. 20036
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(

Charles N. Steele, Esq.General Counsel
Federal Election Commission1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counse1v&

April 26, 1985

MUR 1914 - Memorandum to The Commission

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Other

[ I

I I

DISTRIBUTION

Compliance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)

bcd

[I

[I

C]

[I
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

April 26, 1985

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Commission

FROM: Charles N. Stee
General Counse

SUBJECT: MUR #1914

Attached for the Commission's review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues
of the above-captioned matter. A copy of this brief and a letter
notifying the respondents of the General Counsel's intent to
recommend to the Commission a finding of probable cause to believe
was mailed on April 26, 1985. Following receipt of the
respondents' reply to this notice, this Office will make a further
report to the Commission.

Attachments
1. Brief
2. Letter



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ECTION CONMISSION

In the Matter of )
)

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and ) MUR 1914
McPherson Political Action )

Committee; John A. Merrigan, )
as treasurer )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

I. Statement of the Case

The Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political

Action Committee ("Committee") filed monthly reports during the

1983-1984 election cycle. In lieu of a November monthly report

the Committee was required to file a Pre-General Election Report

for the period October 1, 1984, through October 17, 1984, no

later than October 25, 1984. A general notice to all

unauthorized political committees advising them of the above

filing requirements was sent to the Committee on October 1, 1984.

By November 16, 1984, the Committee still had not filed the

Pre-General Election Report. Accordingly, the Reports Analysis

Division notified the Committee of its failure to file the

report. On November 19, 1984, twenty-five (25) days after the

Pre-General Election Report was required to be filed, the

Committee filed a report for the period October 1, 1984, through

October 31, 1984. The report disclosed that during the period of

October 1, 1984, through October 17, 1984, the coverage dates of

the Pre-General Election Report, the Committee made contributions

Oa~ in()
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in connection with the general election and that such

contributions had not been previously disclosed.!/

On March 5, 1985, the Commission determined that there is

reason to believe the Committee and John A. Merrigan, as

treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B) by failing to file

timely the 1984 Pre-General Election Report. Notification of the

Commission's finding was mailed to the respondents on March 13,

1985. On April 3, 1985, the respondents submitted their response

to the Commission's finding.

The respondents' reply acknowledges that the 1984 Pre-

General Election Report was not filed in a timely manner. The

( respondents emphasize, however, that "this was a consequence of

o inadvertant error." According to the respondents, the Committee

and its treasurer "simply overlooked" the obligation to file the
In

1984 Pre-General Report. It is the position of the respondents

Nthat their failure to submit timely the above report "did not

0 prejudice any person who otherwise would have reviewed or

Lt) utilized the data contained in the report." The respondents

0insist that although the Committee "had receipts and

disbursements during the time period in question, the pattern of

receipts and disbursements during the time period was consistent

with the pattern of receipts and disbursements occurring during

other reporting periods." In conclusion, the respondents claim

*/ For the period of October 1, 1984, through October 31, 1984,
the Committee's report disclosed receipts of $5,407 and
disbursements of $9,050.
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that the Committee "engaged in no unusual or atypical pro-

election general activity."

II. Legal Analysis

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), the treasurer of a

political committee is required to file monthly reports no later

than 20 days after the last day of the month. In lieu of the

monthly reports due in November and December, in any year in

which a regularly scheduled general election is held, a pre-

election report must be filed no later than 12 days before any

Sgeneral election and a post-election report must be filed no

alater than 30 days after any general election.

V The Committee was required to file the 1984 Pre-General

0 Election Report by October 25, 1984. The record in this matter

demonstrates that the Committee failed to report the activity

o required to be disclosed on the 1984 Pre-General Election Report

17 until November 19, 1984, which was 25 days after the required

0filing date. Although the Committee argues that its omission did

Ln not prejudice any person and was inadvertant, such arguments do
not bear upon the fact that the Committee failed to file the 1984

Pre-General Election Report by the required filing date. In view

of the Committee's failure to file the 1984 Pre-General Election

Report timely it is the recommendation of this Office that the

Commission find probable cause to believe the Verner, Liipfert,

Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee and John A.

Merrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B).
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0

s.i;General Counsel's Recoumndation

Find probable cause to believe the Verner, Liipfo.t,

Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee and John A.

Merrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B).

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

/6'

0

Date



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

John A. Merrigan, Treasurer
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson
Political Action Committee
1660 L Street, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036

RE: MUR 1914
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and

McPherson Political Action Committee
John A. Merrigan, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Merrigan:

Based on information ascertained in the normal course of
carrying out its supervisory responsibilities, the Federal
Election Commission, on March 5, 1985, found reason to believe
that the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political

l Action Committee and you, as treasurer, had violated 2 U.S.C.
434(a) (4)(B) and instituted an investigation in this matter.

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of the General Counsel is prepared to
recommend that the Commission find probable cause to believe that
a violation has occurred. Submitted for your review is a brief
stating the position of the General Counsel on the legal and

co factual issues of the case. Within fifteen days of your receipt
of this notice, you may file with the Secretary of the Commission
a brief (10 copies if possible) stating your position on the
issues and replying to the brief of the General Counsel. (Three
copies of such brief should also be forwarded to the Office of
General Counsel, if possible.) The General Counsel's brief and
any brief which you may submit will be considered by the
Commission before proceeding to a vote of probable cause to
believe a violation has occurred.

0a(O



Wtter. to John A. Merrigan, Treasurer
P age 2

If you are unable to file a responsive brief within 15 days,
you may submit a written request to the Commission for an
extension of time in which to file a brief. The Commission will
not grant any extensions beyond 20 days.

A finding of probable cause to believe requires that the
Office of General Counsel attempt for a period of not loes than
thirty, but not more than ninety, days to settle this matter
through a conciliation agreement.

Should you have any questions, please contact Maura White,
the staff member assigned to handle this matter, at (202) 523-
4143.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

CM Enclosure
Brief

0

Ln

Ln

C

(n
Ln
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Be: MJR 1914

Dear M. %bite:

This is in response to the Federal Election Quission's "FEC")
letter, dated March 13, 1985, to the Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and
.McPherson Political Action Cummittee ("VLiM PAC") and its Treasurer
regarding the FPC's e ermination that it had reason to believe that the
VLM PAC and its Treasurer violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a) (4) (b) by failing to
file by October 25, 1984 a Pre-Election General Report for the period
October 1, 1984 through October 17, 1984.

We acknowledge that the Pre-Election General Report for the period
October 1, 1984 through Ocober 17, 1984 was not filed in a timely manner.
We wish. to emphasize, hmver, that tihis was the ce of inadvertent
error. rIhe VLSM PAC files its reports with the FEC on a nanthly basis and
did so during the period in question. ihe VLBM PAC sizply overlooked its
obligation to submit the special Pre-Election General Paport.

Mbst inportantly, the VLiM PAC's failure to submit that report in a
timely nmner did not prejudice any person who otherwise would have reviewed
or utilized the data contained in the report. %hile the VLBM PAC had
receipts and disbursements during the time period in question, the pattern of
receipts and disbursements during that tin period was consistent with the
pattern of receipts and disbursenents occurring during other reporting
periods. In other words, the VLBM PAC engaged in no unusual or atypical
pre-election general activity.

we thank you for the opportunity to present you with this information
and hope to be able to resolve this dispute with the FEC expeditiously.

L
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Apri1, 1985
Page 10c

Please =ittct the undersigned with respect
or dv~iaKn5 ewd this matter.

to any' 'qustM

Terely,

JAWdlk

VERNER, LIIPFERT, BERNHARD, MCPHERSON AND HAND
CHARTERED



LAW OFFICES

LIIPFERT, BERNHARD, MCPHERSON AND HAND
CHARTERED

SUITE 1000
1660 L STREET, N. W.

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20036

<:~ PM A
2 A FR

51'5

Maura White, Esq.
Office of General Counmel
Federal Election rommission
1325 1 St., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

March 13, 1985

John A. Kerrigan, Treasurer
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson

Political Action Committee
1660 L Street, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 1914
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard

and McPherson Politicfal Action
Conmittee;

John A. Merrigan, as treasurero
Dear Mr. Merrigan:

On March 5, 1985, the Federal Election Commission
determined that there is reason to believe Verner, Liipfert,

in Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee, and you, as
treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4) (B), a provision of the

Ltl Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ('the Act').
The General Counsel's factual and legal analysis, which formed a

0D basis for the Commission's finding, is attached for your
1qr information.

C Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate that
no action should be taken against you and the committee. You may
submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are

co relevant to the Commission's consideration of this matter.
Please submit any such materials within ten days of your receipt
of this letter.

In the absence of any additional information which
demonstrates that no further action should be taken against your
committee and you, as treasurer, the Commission may find probable
cause to believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with
conciliation. Of course, this does not preclude the settlement
of this matter through conciliation prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe if so desired. See 11 C.F.R.
5 111.18(d).

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
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stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,.
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.

The investigation now being conducted will be confidentia.4
in accordance with 2 U.S.C. SS 437g(a)(4)(B) and 437g(a)(12)I(A),
unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the
investigation to be made public.

For your information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's procedures for handling possible violations
of the Act. If.you have any questions, please contact Maura
White, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202)523-
4143.

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
General Counsel's Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Statement



FEDRERAL ELECTLION CWUUSSIOU

GENERAL COUNSEL' S FACTUL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

HUE NO. 1914

RESPONDENTS: Verner. Lii-fert Bernhari
and McPhierson P21itical Action Committe
John A. Merrigan, as treasurer

SOURCE OF MUR: I N T E R N A L L Y G E N E R A T E D

SUN4ARY OF ALLEGATIOs

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson Political Action

Committee ("Committee"), and John A. Merrigan, as treasurer,

failed to file the 1984 Pre-General Election Report in a timely

manner.

o . FACTUAL BASIS AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), the treasurer of a

political committee is required to file monthly reports no later

Un than 20 days after the last day of the month. In lieu of the

O monthly reports due in November and December, in any year in

which a regularly scheduled general election is held, a pre-

election report must be filed no later than 12 days before any
Ln

general election and a post-election report must be filed no
co

later than 30 days after any general election.

The Committee filed monthly reports during the 1983-84

election cycle. In lieu of a November monthly report the

Committee was required to file a Pre-General Election Report for

the period October 1, 1984, through October 17, 1984, no later

than October 25, 1984. A general notice to all unauthorized

political committees advising them of the above filing

requirements was sent to the Committee on October 1, 1984.
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By November 16, 1984, the Committee still had not filed the _

Pro-General Election Report. Accordingly,, the Reports Analysis,'.

Division notified the Committee of its failure to file the

report. On November 19, 1984, twenty-five (25) days after the,

Pre-General Election Report was required to be filed, the

committee filed a November Monthly report for the period

October 1, 1984, through October 31, 1984. The report disclosed

that during the period of October 1 through October 17, 1984, the

coverage dates of the Pre-General Election Report, the Committee

made contributions in connection with the general election and

o that such cpntributions had not been previously disclosed *

The record in this case reveals that the Committee was

0 required to file a Pre-General Election Report no later than
U)

October 25, 1984. The Committee's failure to file its Pre-
U)

General Election Report within its time frame is a violation of

2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B). Accordingly, the Office of the General

0 Counsel recommends that the Commission find reason to believe the

Ln Committee and John A. Merrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

00 S 434(a) (4) (B).

*1For the period of October 1, 1984, through October 31, 1984,
the Committee's November Monthly Report disclosed receipts of
$5,407 and disbursements of $9,050.
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March 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

The Commission

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counse Jj

RAD Referral 85NF-33

On March 5, 1985 the Commission approved the recommendation
that RAD Referral 85NF-33 should become a MUR. Therefore, all
documents which had previously been contained in RAD Referral
85NF-33 should now become MUR 1914.

Attachment
Copy of Certification

AMP
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and

McPherson Political Action
Committee

John A. Merrigan, treasurer

RAD 85NF-33

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Ennons, Secretary 
of the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby 
certify that on March 5,

1985, the Commission decided 
by a vote of 4-0 to take

the following actions in RAD 
85NF-33:

1. Open a MUR.

2. Find reason to believe Verner,

Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson

Political Action Committee 
and

John A. Merrigan, as treasurer,

violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a) (4) (B).

3. Approve and send the letter and

General Counsel's Factual and

Legal Analysis attached to the

First General Counsel's Report

signed February 28, 1985.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, 
Harris and Reiche voted

affirmatively in this matter; 
Commissioners McDonald and

McGarry did not cast a vote.

