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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 15, 1985

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire

The Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
P.O. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

RE: MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation
International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas

International Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment
Corporation

Ma Anand Su, President

Dear Mr. Subhan:

This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on June 25, 1985, that there
is no probable cause to believe that your clients violated the
Act. Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has
been closed. This matter will become part of the public record
within 30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10
days.

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorney assigned to handle this matter as ) 523-4000.

General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 15, 1985

Larryann Willis
Larryann Willis for Congress
Committee

Rt. 2 Box 2574

Vale, Oregon 97918

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Willis

This is in reference to the complaint you filed with the
Commission on November 5, 1984, concerning Rejneesh Foundation
International, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, Rajneesh Investment Corporation, and
Rajneesh Services International Limited ("the Respondents").

Based on your complaint, the Commission determined there was
reason to believe that the Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441D,
a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act"), and instituted an investigation of this
matter. After an investigation was conducted and the brief of
the General Counsel was considered, the Commission concluded on
June 25 , 1985, that there was no probable cause to believe
that the Respondents violated the Act. Accordingly, the file in
this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been closed. This matter
will become part of the public record within 30 days. Should you
wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the
public record, please do so within 10 days. The Federal Election
Campaign Act allows a Complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission's dismissal of this action. See
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (8).

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

Charles N. Steéle
General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report -




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 15, 1985

Rajneesh Services International Ltd.
32 Englands Lane
London NW3 4UE, England

RE: MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Ltd.

Dear Sir:

This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on June 25 , 1985, that there
is no probable cause to believe that you violated the Act.
Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been
closed. This matter will become part of the public record within
30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10
days.

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorney assigned to handle this matter at A202) 523-4000.

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Rajneesh Services International Ltd.
32 Englands Lane
London NW3 4UE, England

RE: MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Ltd.

Dear Sir:

-

" This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on June 25 , 1985, that there
is no probable caunse. to believe that you violated the Act.
Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been
closed. This matter will become part of the public record within
30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10
days. ‘

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorriey assigned to handle this matter at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

A
%

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire

The Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
F.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

RE: MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation
International ‘

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas

International Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment
Corporation

Ma Anand Su, President

Dear Mr. Subhan:

" This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on June 25, 1985, that there
is no probable cause to believe that your clients violated the
Act. Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has
been closed. This matter will become part of the public record
within 30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10

days.

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorney assigned to handle this matter at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

i

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Larryann Willis
Larryann Willis for Congress
Committee

Rt. 2 Box 2574

Vale, Oregon 97918

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Willis

This is in reference to the complaint you filed with the
Commission on November 5, 1984, concerning Rejneesh Foundation
International, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, Rajneesh Investment Corporation, and
Rajneesh Services International Limited ("the Respondents").

Based on your complaint, the Commission determined there was
reason to believe that the Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b,
a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act"), and instituted an investigation of this
matter. After an investigation was conducted and the brief of
the General Counsel was considered, the Commission concluded on

7 1985, that there was no probable cause to believe
that the Respondents violated the Act. Accordingly, the file in
this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been closed. This matter
will become part of the public record within 30 days. Should you
wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the
public record, please do so within 10 days. The Federal Election
Campaign Act allows a Complainant to seek judicial review of the
Commission's dismissal of this action. See
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (8).

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

V)

@

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
)

Rajneesh Foundation International, )
et al. )

MUR 1846

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session of June 25,
1985, do hereby certify that the Commission decided by a
vote of 5-0 to take the following acitons in MUR 1846:

abg Find no probable cause to believe that
Rajneesh Foundation International and
Ma Anand Sheela, as President, violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Find no probable cause to believe that
Rajneesh Humanity Trust, and Ma Anand
Sheela, as President, violated 2 U.S.C
§ 441Db.

Find no probable cause to believe that
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune
and Ma Yoga Vidya, as President, violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Find no probable cause to believe that
Rajneesh Investment Corporation, and Ma
Anand Su, as President, violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 441b.

(continued)




Certification for MUR 1846
June 25, 1985

Find no probable cause to believe that
Rajneesh Services International Limited
viclated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Close the file.

Commissioners Elliott, Harris, McDonald, McGarry,
and Reiche voted affirmatively for the decision;
Commissioner Aikens was not present at the time of the

vote.

Attest:

6[.2@[42{,[

- Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO: Office of the Commission fﬁfr tar

FROM: Office of General Counsell

DATE: June 14, 1985

SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of June 25, 1985

Open Session

Closed Session XX

CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote Compliance
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Audit Matters

24 Hour No Objection Litigation
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Closed MUR Letters

Information Status Sheets

Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
Other below)
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In the Matter of

Rajneesh Foundation International MUR 1846

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas

International Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Ma Anand Su, President

Rajneesh Services International,
Limited

JUN 25 1500

N N N N m N ittt “wntt i wl euh

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT
I. BACKGROUND

On February 20, 1985, the Commission found reason to believe
that the Respondents in the above-captioned matter violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b. The basis for that finding was an allegation
that Respondents used corporate funds to transport indigents to
Oregon for the purpose of having them register and vote in
support of certain candidates for Federal office.

II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

(See OGC Brief of May 7, 1985)

As was pointed out in the General Counsel's brief, no
evidence, nor even any potential source of evidence, has been
found to support the conclusion that Respondents undertook their
relocation effort in connection with a Federal election. There

is no evidence, furthermore, that Respondents sponsored or




0%

conducted any indoctrination of the indigents in connection with
a Federal election. While Respondents have not filed a reply
brief*/, their responses to interrogations support the
conclusions of the General Counsel's brief. It is recommended,
therefore, that the Commission find no probable cause to believe
that Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

II1. GENERAL COUNSEL'S RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh
Foundation International and Ma Anand Sheela, as President,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 44lb;

2. Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh
Humanity Trust, and Ma Anand Sheela, as President, violated
2 U,S.C. § 441b;

34 Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh Neo-
Sannyas International Commune, and Ma Yoga Vidya, as President,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b;

4, Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh
Investment Corporation, and Ma Anand Su, as President, violated

2 U.S.C. § 441b;

*7Rajneesh Services International Ltd. has sent a letter stating
that it had not received notification of the complaint and
asserting that the Commission has no authority over it. The
corporation therefore refuses to respond to interrogatories.
Based on the information received from the other Respondents, it
is recommended that the Commission reach a finding of no probable
cause to believe this corporation violated the Act.




g

5. Find no probable‘cause to believe that Rajneesh

Services International Limited violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.
6. Close the file.

Charles N, SfeeYe
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire

The Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
P.O. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

RE: MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation
International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas

International Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment
Corporation .

Ma Anand Su, President

Dear Mr. Subhan:

This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on , 1985, that there
is no probable cause to believe that your clients violated the
Act. Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has
been closed. This matter will become part of the public record
within 30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10
days.

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorney assigned to handle this matter at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

‘Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGCTON, D.C. 20463

Rajneesh Services International Ltd.
32 Englands Lane
London NW3 4UE, England

RE: MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Ltd.

Dear Sir:

This is to advise you that after an investigation was
conducted, the Commission concluded on , 1985, that there
is no probable cause to believe that you violated the Act.
Accordingly the file in this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been
closed. This matter will become part of the public record within
30 days. Should you wish to submit any factual or legal
materials to appear on the public record, please do so within 10
days.

If you have any questions, contact Charles Snyder, the
attorney assigned to handle this matter at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Larryann Willis
Larryann Willis for Congress
Committee

Rt. 2 Box 2574

Vale, Oregon 97918

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Willis

This is in reference to the complaint you filed with the
Commission on November 5, 1984, concerning Rejneesh Foundation
International, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, Rajneesh Investment Corporation, and
Rajneesh Services International Limited ("the Respondents").

Based on your complaint, the Commission determined there was
reason to believe that the Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b,
a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act"), and instituted an investigation of this
matter. After an investigation was conducted and the brief of
the General Counsel was considered, the Commission concluded on

> 1985, that there was no probable cause to believe
that the Respondents violated the Act. Accordingly, the file in
this matter, numbered MUR 1846, has been closed. This matter
will become part of the public record within 30 days. Should you
wish to submit any factual or legal materials to appear on the
public record, please do so within 10 days. The Federal Election
Campaign Act allows a Complainant to seek judicial review of the .
Commission's dismissal of this action. See
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (8).

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202) 523-4000.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




THE RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu *

Swami Anutosh Nion * Swami Prartho Subhan ° °
Swami Prem Niren * Swami Deva Vatula*® - -

Swami Premsukh ° Swami Satyam Vishuddha * “ **

June 11, 1985

Charles Snyder
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

Re: MUR 1846, Rajneesh Foundation International,
Rajneesh Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, Rajneesh Investment
Corporation

Beloved Mr. Snyder:

Recently, the Office of the General Counsel decided
to recommend that the Federal Election Commission find no
probable cause to believe that my clients violated federal
election law in the above-referenced matter. As you know,
this investigation was undertaken as a result of a complaint
filed by Larryanne Willis, who was a congressional candidate
at the time.

Recently, I was shocked and dismayed by an article
I read in the May 15, 1985 issue of THE DALLES CHRONICLE. In
this article, Ms. Willis said that her complaint had accomplished
its intended purpose - ensuring that "street people" bused to
Rajneeshpuram did not vote in the election. This statement
strongly indicates that Ms. Willis knowingly manipulat=3 the
federal electoral review process, the Federal Election Commission,
and my clients to achieve her own ends. Even worse, however,
it shows that Ms. Willis filed her complaint with the deliberate
intention of denying several thousand people the right to vote
in the November 1984 election.

The exercise of voting rights, guaranteed by our
constitution, is at the very heart of democracy. The individuals
who came to Rajneeshpuram to participate in the Sharing-A-Home
project would have been able to vote in the November election
had they remained on the streets. Because of Ms. Willis' abusive
tactics, however, they were denied this right.

Member CA Bar - Member MD Bar ' - Member NY Bar "~ Member WA Bar "~ * * Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




Charles Snyder
June 11, 1985
Page 2

I have attached a copy of the above-referenced
news article to this letter. I urge you to take whatever
action is appropriate in these circumstances.

With love,

Swami Prartho Subhan




THE DALLES CHRONICLE, THE DAL(.ES. OREGON, Wednesday, May 15, 1985—Page 3

FEC to get
Rajneeshee
vote case

RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore. (UPI)
— No indication that federal elec-
tions laws were violated in con-
nection with a. share-a-home
program instituted by followers of
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh last fall
“was found by the Federal Elections
Commission legal staff, a
Rajneeshee spokeswoman . said
Tuesday. =

Spokeswoman Prem Isabel said
the matter would go to the com-

. mission after  a 15day comment
period.

The " complaint was filed last
November by Larryann Willis, then
a Democratic candidate for
Congress from Eastern Oregon's
2nd District. She said she was not
sure if she would pursue the matter.

The share-a-home program at-
tracted about 4,000 people at its peak
last fall. Willis accused the
Rajneeshees of bringing the people
in so they could vote in the Nov. 6
election. The Rajneeshees denied
this. Only a few of the people
brought in under the program
remain at the guru’s Central Oregon
ranch. 1

Willis said the complaint itself had
accomplished its intended purpose—
ensuring that ‘‘street people” bused
to Rajneeshpuream did not vote in
the election.




RAIJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

20, Rajyceshpuram, OR 97741

Charles Snyder
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

co
wThn
€=

Jl

»

;w JINR

]|

'll:I"‘llll‘ll‘l‘lllll"ll‘lll‘



MrggJohn Warren McGarry esc
Chdffrman Federal Election
Commission

Washington D.C. 20463
USA May 15, 1985

i
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Beloved Mr. McGarry, ]
-

Love.

A )
:g have received your letter of march lst 1985 and wish to forward®®

e following comments for your information.

It would appear that the federal election commissions have no
authority over this company under the status you erroneously claimed
we have violated, therefore we are under no obligation to answer any
of your ambiquous questions.
1]
We have not, as you claim, received any prior correspondence from your
office including the referenced letter dated december 26, 1984. So
you can understand our failure to reply. We also advised you that
we are not at liberty to discuss any client without their prior
__approval.
i
In reference to the other corporation named, all transactions on
behalf of our american client are outside of the United States. We
are not in a position tou give you information on the subjects menlioned.
In view of the above information we expect no further communication
from you regarding this matter.

His blessings

RAINEESH SERVICES
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1, dad .

Swami Veet Chitten
Director
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM
: TO: Office of the Commission Secretary
FROM: Office of General Counsel\
DATE: May 8, 1985
SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - Memorandum and GC's Brief

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

D
;: for the Commission Meeting of
™M Open Session
o~y
) Closed Session
A )
S
< CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION
-/)
) 48 Hour Tally Vote [ ] Compliance [X)
Sensitive 15,
Non-Sensitive [ 1] Audit Matters &%)
24 Hour No Objection [ ] Litigation [ 1
Sensitive [4] :
Non-Sensitive [ ] Closed MUR Letters [ ]
Information [X] Status Sheets [ ]
Sensitive [(X]
Non-Sensitive 0] Advisory Opinions (]

Other (see distribution
Other [ ] below) []




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May 8, 1985

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire

The Rajneesh Legal Services
Corporation

P.O. Box 20

RajneeshParan, OR 97741

MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Dear Mr. Subhan:

Based on a complaint filed with the Commission on
November 5, 1984, and information supplied by your clients, the
Commission determined on February 20, 1985 that there was reason
to believe that your clients had violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b, a
provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Act") and instituted an investigation of this
matter. i

After considering all the evidence available to the
Commission, the Office of General Counsel is prepared to
recommend that the Commission find no probable cause to believe
that a violation has occurred. The Commission may or may not
approve the General Counsel's Recommendation.

. Submitted for your review is a brief stating the position of
the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues of the case.
Within fifteen days of your receipt of this notice, you may file
with the Secretary of the Commission a brief (10 copies if
possible) stating your clients' position on the issues and
replying to the brief of the General Counsel. Three copies of
such brief should also be forwarded to the Office of General
Counsel, if possible. The General Counsel's brief and any brief
which you submit will be considered by the Commission before
proceeding to a vote of no probable cause to believe a violation
has occurred.




-2
Should you have any questions, please contact Charles

Snyder, the attorney assigned to h
523-4060. g andle this matter, at (202)

0/

General Céunse

Enclosure
Brief




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

May &, 1985

Rajneesh Services
International, Limited

28 Oak Village

London NW5, England

MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Limited

Dear Sir:

Based on a complaint filed with the Commission on
November 5, 1984, the Commission determined on February 20, 1985,
that there was reason to believe that you had violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 441b, a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended ("the Act") and instituted an investigation of this
matter.

After considering all the evidence: available to the
Commission, the Office of General Counsel is prepared to
recommend that the Commission f£ind no probable cause to believe
that a violation has occurred. . The Commission may or may not
approve the General Counsel's Recommendation.

Submitted for your review is a brief stating the position of
the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues of the case.
Within fifteen days of your receipt of this notice, you may file
with the Secretary of the Commission a brief (10 copies if
possible) stating your position on the issues and replying to the
brief of the General Counsel. Three copies of such brief should
also be forwarded to the Office of General Counsel, if possible.
The General Counsel's brief and any brief which you submit will
be considered by the Commission before proceeding to a vote of no
probable cause to believe a violation has occurred.
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Should you have any questions, please contact Charles
Snyder, the attorney assigned to handle this matter, at (202)
$23-4000.

Si

rYes N, Steéle
General Counsel

Enclosure
Brief




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 STV I e

May 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Commission

Charles N, Stee
General Counse

MUR #1846

Attached for the Commission's review is a brief stating the
position of the General Counsel on the legal and factual issues of
the above-captioned matter. A copy of this brief and a letter
notifying the respondents of the General Counsel's intent to
recommend to the Commission a finding of no probable cause to
believe was mailed on May 8 , 1985. Following receipt of the
Respondents' reply to this notice, this Office will make a
further report to the Commission.

Attachments
1. Brief
2, Letters to Respondents




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Ma Anand Su

Rajneesh Services International,
Limited

MUR 1846

GENERAL COUNSEL'S BRIEF

TS STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The Commission found reason to believe on February 20, 1985
that the five corporate Respondents in the above-captioned matter
Qiolated 2 U.S.C. § 441b, a provision of the Federal Election
Campaign Act ("the Act"). That statute prohibits corporations
from making expenditures in connection with a Federal election.

The basis for the Commission's finding was an allegation by
Complainant Larryann Willis that Respondents financed and

directed the settlement in Oregon of indigents from various U.S.

cities, and that thiéiproject involved efforts to pressure the

indigents to register to vote. Complainant Willis alleged
further that Respondents sponsored political indoctrination of
the indigents, for the purpose of causing them to oppose her
candidacy for the U.S. Congress and support the incumbent

Rep. Bob Smith.

Respondents have, in answer to questions propounded by this
Office, denied that their indigent relocation project
("Sharing-A-Home") had any connection with the Willis - Smith
contest or any other Federal election. Specifically, Respondents

made the following assertions:




-d=

1% Respondents Rajneesh Humanity Trust ("RHT")

initiated and directed the project of relocating indigents in

Oregon. RHT spent $1,490,000 on this project.

2. Various entities contributed to "Sharing-A-Home."
Respondent Rajneesh Foundation International ("RFI") contributed
$300,000, subject to a contractual condition that the funds be
used for charitable purposes. Respondent Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, ("RNSIC") made a non-cash contribution in
the form of clothing, food, and "household necessities”" valued at
$318,000. Another "Rajneesh corporation”, Rajneesh Medical
Corporation, contributed medical services valued at $265,000.
Rajneesh Investment Corporation (RIC) denies knowing of any
corporate contributions to Sharing-A-Home.

9% The indigents were asked if they were U.S.
citizens and if they were over eighteen years o0ld; but
Respondents posed those gquestions to avoid transporting illegal
aliens or minors who might participate éithout parental consent.
The only other criteribn that determined which indigents were
chosen "was their willingness to live in a drug-free,
violence-free and crime-free society."” No questions of a
political nature were asked.

4. Finally, Respondents deny subjecting the indigents
to any political indoctrination. They also deny encouraging or
preésuring the indigents to vote or to register to vote. They

deny supporting, endorsing, or aiding any Federal candidate.




II. LEGAL ANALYSIS

The Sharing-A-Home project would present no question within
the ambit of the Act, absent evidence of an attempt to mobilize
the indigents on behalf of or against some particular Federal
candidate. Complainant, while asserting that Respondents
indoctrinated the indigents so that they would consider Larryann
Willis an "enemy," provided no evidence to support that
allegation. Nor has Complainant identified any witnesses whose
testimony might supply the missing link between Sharing-A-Home
and Federal electioneering. Respondents, meanwhile, have fully
answered the interrogatories put to them*/ and have categorically
denied conducting any activity that might constitute a violation
of the Act. On the basis of this record, therefore, it is
recommended that the Commission find no probable cause to believe
that Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441lb.

III. GENERAL COUNSEL'S RECOMMENDATIONS

1575 Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh

Foundation Inter"tionél and Ma Anand Sheela, as President,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b;

2:4 Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh
Humanity Trust, and Ma Anand Sheela, as President, violated

2 U.S.C. § 441b;

*/ Respondent Rajneesh Services International, Limited, the

British corporation, has not answered the questions posed to it.
Based on the answers submitted by the other respondents, however,
this office feels it is unnecessary to seek subpoena enforcement.




-
TH Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh

Neo-Sannyas International Commune, and Ma Yoga Vidya, as

President, violated 2 U.S,C. § 44lb;

4. Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh
Investment Corporation, and Ma Anand Su, as President, violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b;

Sis Find no probable cause to believe that Rajneesh

Services International Limited violated 2

_i&.cﬁzi_
Date es N, Steele

General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES N. STEELE Gﬁ/,
GENERAL COUNSEL ‘1‘\

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS/JODY C. MNSOMgﬁ--K’

DATE: APRIL 19, 1985

SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - Comprehensive Investigative
Report #1 signed April 17, 1985.

The above-captioned matter was circulated to the
Commission on a 24 hour no-objection basis at 11:00,
April 18, 1985.

There were no objections to the Comprehensive

Investigative Report at the time of the deadline.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO: Office of the Commission Secretary

. N
FROM: Office of General Counsel V)

DATE: April 17, 1985

SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - Comprehensive Investigative Report #1

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote Compliance
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Audit Matters

24 Hour No Objection Litigation
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Closed MUR Letters

Information Status Sheets
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
Other below)
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In the Matter of )

Rajneesh Foundation International ) MUR 1846 .. ,,, 17 Pq-
at 2];. e JLEE A 7 . 08

COMPREHENSIVE INVESTIGATIVE REPORT §1

The Commission found reason to believe on February 20, 1985
that the five corporate Respondents in the above-captioned matter
violated 2 U.S.C. §441b. Four of the five Respondents have
answered the questions attached to the notification of the
Commission's finding. The fifth, Rajneesh Services
International, Limited, a British Corporation, has not responded.

The information provided by the Respondents can be
summarized as follows:

1. Respondent Rajneesh Humanity Trust ("RHT") initiated
and directed the project of relocating indigents in Oregon (a
project referred to by Respondents as "Sharing-A-Home"). RHT
spent $1,490,000 on this project.

218 Various entities contributed to "Sharing-A-Home."
Respondent Rajneesh Foundation International ("RFI") contributed
$300,000, subject to a contractual condition that the funds be
used for charitable purposes. Respondent Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, ("RNSIC") contributed goods and services
valued at $318,000. Another "Rajneesh corporation", Rajneesh
Medical Corporation, contributed medical services valued at
$265,000.

3. The indigents were asked if they were U.S. citizens and

if they were over eighteen years old, but Respondents posed those




e

questions to avoid transporting illegal aliens and minors
travelling without parental consent. The only other criterion
that determined which indigents were chosen "was their
willingness to live in a drug-free, violence-free and crime-free
society." No questions of a political nature were asked.

4. Finally, Respondents deny subjecting the indigents to
any political indoctrination. They also deny encouraging or
pressuring the indigents to vote or to register to vote. They
deny supporting, endorsing, or aiding any Federal candidate.

This Office will now proceed to the next stageof the
enforcement process.

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

April 17, 1985 /m,/’ ’/.l/.'
ST S s

T ——

Date £ 5
Associate General Counsel
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Ma Deva Anando Ma Preﬁ\\ Sheelu R

Swami Anutosh Nion ° Swami Prartho Subhan * °

Swami Prem Niren * Swami Deva Vg ln' 0 o oY 0

Swami Premsukh ° Swami Satyam Vishhddha VA 3

April 2, 1985

- e

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

2.
L

b 30

Mr. John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463

€d 8 uay

-
N A
s

Re: MUR 1846

*

4]

Beloved Mr. McGarry:

Please find enclosed individual responses to your
order to submit written answers served on the corporations
named in the above complaint.

Please note that Swami Prem Jayananda is not the
President of Rajneesh Investment Corporation. For your
information you should know that there is no such group of
entities known as "Rajneesh corporations.®™ Each corporation
mentioned in the complaint has a clear and separate corporate
identity. My clients would appreciate your addressing them in
the correct manner.

Furthermore, I expect that in accordance with U.S.C.

§§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A), this matter will remain
confidential.

Wwith love,

g TG prt

Swami Prartho Subhan

Member CA Bar  Member MD Bar - Member NY Bar ' * * Member WA Bar " * * - Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )

Rajneesh Foundation International ) MUR 1846
)
)

RESPONSE TO ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Foundation International responds to the Order to
Submit Written Answers as follows:

QUESTION 1:

State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such indigents
in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or

participated in such projects.

b) State how much money was expended by each corporation

in connection with all indigent relocation projects.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1

The Sharing-A-~-Home project was initiated and has been
directed by Rajneesh Humanity Trust ("RHT"), an Oregon nonprofit
charitable corporation. Donations have been received from numerous
sources who have desired to support RHT in this worthwhile project.
The following corporations situated in the City of Rajneeshpuram
have made the following contributions:

1L Rajneesh Foundation International ("RFI") entered into

a conditional gift agreement with RHT. Under the agreement, RHT

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




promised that RFI's contributions would be used solely for

charitable purposes in connection with the Sharing-A-Home project.
In addition, RFI reserved the right to inspect the financial records
of RHT to ensure that this condition was adhered to. The amount
donated under this agreement was $300,000.00.

2% Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune has donated
support in the form of household necessities, clothing and food to
the Sharing-A-Home project. As of December 31, 1984, this non-cash
donation was valued at $318,000,.

<t Rajneesh Medical Corporation has donated medical
gservices to the Sharing-A-Home project. As of December 31, 1984,
this non-cash donation was valued at $265,000.00.

RHT, as the founder of the Sharing-A-Home project has been
solely responsible for all expenditures made in connection with the
project. As of December 31, 1984, RHT spent a total of $1,490,000
under the project (this amount includes the cash and non-cash
donations described above).

QUESTION 2:

State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:

a) whether they were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;
c) their political affiliation.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2

Rajneesh Foundation International has no knowledge of

the questions asked by recruiters.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




QUESTION 3:

State what criteria or considerations determined which
indigents would be transported to Oregon.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3:

Rajneesh Foundation International has no knowledge of these

criteria or considerations.

QUESTION 4:

State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents attended.

For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this

purpose.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4:

Rajneesh Foundation International did not conduct, sponsor,
or finance any such class or meeting and has no knowledge of such
meetings conducted by any of the other corporations named.

QUESTION 5:

State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to
register to vote.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




RESPONSE TO QUESTION 5:

Rajneesh Foundation International did not encourage the
aforementioned indigents to register to vote and has no knowledge of
any such encouragement by any of the other corporations named.

QUESTION 6:

State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for
such inducements.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6:

Rajneesh Foundation International did not promise or give
any consideration of the kinds specified or any other kind as an
inducement to vote. RFI has no knowledge of such activity or offer
by any other corporation named.

QUESTION 7:

State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election in
1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S. Senate,
or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7:

Rajneesh Foundation International d4id not endorse, support
or assist any candidate for election in 1984 to the offices of the
Presidency of the United States, U.S. Senate or the United States
Congress and has no knowledge of any such endorsement by any other
corporation named.

4 - RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




AFFIDAVIT
STATE OF OREGON

COUNTY OF WASCO

I, MA PREM GEETA, being sworn, say:
I am Secretary of Rajneesh Foundation International and
the foregoing answers are within my personal knowledge and if called

as a witness I can testify competently thereto.

-~

MA PREM GBETA

, 1985,

. Subscribed and sworn to before me this éznﬁg day
of é§?7&/(

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission expires: ([ -,zf,g

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Rajneesh Humanity Trust MUR 1846

RESPONSE TO ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Humanity Trust responds to the Order to Submit
Written Answers as follows:

QUESTION 1:

State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such indigents
in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or

participated in such projects.

b) State how much money was expended by each corporation

in connection with all idigent relocation projects.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1

The Sharing-A-Home project was initiated and has been
directed by Rajneesh Humanity Trust ("RHT"), an Oregon nonprofit
charitable corporation. Donations have been received from numerous
sources who have desired to support RHT in this worthwhile project.
The following corporations situated in the City of Rajneeshpuram

have made the following contributions:

25 Rajneesh Foundation International ("RFI") entered into

a conditional gift agreement with RHT. Under the agreement, RHT

TE= RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS




promised that RFI's contributions would be used solely for
charitable purposes in connection with the Sharing-A-Home project.
In addition, RFI reserved the right to inspect the financial records
of RHT to ensure that this condition was adhered to. The amount
donated under this agreement was $300,000.00.

2, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune has donated
support in the form of household necessities, clothing and food to
the Sharing-A-Home project. As of December 31, 1984, this non-cash
donation was valued at $318,000.

3. Rajneesh Medical Corporation has donated medical
services to the Sharing-A-Home project. As of December 31, 1984,
this non-cash donation was valued at $265,000.00.

RHT, as the founder of the Sharing-A-Home project has been
solely responsible for all expenditures made in connection with the
project. As of December 31, 1984, RHT spent a total of $1,490,000
under the project (this amount includes the cash and non-cash

donations described above).

QUESTION 2:

State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:

a) whether they were U.S. citizens

b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;

c) their political affiliation.

RESPONSE_TO QUESTION 2:

Applicants for the Sharing-A-Home Project were asked if
they were U.S. citizens in order to avoid any accusations that

2= RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS
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Rajneesh Humanity Trust was transporting illegal aliens to
participate in this project. 1In addition, applicants were asked if
they were eighteen years of age or older to assure that no minors
were attempting to participate in the project without parental
consent. No questions were asked as to any person's individual
political affiliation.

QUESTION 3:

State what criteria or considerations determined which
indigents would be transported to Oregon.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3:

2. a) and 2. b) of above and their willingness to live in a

drug-free, violence-free and crime-free society.

QUESTION 4:

State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents attended.

For each such occurrences, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this

purpose.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust did not conduct, sponsor or finance

R AIES RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS




any such class or meeting and has no knowledge of such meetings
conducted by any of the other corporations named.

QUESTION 5:

State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to
register to vote.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 5:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust did not encourage the
aforementioned indigents to register to vote and has no knowledge of
any such encouragement by any of the other corporations named.

QUESTION 6:

State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for
such inducements.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust did not promise, or give any
consideration of the kinds specified, or any other kind as
inducement to vote and has no knowledge of such activity or offer by
any other corporation named.

QUESTION 7:

State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election in
1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S. Senate,
or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS




assistance was manifested.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust did not endorse, support or assist

any candidate for election in 1984 to the offices cf the United

States Presidency, the United States Senate or the United States
Congress, and has no knowledge of any such endorsement by any other

corporation named.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS




APFIDAVIT

STATE OF OREGON )

)
COUNTY OF WASCO )

I, MA PREM ARUP, being sworn, say:

I am Secretary/Treasurer of Rajneesh Humanity Trust and

the foregoing answers are within my personal knowledge and if called

as a witness I can testify competently thereto.

MeatAs R

MA PREM ARUP

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2™ dé?
A7Vw4 , 1985.

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission expires: i/:;;/gg

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST TO ORDER TO SUBMIT
WRITTEN ANSWERS
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Rajneech Neo-Sannyas
International Commune MUR 1846

RESPONSE TO ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune responds to the

Order to Submit Written Answers as follows:

QUESTION 1:

State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such indigents
in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or

participated in such projects.
State how much money was expended by each corporation
in connection with all indigent relocation projects.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust sponsored the Sharing-A-Home
Project.
Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed the
Sharing-A-Home Project.
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune
donated support in the form of a non-cash
donation of $318,000.00 in the form of clothing,

household necessities and food and has no

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH NEO-SANNYAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNE TO
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




knowledge of any expenditure made in this ppoject
by other
corporations named.
QUESTION 2:
State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:
a) whether there were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;
c) their political affiliation.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2:

Applicants for the Sharing-A-Home project were asked if
they were U.S. citizens in order to avoid any accusations that
Rajneesh Humanity Trust was transporting illegal aliens to
participate in this project. 1In addition, applicants were asked if
they were eighteen years of age or older to assure that no minors
were attempting to participate in the project without parental
consent. No questions were asked as to any person's individual
political affiliation.

QUESTION 3:

State what criteria or considerations determined which
indigents would be transported to Oregon.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3:

2. a) and 2. b) of above and their willingness to live in a
drug-free, violence-free and crime-free society.

QUESTION 4:

State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH NEO-SANNYAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNE TO
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents attended.

For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this

purpose.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4:

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune did not conduct,
sponsor or finance any such class or meeting and has no knowledge of
such meetings conducted by any of the other corporations named.

QUESTION 5:

State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to
register to vote.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 5:

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune did not
encourage the aforementioned indigents to register to vote and has
no knowledge of any such encouragement by any of the other
corporations named.

QUESTION 6:

State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH NEO-SANNYAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNE TO
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for
such inducements.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6:

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune d4id not promise
or give any consideration of the kinds specified, or any other kind,
as an inducement to vote. RNSIC has no knowledge of such activity
or offer by any other corporation named.

QUESTION 7:

State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election in
1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S. Senate,
or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7:

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune did not endorse,
support or assist any candidate for election in 1984 to the offices
of the Presidency of the U.S., U.S. Senate or the U.S. Congress and
has no knowledge of any such endorsements by any other corporation

named.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH NEO-SANNYAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNE TO
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF OREGON )
COUNTY OF WASCO ;
I, MA YOGA VIDYA, being sworn, say:
I am President of Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International

Commune and the foregoing answers are within my personal knowledge

and if called as a witness I can testify competently thereto.

/t\;gGA VIp¥A) %

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ud day

T, Curls Send

of &741& , 1985.

=

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission expires: [ - ;29’ gg/

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH NEO-SANNYAS INTERNATIONAL COMMUNE TO
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Rajneesh Investment Corporation MUR 1846

RESPONSE TO ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Investment Corporation responds to the Order to
Submit Written Answers as follows:

QUESTION 1:

State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such indigents
in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or

participated in such projects.

b) State how much money was expended by each corporation

in connection all indigent relocation projects.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 1:

Rajneesh Humanity Trust sponsored the Sharing-A-Home
Project.
Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed the
Sharing-A-Home Project.
Rajneesh Investment Corporation has no knowledge
of any expenditure made in this project.
QUESTION 2:

State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH INVESTMENT CORPORATION TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:
a) whether they were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;
c) their political affiliation.
RESPONSE TO QUESTION 2:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation has no knowledge of the
questions asked by recruiters.

QUESTION 3:

State what criteria or considerations determined which
indigents would be transported to Oregon.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 3:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation has no knowlege of these
criteria or considerations.

QUESTION 4:

State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents attended.

For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this

purpose.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH INVESTMENT CORPORATION TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




RESPONSE TO QUESTION 4:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation d4id not conduct, sponsor,
or finance any such class or meeting and has no knowledge of such
meetings conducted by any other corporation named.

QUESTION 5:

State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to
register to vote.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 5:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation did not encourage the
aforementioned indigents to register to vote and has no knowledge of
any such encouragement by any other corporation named.

QUESTION 6:

State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for
such inducements.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 6:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation did not promise or give any
consideration of the kinds specified, or any other kind, as an
inducement to vote. RIC has no knowledge of such activity or offer
by any other corporation named.

QUESTION 7:

State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election in
1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S. Senate,

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH INVESTMENT CORPORATION TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




or the U.S. Congress.
State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.

RESPONSE TO QUESTION 7:

Rajneesh Investment Corporation did not endorse, support or
assist any candidate for election in 1984 to the offices of the
Presidency of the United States, the U.S. Senate or U.S. Congress
and has no knowledge of any such endorsement by any other

corporation named.

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH INVESTMENT CORPORATION TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS




AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF OREGON )
COUNTY OF WASCO ;
I, MA ANAND SU, being sworn, say:
I am President of Rajneesh Investment Corporation and
the foregoing answers are within my personal knowledge and if called

as a witness I can testify competently thereto.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this’;huaz.day

of W) , 1985,

Notary Public for Oregon
My Commission expires: 6-1@Y_S§F,

RESPONSE OF RAJNEESH INVESTMENT CORPORATION TO ORDER TO
SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS
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THE RAIJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu *

Swami Anutosh Nion * Swami Prartho Subhan " °
Swami Prem Niren * Swami Deva Vatula:® - -

Swami Premsukh ° Swami Satyam Vishuddha © * * *

March 25, 1985

EXPRESS MAIL

Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re MUR 1846
Beloved Mr. Gross:

Pursuant to my telephone conversation with Lois Lerner

of your office today, this is to confirm an agreed 10-day extension

of time for the submission of the written answers by my clients,

until April 4, 1985. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

With love,

dormat ity Gt

Swami Prartho Subhan

su:ast

Member CA Bar - Member MD Bar ** Member NY Bar - Member WA Bar ** ** Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram. OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
March 1, 1985

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT

Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.
28 Oak Village
London NW5 England

Re: MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Ltd.

Dear Sir:

The Federal Election Commission notified you on December 26,
1985, of a complaint alleging violations of certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act"). A copy of the complaint was forwarded to you at that
time.

Upon further review of the allegations contained in the
complaint, the Commission, on February 20, 1985, determined that
there is reason to believe that Rajneesh Services International,
Ltd. has violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b, a provision of the Act.
Specifically, it appears that the corporation made expenditures
to relocate indigents in Oregon, and to have them register to
vote, and to provide them political indoctrination, for the
purpose of influencing a Federal election.

As of this date, we have received no response from you in
connection with this matter. Please submit answers to the
enclosed questions within ten days of your receipt of this
letter. Statements should be submitted under oath.

The Office of General Counsel would like to settle this
matter through conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause.
However, in the absence of any information which demonstrates
that no further action should be taken against you, the Office of
General Counsel must proceed to the next compliance stage as
noted on page 2, paragraph 2, of the enclosed procedures.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.




Letter to Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder the
attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-4000.

Sinc ly,

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
Procedures
Questions




DESCRIPTION OF PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES
FOR PROCESSING COMPLAINTS FILED WITH THE
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Complaints filed with the Federal Election Commission
shall be referred to the Enforcement Division of the Office
of <he General Counsel, where they are assigoned a MUR (Matter
Under Review) number and assigned to a staff mender. Within
5 cavs of receipt of a complaint, the Cormission shall notify,
in writing, any respondent listed in the comzlaint that the
ccmplaint hes been filed and shall include with such notification
a ccpy of the complaint. Simultaneously, the complainant shall
be notified that the complaint has been received and will
be acted upon. The respondent(s) shall then have 15 davs to
cemonstrate, in writing, that no action should be tzken against
him/ her in response to the complaint.

At the end of the 15 days, the Office of General Counsel
shall report to the Commission making 2 recommendation(s)
based upon a preliminary legal and factual analysis of the
complaint and any submission made by the respondent(s). A
copy of respondent's submission shall be attached to the Office
of General Counsel's report and forwarded to the Commission.
This initial repecrt shall recommend ‘either: (&) that the
Comnmission £ind rezson to believe that tihe complaint sets forth
a pcssible violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA)
and that the Commission will ,conduct an investigation of the
matter; or (b) that the Commission finds no reason to believe
that the complaint sets forth a possible violation of the rederal
Election Campaign Act (FECA) and, accordingly, that the Commission
close the file on the matter.

If, by an affirmative vote of four (4) Conmissioners, the
Commission decides that it has reason to believe that a person
has comnitted or is about to commit a violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act (FECA), the Office of the General Counsel
shall open an investigation into the matter. During the investi-
cation, the Commission shall have the power to subpoena documents,
to subpoena individuals to appear for derposition, and to order
answers to interrogatories. The respondent(s) may be contacted
more than once by the Commission during its investigation.




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 1846

ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.

28 Oak Village

London NW5 England

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of its
investigation in the above-styled matter, the Federal Election
Commission hereby orders you to submit written answers to the
questions attached to this Order.

Such answers must be submitted under oath and must be
forwarded to the Commission within 15 days of your receipt of

this Order.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand in Washington, D.C. on this<3¢ﬂZZfday

of

ATTEST:

ZZM/&@ ﬁ/éﬁﬂwﬁﬁ/

Marjg@lé'w. Emmons
Secrefary to the Commission

Attachment
Questions (2 pages)




Questions To: Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.

1 State whether you have any knowledge as to whether Rajneesh
Neo-Sannyas International Commune, Rajneesh Investment
Corporation, Rajneesh Foundation International, or Rajneesh
Humanity Trust financed the recruitment, transportation, and
provisioning of indigents from various U.S. cities in connection
with all projects of relocating such indigents in or around
Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited

participated in and/or financed such projects.

b) State how much money hajneesh Services International

Limited expended in connection with all indigent relocation

project.

25 State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation projects questioned the indigents in connection with:
a) whether they were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;

c) their political affiliation.

State what criteria or considerations determined which

indigents would be transported to Oregon.

4, State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited and/or
any of the other corporations listed in question 1 above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents

attended.




For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount Rajneesh Services International Limited

expended for this purpose.

b'e State what efforts Rajneesh Services International Limited
and/or the other corporations listed in question 1 above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to

register to vote.

6. State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for and/or offered to pay
for such inducements.
7o State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited and/or
any of the other corporations listed in question 1 abéve
endorsed, supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for
election in 1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S.,
the U.S. Senate, or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
March 1, 1985

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esqguire
Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
P.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Swami Prem Jayanda, President

Dear Mr. Subhan:

The Federal Election Commission notified your clients on
November 17, 1984, of a complaint alleging violations of certain
sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
("the Act"). A copy of the complaint was forwarded to them at
that time.

Upon further review of the allegations contained in the
complaint, the Commission, on February 2Q 1985, determined that
there is reason to believe that your clients have violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b, a provision of the Act. Specifically, it
appears that these corporations made expenditures to relocate
indigents in Oregon, and to have them register to vote, and to
provide them political indoctrination, for the purpose of
influencing a Federal election. ’

Your clients' response to the Commission's initial
notification of this complaint did not provide complete
information regarding the matter in question. Please submit
answers to the enclosed questions within 10 days of receipt of
this letter. Statements should be submitted under oath.