Attest:

Date secretary of the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary:

Circulated on 48 hour tally basis:

3-1-85, 10:153-1-85, 2:00

0



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO: Office of the Commission Secretary

FROM: Off ice of General Counsel

DATE: March 1,.1985

SUBJECT: RAD 85NF-33: Memorandum to The Commission
Revised First GC's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of ________________

Open Session ____________

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 -Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Other

DCI
Dcl
[I

[I
[I
ii

ci
[I
[1

[I

DISTRIBUTION

Compliance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)

L0

[J

[1

[I

[1

[1

[1



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTOND.C. 20463
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March 1, 1985

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

The Commission

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By:Kenneth A. Gross e.
Associate General Counse

SUBJECT: Withdrawal Of First General Counsel's Report in
85NF-33

This Office is withdrawing the above captioned report

to insert the phrase "Political Action Committee" into. the

name of the committee. Attached is a copy of the revised
report for circulation.

I

%
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nVtiUU$ wq~Yrner, ipet Reaa 4 1~

John A. Nerrigan, TreaSA!t4E :. :,

RELEVA W STATUTE:t 2 U.S.C. 434 (a) (4), (0),
4

x~NRA WillS IICK Public Re**"d

FtDRAL~GECIES CMED: None

The Reports Analysis Division referred thins-.? 't

Office of the General Counsel on January 15, 198S 'ent, 1).

in The referral alleges that Verner, Liipfert, Barnbard-awi

" WcPherson Political Action Committee ("Coi ttee=) a,0 jtcal

committee within the meaning of 2 U.S.C. S 431(4) (B), d AJohn A.

Kerrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. 1 434(a)(4)(3) by

Lfl
failing to file the 1984 Pre-General Election Report ina timely

manner.

F A AD LBGAL AlASS

1. The Law

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), the treasurer of a

political committee is required to file monthly reports no later

than 20 days after the last day of the month. In lieu of the

monthly reports due in November and December, in any year in

which a regularly scheduled general election is held, a pre-

election



0 i

+ report mus~~~ ~ no later than 12 daysba

t on ant:-Qlecton report must b fild no t, t

30 atrygnral election.
.....~ ~~~~~~~~~..... + .. .a e e t on.,, ...+ : . .

2o' The-Iqt

The:- Comm0e*t ' monthly reports during th! !$83 84

election cycle 1 lieu of a November month eto t

Committee was. t6 ired to file a Pre-General., Elect ion-, epor t f or

the period October 1, 1984, through October 17, 1984, la;*r

than October 25, 1984. A general notice to all unauthorti.*d

political committees advising then of the above filring .

requirements was sent to the Committee on October 1, 198 4.

By November 16, 1984, the Committee s till1 had not f U4 *the

Pre-General Election Report. Accordingly, the Reports Analyslis

Division notified the Committee of its failure to file the .,report.

On November 19, 1984, twenty-five (25) days after the Preeneral

Election Report was required to be filed, the Committee filed a

November Monthly report for the period October 1, 1984, through

October 31, 1984. The report disclosed that during the period of

October 1 through October 17, 1984, the coverage dates of the

Pre-General Election Report, the Committee made contributions in

connection with the general election and that such contributions

had not been previously disclosed !/

_*/ For the period of October 1, 1984, through October 31, 1984,
the Committee's November Monthly Report disclosed receipts of
$5,407 and disbursements of $9,050.
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.3 4) loiigi of the 14W tO tbStaltp

-The e reqorq in th case reveals that e. aCmttee a4

Ioured to f~ il 4 Preefra Elcion;E~ oltrt~~

O@tobet 25, 1984., )te C ite'failure 'to file*. Its pirt

G~ner aL Election Report within its time frame is a violationa

2 0,06C. 5 434,(a)(4)(3). Accordingly, the Office of the -GiO49al

Couansel recommends ,that the Commission open, a matter under revie

S ad find reason to believe the Committee and John A. Kerrigan, as

treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a) (4) (3).

Decomdations

1. Open a matter under review.

2. Pind reason to believe Verner, Liipfoert, Bernhard-and

McPherson Political Action Committee and John A. Kerrigan, as

treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B).

3. A~prove and send the attached letter and General Counsel's
. Factual and Legal Analysis.

Charles N. Steele
General 'IQunpaL.