The Office of General Counsel would like to settle this
matter through conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause.
However, in the absence of any information which demonstrates
that no further action should be taken against your clients, the
Office of General Counsel must proceed to the next compliance
stage as noted on page 2, paragraph 2, of the enclosed
procedures.




Letter to Swami Prartho Subhan
Page 2

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-4000.

Sincgergly.,

_John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
Procedures
Questions




DESCRIPTION OF PRELIMINARY PROCEDURES
FOR PROCESSING COMPLAINTS FILED WITH THE
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

Complaints filed with the Federal Election Commission
shall be referred to the Enforcement Divisiorn of the Office
of the General Counsel, where they are assigned a2 MUR (Matter
Under Review) number and assigned to a staff memder. Within
3 éavs of receipt of & complaint, the Cormmission shall notify,
in writing, any respondent listed in the complaint that the
cemplaint has been filed and shall inclucde with such notification
a ccpy of the complaint. Simultaneously, the complainant shall
be notified that the complaint has been received and will
be acted upon. The respondent(s) shall then have 15 days to
cenonstrate, in writing, that no action should be tzken against
him/ her in response to the complaint.

At the end of the 15 days, the Office of General Counsel
shall report to the Commission making 2 recommendation(s)
based upon a preliminary legal and factual analysis of the
complaint and any submission made by the respondent(s). A
copy of respondent's submission shall be attached to the Office
of General Counsel's report and forwarded to the Commission.
This initial report shall recommend -either: (&) that the
Comnission £ind reeason to believe that tae COﬂDlalnt sets forth
a possible violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act (FECA)
and that the Commission will ,conduct an investigation of the
matter; or (b) that the Commission finds no reason to believe
that the complaint sets forth a possible violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act (FECA) and, accordingly, that the Comnission
close the file on 'the matter.

If£, by an affirmative vote of four (4) Commissioners, the
Commission decides that it has reason to believe that a person
has comnmitted or is about to commit a violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act (FECA), the Office of the General Counsel
cshall open an investigation into the matter. During the investi-
cation, the Commission shall have the power to subpoena documents,
to subpoena individuals to appear for derosition, and to orcer
answers to interrogatories. The respondent(s) may be contacted
nore than once by the Commission during its investigation.




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
In the Matter of )
) MUR 1846
ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS
Rajneesh Foundation International
Rajneesh Humanity Trust
Ma Anand Sheela, President
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune
Ma Yoga Vidya, President
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Swami Prem Jayanda, President

c/o Swami Prartho Subhan, Esq.

P.O. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of its
investigation in the above-styled matter, the Federal Election
Commission hereby orders you to submit written answers to the
questions attached to this Order.

Such answers must be submitted under ocath and must be
forwarded to the Commission within 15 days of your receipt of
this Order.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand in Washington, D.C. on this°2727£ day

of M, 1985.

ATTEST:

i 1
%ﬂw % (g:{yz%/; g
Marjofife W. Emmons
Secrét ry to the Commission

Attachment
Questions (2 pages)




QUESTIONS TO: Rajneesh Foundation International
Rajneesh Humanity Trust
Ma Anand Sheela, President
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune
Ma Yoga Vidya, President
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Swami Prem Jayanda, President
3 State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such
indigents in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.
a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or
participated in such projects.
b) State how much money was expended by each corporation in

connection with all indigent relocation projects.

24 State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:
a) whether they were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;

c) their political affiliation.

37 State what criteria or considerations determined which

indigents would be transported to Oregon.

4. State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents

attended.,




For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this purpose.
o State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to

register to vote.

6. State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for

such inducements.

16 State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election
in 1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S.
Senate, or the U.S. Congress,

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM TO: CHARLES N. STEELE
GENERAL COUNSEL

FROM: MARJORIE W. EMMONS/JODY C. RANSOM 2ﬁt/fi

DATE: FEBRUARY 27, 1985

SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - Orders

The attached orders, which were Commission approved

on February 20, 1985 by a vote of 6-0, have been signed

and sealed this date.

Attachment




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune

Ma Joga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Swami Prem Jayanda, President

Rajneesh Services International
Limited

MUR 1846

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the
Federal Election Commission executive session of
February 20, 1985, do hereby certify that the Commission
decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the following actions in

MUR 1846:

1. Find reason to believe Rajneesh Foundation
International, and Ma -Anand Sheela, as
President, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, and
Ma Anand Sheela, as President, Rajneesh
Neo-Sannyas International Commune, and
Ma Yoga Vidya, as President, Rajneesh
Investment Corporation and Swami Prem
Jayanda, as president, and Rajneesh
Services International Limited violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b.

(Continued)




Federal Election Commission
Certification for MUR 1846
February 20, 1985

2. Approve and send the letters attached to
the General Counsel's report dated
February 6, 1985.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Harris, McDonald,

McGarry, and Reiche voted affirmatively for the decision.

Attest:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsel(}AS*”

DATE: February 6, 1985

SUBJECT: MUR 46 - 's Report

The attached is submiﬁfed as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote ~ Compliance
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Audit Matters

24 Hour No Objection Litigation
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Closed MUR Letters

Information Status Sheets
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
Other below)
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION s@rom: .- FEC
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In the Matter of
RoTEER 6T PIZ% 59
Rajneesh Foundation International
Rajneesh Humanity Trust MUR 1846
Ma Anand Sheela, President
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune
Ma Yoga Vidya, President
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Swami Prem Jayanda, President
Rajneesh Seivices International

Limited

SENSTTIVE

N N P P P i s i P “wutP s ot

- GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

BACKGROUND

The Larryann Willis for Congress Committee filed the
complaint in this matter on November 5, 1984, alleging that
Respondents Rajneesh Foundation International ("RFI"), Rajneesh
Humanity Trust ("RHT"), Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune ("RNSIC"), Rajneesh Investment Corporation ("RIC"), and
Rajneesh Services International Limited ("RSIL") violated the
statutory prohibition against the expenditure of corporate funds
to influence a Federal election. 2 U.S.C. § 441b. (All the
corporate respondents will be collectively referred to as the
"Rajneesh Corporations"). The complaint also named Ma Anand
Sheela as President of the five corporations. Subsequently, the
Presidents of the various corporations were identified as
follows: Ma Anand Sheela, RFI and RHT; Swami Prem Jayanda, RIC;

and; Ma Yoga Vidya, RNSIC, */

*/ Once the correct address for RSIL was obtained, a
notification letter was sent to that corporation. As yet,
however, the President of RSIL has not been identified. RSIL did
not respond to the notification letter within the period allotted
by 2 U.S.C. § 4374q.




The complaint alleges that Respondents violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 441b in that they expended funds to influence the Congressional
election between Larryann Willis and Congressman Bob Smith in
Oregon's Second Congressional District. Specifically, it is
alleged that Respondents financed a drive to recruit and
transport indigents from various U.S. cities in order to relocate
them in the Rajneesh settlement in the Second Congressional
District., It is further alleged that Respondents expended
corporate funds to provide those indigents who registered to vote
with better food and lodging than was given those who refused to
register. Also, Respondents allegedly sponsored political
indoctrination classes for the purpose of causing the indigents
to support Congressman Smith or oppose candidate Willis.
LEGAL ANALYSIS
The statute cited in the complaint states in part that "It
is unlawful ... for any corporation whatever ... to make a
contribution or expenditure in connection with any [Federal]
election...”" 2 U.S.C. § 441b(a). The Federal Election Campaign
Act (the "Act") defines "expenditure" as:
any purchase, payment, distribution, loan,
advance, deposit, or gift of money or
anything of value, made by any person for the
purpose of influencing any election for
Federal office....
2 U.S.C. § 431(9) (A) (i).
The focus of the present inquiry is whether the activities

of the Respondents were in connection with federal elections,




namely, in support of Congressman Smith or in opposition to
candidate Willis. Complainant has submitted newspaper clippings

indicating that the Rajnessh Times, a newspaper apparently

controlled by some or all of the Respondents, opposed her

candidacy, Rajneesh Times, December 30, 1983; and that the

indigents participated in rallies against the candidacy of a

state senator whom the Rajneesh movement opposed. Spokane

(Washington) Chronicle, September 20, 1984. (Attachments 1 and 2)

These circumstances give rise to an inference that the
Respondents may have similarly indoctrinated the indigents with
respect to the Congressional election.

Assuming such indoctrination did take place, the Rajneesh
corporations would have expended money in connection with a
Federal election under either of two possible views of the facts.
It may be that a desire to influence the outcome of the
Smith/Willis contest was among the original motivations for the
relocation drive, in which event at least a share of the cost of
the entire enterprise would be deemed to have been expended in
connection with a Federal election. Alternatively, the Rajneesh
corporations may have transported the indigents to Oregon for
reasons unrelated to any election, but once having gotten them
there, endeavored to influence them to register and vote in
accordance with Rajneesh interests. Ma Anand Sheela has

reportedly admitted that such was the case with respect to




local elections. According to several published reports, Sheela

said:

she hadn't thought of potential votes
when disciples began recruiting the
homeless. But, when detractors accused
the sect of such a motive, she said, she
liked the idea.

"The county is so ... bigoted it
deserves to be taken over," she said.

Spokane (Wash.) Chronicle, September 20, 1984; (Boise) Idaho

Statesman, September 19, 1984. (Attachment 3) Use of corporate
facilities and corporate employees to conduct political
indoctrination of the indigents in connection with a Federal
election would clearly involve the Rajneesh corporations in a
violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

Further investigation is necessary, not only to determine
the extent of the political indoctrination undertaken by the
Rajneesh corporations, but to discover which corporations
actually made the expenditures in question. Based on information
provided by complainant (in manuscript form) deriving from Oregon
Magazine, it appears that the five corporations are linked in a
complex financial network. Each corporation has a distinct
function: RFI is the religious, non-profit organization; RNSIC
is the commune to which all Oregon-based Rajneeshees belong; RIC
is a profit-making business organization that owns Rajneeshpuram
and Rancho Rajneesh, and leases those properties to RNSIC; RSIL,
a London-based firm, holds the mortgage on the aforementioned

real properties; and RHT is the organization that actually




conducted the recruitment drive. It is uncertain which
corporations financed the recruitment of the indigents and the
alleged political indoctrination. All the Rajneesh corporations
should, therefore, remain Respondents until further investigation
reveals which of them engaged in unlawful activity.

In summary, it appears from numerous press reports that
Respondents recruited indigents from around the country and
financed their re-settlement in Oregon. It also appears that
Respondents encouraged these indigents to register to vote, and
expended corporate funds to provide incentives, in the form of
better food and lodging, to foster such registration. The press
reported that these indigents participated, at the behest of the
Respondents, in political rallies related to a local election.
Complainant has asserted that Respondents also conducted
political indoctrination sessions to cause the indigents to
oppose Larryann Willis or support Bob Smith in the then ongoing
Congressional election. Should evidence bear cut these
allegations, those Respondents who paid for the recruitment and
political indoctrination of the indigents would have violated the
prohibition on corporate spending in connection with a Federal
election. 2 U.S.C. § 441b. It appears, therefore, that there is

reason to believe the Respondents violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.




RECOMMENDATIONS

I, Find reason to believe Rajneesh Foundation International,

and Ma Anand Sheela, as President, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, and

Ma Anand Sheela, as President, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune, and Ma Yoga Vidya, as President, Rajneesh Investment
Corporation and Swami Prem Jayanda, as president, and Rajneesh
Services International Limited violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b.

2. Approve and send the attached letters.

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

T
\/Aé««wq LI1F

Date d
Associate GeneraY Counsel

Attachments
Rajneesh Times, December 30, 1983
Spokane (Washington) Chronicle, September 20, 1984
(Boise) Idaho Statesman, September 19, 1984
Oregon Magazine, November, 1984
Letter to Swami Prartho Subhan, Esq., order and questions
Letter to Rajneesh Services International Limited,
order and questions




‘uchmﬂ‘/

PAINEESH TIMES Decerber 30, 1983
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INSTANT REPLAY: 4,

i Voters In two of Oregon’
:Congressional Districts will be
faced with a slow-motion instant
_replay of the races they yawned
'about in 1982. Former Georgla-
Pacific exec Blll Moshofsky will
square off again with 1st District
Rep. Les AuColin. Moshofsky gave
AuCoin the closest call of his five-
term Congressional career — and
.ot least one political consultant .
says Moshofsky will win this time
" If President Reagan runs strongly .
.In Oregon. To date, Reagan is
ting well in Oregon polls.... In .
Yhé” 2nd DISHTCLY which™ includes
1 egstern, central and much of
T Tsouthetfi Oregon, political fly-by-"
*night LaRyGna Wilis” has ‘been ;
busting a gut trying to get some ;
tpublic attention in her hoped-for ;
irepeat bout against Rep. Bob
Smith, who left her in the dust in .
their -first ' go-round. :..tWillis?
lotest heat-seeking missile wasn't
aimed ot Smith. it wos cimed at *
Publisher Greg Cushmon and
Editer Bob Chandler of . The ;
Bulletin, Bend. Willis paid $600
for ¢ full-page ad in The Bulletin
to lombaste the newspaper for .
. being unfair to her. Willis.is Bént .
. out of shape — @ not inconsidera- |
ible fect given her shope —
‘because The Bulletin conducted *
an investigation and found that :
-she "misrepresents the facts at
the least” in her denial of her
:solicitation of Rojneeshees for
'money and votes...; FWillis;“we .
assume, will also sponsor a jull-
poge ad in The Hermiston Herald
.= becouse they also roked her- .
over the coals.... Observers.in
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| Salem, “some of them Wi'lll;\
© acquaintances, say her .anti-
Rojneesh fund-raising appeal ia
The Bend cdvertisement Is ‘o
despercte last-ditch attempt to
save a floundering compaign,’
: "Her own polls show her in bad
i shope, even among many fellow
. Democrats. And the pecple who
contribute to_ compaigns _aren't
going to throw their money dow_n

o lost-couse rat-hole.”.""J :
. 'y L4 - - '.- '«
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- ¢ Sean Osgome

Epokane, WA
(Spokans Ca.)
Spokane Chronicle

(Clr. 8xW. 60.8-38) .

SEP 20 1984
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Auocmcc Press

RAJ’NEESHPUR.AM. Ore. — With the e::t.busxasnc
capproval of many of their 900 “guests,” disciples of
tIndian guru Bhagwan Shree Pajoeesh bave announced
?a campaign to-drive a state legislator out of office. |
The Rajneeshis prefaced a news conference featur-
-ing testimonials from more than 40 of the “street peo-
-ple bused in from around the pation with a song
.a.xmed at Rep. Wayne H. Fawbush. D-Hood River. i
: “Goodbye, Wayne,” they sang. “... Your ca.mpa:gns
-going down the drainm, glub, glub, glub.” 0
« The disciples previously denied that their “ d-
emeat,” which brought busloads of bomeless people to
<this central Oregon commune-city, was daxgned to e!a-
-large its veticg ﬁOpulauon . A T
« Ma Anand Sheela, the guru’s oquoken nal
Jsecretary, said she bhadn’t thought of potestial votes
ewhen disciples began recruiting the bhomeless. But,
+when detractors accused the sect of such a motive, she
-s.and she liked the 1dea.

* “The county is s0 . .. bigoted it deserves to be taken
*over' sne sax%

- Fawbush, whose district includes Guham, Hood Riv-
.er. Sherman, Wasco and Wheeler counties, eould not
*be located for corament.

+ He faces a challenge Nov. 6 from Republican John

¢Lundell of The Dalles.

+ Ma Anand Sheela accused Fawbush of trying to take

caway the new arrivals’ voting rights.

+ “If they touch any one of our people, . -I'Il bave 1%

Jof their heads,” she said.

»  Under Oregon law, voters mmcst live in the state at

sleast 20 days before an electios.

4 of Santa Cruz, Calif., zaid be hadn't

sp!amed to votz until ke saw a televition isterview

twith a state legislator whose came be did not koow.
“Nobody asked roe to vote. I've pever voted in my

-eatire life ... (but) I am % ing to register and [ ¢m

tgoing to vote agunst you e naid.

“In two mozths, we're golng to drop & peace bomb
-glvzashingum. added Rickard Willlizme of Berkeley,

Y.

~ -bokh sides

saChimedT 3~ @

-

Ra;neeshis announce p!an
io; ,defeat Oregon legisla’tor

S %QQDT&C&D!WRKS“D&RO 3%0tt2 Jp. |

IStrict that mc
tne nees

aIIl, bas accu

yence the outcome of state an elections in
gon.

Fa)neeshi opponeats, meanwhile, have announced a
plan to move en masse to Wasco County to prevent the
sect from taking over the countzegovemmem.

A similar controversy eru in 1982, whea the
pearby town of Antelope sought to disincorporate
ratber than have the disciples overrun the community.

Antelope’s population of 40 more than doubled as

State law allows re Oregon voters to move
into a town on election day, r-egxsm- and vote. The
Antelope proposal failed two years ago, but the town
was voted out of existence Tuesday.
Ante}oge voters, pow comprised prirnarily of the
's follo

day — many of whom had been at the commune only a
few days —
and most said they planned to stay. Some even.said
they would die for the Rajneeshis, :
" Joseph Coulson of Portland said he was sent to
Rajpeeshpuram b{’a counselor at the Burrside Com-'
muonity Councu which belps the homeless in that city.
"] was seat . . . to see if [ could find anything wrong..
I apologize for coming under those
they'l still bave me, I'd love to stay,” be sajid.
*T'm stll in the skeptical stages,” said \Qchael An-'
theay Groom of Washington, D. : i
The Rev. Tora Durkin, a Catholic priest from Penn--
sylvania, said be was op assignment for the Ecumeni-'
cal Catholic Diocese of America to study the
Rzajpeeshis’ experiment.
“There i3 0O conu'adlcuon between Jesus and,
Brapwan Shree Ra . I'd Uke to say, 'Drop,
your {ear, Catholic un:h."'be.uld. ~

des meved in volers from elsewhere in Oregon. |

we.rs decided to change f.he townsuame to
‘lz‘he new Raineahpmm residents who 3poke Tus- :

retenses, and if, |

gave glowing reviews of their benefactors, -
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‘Rajiieeshees at polls -

——

(out) 1 am going to register and I

am going to vote against (Faw-

_ bush),” Osborne said. He said he

" did not know the legislator's
name. I 4 Al .
“In two months, we're going to
drop a peace bomb on Washing-
ton,” added Richard Williams: of

" The Associaied Press ,
RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore. —
Some of the 900 “street people”
brought to this commune-=city by
disciples of Indian gurnu Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh vowed Tuesday
to help their benefactors by vot-
ing against a state legislator in

Novernber.
~ The Rajneeshes'have denied
that the homeless le were
bused in from across the nation 10
enlarge their voter rolls. -~ .
Ma Anand Sheela, the guru's
personal secretary. said Tuesday
that she “hadn’t thought of vot-
ing™ when the disciples began re-
.cruiting the homeless.

" But the county is $0 “bigoted it
deserves 10 taken over, sne

Said. SR .
The Rajneeshees began busing
{ndigent le from various
rts of the country to Rajneesh-
uram in recent weeks in what
the Rajneesh followers say was
an experiment in communal liv-
ing and charity.

More than 40 of the street peo-
ple spoke glowingly of their new
home at & news’ conference,
which began with a song called
Goocbye Wayne. Ma Anand
Sheela said the song was aim at
slale €. avne T awbusih
SRoSe aisinct incluges Rajneesh-

F2m and wno is up for 1ec:

0N HOV. 5
Sean Osbomne of Santa Cruz,

Calif., said he hadn't planned 10
vote until he saw a stale legislator
»;&y15100,

Berkeley, Calif. :
Meanwhile, Rajneeshees in
nearby Antelope voted Tuesday
on a proposal to name the town
after Rajneesh. - C
The town's 90 registered voters
had to cast absentee ballots after
_a flap over whether the polling
site should be transferred into the
Rajneeshee partoftown. . =~ -
Only a handful of Antelope's
original residents remain. Most

_ moved after the sect members

took contro! of Antelope’s govern- .
ment and raised taxes. The street
people who spoke were highly
complimentary of the Rajnee

shees, with some even vowing to
die for them.

N\ Joseph Coulson of Portland said
he was sent to Rajneeshpuram by
a counselor at the Bumnside Com-
munity Council, which helps the
homeless in that city.

1 was sent ... 10 €€ i{ 1 could
find anything Wrong. 1 apologize
{or comning under those pretenses,
end if they'll still have me, 1'd
love to stay,” he said.

Two of the testimonials came
{rom people who said they had ex-
changed drugs for love. -

“Love is the best high 1 ever

. 1t Burnett of De-
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Rajneesh Watch-;névembe: 1984
BHAGWAN'S BOTTCM LINE
PART l: THE CORPOPATE OCTOPUS
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, who has cften extolled the
virtues of capitalism, is clearly a man who practices what

creaches.

-

Although his name does—not appear on any known document
of ownership of a single enterprise or piece of property

anywhere in the. worlé, Rajneesh, through top assistants like

Sheela Silverman and her husband John Shelfer (whose names
Qészggguii;J/
édo appear on such documents), has creetei~a complex and

lucrative international financial empire that belies his

gy

F-/i“""/",‘ ORLIZIoVS 'f'.a

claim to be avépiritual leader wordly affairs.
The heart of Rajneesh's'financial empire is the Rajneesh

Founcdation Inteinationél (RFI), an Oregcon non-profit

corporatisnl that, according to its chacter, 'is "o;ganized

exclusively for charitable purposes anc zarticularly for the

the religiocus teachings anc messages oI Bhagwan
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Shree Rajneesh. RFI is the successor to the Rajneesh

Foundation in Poona, India, the city where Rajneesh's

community was located until he fled that country in June,

’

Y G IS IETAS o)
1961 ea =e Le=iz <f.Indian tax authoritiesL———””f .

The Rajneesh Foundation in Inéia (whose tax-exempt

e I : 1 . LR
status as a chariteble institution had just been revoked)
;as effectively disbanced when seven of its eleven officers
IS S
b \'/',/
resicnec their positionslas they and Rajneesh were leaving
for the United States. At the time of their departure, in
the words of the highly respected Indian magazine India
Today (June 15, 198l1), the Rajneesh Founcdation of India was
"up to its neck in income tax arrears, defalcations with
A . »
the charitieifs commissioner, a major insurance fraud, and
\r
cases for criminal offenses which were still

when they left.




It is the reconstituted foundation in Oregon, i.e.
RFI, that receives the monies from most of the Rajneesh
orcanization's known sources of income in the United States—-

sales of Rajneesh books, audio and video tapes, films and

< - —

paraghenalia, various "therapy" and "meditation" courses

offerred at Rajneeshpuram and other Rajneesh centers: profits
from the annual world festival given'every summer at the

o gt e . a \ 2 -
ranch in Oreccn, and "donations" from wealthyY and non-wealthﬁv/
followers. Although informed observers seriously doubt that
these stated sources of income can, by themselves, fully

Lt TLESS (S,

account for the apparent weseness of Rajneesh financial
resources, they can indeed be guite remunerative: it has
been estimated that the Third Annual World Festival at

Rajneeshruram last summer netted upwarcds of ten million

dollars for the city ané its various business enterprises.
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Most residents of Rajneeshpuram are members of the

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune (RNSIC), an

Oregon "Cccperative Corporation” (Coop) whose stated purpose .

is "to be a2 relicious community whose life is, in every

respect, cuided by the réligious teachings of Bhagwan

Shree Rajneecsh and whose members live a communal life with

a ccmmon treasury." It is the commune that provides the

work-Zorce (or slave-labor force) to run the ranch, builgd

RAJUEFLD

Lot \QES’,——"—‘J :
and maintzin the city and doperate ®&2 variousYbusinesses.

Mermbers of the coxmmune not only work 12 hours a day, seven

days

a week for no wages, but actually have to pay a

substantial fee for the privilege of being in Bhagwan's

Bucch

tn
(oD

fu
’ ]

aZfielé ané performing this act of "worship."
The fze for residing and working at Rajneeshpuram is

0 raznge ketween $500 and $1500 a month, and is apparent
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in addition to an initial entrance fee that itself reportedly

can range between $5000 and $150,000.,, depending on a person's

-

financial resources ané work skills. Any money a commune

\Pﬁ‘ Wl
“mexmber has left over aftertthese fees will undoubtedly be

spent in the various-hich=priced bouticues, shops and

restaurants in cdowntown Rajneeshpuram. (adrian Greek, director

of Portland's Positive Action Center, an organization that
monitors the activities of "destructive cults," has called

Rajneeshpuram "an aggressive capitalist-ZIeucdal system in

which you owe your soul to the company store").

Because it is a cooperative, the commune is tax-exempt;

(Vo2 :
=der Oregon and Federal tax laws, members of a coop are

taxeé on benefits they receive from their membership, but
no inccme tax is levied on the organization itself. The

RNSIC, in any cas2, is said to operate at a loss; even if
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it made a profit, tax experts say, the income it paid out
/,tfp../{-'f:;w:) e
would be &sz&ai-svexr so many members that actual taxes would

be guite low relative to those that would have to be paid

by a single profit-making entity. -~

- - ——

The "profit-making" arm of the Rajneesh corporate

empire is thé Rajneesh Investment Corporation (RIC), a

wholly-owneé subsidiary of RFI. The investment corporation

ho;ds title to Rancho Rajneesh and the entire city of

Rajneeshpuram, as well as éo.Rajneesh properties in Antelope

and Portland, and in turn "leases" these properties to the

commune. These same properties are fully mortgaged to Rajneesh
r/

F
Services Internati;}fLimited (RSI) in London, England, a

nglish corporation whose principal function

ty

recistered
SRSy S
b , -

2-=3=xs t0 be to transfer money from one component of the

rnaticrnal financial empire to another (including,




recortedly, secret bank accounts in Geneva, Switzerland).
The RIC also has various specialized holdings in an assor:t-
ment of subsidiary "trusts," such as the "Modern Car Trus:," h

which manaces Bhagwan's fleet of 40-plus "graced" Rolls Rovces.

Attorneys and dccountants who have pondered the

Rajneesh corporate octopus believe that the investment

_1_ \: “.-'.--. -t 2 -l' 1 ;
\\JJJC3 i

e S——" . .
corporation, RIC, serves e=w===: functions. First, they say.,

because it is a private corporation, RIC's records are not

. .

ocen to the public, as are those of its parent corporation,

R®I, which is a public fcundation. Thus, the investment

corporation enables the Rajneeshees to keep details of
il s ; 5
certain financial transactions confidential, particuérly
~ (LAl
some reportedly large transfers of woney from RSI in London.

Seccnd, by mortgaging all of its real property holdings

to a corgo icn in England, RIC has made these assets
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iRt R6—EX0R ci:i%;and_ai:iniséﬁaeéve court judgments in
rmerica. The sealing off of other special assets such as
the Rolls Royvces in RIC-controlled trusts insulates those
assets from such court judgments as well, legal experts say.
Oné Portlancd attornéy_has said that the Rajneeshees have
BUddEata neafly impregnable wall of protection for their
assets.”

“These experts say that the function of the Rajneesh
Foundation International, the center or head of this financial»

xS N X
CIHI"“&Z:_A;Z/
octopus, -Sheulé—2 —ai£Zy Obvious

~ : i
by virture of its being a non-profit "church," RFI does not
-

y T L .
have to pay any taxes whatsoever on its elearly considerable

income. .
Win McCormack

-=30--

.

NENT MONTH: THE ZXNPLOITATION OF MAXN 3Y 'GOD'
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire
Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
P.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Swami Prem Jayanda, President

Dear Mr. Subhan:

The Federal Election Commission notified your clients on
November 17, 1984, of a complaint alleging violations of certain
sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended

("the Act"). A copy of the complaint was forwarded to them at
that time.

Upon further review of the allegations contained in the
complaint, the Commission, on , 1985, determined that
there is reason to believe that your clients have violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b, a provision of the Act. Specifically, it
appears that these corporations made expenditures to relocate
indigents in Oregon, and to have them register to vote, and to
provide them political indoctrination, for the purpose of
influencing a Federal election.

Your clients' response to the Commission's initial
notification of this complaint did not provide complete
information regarding the matter in question. Please submit
answers to the enclosed questions within 10 days of receipt of
this letter. Statements should be submitted under oath.

The Office of General Counsel would like to settle this
matter through conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause.
However, in the absence of any information which demonstrates
that no further action should be taken against your clients, the
Office of General Counsel must proceed to the next compliance
stage as noted on page 2, paragraph 2, of the enclosed
procedures.




Letter to Swami Prartho Subhan
Page 2

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.85.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-4000.

Sincerely,

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
Procedures
Questions




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

)
) MUR 1846

ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Foundation International

Rajneesh Humanity Trust

Ma Anand Sheela, President

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune

Ma Yoga Vidya, President

Rajneesh Investment Corporation

Swami Prem Jayanda, President

c/o Swami Prartho Subhan, Esq.

P.O. Box 20 . g

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of its
investigation in the above-styled matter, the Federal Election
Commission hereby orders you to submit written answers to the
questions attached to this Order.

Such answers must be submitted under oath and must be
forwarded to the Commission within 15 days of your receipt of
this Order.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand in Washington, D.C. on this day

of » 1985.

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Attachment
Questions (2 pages)




QUESTIONS TO: Rajneesh Foundation International
Rajneesh Humanity Trust
Ma Anand Sheela, President
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune
Ma Yoga Vidya, President
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Swami Prem Jayanda, President
b 8 State which Rajneesh corporations financed the recruitment,
transportation, and provisioning of indigents from various U.S.
cities in connection with all projects of relocating such
indigents in or around Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.
a) State whether Rajneesh Humanity Trust directed or
participated in such projects.
b) State how much money was expended by each corporation in

connection with all indigent relocation projects.

2. State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned
relocation project questioned the indigents in connection with:
a) whether they were U.S. citizens;
b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;

c) their political affiliation,

3fe State what criteria or considerations determined which

indigents would be transported to Oregon.

4, State whether any of the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,

and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents

attended.




For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount expended by the corporation for this purpose.
5% State what efforts the corporations listed above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to

register to vote.

6. State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, and state which corporations paid for or offered to pay for

such inducements.

7. . State which of the corporations listed above endorsed,
supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for election
in 1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S., the U.S.
Senate, or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT

Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.
28 Oak Village
London NW5 England

Re: MUR 1846
Rajneesh Services
International, Ltd.

Dear Sir:

The Federal Election Commission notified you on December 26,
1985, of a complaint alleging violations of certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Aft“)' A copy of the complaint was forwarded to you at that
time.

Upon further review of the allegations contained in the
complaint, the Commission, on , 1985, determined that
there is reason to believe that Rajneesh Services International,
Ltd. has violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b, a provision of the Act.
Specifically, it appears that the corporation made expenditures
to relocate indigents in Oregon, and to have them register to
vote, and to provide them political indoctrination, for the
purpose of influencing a Federal election.

As of this date, we have received no response from you in
connection with this matter. Please submit answers to the
enclosed questions within ten days of your receipt of this
letter. Statements should be submitted under oath.

The Office of General Counsel would like to settle this
matter through conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause.
However, in the absence of any information which demonstrates
that no further action should be taken against you, the Office of
General Counsel must proceed to the next compliance stage as
noted on page 2, paragraph 2, of the enclosed procedures.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. §§ 437g(a) (4) (B) and 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.




Letter to Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder the
attorney assigned to this matter, at (202)523-4000.

Sincerely,

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

Enclosures
Procedures
Questions




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 1846

ORDER TO SUBMIT WRITTEN ANSWERS

Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.

28 Oak Village

London NWS England

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437d(a) (1), and in furtherance of its
investigation in the above-styled matter, the Federal Election
Commission hereby orders you to submit written answers to the
questions attached to this Order.

Such answers must be submitted under oath and must be
forwarded to the Commission within 15 days of your receipt of
this Order.

WHEREFORE, the Chairman of the Federal Election Commission

has hereunto set his hand in Washington, D.C. on this day

of , 1985.

John Warren McGarry
Chairman

ATTEST:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Attachment
Questions (2 pages)




Questions To: Rajneesh Services International, Ltd.

J13 State whether you have any knowledge as to whether Rajneesh
Neo-Sannyas International Commune, Rajneesh Investment
Corporation, Rajneesh Foundation International, or Rajneesh
Humanity Trust financed the recruitment, transportation, and
provisioning of indigents from various U.S. cities in connection
with all projects of relocating such indigents in or around
Rancho Rajneesh or Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

a) State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited

participated in and/or financed such projects.

b) State how much money Rajneesh Services International

Limited expended in connection with all indigent relocation

project.

2. State whether the recruiters in the aforementioned

relocation projects questioned the indigents in connection with:

a) whether they were U.S. citizens;

b) whether they were eighteen years of age or older;

c) their political affiliation.

State what criteria or considerations determined which

indigents would be transported to Oregon.

4. State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited and/or
any of the other corporations listed in question 1 above, and/or
their agents, conducted, sponsored, financed, and/or proposed any
political indoctrination and/or instruction classes, lectures,
and/or meetings that any of the aforementioned indigents

attended.




For each such occurrence, state:

a) the name of the sponsoring corporation

b) the date of the meeting

c) the name(s) of the federal candidates discussed

d) the substance of the discussion

e) the amount Rajneesh Services International Limited

expended for this purpose.

B State what efforts Réjneesh'Sérvices International Limited
and/or the other corporations listed in question 1 above, and/or
their agents, made to encourage the aforementioned indigents to

register to vote.

6. State whether the indigents were promised or given special
food, lodging, or other inducements if they agreed to register to
vote, ‘and state which corporations paid for and/or offered to pay

for such inducements.

7t State whether Rajneesh Services International Limited and/or

any of the other corporations listed in question 1 above

endorsed, supported, and/or in any way assisted candidate(s) for
election in 1984 to the offices of the Presidency of the U.S.,
the U.S., Senate, or the U.S. Congress.

State in what manner such endorsement, support, or

assistance was manifested.




RAJNEESH SERVICES CORPORATION

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu *

Swami Nion * Swami Prartho Subhan * °
Swami Prem Niren ’ Swami Deva Vatula : - -

Swami Premsukh Swami Satyam Vishuddha " * * -

28, 1984

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 1846

[l

Beloved Mr. Snyder: ~

We represent Rajneesh Investment Corporation and we
are in receipt of a complaint filed in your office to which
we herewith submit a response.

Our client denies all allegations regarding
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act 2 USC 441b.
These allegations are untrue and are based on hearsay,
irrelevant and distorted statements and so-called "evidence."
The complaint contains nothing that even vaguely suggests
that this corporation was involved in violations of the
BB CUARS

We believe that based on the unfounded nature and
inadequacy of the complaint, it will be dismissed by the
Commission.

With love,

Swami Prartho Subhan

Member CA Bar - Member MD Bar ' - Member NY Bar ' ' * Member WA Bar *** - Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




JNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

D, Rajfoeshpuram, OR 97741
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Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C 20463

MEMORANDUM

g Office of the Commission 7€cretary

FROM: Office of General Counsel\_):*/
DATE: December 27, 1984

SUBJECT: MUR 1846 - First General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of -

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote Compliance
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Audit Matters

24 Hour No Objection Litigation
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive Closed MUR Letters

Information Status Sheets
Sensitive

Non-Sensitive Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
Other below)
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FEDERAL ELECTION Thezon . ‘_FE'E?W
1325 K Street, N.W.' VRN
Washington, D.C. 20463

PIRST GENERAL COUNSEL™ REsose A0 : |2

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR $1846
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC November 5, 1984
DATE OF NOTIFICATION TO
RESPONDENT November 13, 1984
STAFF MEMBER Snyder
COMPLAINANT"S NAME: Larryann Willis for Congress Committee
RESPONDENT"S NAME: Ma Anand Sheela
Rajneesh Foundation International
Rajneesh Humanity Trust
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Rajneesh Services International Limited
RELEVANT STATUTES: 2 U.S.C. §§ 441b, 44le
SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS
This matter involves an alleged violation of the statutory
prohibition against the expenditure of corporate funds to
influence a Federal election. 2 U.S.C. § 441b. Complainant
asserts that respondent corporations financed the transportation
of indigents from various U.S. cities to a settlement located in
Oregon's 2nd Congressional District. 1In addition to provisioning
these indigents, Respondents allegedly pressured them to register
to vote, promising better food and lodging for those who did so.
The corporations, furthermore, allegedly sponsored political
indoctrination classes that included advocacy of the re-election
of complainant's opponent in the then ongoing Congressional

election.




FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

The present complaint was filed with the Commission on
November 5, 1984, naming as respondents the five Rajneesh
Corporations and designating Ma Anand Sheela as President of all
five corporations. On November 13th, the Office of the General
Counsel mailed notification letters to the Respondents. On
November 17, Respondents Rajneesh Foundation International
("RFI") and Rajneesh Humanity Trust ("RHT") received their
notification, but the remaining letters were returned to this
Office on November 23rd marked "undeliverable as addressed". On
November 27th, this Office wrote to the Secretary of State of
Oregon asking for the addresses of the corporations.

On December 11, this Office received the Secretary of
State's response. We learned the correct address for Rajneesh
Neo-Sannyas International Commune ("RNSIC") and for Rajneesh
Investment Corporation ("RIC") and for Rajneesh Investment
Corporation ("RIC"). The report also revealed that the President
of RNSIC is in fact Ma Yoga Vidya and the President of RIC is
Swami Prem Jayananda. Notification letters were promptly sent to
these Respondents. The Secretary of State had no information
concerning Rajneesh Services International Limited. Further
inquiries resulted in identifying that Respondent as a British
corporation, based in London. A notification letter was sent to
their address on December 20, 1984.

Meanwhile, Swami Prartho Subhan had called this Office on
December 3rd to identify himself as the attorney representing

RFI, RHT, and Ma Anand Sheela and to seek a 10 day extension of




time in which to respond to the Complaint. Upon being advised to
submit his request in writing, Mr. Subhan wrote this Office on
December 6th simultaneously requesting the extension and
submitting a response. (See attachment). This Office on
December 13th acknowledged receipt of Mr. Subhan's response.

Due to difficulty in obtaining their correct addresses,
therefore, three Respondents have not yet had an adequate
opportunity to respond. Consequently, this Office is not yet
able to make a recommendation to the Commission concerning the
guestion whether there is reason to believe a violation has
occurred in this case. As soon as the response time has expired,
this Office will report to the Commission with appropriate

recommendations.

Charles N, Steele
General Counsel

[@@uz/%y

Date

NS 2
Kenneth A. Grossr//
Associate GeneralX Counsel




THE RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu

Swami Nion ° Swami Prartho Subhan * °
Swami Prem Niren ° Swami Deva Vatula : . .
Swami Premsukh ° Swami Satyam Vishuddha * * * -

December 6, 1984

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 1846
Beloved Mr. Snyder:

We represent Rajneesh Foundation International and
Rajneesh Humanity Trust. We are in receipt of a complaint
filed in your office against these parties.

Pursuant to my conversation with you on December 3, we
are writing to request an extension of time in which to
respond. Simultaneously, we herewith submit a response, as
follows: '

Both corporations deny all allegations regarding
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act 2 USC 4416.
These allegations are untrue and are based on hearsay,
irrelevant and distorted statements and so-called “evidence."*
The complaint contains nothing that even vaguely suggests that
either corporation was involved in violations of the F.E.C.A.

We believe that based on the unfounded nature and
inadequacy of the complaint, it will be dismissed by the
Commission.

With love,

Swami Prartho Subhan

\fember CA Bar  Member MD Bar ** Member NY Bar s Member WA Bar " "~ Member VIC (Aust) Bar

® O Box 2C. Rajneeshputam, OR 9774)

€,

31 4K9-2288




ST’E.%NT OF DESIGNATION OF QU'NSEL

MUR 1846

NAME OF COUNSEL: Swami Prartho Subhan

THE RAJNEESH LEGAL
ADDRESS: SERVICES CORPORATION

P.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741 -

(503) 489-3358

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

December 4, 1984 »chA¢4;'/2~___.

Date Signijgié
\

RESPONDENT'S NAME: MA PREM GEETA, Secretary

ADDRESS : RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL

P.0O. Box 9

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

HOME PHONE:

BUSINESS PHONE: (503) 489-3301




STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

MUR 1846 .