Dat
By:

Attachments
1 - RAD Refferal

Pnroposd lette FGeneral Counsei's Factual and Legal Analysis

4

. .



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

John A. Merrigan, Treasurer
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard and McPherson

Political Action Committee
1660 L Street, N.W.
Suite 1100
Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR
Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard

and McPherson Political Action
Committeei

John A. Merrigan, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Merrigan;

o On , 1985, the Federal Election Commission

tn determined that there is reason to believe Verner, Liipfert,
Bernhard and McPherson Political Action Committee, and you, as

tn treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 434(a)(4)(B), a provision of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act").

o The General Counsel's factual and legal analysis, which formed a

basis for the Commission's finding, is attached for your
information.

Under the Act, you have an opportunity to demonstrate that
LA no action should be taken against you and the committee. You may

submit any factual or legal materials which you believe are
relevant to the Commission's consideration of this matter.
Please submit any such materials within ten days of your receipt
of this letter.

In the absence of any additional information which
demonstrates that no further action should be taken against your
committee and you, as treasurer, the Commission may find probable
cause to believe that a violation has occurred and proceed with
conciliation. Of course, this does not preclude the settlement
of this matter through conciliation prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe if so desired. See 11 C.F.R.
S 111.18(d).

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form



Letter to John A. Kerrigan
Page 2

stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,'
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.

The investigation now being conducted will be confidentntl
in accordance with 2 U.S.C. SS 437g(a)(4)(B) and 437g(a)(l2)(A),
unless you notify the Commission in writing that you wish the
investigation to be made public.

For your information, we have attached a brief description
of the Commission's procedures for handling possible violations
of the Act. If you have any questions, please contact Maura
White, the staff member assigned to this matter, at (202)523-
4143.

Sincerely,

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
General Counsel's Factual and Legal Analysis
Procedures
Designation of Counsel Statement
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MUR NO._ _ _ _ _
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(A~2F MUR: I NTER NA L LY GE3NE3R ATE9D

poitca ~ ite i eqid ofileontw eots olt.

Verner Liipfert Bernhard and McPherson Pnlieh

C mitte (Comittee) , and John A. Derrigan , as tr*y rtin

failed to file the 1984 Pre-General Election Reportin a p el

manner.

FACTUA aSI AND1 LEGAL AIALSM

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S434(a)t(4)() the treasurer af y

political cMmittee is required to f ile monthly reports Molate

than 20 days after the last day of the month. In lieu ofthe

0 monthly reports due in November and December, in any year In

which a regularly scheduled general election is held, a pro-

election report must be filed no later than 12 days before any
In
0 general election and a post-election report must be filed no

later than 30 days after any general election.

The Committee filed monthly reports during the 1983-84

election cycle. In lieu of a November monthly report the

Committee was required to file a Pre-General Election Report for

the period October 1, 1984, through October 17, 1984, no later

than October 25, 1984. A general notice to all unauthorized

political committees advising them of the above filing

requirements was sent to the Committee on October 1, 1984.



V ' " 6,th 1984, t e ite still hd M.

4Ia4".l~ection leport.a ' .eiediml, the Ate .t a

nttions the coeitiof, it fa1 e e e1 to f$" 11

that s coeri 19, 194on twbenyfive (2-5) days:

ft he4"*r~l r ection Report was required to be fIl ,t"

Coutie t iled a November Monthly report for the per i tnd

October 2, 1984, through October 31, 1984. The r e -

tat, dtiring the period of October 1 through October 17,

0overage dates of the "re-Gneral Election Report th ontof

made contributions in connection with the general eletie Gne

that such contributions had not been previously disclosed-*

The record in this case reveals that the Committee' wa-:

required to file a Pre-General Election Report no later than

October 25, 1984. The Committee's failure to file its Pre-.6

General Election Report within its time frame is a violation. of

2 U.S.C. 5 434(a)(4)(B). Accordingly, the Office of the GenteralI

Counsel recommends that the Commission find reason to believe the

Committee and John A. Merrigan, as treasurer, violated 2 US.C.

S 434(a)(4)(B).

*/ For the period of October 1, 1984, through October 31, 1984,

the Committee's November Monthly Report disclosed receipts of
$5,407 and disbursements of $9,050.
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