NAME OF COUNSEL: Swami Prartho Subhan

THE_RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES
ADDRESS : CORPORATION

P.0O. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

(503) 489-3358

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive .any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

December 4, 1984 M&K
Date Sidnature /

RESPONDENT'S NAME: MA PREM ARUP, Secretary

ADDRESS : RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST

P.O. Box 24

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

AOME PHONE:

EUSINESS PHONE: (503) 489-3370
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RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION BOJAN 2 all: ¢§

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu °

Swami Nion * Swami Prartho Subhan ° *
Swami Prem Niren * Swami Deva Vatula : . -

Swami Premsukh ° Swami Satyam Vishuddha " " *

December

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 1846
Beloved Mr. Snyder:

We represent Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International
Commune and we are in receipt of the complaint filed in your
office against this party. We herewith submit a response as
follows:

our client denies all allegations regarding violations
of the Federal Election Campaign Act, 2 USC 441b. These
allegations are untrue and are based on heresay, irrelevant and
distorted statements and so-called "evidence." The complaint
contains nothing or even vaguely suggests that this corporation
was involved in violations of the FECA.

We believe that based on the unfounded nature and
inadequacy of the complaint, it will be dismissed by the
Commission,

With love,

Swami Prartho Subhan -

su/mt/pa

Member CA Bar - Member MD Bar ' * Member NY Bar * ** Member WA Bar * ** * Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

20, Rajageshpuram, OR 97741

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission

20463

2 NVP G2

Washington, D.C.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20463

December 17, 1984

Swami Prartho Subhan, Esquire
Rajneesh Legal Services Corporation
P.0. Box 20

Rajneesheuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Mr. Subhan:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
December 6, 1984. Although your letter refers to a request for
an extension of time in which to respond, you did not ask for any
specific amount of additional time. 1Indeed, you also included in
your letter a response to the allegations in question. Hence we
will conclude that you have decided not to seek an extension, and
we acknowledge receipt of the response you have made to the
complaint.

Sincerely,

Charles N, Steele
General Counsel

Associate Generfal Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463
December 14, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Yoga Vidya, President
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas
International Commune, Inc.
Devateerth Mall
Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

Re: MUR 1846

Dear Ms, Vidya:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984, the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleged
that you have violated certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“"the Act”). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 1846.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

You were not previously notified because there was no
address for your corporation in the complaint. Under the Act,
you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in writing, that no
action should be taken against you in connection with this
matter. Your response must be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15
days, the Commission may take further action based on the
available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




Ma Yoga Vidya
Page 2 d

If you have any questions, please contact Charles W. Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202)523-4000. Por your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
.Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Enclosures

1195 Complaint
258 Procedures

3< Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

December 14, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Swami Prem Jayananda
President

Rajneesh Investment Corp.
Jesus Grove
Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

MUR 1846
Dear Mr. Jayananda:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984, the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleged
that you have violated certain sections of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 1846.
Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

You were not previously notified because there was no
address for your corporation in the complaint. Under the Act,
you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in writing, that no
action should be taken against you in connection with this
matter. Your response must be submitted within 15 days of
receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15
days, the Commission may take further action based on the
available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




Mr. Swami Pkem Jayananda
Page 2

If you have any questions, please contact Charles W. Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202)523-4000. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N, Steele
A ACe

Enclosures

1%, Complaint
2's Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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THE RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

Ma Deva Anando Ma Prem Sheelu *

Swami Nion * Swami Prartho Subhan * *
Swami Prem Niren Swami Deva Vatula : - -
Swami Premsukh Swami Satyam Vishuddha ‘' * " °

December 6, 1984

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR 1846
Beloved Mr. Snyder:

We represent Rajneesh Foundation International and
Rajneesh Humanity Trust. We are in receipt of a complaint
filed in your office against these parties.

Pursuant to my conversation with you on December 3, we
are writing to request an extension of time in which to
respond. Simultaneously, we herewith submit a response, as
follows:

Both corporations deny all allegations regarding
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act 2 USC 44le.
These allegations are untrue and are based on hearsay,
irrelevant and distorted statements and so-called "evidence."
The complaint contains nothing that even vaguely suggests that
either corporation was involved in violations of the F.E.C.A.

We believe that based on the unfounded nature and
inadequacy of the complaint, it will be dismissed by the
Commission.

With love,

Swami Prartho Subhan

Member CA Bar ' Member MD Bar ' * Member NY Bar ' * * Member WA Bar " ** Member VIC (Aust) Bar

P.O. Box 20, Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741
(503) 489-3358




STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

MUR 1846

NAME OF COUNSEL: Swami Prartho Subhan

THE RAJNEESH LEGAL
ADDRESS : SERVICES CORPORATION

P.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741 -

(503) 489-3358

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other
communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission,

December 4, 1984 CZ;{,£ i

Date Signifjie

RESPONDENT'S NAME: MA PREM GEETA, Secretary

ADDRESS : RAJNEESH FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL

P.0O. Box 9

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

HOME PHONE:

BUSINESS PHONE: (503) 489-3301




STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL

MUR 1846

NAME OF COUNSEL: Swami Prartho Subhan

THE RAJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES
ADDRESS: CORPORATION

P.0. Box 20

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

(503) 489-3358

The above-named individual is hereby designated as my
counsel and is authorized to receive any notifications and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Commission.

December 4, 1984
Date Sidnature

RESPONDENT'S NAME: MA PREM ARUP, Secretary
ADDRESS : RAJNEESH HUMANITY TRUST

P.0. Box 24

Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

HOME PHONE:

BUSINESS PHONE: (503) 489-3370




AJNEESH LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION

0. Rajneeshpuram, OR 97741

Charles Snyder

Associate General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
Washington, ™.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

v——s{ | ) gyl
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November 27, 1984 Fﬁ 3 L,"‘ Wiy,
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SECRETARY OF &1,q{UN Iy
99/014
4

Office of the Secretary of State

State of Oregon :
State Capitol ﬁw{z ,,) / n\kf\ﬁ
Salem, Oregon 97310

Attention: Corporate Records

Dear Sir:

Please advise us of the addresses of each of the following
corporations:

Rajneesh Foundation International;

Rajneesh Humanity Trust;
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune;

y<;/ Rajneesh Investment Corporation; and
»~ Rajneesh Services International Limited. No KecorDd
We would also need to know the names of the President and
Treasurer of each of these corporations.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele

enneth A. Gross
Associate Gener Counsel




RAJNEESH FOUNDATION
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"I. NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PRINCIPAL OFFICERS

ENTER NAMES AND COMPLETE ADDRESSES-—-(P ¢C BOX NOT ACCEPTAALE)
- PRESIDEYY ADDRESS

Ma Vidya Jesus Grove
aka fnn McCarthy Rajneeshpuram, OR

Jesus Grove
Ma ;
Bolin Rajneeshpuram, OR

TREASURER ADDRESS
Ma Sat Prabodhi Jesus Grove
Rajneeshpuram, OR |

GENERAL MANAGER ADDRESS

NONE

2, RESS of Principal Place.of Business
3. PITAL STOCK as of 30 Daffs Prior to "Anniversary"

ENTER NUMBER OF SHARES

PAR NO-PAR
VALUE VALUE
PREFERRED PREFERRED

NUMBER OF
suBscnieEo 0 0 0 0
NOT PAID-UP
e 0 0 ;
PAID.UP
4. To Be Completed by Cooperative Having
Membership Certificates

NUMBER OF MEVBERSHIP AUTHORIZED TOTAL REVENUE RECEIVED
CERTIFICATES ISSUED MEMBERSHIP ¢ EE FROM MEMBERSHIP FEES

' NONE $1.00 NONE

5. A brief statement of the character of business in which the

corporation is actually engaged in this state.
agriculture, restaurants, hotels, misc. ser.
. 6. AUTHENTICAT|ON—Must be slgnedA_x an officer

SIGNAT E OF OF"ICER
aO.o .
TlT DATE
| \afao Pk




=

RAJNEESH INVESTNENT 157242 \\\\
CORPORATION

] $220.00
$15,000 C1. A Com. $3 '
$15,000,000 C1. B Fret. $1,000

11-24-193] perpetual 157242

DECEMBER 1

SWAMI PREM NIREN

SOCRATES BLDG.

HASSID DR.

RAJNEESHPURAM, OREGHY 07741




’_, I. NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PRINCIPAL OFFE!CERS

ENTER NAMES AND COMPLETE ADDRESSES—(P.O. BOX NOT ACCEPTABLE) &

PRSSIDENT ADDRESS ‘
f Jesus Grove

Swami Prem Jayananda Rajnee'shpuramé 9{1}1

SEZCRETARY ADDRESS

Sosan Grove
Rajneeshpuram679R
2. CAPITAL STOCK as of 30 Days Prior fo "Anniversary”

ENTER NUMBER OF SHARES

Ma Prem Geeta

PAR NO.PAR PAR NO.PAR
VALUE VALUE VALUE VALUE
COMMON COMMON PREFERRED PREFERRED

NUMBER OF

SHARES S, 000 ‘ l

ISSUED

3. A brief statement of the character of business in which the
corporation is actually engaged in this state.

Real estate investment and leasing;
equipment leasing

4. AUTHENTICAJION—Must be signed by an officer

sg;ﬂm: oF orﬁ:—:\: %
TITLE 2’:
President C/})

. e con-o}mnou DIVISION USE ONLY
DATE RECEIVED DATE FILED

N ’

814—200 B(A 5-82




= rtment of Commerce
"CORPORATION DIVISION

“TOMMERCE BUILDING
SALEM. OREGON 07310-0210

——

fFaderal Election Commission
Washinaton,
n.c. 2nks3
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C. 20463

November 27, 1984

Office of the Secretary of State
State of Oregon .

State Capitol

Salem, Oregon 97310

Attention: Corporate Records

Dear Sir:

Please advise us of the addresses of each of the following
corporations:

Rajneesh Foundation International;
Rajneesh Humanity Trust;

Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune;
Rajneesh Investment Corporation; and
Rajneesh Services International Limited.

We would also need to know the names of the President and
Treasurer of each of these corporations.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

Associate Genergzl Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 13, 1984

Larryann Willis
Larryann Willis for
Congress Committee
Route 2, Box 2574
Vale, Oregon 97918

Dear Ms. Willis:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
which we received on November 5, 1984, against Rajneesh
Foundation International, Rajneesh Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-
Sannyas International Commune, Rajneesh Investment Corporation,
and Rajneesh Services International Limited, which alleges
violations of the Federal Election Campaign laws. A staff member
has been assigned to analyze your allegations. The respondent
will be notified of this complaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Commission takes final
action on your complaint. Should you have or receive any
additional information in this matter, please forward it to this
office. We suggest that this information be sworn to in the same
manner as your original complaint. For your information, we have
attached a brief description of the Commission's procedure for
handling complaints. If you have any questions, please contact
Barbara A. Johnson at (202) 523-4143.

Sincerely,

Associate Gener Counsel

Enclosure




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 13, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Anand Sheela

President

Rajneesh Services
International Limited

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846

Dear Ms. Sheela:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984 the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges
that your corporation may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A
copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter
MUR 1846. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4000.
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

For your

Sincerely,

Bz.

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C 20463

November 13, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Anand Sheela

President

Rajneesh Investment
Corporation

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Sheela:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984 the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges
that your corporation may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A
copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter
MUR 1846. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4000.

For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

N

/ff iyl ////}
By: ‘'Kenneth A. Gro
" Associate General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C 20463

November 13, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Anand Sheela

President

Rajneesh Neo-
Sannyas International
Commune

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846

Dear Ms. Sheela:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984 the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges
that your corporation may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A
copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter

MUR 1846. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4000. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procesdure for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

ST g
S N S e
Lt %@?/TQVM
LUt :
By¢ Kenneth A, oss
Associate ?éneral Counsel

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 13, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Anand Sheela

President

Rajneesh Humanity Trust
Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Sheela:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984 the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges
that your corporation may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A
copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter
MUR 1846. Please refer to this number in all future :
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4)(B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4000.
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

For your

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele_

G/oﬁal Counag\l =
/ .

”} ( 00 /tj
y: Kenneth A.

Associate General Counsel

Enclosures
1. Complaint
2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 13, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ma Anand Sheela

President

Rajneesh Foundation
International

Rajneeshpuram, Oregon 97741

Re: MUR 1846
Dear Ms. Sheela:

This letter is to notify you that on November 5, 1984 the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges
that your corporation may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A
copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter
MUR 1846. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




I1f you have any questions, please contact Charles Snyder,
the attorney assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4000. For your
information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele

Ggneral Counsel”,
y i A
S

: i)
By: Kenneth A,/Gross
Associate¢ General Counsel

Enclosures

1. Complaint

2. Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement




Larryann Willis For Congress Committee, Rt. 2, Box 2574, Vale, OR 87918
Phone (503) 473-2133

FEDERAL ELECTION ComutsstoN [ (A R
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Larryann Willis for Congress Cohmittee =
Rt 2, Box 2574 .
Vale, Ore 97918 Compaintan't_?_;:

(503) 473-2133 !
. rJ1C

vs
Ma Anand Sheela, President

Ra jneesh Foundation International
Ra jneesh Humanity Trust
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune
Rajneesh Investment Corporation
Rajneesh Services International Limited
Ra jneeshpuram, Oregon 97741
(503) 489-3358

Respondent<?

N’ o I\

COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION OF THE FEDERAL CAMPAIGN ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED

JURISDICTION

This complaint is filed pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act,
as amended, ("the act") 2 U.S.C. s 441b Contributions or expenditures by
national banks, corporations, or labor organizations.

(a) It is unlawful for any national bank, or any corporation organized
by authority of any law of Congress, to make a contribution or expenditure in
connection with any election to any political office, or in connection with any
primary election or political convention or caucus held to select candidates for
any political office, or for any corporation whatever, or any labor organization,
to make a contribution or expenditure in connection with any election at which
presidential and vice presidential electors or a Senator or Representative in,
or a Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, Congress are to be voted for, or in
connection with any primary election or political convention or caucus held to
select candidates for any of the foregoing offices, or for any candidate,
political committee, or other person knowingly to accept or receive any contribution
prohibited by this section, or any officer or any director of any corporation
or any national bank or any officer of any labor organization to consent to any
contribution or expenditure by the corporation, national bank, or labor organization,
as the case may be, prohibited by this section.

Complaintant, Larryann Willis for Congress Committee, is filing this
complaint as the representative of Federal Candidate Larryann C Willis.

o~
\
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This Complaint charges that Rajneesh Foundation International, Rajneesh
Humanity Trust, Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune, Rajneesh Investment
Corporation, and Rajneesh Services International Limited, hereinafter referred
to as Rajneesh Corporations, illegally expended corporate funds for the purpose
of influencing the outcome of a federal election.

This Complaint alleges that the Rajneesh Corporations illegally
expended funds, in part, for the purpose of influencing the outcome of
the Willis/Smith race for United States Congress in Oregon's Second District
by paying for the recruitment, transportation, political indoctrination,
food, housing, and other support and sponsorship of individuals with the intenty
in part, of having said individuals cast their November 6, 1984 ballots
in favor of Congressman Bob Smith.

More specifically, between June 1984 and the date of this Complaint,
the Rajneesh Corporations have expended funds to relocate from major American
cities to Rajneeshpuram more than 1500 impoverished individuals, hereinafter
referred to as "new potential voters", at an estimated cost in excess of

$250,000.00.
This Complaint alleges that the Rajneesh Corporations have:

1. Expended corporate funds to advertize in various media for homeless
people over the age of 18 years of age, who are U.S. citizens without
felony convictions (all Oregon voting requirements) to live rent-free

for 3 months at Rajneeshpuram or Rajneesh in Oregon's Second Congressional
District.

2. Expended corporate funds for the transportation and living expenses
of Rajneesh Corporations representatives who traveled to numerous major
urban areas throughout the United States and recruited new potiential
voters, in part, for the purpose of influencing a federal election.

3. Expended corporate funds to rent, .furnish and supply recruiting offices
used for the purposes of locating and recruiting new potiential voters,
in New York, N.Y.; Chicago, Ill; Los Angesles, CA; San Diego, CA; Phoenix, AZ;

Austin, TX ; Albuquerque, N.M.; and numerous other major American cities.

4. Expended corporate funds to transport new potiential voters from
their respective cities to Rajneeshpuram or Rajneesh and to feed and
shelter said new potential voters while in transit.

5. Expended corporate funds to provide incentives and disincentives to
new potential voters by rewarding those who registered to vote and
attended political indoctrination classes with better clothing, improved
housing and other creature comforts while leaving those who refused to
registered to vote or attend political indoctriration classes in unplumbed,
unheated A-frames and without adequate clothing.

6. Expended corporate funds to conduct political indoctrination classes

in which Rajneesh Corporation representatives identified to the new potential
voters "enemies" of the Rajneesh and advocated their defeat at the polls.,
Larryann Willis, a candidate for U.S. Congress, a federal office, was

named an enemy of the Rajneesh in these indoctrination classes. This
constitutes an attempt to influence a federal election.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

The citizens of this country and the candidates for federal
office who serve them have no protection against corporations who
abuse and corrupt the electoral process to gain their own ends
except through the Federal Election Commission.

The Complaintant therefore respectfully requests that the Federal
Election Commission investigate this matter, as it is obligated to do,
‘and impose the maximum fines and penalties, as provided by the act,
to protect the democratic processes of our society from the use
of such underhanded tactics.

Respectfully submitted Sincerely,

P

Conmplaint Larryann Willis
For the nn Willis for Congress
Comnittee

Dot /3 1587

Date

On the 1st day of November, 1984
I duly swear that the information
contained in this complaint is
true to the best of my knowledge.
This has been sworn before a

Jurat (notary)

/:;<j241 sgr-'/"22222;525/

Larryann Willis
Fbr the Villis fox Congress
Committee

(o Qﬁ«kf'”‘/ T S [F5S

Jap Jacksoén
ayﬂcomm:l.ssion expires: 5-17-88 o




RAJNEESH CORPORATE STRUCTURE

Information provided by Oregon Magazine, P.0. Box 40028, Portland,
Oregon 97240.




Rajneesh Watch--November 1984
BHAGWAN'S BOTTOM LINE
PART 1: THE CORPORATE OCTOPUS
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, who has often extolled the
virtues of capitalism, is clearly a man who practices what
preaches.
Although his na;e does not appear on any known document
of ownership of a single enterprise or piece of property

anywhere in the world, Rajneesh, through top assistants like

Sheela Silverman and her husband John Shelfer (whose names
DEVELIZ=D )

do appear on such documents), has d"a complex and

lucrative international financial empire that belies his
sty

£ 6BLivViovs To
claim to be a‘spiritual leader :EEBEEZE;ZE:;i;h wordly affairs.

The heart of Rajneesh's financial empire is the Rajneesh
Foundation International (RFI), an Oregon non-profit
corporation that, according to its charter, is "o;ganized
exclusively for charitable purposes and particularly for the

spreading of the religious teachings and messages of Bhagwan
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1 .
Shree Rajneesh. RFI is the successor to the Rajneesh

Foundation in Poona, India, the city where Rajneesh's

community was located until he fled that country in June,

WiTH jon =0C HEeEs

1981 en heedw &f.Indian tax authorities/
The Rajneesh Foundation in India (whose tax-exempt
; ; ) . COOOR
status as a charitable institution had j}a&t been revoked)

was effectively disbanded when seven of its eleven officers

S .
N |
resigned their positionslas they and Rajneesh were leaving

for the United States. At the time of their departure, in
the words of the highly respected Indian magazine India
Today (June 15, 1981), the Rajneesh Foundation of India was
"up to its neck in income tax arrears, defalcations with
A .
the charitiels commissioner, a major insurance fraud, and
g

a string of cases for.criminal offenses which were still

being investigated when they left."




It is the reconstituted foundation in Oregon, i.e.
RFI, that receives the monies from most of the Rajneesh
organization's known sources of income in the United States--
sales of Rajneesh books, audio and video tapes, films and
paraphenalia, various "therapy" and "meditation" courses
offerred at Rajneeshpuram and other Rajneesh centers: profits

from the annual world festival given every summer at the

ranch in Oregon, and "donations" from wealthyg;and non-wealthfg/

followers. Although informed observers seriously doubt that
these stated sources of income can, by themselves, fully

L TLESS priZ (S,
account for the apparent vastness of Rajneesh financial
resources, they can indeed be quite remunerative: it has
been estimated that the Third Annual World Festival at

Rajneeshpuram last summer netted upwards of ten million

dollars for the city and its various business enterprises.




Most residents of Rajneeshpuram are members of the
Rajneesh Neo-Sannyas International Commune (RNSIC), an
Oregon "Cooperative Corporation" (Coop) whose stated purpose
is "to be a religious community whose life is, in every
respect, guided by the religious teachings of Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh and whose members live a communal life with
a common treasury." It is éhe commune that provides the

work-force (or slave-labor force) to run the ranch, build

~ &R 1
N

and maintain the city and operate o2 variousYbusinesses.
Members of the commune not only work 12 hours a day, seven
days a week for nc wages, but actually have to pay a

substantial fee for the privilege of being in Bhagwan's

Buddhafield and performing this act of "worship."

The fee for residing and working at Rajneeshpuram is

said to range between $500 and $1500 a month, and is apparently




in addition to an initial entrance fee that itself reportedly

can range between $5000 and $150,000, depending on a person's

financial resources and work skills. Any money a commune

N D
member has left over aftertthese fees will undoubtedly be

spent in the various high-priced boutiques, shops and
restaurants in downtown Rajneeshpuram. (Adrian Greek, director
of Portland's Positive Actfon Center, an organization that
monitors the activities of "destructive cults," has called
Rajneeshpuram "an aggressive capitalist-feudal system in
which you owe-your soul to the company stbre").

Because it is a cooperative, the commune is tax-exempt;
i:ger Oregon and Federal tax laws, members of a coop are
taxed on benefits they receive from their membership, but

no income tax is levied on the organization itself. The

RNSIC, in any case, is said to operate at a loss; even if




.

it made a profit, tax experts say, the income it paid out
PPPIRToe /D T,
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would be é&pread-ewer so many members that actual taxes would

be quite low relative to those that would have to be paid
by a single profit-making entity.

The "profit-making" arm of the Rajneesh corporate
empire is the Rajneesh Investment Corporation (RIC), a
wholly-owned subsidiary of RFI. The investment corporation

holds title to Rancho Rajneesh and the entire city of

Rajneeshpuram, as well as to Rajneesh properties in Antelope

and Portland, and in turn "leases" these properties to the

commune. These same properties are fully mortgaged to Rajneesh

pr-s
Services Internati;A'Limited (RSI) in London, England, a

registered English corporation whose principal function
SeEME
_4}’

Acsears to be to transfer money from one component of the

Rajneesh international financial empire to another {(including,




reportedly, secret bank accounts in Geneva, Switzerland).
The RIC also has various specialized holdings in an assort-
mgnt of subsidiary "trusts," such as the "Modern Car Trust,"
which manages Bhagwan's fleet of 40-plus "graced" Rolls Royces.
Attorneys and accountants who have pondered the
Rajneesh corporate octopus believe that the investment
v C___:, cEer 2

corporation, RIC, serves severzl functions. First, they say,

because it is a private corporation, RIC's records are not
open to the public, as are those of its parent corporation,

RFI, which is a public foundation. Thus, the investment

corporation enables the Rajneeshees to keep details of

|
certain financial transactions confidential, partic&érly

&Cf&r"'r

some reportedly large transfers of worney from RSI in London.

Second, by mortgaging all of its real property holdings

to a corporation in England, RIC has made these assets
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imnune-~from c&n&%-and.adminis&&a&évevcourt judgments in

America. The sealing off of other special assets such as
the Rolls Royces in RIC-controlled trusts insulates those
assets from such court judgments as well, legal experts say.
One Portland attorney has said that the Rajneeshees have
built "a neafly impregnable wall of protection for their
assets."

These experts say that the function of the Rajneeéh

Foundation International, the center or head of this financial
3 C pMPLG 7‘—‘-}’

octopus, .should-be ety obv1ous,-euea—to—meee—éu;;;;;}e

~ :
by virtuge of its being a non-profit "church," RFI does not
-

e e ——— .
have to pay any taxes whatsoever on its eleardy considerable

income.
Win McCormack

=R

NEXT MONTH: THE EXPLOITATION OF MAN BY 'GOD'




Rajneesh Watch--December 1984

BHAGWAN'S BOTTOM LINE
PART 2: THE EXPLOITATION OF MAN BY 'GOD'

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, who claims to live in a spiritual

C REALM

-

atnosphere.so rarified that the base, mundane concerns of

the material world never intrucde on his consciousness, aeats

kc_{u Pl—s—}
S stands at the apex of an intricate and highly lucratlve

BuikT PRmpaiby 0m CHEAP OR FRES LaRHR
aAne A ViRt G- TAYES, [

world-wide financial emplrﬁ,tha /x\gla make sqme @& the most

S

rapacious business executlvetun America Bfush with envy.

J S"L'
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/
Sﬁﬁe corporate empire e radiates out

from the Oregon-based Rajneesh Foundation International (RFI),

a non-profit, tax-exempt Oregon corporation. RFI takes in
O ~: . ; }{

the income from Rajneesh's American operatOns, such as the
Rajneesh book-publishing company--but, by virtue of its
being a tax-exempt "church," pays no taxes on that income.
(In 1983, the head of the Rajneesh book-publishing division

estimated that income from sales of Rajneesh books, audio

and video tapes and p@sters and cards was running around a
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million and a half dollars a yeaa.

In a publicly circulated letter, a group of dissident
ex-sannyasins called the "Wild Geese" has alleged that,

"The RFI 'conglomerate' is more of a business organization
than a religious organization. 'God incorporated'{" In the
HAVE

i \/’“‘ e
same letter,. the Wild Geeselalso accused . . RFI of
ScHERIMG T o
avoidisi taxes for the Rajﬁeesh financial empire as a whole
"through secret investment schemes, juggling and falsifying
records, and Swiss bank accounts."

Rajneesh properties in Oregon are held by the for-
profit Rajneesh Investment Corporation (RIC), a wholly-
owned subsidiary of RFI. RIC holds title to Rancho Rajneesh,
all of the city of Rajneeshpuram, Rajneesh properties in

Antelope and Portland, and, through various subidiary

"trusts," miscellaneous goods such as Bhagwan's "graced"




Rolls Royces. Its real estate holdings are fully mortgaged

to Rajneesh Services International (RSI) in London, Englandg&s~—e-—

( G oy f
.( from which it ai&po receives periodic infusions of cash.
-

Although it would be liable for income taxes if it ever
showed a profit, the investment corporation reportedly
never shown one.
i It

The RIC leases its properties tolthe Rajneesh Neo-
Sannyas International Commune (RNSIC), an Oregon cooperative
corporation (i.e. coop). The "commune," in effect, is the
work-force that operates the raﬁch and other Rajneesh businesses
in Oregon. As a coop, under the law, it does not have to

pay any taxes, although its members (i.e. the residents of

Rajneeshpuram) would have to pay an individually pro-rated

L S=al TS

share of taxes iZ the coop ;éde é-profit. The coop, however,
Silsw

does not W& a profit.
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Thus, this interlocking set of Rajneesh corporations,
. Flew,

through which many millions of dollarg“ﬁgéérdnnually (the
Rajneeshees themselves claim to have spent over $100
million in Oregon since coming here in 1981) are paying
virtpally no taxes in Oregon or the United States. The
investment company, RIC, does pay property taxes on its
holdings in Rajneeshpuram, Antelope and Portland--but in
Rajneeshpuram and Antelope; because those taxes go mostly
to remunerating various Rajneesh organizations for providing
"city services," the Rajneéshees are essentially paying taxes
to themselves.

RSI in London, according to Rajneesh literature, was
"born out of the need to provide and coordinate services on
an international basis for the rapidly growing number of

Rajneesh Neo-sannvasin organizations: communes, business

entities and invididual enterprises world-wide." And indeed
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there does appear to be -mpehr to coordinate. For instance, the

August, 1982 edition of The Australian reported Rajneesh

SE V-~

——— o

enterprises in Australia to include W Zorba the Buddha

"

Lo i L " y . .
restaurants, ess—tp-Gydrrey—ano—wmr—Imr—Perth, a national

building company called Oregon Builders and Renovations,

$800,000 worth of donated real estate; a rapidly expanding

: =84
hotel chain, and numerous other smal%rbusinesses. The magazine

/

. . = 1 :
identified as the primary reason for the Rajneeshee®s rapid
Se
expansion in that country the fact that they were willing to
work woeiHo 16 hours a day, six days a week for their s
In Germany, Rajneeshees operate a chain of discos in
Cologne, Frankfurt, Hanover, Freiburg and Wiesbaden, as well
as vegetarian restaurants, boutiques and home renovation
ey

companies. Accordint to a June 15, 1984 Associated Press

report, German authorities are concerned that Rajneeshees
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in their country are being’éiéloited by being, made to work
RATrErl

long hours in the*discos for "only pocket change." (AP
estimated the annual turnover of the Rajneesh discos in
Germany to be at least $1.1 million).

In fact, the willingness of Bhagwan's followers to
donate extraordinary amounts of free labor (called "worshipping”
in current Rajneesh parlanée), as well as extraordinary
amounts of no-strings-attached money, to him and his organizations,
seems to be the very founddtion of Rajneesh's still-burgeon-

RISWESS

ing world-wide Fimencial empire. Adrian Greek, director of
the Positive Action Center in Portland, has referred to

> s

v ; tf G*’“"' : :

Rajneeshism as a "Slave system with an aristocracy at the
top that receives most of the benefits."

At Rajneeshpuram, according to Greek's findings, followers

Fo o w#H =8

work as much as 12 hours a day, seven days a week: they are




also required to pay a substantial amount of money to the

Rajneesh organization in order to gain admittance to

-

Rajneeshpuram,and, in addition, a substantial montly fee

/

in order to remain there. (The entrance fee, according to

Greek, can range from $5000 and up, and the monthly fee

starts at about $500).
L"‘J af-;f

In India, when followers ran ewt=®f money to finance
Solici7(?
their stay at Bhagwan's ashram in Poona, they were encenr=getd

e
by @eme members of the Rajﬁeesh'hierarchy to engage in

prostitution and drug-smuggling (see Oregon Magazine, Sept.,

1984 issue). There have been reportsb/substantiated by research

by Oregon Magazine\/of involvement by Rajneesh followers in

strip-tease and prostitution in San Francisco. And, in a¥
[ﬁru*;.;n¢’?‘

sucgestive incident in the summer of 1983, three Rajneﬁsh

followers were arrested in Bombay, India, and charged with
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conspiracy to smuggle huge amounts of illegally obtained

foreign exchange out of India to Rajneeshpuram in Oregon.

In the April 5-11, 1981 edition of the Illustrated

Weekly of India--two months before Rajneesh fled that
country for the United States--the author of an article

. el
about Rajneesh called "The Saffron Superstar" asked ke

e ST i
followingquestion: "So what is he--a con-man or a saint?

ukﬁb"" - i
Most likely," he w&mt—erns answering his own question, "he

is neither. More likely he 'is a crafty businessman who

recognizes a good thing when he sees it--the good thing being

Gulihab rate o
Win McCormack




RAJNEESH SUPPORT

of

CONGRESSMAN BOB SMITH




C @CTION RESULTSL @ vt

ELECTION:

NOVEMBER 2, 1982
GENERAL ELECTION
WASCO COUNTY, OREGON

REPORT TYPE.

(m} CUPAULATIVE x—_ PRECINCT

PRECINCT 0019

VvOTING
POITION

vOTIISG
POSITION

vOTES BALLOTS|npacen TAGE
CAST

T0 8¢

© EILECTED |

RRECINCT NUMBER

BALLOTS CAST/PERCENTAGE

REGISTRATION

‘Ballots Cast In Rajneeshpuram

callots Cast Out Rajneeshpuram

REP IN CONGRESS. SECOND DISTRICT

Robert F (RBob) Smith-Rep 1

Larryann Willis-Dem 2

Undervotes

Overvotes

GOVERNOR

Ted Kulongoski-Dem

Vic Ativeh-Rep

Paul J Cleveland-Lib

Undervotes

Overvotes

COMMISSIONER, BUREAU LABOR & IND

Mike Wooton-Rep

Purgess Laughlin-Lib

Mary Roberts-Dem

Undervotes

Overvotes

TATE REP, 56TH DISTRICT

Wayne H Fawbush-Cem

Rita Swyers-Rep

Undervotes

Overvotes




ELECTION:
WASCO COUNTY

NOVEMBER 2, 1982
GENERAL ELECTION

REPORT TYPE & cwuu‘ C PRECINGT

CUMULATIVE

voTING
POSITION

VOTING vOTES BALLOTS PERCENTAGE
CAST

T0 8¢
CLECTED

PRECINCTS COUNTED

Ballots Cast/Percentage

| Registration

REP IN CONGRESS., 2ND DISTRICT

Robert F(Bob) Smith-Rep

Larryann Willis-Dem

Undervotes

Overvotes

GOVERNOR

Vic Atiyeh-Rep

Paul J Cleveland-Lib

Ted Kulongoski-Dem

Undervates

Overvotes

C¢OMM BUREAU OF LABOR & INDUSTRIES

Burgess Laughlin-Lib 7

Marv Roberts-Dem 8

Mike Wooton-Rep 9

Undervotes

Overvotes

REP S56TH DISTRICT

Wayne H Fawbush-Dem

Rita Swyers-Rep

Undervotes

Overvotes

WASCO COUNTY ASSESSOR

Clair L Balzer-Repo 14

Elmen,S(Stevel,Msz—Ind__li___

Undervotes

Overvotes

WASCO COUNTY CLERK

Sue A. Proffitt-Dem

Undervotes

Overvotes

WASCO COUNTY JUDGE

James Comini-Dem 18

William L{B1ll) Hulse-Repl9

Undervotes

Overvotes

COUNTY COMMISSIOINER
-Rep

WASCO

Ryck 0 =

POSITION TAS
r

21

o828 71
13765

§375{ @e

4423 45
634 6
16

\\564q )

5 V239 2
6 V3744 38
175 1
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Madras, Oregon

Rajpeesh- Times
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Thank you

June 17, 1983

F”Pn“—m-—‘w.! . - .s

e B T

_1Bob Smith ﬁ

=L T

A round of applause is dueto Bob Sm1th ? some of us nght-handed Cathohcs are gomg

U S..Representative for Oregon's Second
District, who stood u strongly agarnst anti-
Ra]neesh itators last Frida
uestxon-an answer sessxon at The
ity Hall.. .- 2%
*Smith was fed a stream of rurnors, hes
and allegations about the Rajneeshees by a
"so- ca]lecf journalist who has been at the

forefront of the ant1 Ra]neesh campmgn m .

- Qregon

what Smith and the Federal Government
proposed to .do .about - Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh and the Rajneesh commune.

Smith began_his reply by pointing out

that when the: ancestors of present-day
~Oregomans came to the 'USA they were -

‘_vdressed in funny garb and speaking with
- strange accents or foreign languages. He

.drew a parallel between these pxoneers and

the arrival of Bhagwan." " :
* * Then"he reminded the agxtators that the

USA is a nation of laws, and that Bha

and the Rajneeshees would have to abi by

the same laws as everyone else. The same
. laws which protect other Oregonians a.lso
protect the newcomers, he added. - -

‘‘My job is really not to Judge," Srmth'

. told the critics, *“My job is to make sure that
the laws are carried out. And if they’re not,
or if they need to be changed, then we ought
to determme under democracy how to
change them.”

' But Smith warned his audience that an

“.change in the laws would apply just as muc

- to other religious groups as to the

. Rajneeshees. "‘If we want to change the law

. to get rid of the Rajneeskh, I suggest to you
that a lot of us left handed Lutherans and

a‘._
lles - , : s
Imrmgratxon an aturalxzatlon Semce is’

a

el across the country vote in
"¢ ““I encourage

to go down the road with it, because we can’t .

" adjust the democracy of this country to

protect one segment,”’ Smith explamed ¢
:The Congressman ‘said +~the = U. S ‘

Iready mvestlgatxng .the ’ question: .of;

"Bhagwan’s health — one of the issues raised
. by the anti- -Rajneesh lobby — and that two

hearings had " already . been.: ‘held . on]

g I Bhagwan s application for residency. 24: ;.-j-;'-ﬁ
The Journahst then demanded to know * Taoia

# ‘‘Unfortunately or fortunately, depend-

‘_mg on which side of the issue you want to,
take, we have a system of appeals, even in’
.immigration, so that you don’t have an
- instant kmd of decrsxon makmg,

Srmth
*said.” ; Rt

~k The ob)ectors then ralsed the issue of the
-unanimous votes which the Rajneeshees;

VR ;

“return at elections. Smith replxed that many:

ethnic ‘and religious grougs in Oregon and
locks. 7. .,.,;‘:4
ou\to’ ]ook at “the’
alternatwes to what has occurred in.
Antelope,”” he 'said, answering another,
point. *‘If Kou can go beyond the point of
‘enforcing the law )ustxfxably I d hke to hear
t £ 1) » _;..
- Smith pomted out that one of the facts of
life about living in a democracy is that ‘we:
can’t make other people do what we want,
and that the laws of the land are decxded by
the ma]orlg
An audience member summed up the
session by stating to Smith: ‘Thank you for:
our level headed comments on . the
ajneesh issue. I'd like to think that the’
United States is a big enough country to.
handle the RaJneeshees without having to
throw them out.’

i
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Smith stance no shock :

: - Congressman ' Bob .Smith's
_ spiritad defense of the rights of
Rajneeshees was no surprise to
his former colleagues In the State
legislature. Smith’s - remarks
came at a recent Town Hali
meeting attended ahout 50
persons In The Dalles. “There
- aren’t many legislators who know
as much about the rights of
minorities as Bob Smith. He's
been in the minority himselt In
geogrophic, philosophical and
partisan senses for many yecrs,”
says one Senate member. “He's
had to scrap hard to protect his
rights as a political minority —.
and he has defended the rights of
other political minorities In the
process.” -Smith ' represcinted
Southeastern Oregon for 22 yecrs
in the legislcture prior to his
;I:'cﬂon to Congress last Novem-
. L /
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AMERICA !
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FRtvemrs aam Shave T a government |
| feature of The Rajneesh Times in e A N it s
+ which we feature the thoughts of says that all are created equal, that

. -some of our elected officials about .
' i - i each of us should be able to™fly as
:'3%2:: sm:g::dgis‘;ke@—'w- and . 'hxgh and and far as our ability and

"~ Our first Vision i . - i "and that each of :
.~ Our first Vision is from our own . dnive will take us, an o3
-Congressman, Bob Smith, R-Burns. ‘ us counts, and is accountable, :

; Mayor Krishna Deva met Congress- i : beholden only to our Creator for our

[ia2 ,'.Yisiox‘xs' for América isa peﬁodic %
| ;

8 : . A R 4 PRI |
‘man Smith on a recent visit to the . sovereignrights. - ;
“nation’s “Capitol '— and  was : P t.h
impressed by the newest member of i VS

...The people of t.he nation and
world, concerneddut;ve are :;’g y
) 2 e free
Oregoq s delegation. e ::"n“; li):gi'&f’g:c 'ty‘n o hdn *Yare

~ Smith  made the _following " looking to us for leadership. How
- comments to a Lincoln Day dinner we respond will fill a page- in

1in Hood River a year ago: history. It can describe the rise and

++ ' *..We can have a government | .fall of America — or it can.be &

i .with-a_renewed respect.for the ' “recital of our finest hour.” . i =7

.. tollective genius and common sense | ek P A e ey S e

i--of the people. {We can” have a‘° it

' ' government which respects the idea
that decisions affecting your back-

... yard .should be made--in" your?
;‘7 a ard.-,--l:-_-\.-'l'k_--u\"@_:}'.’.—‘.u"'_ — ;":""“"‘-‘é
" “We can have a government

which reaffirms our unique Ameri-

.. can faith in the ability of people to

. govern themselves. We can have a
government with -a reawakened
awareness of the importance and
worth of each individual, and
- particularly the individual who

. expects and wants only one thing
from government: Freedom. g

- “We can have a government
which understands the deep longing
Americans have to return to the

~ spirit of independence and individu-

. ality: which seems to have been
misplaced in the bureaucratic
backwaters of Washington — but
which is alive and well here at
home, '
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Bob Smith .

Bob Smith is drawing rave
reviews for his first six months
in Congress. The former two-
term Oregbn House Speaker is

everyone's rookie-of-the-year
— and Washington kingmakers
are already talking about his
U.S. Senate potential. ‘
. No one who's followed
Smith's political career is
surprised at his instant success
an?acceptance in Washington.
.His 22-year State Legislative
icareer, always in elected
:leadership roles, prepared him
iwell to take Washington by
.storm.

. Hisreputation'in Salem has
-always been that he is liked and
‘respected even by his fiercest
of enemies — usually urban
.liberal Democrats.

. And Smith is rapidly
«becoming liked and respected

1-800)-5.08- Ly

Second District

ROBERT F. *‘BOB" SMITH

Caunties. Mind River, Wosen, Shermen. Gillwom,
Murrau, Umonilia. U'aiem. Walloua. Jeffersun,
Wherler, tirant. Baker. Deachutes. Cruvh,
Klomath. lak:. Harne. Malheur. ond portions of

Jusepliine and Jockmm

BORBR SMITH. Republican. barn in Purtland.
Orexon. June 16. 19:141. Willamette University,
B.A.. Huniness Adminmiration and Feunumics,
1951, Named 10 Natimnal YMCA All-American
baskethall team. Businesaman and cattle rancher
in Harnenv Cinunty. Elected State Representative
196t} reelected 1962, 1964. 1966. 1968. 1970;
Huuse Majority Lesder and Spesker pro tem
1965. 196%; Speaker of the House 1969, 1971,
Flecied Si1ate Senator 1972 reelected 1976: Sen-
ate Minority Leader 1978. Elected delegate to
Republican Natinnal Convention 1972, 1976;
served as delewsiion whip. He and his wife. Kaye,
hsve three children: members of Proneer Pres-

‘ byvierisn Church. Burns. Elected 10 96th Congress

1982. Member Public Works and Trs t0n
Commitiee: subcommitiees on \h'nu:m'm
and Transpunation. Chairman Research Task
Fotce on Agriculture and Timber. Salary
$69.8x11%). Term: 2 vears.

WASHINGTON, D.C. ADDRESS: 118 Can. -
non Otie Bldg.. Washinnnon, D.C. 20518: (202)
225.6T400

DISTRICT OFFICE: 1150 Craier Lake Ave..
Sunte K. Medfurd 97501: 776-4646 or wil-free

by friend and foe alike, in
Washington ... where minority
Party freshmen aren’t usually
noticed. !

This is all bad news for

a n_Willis, the Democrat
National - Committeewoman
who was crusbed by Smith in
November, and who insists she
will try again next year.

What Larryann’s best dem-
ocrat friends won't tell her is
that they like her very much —
but they won't dump & bunch of
bucks into a race they know
they can’t win against a guy
who isn't all that bad. .

Both Parties fi this
seat is Bob Smith’s domain as
long as he wants it. And no one,

erhaps except L ann Wil-
is, is betting otherwise at this
point.
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ANSTANT REPLAY: *+: -
| o Tr e T
i  Voters in two of Oregon's
iCongressional Districts will be
‘faced with o slow-motion instant
.replay of the races they yowned
labout in 1982. Former Georgia-
Pacific exec Bill Moshofsky will
square off again with 1st District
Rep. Les AuCoin. Moshofsky gave
AuCoin the closest call of his five-
term Congressionol career — and
,at least one political consultant .
‘ says Moshofsky will win this time
! it President Reagan runs strongly .
- in Oregon. To date, Reagan Iis
rating well in Oregon polls.... In ;
e vd. DEHICY which includes
|od§::rn, 8enﬂ_-u ,gn|d m|ufclh b_ef#
- southern cn, political fly-by-"
'\Eighr ﬁﬁygimﬂ@h« Ji i
usting @ gut trying to get some
1public attention in ?'oor hoped-for .
irepeat bout against Rep. Bob
Smith, who left her in the dust in .
i their -first ~ go-round. i ..tWillis7? .
latest heat-seeking missile wasn't :
aimed at Smith. it was aimed at °
Publisher G Cushman and
Editor Bob ondler of . The ,
Bulletin, Bend. Willis paid $600
for a tull-poge ad in The Bulletin
to lombaste the newspaper for -
being unfair to her. Willis.is bent -
" out of shape — a not inconsidera-
:ble feat given her shape — :
‘because The Bulletin conducted '
on investigation and found that :
.she “misrepresents the facts at
the least” in her denial of her
:solicitation of Rajneeshees for
:money and votes...; FWillisTwe .
assume, will also sponsor a tull-
page ad in The Hermiston Herald
— because they also raked her: .
over the coals.... Observers in .
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| Salem, " some of them .WI'IIIg\

- acquaintances, say her . anti-
Rojneesh fund-ruising appeal .ia
The Bend advertisement Is 'q
desperate last-ditch attempt to
save a floundering campaign;,’

| "Her own polls show her In bad
| shape, even among many fellow
. Democrats. And the people who
contribute 1o, caropaigns _gren't
going 10 throw their money down

! g

a lost-cause rat-hole,” . """
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The Rac‘]zneesh Tnnes

iy SWAMI PREM NIREN dldn t. know level of her d.mtnbe can, best be

“quite what to expect v when he was invited ' charactenzed by her assessment that

~ to_.asem - 8iX smonths “ago with 'Rajneeshees are *‘a’ orporate clan’ of
- Larryann Willis, Democratic "National ' re clad kooks W iy

;Comm1tteewoman for Oregon ' ‘and an . -7 I 78

?rnsuct:;tl:sssful -candidate for Congress i : St W .‘- e

dlstl'l =R Rt 5y £3RES

Bk aiiastysera b St ‘We ve already heard’ every conceiva:'

.'I '1”.]{5‘?4 »Lv Jmaq:-n»

; "I ple” accusation and rumor and half-truth’
It’ dxdn’t' take lnm 1°ng to f‘nd out. and lie —:.s0 one ‘more pohtlcxan s ill--

Fxrst -Willis hustled him for & Rajnéesh inforn'zed “contribution 'to"the language "
! financial ‘contribution. Then she invited "'doesn’t, cause xa; ripple here; : We’ve -
* herself to the ranch to make a personal ~answered all the crackpot questxons T
-+ pitch for the Rajneesh vote for herself ‘1o matter hOW outland;sh. PR ST
and other candxdates on the Democratlc S e RS S i e S

: slatenextyear o T TR AR *ﬂ_-_j_"

g e
1 N § ‘_“., S gl kR
2 oAy _‘

SRR AR AR 70 ~-".--"=' "',"’"-"A' v Candrdatf YlVllhs. however.: 1sn 't
' ' nearly -so forthcoming in answering
lehs, a staunch supporter of Teddy quest);ons about her” o%vn actions. For

v Kennedy » - told . Niren - she ,_would .instance, why has Larryann'stonewalled .
SASERDTesEnt Rajneeshee interests in'Wash: “the ‘media’ 8 questlons about her lith
/vington ~— unlike Republicans in general "} oy: smeqr campaign against Smith last °
and .incumbent 2nd District Congress- . :year? It was said to be the sleazxest‘

.man Bob Smith in particular. (Willis was 7 . ta Oregon since Wayne -
. . right ‘about Smith; . he . hasn't helped. . g/lor‘g:atln:d tcg‘ nl:phcggg Mark Hatﬁeld !
. Neither has h" P'°P°".?.'°"°d ‘.'-,’!?f {"?"'V “in.the death of & youngster in a- trafﬁc

i 100) “ LSS her? AR
i °fV°?°3) £ R e R acmdent Whywon’tW 1sta1k?

; Wm‘fs‘castxgated ‘our; opponenta; as. s
- religious bigots. She'stated her support ' Wh}’. also, doés Wllhs refuse tO,
“;or the right of Rmneeshpura.mllf to e;nst G?SIWGI' ques{:l:ns aléout her’ it:::\g'd:l:;
nterest in our est e. . style olitics, “ doing w
?he told ot }rerx e y c h{nks w1ﬁ sell, even smear tactics, lies
' A B .- and bxgotry e'd love to hear Willis try.
Smce thatmeetmg last Spnng, Wﬂhs to deny Niren's account of their meeting
lopped her fanny in the saddle for -~ &nd.we hope someone 8“'33 her the"
er.,.. race- - far . .;Congress.: - And r‘chance,“ B R P U
candxdate willis is now hustling the ST R
* other sxl;ie l?f the strﬁet for tlhﬁ mc;ney atxl:ld L _' T T ~
. votes she hopes will propel her from the * ¢ questxons about Rajneeshpuram
blankst};)f gh:oB‘g Muddy to the POWer  are being answered one by one in the
aong e rolomac. , . appropriate forums of the democratic
‘ : N ' précess. That is how it should be. The
o T © . - questions about Willis also should be
Willis issued a long list of answered in the appropriate forum, in
- accusations against us last week. The thiscase t.he medxa lfz’the district_\. '
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MM-mmocm lead-
eors have seen a poll showing that
Republican Congressman Bob.
Smith of Oregon’'s 2nd Distri=t,
including Rancho Rajneesh, can
"be beaten next year. That's the
.good news for Demos. The bad
.‘news? They don‘'t have anyone
: who can beal him. The poll shows
i.that Democrat National Commit-
‘teewoman Larryann Willls, \who {
F vas” pummelled by Smith Jast
| year, has .lost ground since the .
: ros' election, ““She’s. desperate,’-
1 says ' one - of "‘Willis's ‘7 Salem
{riends.... Democrats who. ‘'wont i
10 - win the seat have been
Fworking behind Willis's strapping™
.back to’ recruit -a ‘' moderate .
Democrat -‘against “the ' liberal ©
Willis_in }bo Primary.... Names
we ' heat, *a lat'; about " as’
. pfospective Democrat candidates-
 include “formet "State Legisiator .
;ond ! Medford 'Mayor Al Dens-
{moi’o. ‘Jackson .Counfy Commis-
sloner Peter Sage cnd State Rep. *
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Hendricksen be-

lieves Hattield is as vulnerable
now as Morse was in 1968....
" Hendricksen isn’t Hatfield's only
concern. His Solem stoff reports
that the office budget is so
strained that staff members can’t
find o few bhuck

along
bumbles Congressional candidate
Larryonn Willis, who told the
world thot Hatfield is conducting
his own personal investigation of
Rajneeshees — something Ho!-
tield has hotly denied in the past.
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MAID IN THE SHADE:
We haven't heard much lately
obout 2nd District Congressional
candidate Laerryann Willis — at
leost not since Swaml Prem
Niren, followed by several
‘newspapers in our district —
peeled her like a grape o few
months after she tried to solicit ;
money from ' Rajneeshees fo
further her ambition of political
fame and fortune. Willis has been
quiet as @ mouse for a couple of
reasons:°Many people who gave
" money to her loser of a campaign
two years ago cren't being as
covalier with their political
money this year; and she's having
a hard time living down the kind
of jokes about her which were
prevalent at the State GOP
convention in Klamath Falis o
week ago. The one ¢ friend heard
goes this way: Larryann went
fishing for money with the PAC
big-boys...and she come home
with a big red snopper. We're not
sure what it means...but it was
getting big laughs among the
GOP-types. A couple of others.-
-from Democrats arriving in San
Francisco for the Demo conven-
tion this week: A cab ride around
Larryann costs more than a cab
from the airport to downtown:; if
SF has o heat wave, we can use
Larryann for shade. :

Bl
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|;|||s lied to herown '

e ie fv!'\-vu o \"-:.-

;states Ramees

"~ RAJNEESHPURAM
Democratic congresmonal ca.n-
didate Larryann Willis lied to
her jown , party’s national
committee w en she ‘said that
offers of campaign funds had

| been made by Rajneesh organi-
| zations, said - Swami Prem

Jayananda, President of Raj-
neesh Investment Corporataon
in a statement yesterday

nor any other Rajneesh organi-
zation ‘has offered campaign
contributions to any poli itical

ligure or party. ) ayananda»_

aid.
“lehs hed to t.he Demo-

| eratic National Committee in

order to gain national support
for her ‘fear-and-smear cam-
gmgn against the Rajneeshees.

- - no ' reports.’ of Ra]neesheea and“'repeat.ed thatfmjﬁeesh
*Neither our orgamzatlon

12
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to eccept fnnd; or support from t.hat the Raj'ﬂeesh
snpporters of Bhagwan Shree .whichT raefrese.nt at'the raﬁch"
Ra)neeeh — *pcting "Hh™ het’ - do-not mi

% ndatioms Al.gns. T Niren sai e
{ éh a -Rajneesh Times <. . She™told CmeTthatwshesy .-
reporter telephoned the Demo-" suppo?'tea' our ‘&vil -rights~and = -

cratic National Committee of- lifestyle “and, would represeént™
fices yesterday, press spokes- - ; our interests on-Capxto] Hill:-1 -

. man Tefry: Michaels;revealed “was offended -by: her-ranspar>=®

that the commtt.ee"had heard _.ent “offer :to" peddle mﬂnenceg.

Y

offennﬂ;l;natwns other thana or ations - dwmot‘ﬂhako

-Swami ~Prem - Niren, - a Yadded s==""7
Rajneesh att.orne ‘told The - *‘Since aomebody .is ob-
; fuline“h Times t Willis is viously lying about this issue, I

been approached by an j- .down and take a lie detector’
‘neesh organization or individu- test, so that the truth will be
_al offering campaign funds. ~ apparent for all to see.’ i

Jn fact, it was Willis* wIi"Q‘ dy Smith, offxce man-’
npproac'hed sthe - Mnéesheee ‘ager for Willis, saxd Thursday

he hopes to get elected next ¢Jeeking™financial”support in that she did not recall the

year on an anti-Rajneesh
ticket,”” he added. -

Larryann Willis told report-
ers earlier this week that her
national party had decided not

v

return _for - rqpresentmg their specifics, but -that several

. Interests, Niren said. > months ago Willis had met

oot Willis - -~approached e Someone called ‘‘Niren’’ and
soliciting funds'and I told her, had been offered a contribution

S

la
5 2%
+
<

y aware that she has never .. suggest to Willis that we all sit 3

’
T

e pol?&ﬂ&@..ﬁ»}i? 4

" repott: wmjgnmé{!’* " political- »conhbuuanM\!’-l

“fhe preaenee o of witnesses, of “‘severalthousand dollars.” , . -

rede. .
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Novermber

Says she asked for money
Sect's Icwyer calls Willis a liar

By Oevid Cash
Bulletia 4l Writer
sional candidate Lar-
illis is o liar and the
tic Natwooal Commities
has embarrassed itself by support-
ing Willis' version of ber dealings
with the Rajnsesbess, says a
Rajoeesh lawyer.

political sup, at & Deetng
earlier this vz“m a Portland law
office. according to Swami Prem
Nirez. a lawyer and disciple of
Indian B Shree
Rajoessh.

Portand lawyer Frank Jossel-
son. who bosted the mesting, says
Niren's statement is true.

Also cosoury to what Willis
reports, the sect did Bot offer
financial sopport to the Democrus-
ic Nationa! Committes at that
meeting, Nires sud

Agun, Josseison, the oniy
other persos present at tbe
meeting. says Niren's statement is
trus.

But Willis says Niren's ver
siop of the meeung sux months ago
in Pordnd is “‘compiete {abnca-
ton.

The conflicang stories bave
become part of the ruaning feud
bx'un Willis and the Rajpeesd-

lt escalsted last week w0 a
oational level whea Willis ap-
nounced that the Democratc
National Commties bad adopued
ber recommendation to reject any
mooey lm:h. Rameeshess might

Wdlu is a national commitzee-
womaa representing Oregon and
bead of the Democrats’ Northwest
regiocal finance unit. She's run-
ning for the 2nd Distnict congres-
* siopal seat beld by firstterm
incumbent Bob Smuth. a Republi-
can who defeated her 1o 1982
Willis inicaily said the meet-
ing in Portand was arranged
because Niren had offered. as 8
npmnuuvv of the sect. 0
toe & ''six-fi * bank pote
or use by the DNC in staping 1ts
fund-raising telethon eariier this

tarryann Willis

year, ry

She said they discussed that
offer in Josseison's office before
the meeung broke off because
"they got mad at me because [ was
asking oo many questions.”

*“That'sa lie,”" saud Nirea

Iz a telepbone interview
Wednesday {rom Washungon
D.C.. Willis saud that. althougz sbe
doesn’t recall the detaus of the
conversation. the man subject was
whetber Niren and Josselson could
find persoas who would guarasies
$20.000 potes to support the
talethon.

She said it was clear from the
outset that no Rajoeesh mooey
would be weicomed. Both Nires
and Jommn disputs that.

L who bas ;
ly | pedomod legal work for the
Rammhm bu! is oot one of g

1

cluded at the time. as did Niren.
that it would be a vote-sesking
visit.

Willis bad said that's not true.
but sdded Wednesdsy that “any
time & politician visits with
anybody, we'll never say ‘don't
mS'::uMN lopuul

iren “apol

ly" mentioned that the
vounhndnwomdsm:nlm
because it was "‘politically expedi-
:zd'uquhopod thers were no
Whatever the reason. bard

as 2 eurwnucultolnd-dld
kooks and criticized everytding
from their lifestyle o their

coucrol of Antelope and
their effart w0 establish a city at
g:‘iuunpnnn in north-central

gon.

She linked Smith w’ the
Rajnesshess. telling har audience
that the congressman “‘wanis to
keep ' the Rajoeesh votes. implicit-
ly calling for the support of the
anti-Ranessh votes.

“She’s tryng to tar Scank wnth
us lnd o go aftar him by usizg
us,” Niren said. “It's transpareat-
ly obvioas.™

Willis didn't attack the Raj
peeshees until after they had
rebuifed ber effort o enlist their
votes, Niren said.

"] think what she decided
(following the meeting in Portland)
was that we were more valuabie to
:::ck than 10 get votas from,” be

_:‘Sh'o trying to usm the

support of the lort.hcommg Demo-
cratic Party telethon: Willis asked
Josselson (o heip by contscucg
some of his fellow Democrats: and
Willis toid Niren that “you guys
really made a mistake in support-
ing South™’ and she wanted their
votes in 1984,

She said she'd like to vasit the
sect’'s commune at Rajoeesd-
puram, Josssison emid. He con-

|

} D .uc Party w give

kil posi-

tion.” be uddod llt-r *l think

she's an embarressmeat to the
pational Democratic Party.”

Following the meeting ot
Josselson's office, Willis recom-
mended that the commitiee reject
any offee of mooey from the
Rajoesshees.

“Just because somebody of-
fers us money dossn’t mean we
have o takeit,” she said

She said ber concern was that
donors reached via Niren or
Josselson might be ‘frosung”
Rajneesbes money. She saxd Niren
and Jossaison refused to discuss
that topic and that's whes the
mesting ended.

Last week, Willis announced
that that Tom Drew. heed of the

jonal finance bad

4 2 dber ;
omrrtiee lpokn o

Michsel. speaking m
hmom D.C.. confirmed W\Uu
appouncement, but said it wes an
“institutional decision” and ot
one maae solely by Drew.

Michael said the commuttes
will reject any contnbouoca the

Rajosesaees might make ‘‘because
of the appearasce of a coaflict of
llw related to the immugration

m foderal Immigration and
Naturalization is review.

ing the guru's immigration status
ud wll decide whetber w permit
cogtinued residescy or to order
him out of the counwry.

Cooceivably, the Rajpeesbess
would expect some kind of political
infloence in exchange for a
contribution, sccording w Micbael
and Willis.

When asied whether he thinks
other dosors - which include
individuals. busiess orguniza-
tions, unions and action
committees (PACs) — doa't want

carrect t0 ‘‘generslize
mizee's ruling oo the lh)lnuuu
to inciude other dosors.

*'We're pot trying to geperalize
that we would pever raxs money
from people who had legisiation
pending or who wanted to influence
the process,” he said.

“The botwowm lLine 13 that they
are & very copwoversial group.’’
Michael said.

“We did not consider it wise,
pdmlly t0 taks mooey from this
group.” he added later.

Aquocmnd!omcrlu

Btvesn monsy was offered in the
first place.

He edded thst if the national
party is going to decline mmbu-
tions on & *’ of interent”
basus. refusing mooey from per
s0D$ OF organizations interested in
acquuring poiitical infiuence. thes
they re going to bave to find a pew.
way 0 fund their campaigns.”

—_—

0
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_To the o

iy lnresponsetothe recenthd Bullenn
~story astowhy'the Rajneesh have unfairly -
. attacked me, I would like to point out the
following itemns that were either buried or
" missing completely from the article. . .- _..
v 1 did prevent the Rajoeesh from
gaining influence within t.he Democrahc
National Committee by: o [
] (1) Investigating the Rameesh to
& make sure | had my facts straight, . :
.(2) Reporting the possibility of
polm@l blackmail to ‘the Democraﬂc
- National Committee, and --P\. PR
- (3) Following up -on my recom-
.. mendations and insuring that tbey became
DNC Policy. — StunedifoaspsEmpapitete ',
dE=2)) Congrssman "Bob Smith ‘took ‘a
snmllar interest in the welfare ‘of the
citizens of the Second Congressional
District, the Rajneesh situation would be
less threatening to the longtnme residents
- of this area. .
f .1 thought it was Ume somebody took ;
| action to block the growth of Rajnesh/
1 political and economic power. 1 did it. I'm/
b proud of it. And, I'll continue to do it'until :
the Rajnesh either leave Oregon or leam o
b: to live in n_harmony" wnh their neigh
1l b : e " Larry
| 'DNC horthwestFlunceChah 5,
DNC ExccuuwComrg_m_fe /
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Bend Bulletin on Rajneesh Payroll

Large cash payments from the Rajneesh to the Bend Bulletin has blurred the Bulletin's
editorial judgment and resulted in gross unfairness to Congressional Candidate Larryann

Willis and her campaign, according to Willis.

The Bend Bullctin has been and still is printing The
Rajneesh Times at its facility in Bend. It performs this
service for profit and has earned tens of thousands of
dollars from the Rajneesh corporation.

Bend Bulleun publisher Greg Cushman verified that
The Rajneesh Times is printed by the Bulletin. Although
he refused to reveal the exact amount the Bulletin
receives from the Rajneesh he estimates It to be
approximately | % of the Bulletin's $5 million plus gross
income—which translates to about $50,000.00 per
year income from the Rajneesh.

ina note following a letter to the editor last year. the
Bulietin tried to minimize the amount of money It gets
from the Rajneesh, claiming It was only a miniscule
percentage of what the Rajneesh spend. A $50.000.00
cash payment hardly seems minimal. Imagine what the
Bulletin would say if a local politician received a
$50.000.00 contribution from a single special interest
group and then proclaimed that the group has no Influ-
ence on his judgment.

No business or corporation can afford to alienate a
$50.000.00 per year client. And that, In my opinion, is
why recent Bend Bulletin articles and editorials have
attacked my efforts to reduce the Influence of the
Rajneesh in this community and throughout the state.

If | were o private citizen instead of a public figure, |
believe I could successfully sue the Bend Bulletin for libel
due to their distortion of facts and outright falsehoods
published in recent articles and editorials about me and my
battle against the Rajneesh.

For example, the Bend Bulletin cited as a credible
witness against me, one of the Rajneeshee’s key lawyers
who. infact, was the very person | stopped from possi-
bly secretly funneling Rajneesh money to the DNC.
While touting one of the culprits of the scheme as a
reliable source. the Bulletin minimized the statements
in my support by national level Democratic Party offl-
clals who handied the rejection of the Rajneesh funds.
They buried DNC spokesman Terry Michael's confir-
mation of my statement and his verification that the
ONC will: reject any contribution the Rajneeshees
might make “"because of the appearance of a conflict of
Interest related to the immigration case,” and “Con-
ceivably, the Rajneeshees would expect some kind of
political influence in exchange for the contribution.”

Since In my opinion we cannot expect unbiased cov-
erage of Rajneesh issues as long as the Bend Bulletin is
profiting from the Rajneesh, | feel it Is necessary to
purchase space to ensure that the people of Central
Oregon know the truth about my activities and my
efforts to halt Rajneesh abuses of citizens’ rights.

To set the record straight. here are the undistorted
facts of the incident in question:

At the request of the Democratic National Commit-
tee and In my capacity as Northwest Finance Chair for
the DNC, | met in a Portland law office with Portland
attorney Frank Josselson and attorney Phil Tolkes. The
meeting was In response to interest in the DNC
expressed to our Washington, D.C.. headquarters by
Mr. Tolkes, whom we subsequently discovered was
also known as Swami Prem Niren.

After this fact finding meeting and Mr. josselson’s
fallure to provide required information on financial
sources. | recommended that the DNC accept NO
funds, guarantees. or other support from Rajneesh
Foundation International. its affiliates or from persons
suspected of fronting funds for the Rajneesh. This posi-
tion has been adhered to by the DNC since that time.

While the Bend Bulletin has editorialty distorted my
October 14, 1983, speech delivered in The Dalies in
which | exposed Rajneesh wrongs. the paper has failed
to print the speech or an accurate summary of it.

In the interest of fairness to the public which
depends on the news media for factual information, |
am paying to have that important speech reprinted in
Its entirety below. Sincerely,

Larryann Willis

WILLIS REVEALS RAJNEESH WRONGS

in 1859 john Stewart Mill wrote that personal
freedom is deserved so long as we do not
deprive others of theirs. For over 100 years free
people have lived by that code.

The United States was founded upon reli-
grous freedcm and we adamantly guarantee that
night to alt including the followers of Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh in Antelope and Roy Masters in
Grants Pass However, when these groups inter-
fere with the rights of others, when they claim
that their nghts take precedehce over those of
other citizens on the grounds that they are an
organized religious cult. they have misinter-
preted and misused our constitutional guaran-
tees of religious freedom.

| remind these cult leaders that the United
States Constitution also requires the separation
of Church and State Their attempts to control
city and county governments is a clear challenge
to our Constitution |applaud Attorney General
Dave Frohnmayer’s opinion that the incorpora-
tion of Rajneeshpuram violated constitutionz!
separation of Church and State and that Raj-
neeshpuram is not entitled te collect » share of
state gasoline and cigarette taxes and liquor
revenues

The reason for the separation of Church and
State is that when a religious body is granted the
awesome powers of government and law en-
forcement. jails. court actions. fines and other
governmental powers can be used to coerce all
citizens to conform to that religious code and
the goals of that church or cult Those who are
supposed to provide spiritual guidance in an
atmosphere of freedom of refigion. under those
circumstances. become spintual dictators bran-
dishing the club of government power over the
heads of those who disagree with the goals of
the cult leaders Anyone who has read history
can easily recognize the same dangerous reli-
grous drctatorship shaping up in Antelope When
people disagree with the Guru. his puppets in
city government raise therr tazes. When the
Citizens dare 1o speak out against those actions

his legal pupp.=1s fiie lawsuits to silence the voice -

of dissension under an avalanche of legal bills
and court costs

The Rajneezh continually accuse their critics
of religious persecution and bigotry bom of
ignorance This public relations tactic has suc-
cessfully caused weli-meaning people to rally to
ther defense and obscured Rajneesh abuses of
other people s 7ghts

In my opinion. religious preferences should

never come up when discussing the activities of
the “for profit” Rajneesh corporation. Rajneesh
Foundation International and it’s spinoffs are a
multimillion-doliar international corporation
with SO0 other locations in the U.S.. Canada.
Europe.india. New Zealand and Australia which
employ over a quarter million people. Like other
corporate giants. they employ a battery of high
priced lawyers. public relations experts and lob-
byists to help them achieve their corporate
profit goals

This particular corporation has shown a cal-
lous disregard lor the rights and welfare of citi-
zens outside of their corporate structure who
are in the way of their expansion plans. The
story of the intrusion of this corporate giant into
thelittie town of Antelope, Oregon. reads tike a
segment of the hit show “Dallas"—but It isn't
fantasy to the people whose lives have been
destroyed

Oregon law prohibits city-type commercia!
uses of land 20ned for exclusive farm use. Every
other farm in the state whether corporate or
family is required to abide by the Land Use laws.
Some of us are not happy with various rulings
but we stay within the laws and change things
we do not like through due process. | see no
reason why a corporate cult of red-clad kooks
should be exempt from these laws and aliowed
to run roughshod over the citizens of Antelope.

The Rajneesh corporation convinced Wasco
County to allow them to incorporate their own
city on the grounds that Rajneeshpuram was
“designed to meet only the needs of the agricul-
ture work force on the ranch itself” and that
“the new city will not attempt or support urban
uses or densitres.” | 000 Friends of Oregon filed
a sult against Rajneeshpuram claiming that they
did not stay within the boundaries of the agree-
ment with Wasco Caunty and were in violation
of LCOC (Land Conservation and Deveiopment
Commission) goals. The sult slowed Rajneesh
development plans. 30 the corporation embark.
ed on an alternate development scheme.

Employees of the corporationmovedinto the
little neighboring incorporated town of Ante-
lope. Oregon. where they established a head.
quarters for Rajneesh Foundation International
and sought permits to build and operate com-
mercial projects Some permits were granted
but the city councit turned down a permit for an
18.000 square-foot printing plant because it
would require a2 work force three times the
populatior of Antelope and the water supply
was aiready insulficient for current needs

Rather than accepting local restrictions on
their corporate expansion plans, Rajneesh Foun-
dation International launched an org:

afraid to exercise their constitutiona! right of
free speech Md ipeah out in oppwoor to Raj-

scheme to legally take over the Antelope city
government and drive local residents away. In
addition, the Mayor of Rajneeshpuram and loyal
Guru follower Krishna Deva gave an ultmatum
to Oregon lawmakers stating, “The only reason
the Disciples are in Antelope at afl is the diffi-
culty they've encountered with Rajneeshpuram.
We regard our presence In Antelope as defi-
nitely temporary. As soon as 1,000 Friends
drops Its sult we will withdraw.” The little town
of Antelope and its unlucky residents are being
held hosage until the corporate demands are
met

Thus began a nightmare for Antelope citizens.
The corporation took over the city council by
voting Rajneeshees In as mayor and the 6 ety
council members. The outgoing city council gave
the local church to the Episcopal Diocese to
keep it from falling into corporate hands and
suffering the fate of a Laguna Beach. California,
church Rajneesh Foundation International grab-
bed for an outreach mission. The Religious
Science Church (similar to mainstream Unity
Churches) of Laguna Beach was infiltrated by
Rajneeshees who frightened away the elderly
members of the congregation and elected them-
selves to the Board of Directors. When they had
2 majority they voted to give the Church, worth
several million dollars. to the Guru. The original
members of the congregation sued and the case
is held up In court. However, the Rajneesh
Corporation s in control of the church and using
it for its own purposes.

The new Rajneesh-controlled city council of
Antefope Immediately hired 3 $100.00 per hour
Rajneesh attorney and sued the old city council
members as well as the Episcopal Diocese. The
attorney fees are being paid for by staggering
new taxes imposed on Antelope citizens.

The new city taxes were $17.00 per $1.000.00
valuation. Prior to that there had never been a
city tax on property. Fire protection fees were
tripled from $100 to $4.00 per month and
water charges were doubled from $1000 to
$20.00 per month. This meant that a family living
in an average $60.000.00 home pays an addi-
vonal $1,176.00 per year in city taxes imposed
by the Rajneesh. Most of Anteiope’s residents
are senior citizens on fixed incomes who ssmply
cannot bear the additiona! burden.

In what appears to be a planned attempt by
the Rajneesh Corporation to make local citizens

neesh Found. | tactics. the Raj-
neesh attorneys have filed many lawsuits against
local residents. For le. R y McGreer
is being sued for several mitkon dolhu for nega-
tive comments she made on the Merv Griffin
show. She is responsible for her legal fees. so
while local residents are confident she will win
the case. they are now afraid to comment on
Rajneesh activities Because they can't sfford the
legal fees  the corporation tues them.

At the same time city property taxes were
imposed on the citizens of Antelope. the Raj-
neesh jerked the funding out from under Ante-
fope's public school. a move designed to impose
yet another burden on locals. Schoo! Board
member Swam: Deva Wadud. another Guru
puppet.said "The Rajneeshees. whoforma large
majority in the voting district have already told
the board they will vote down the next one
(levy) too. So i the board is realty concerned
about the education of these children it will ake
action to make other schooling arrangements—
wch as bowq IM ¢Mdm| 10 Madras.”

inter | and ks
splno"s hnn been able to accomplish the legal
takeover of 3 city government by block voting
techniq 3 practice gly defended by
Congressman Bob Smith who received hundreds
of Rajneesh votes by followers carrying out the
Guru's wishes in the 1982 election. The Raj-
neesh have repeatedly praised Congressman
Smith's “spirited defense of the rights of Raj-
neeshees.”

On May 27. 1983, in responte to concerns
raised by citizens at a meeting in The Dalles Cry
Hall. Smith began his defense of Rajneesh nghts
by pointing out that when the ancestors of
present-day Oregonians came to the USA they
were dressed in funny gard and speaking with
strange accents or foreign languages. He drew 3
paraliel between the pioneers and the arrival of
(the) Bhagwan.”

Congressman Bob Smith went on ro tell this
group of people who came to him for help that
“You can’t answer a political question by chang-
ing the law." The political question | see is that
Bob Smith wan.s to keep the Rajneesh votes.
He and other lawmakers need to wake up and
start protecting the rights of American citizens
who are under attack by greedy corporate

giants huding behnd 3 rebgrovs facade.

In order to respond to the unfair Bend Bulletin attack and present
facts on the Rajneesh to Central Oregonians, my committee had to
spend over $700.00 on this ad. Your help in defraying the cost woufd
be greatly appreciated.

If you wish to help, please send contributions to: MLL[_S Name

Address

Willis for Congress Committee
Re. 2, Box 2574
Vale, OR 97918

Phone

Pa:2 ige vy the Laeer W0 3 for Congress Committee Curdy Stk Treawurer




8 5 0 4

Med fond Macl Tribone. . 5;,,‘4“3 Sept 16,1757

“ e pegpeee ——w

1

05334091

Smlth Willis issve press releases

‘Guru accused of bqllof scheme

By ALLEN HALLMARK
Mall Tridune Staff Wriur

Congressional candidate “arryann Willis, a
Vale Democrat, has accused the Jhagwan
Shree Rajneesh of trying Lo perpetrate a “bal-
lot box stuffing scheme' in Wasco County.

Mrs. Willis said in a press release that by
bringing 2,000 “street people” to Wasco
County, the Rajneeshecs inay change the out-
come of her race with Incumbent R2p. Bob
Smith, R-Ore.

Meanwhile, Smith issued a press release of
his own, calling upon the state Legis!najure to

change the statc election law to require a six- °

month residency as a qualification to register
to vole. Smith advocated a 30-day :utol: oo
registration before each election.

-Mrs. Willis contended tbat the bhagwan wal)

help the street people register to vote and wm

instruct them to vote for Smith.

“The Rajnceshees have vowed to hrpc"'

several thousand street people, wio will be

_ registered and instructed how to vote,” Mrs.
Willis sald. ““So, obviously, the Rajneeshees

will be able to control the Wasco County elve-
tions, defeat (state Rep.) Wayne Fawbush (I

Hood River), and even alter the outcome ol_

the 2nd Congressional race.”
Fawbush, who won his fourth term In 1982

** by only 270 votes, in a speech Sept. 7 also .

accused the Rajneeshees of trying to pack the

- -:ounty with new vuters in an effort to defeat

him.

~ But Ma Prem -Isabel, a spokeswoman fo1
the bhagwan at Rancho Rajneesh, denied that
: goliucs had anything to do with the decision to

ring the street people to Rajneeshpuram,
¢he city founded by the Indian guru.

“These people have been invited to Rancho .
Rajneesh to share what we have here, a vely

positive lifestyle,” Ma Isabel said. “Those who
do want tu vote can absolutely do so, and
tiicse who don't want to vote can do that, just
as they could do anywhere else.

a ] said Mrs. Willis “reallv doesn’
i ajneeshevs, and S
platform for a long timg. It's dirty lactics te

get the anli-Kajieesh people to vote for her.”

Besides criticizing the Rajneeshecs in her
speech last week, Mrs. Willis also crltlcbed
her opponent, Smith.

“Congressman Smith has Rajneeshee sup-
port because he has refused to look into re-
ports by local citizens of Rajneeshee viola-
tions of civil rights,” Mrs. Willis said. “Smith
has taken the position that the Rajneeshee
problem is pot his concern because he is a
federal representative, and he claims that the

lRajnceshee matter is a state and local prob-
em

“I disagree,” Mrs. Willis said. “The Rajnee-
shees know that it elected 1 wi'l be on top -
of their activities. They don't want :kat, so
they are doing everything they can to re-elect
Smith.”

Smith could not be reached for comment on
Mrs. Willis's atatements. But perhaps not coln-
cidentally, he issued a press release {rom his
Wasbhington, D.C., office in which he advocated
the change in Oregon s liberal voier reglstra-
tion i

He s2id he wants Secretary of State Norma
Paulu« to join him In asking the state Legisla-
ture to change the law. Now, 20-day residents
can register, and registration continues until
the polls close on election day.

The congressman said his suggested

changes were proinpted by “charges that tem-
porary residents making use of the state’s im-
mediate voting qualification laws have been
or could be significant factors in Oregon'’s
elections.”
" Before residents are aliowed to become
voters “‘thev shouid be fully aware of the
problems and tieeds of their community and
equally aware of the candidates and issues in-
volved,” Smith said in the press release.




RAJNEESH INTENT TO

INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME

OF A FEDERAL ELECTION




JIM WEAVER
CONGRESSMAN |

4th.District, Oregon
Washiington 202/225-6416
Eugene ' 503/687-6732

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 1984

WEAVER ASKS RAJNEESHPURAM MAYOR TO EXPLAIN
'WE WILL TAKE OVER OREGON' COMMENT

(WASHINGTON) - Congressman Jim Weaver, (D-OR), has asked the mayor of
Ra jneeshpuram to explain a statement the mayor made on a television
broadcast that the Rajneeshees, followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, will
take over Oregon if they are forced to.

On January 13, Oregon Public Broadcasting's Front Street Weekly program
carried a story titled "In Memory of Antelope,"” which included footage of

» Rajneeshpuram mayor Krishna Deva stating "If we are forced to, we will take

over Oregon. If we are forced to; we would hate to have to do it."

"] know that the Rajnessshees' presence in Oregon has generated
considerable controversy, and that parties to this controversy have uttered
some extreme rhetoric," Weaver said in a letter to Deva.

( e
"] am also aware that statements taken out of context are often

" misconstrued or misunderstood," Weaver wrote. "Therefore, I would like you
°th explain fully the meaning of your statement. Specifically, please
explain what you mean by '...we will take over Oregon.' Also, please

explain how you could be 'forced' to take such action.”
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State seeks poll observers

By DON JEPSEN e

ot The Oregonianstaf! - ]

»  SALEM — Oregon Attorne General Dave Frohnmayer
said Frida m?ﬁmm%mysm
to monitor the Nov. 6 peneral el Wasco &unty o
“ensure the public safety and the mtcgnty of the ballot

box.” o iy
Frohnmayer saxd he bad decided to ask for momtonng

o

because of widespread speculation that the followers of

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh had been importing homeless

people from across the country to swell their votzr-regls- -

tration figures and seize control of the county.
-Also, critics of the Rajneeshees have urged Oregonians

to respond by movmg temporanly to Wasco County to vote-

there.—

State elections omc:als have said that reglstenng to
vote without mtending to establish a permanent residence
is a violation of state elections laws. Oregon’s election laws
require only a 20-day residency, and eligible people can
register up to and including election day.

In a joint news conference Friday, Frohnmayer and
Secretary of State Norma Paulus said federal observers had
been asked to watch for violaticns of federal election laws
and to investigate whether the Rajneeshees had violated the
public accommodations regulations of the U.S. Civil Rights
Act in moving in homeless people. - ° %

Federal civil rights division officials ‘could not be
“reached Friday for comment on the monitoring request.

Frohnmayer said there had been “unverified” reports
that Rajneeshees had turned away those vounger than age
[Band non-citizens as they recnuted street people to ﬁve at
Rajneeshpuram.

o
- e,

persons under 18 “because we don't want parents breath-

‘widely publicized dispute with the federal Immigration and
- Naturalization Service over whether Rajneesh should be
: gnnted permanént resident status in the United States. .-

.*‘very close attention” to what he called secunty issues

5.(,‘1' ol ?, 1’3'7

Anand Sarita, a Rajneeshee spokeswoman, said Friday
that Rajneeshee efforts to recruit homeless people excluded
*'ing down our neck and saying weare stealing their kids.”-»
She said her group excluded non-citizens becanse of its

Paulus said the ‘federal officials were being mght
observe, not conduct, the election. -

“I'm very confident that we can conduct a fair and
impamal election t.hat dosn‘t dxsenfranc.hxse nny ot our
voters,” she said. -

. Earlier in the day. Frohnmayer wd the sw.e mtznded
to guard against voter fraud in the election. <. . - .

“We are very concerned to keep the peaee and mke
sure the integrity of the election is not compromised " he
said in an interview with a Lincoln City radio station. * .

“We are absolutely drawing a line in the dust that there
be no election fraud. We are going io act ahead of time to
make sure that . ... (improper voting or registration) will be
challenged and t.he perpetmtors of any k.md of !raud will be
prosecuted.”  : i

Frohnmayer also saJd state and local pohce were paying

sun'oundmg the influx of homeless people. . -

He refused to elaborate, but State Police Supenntendent
John Williams said two more state troopers had been as-
signed to Madras “because our intelligence tells us there are
people there with criminal records, some of them perhaps
wanted by authorities."” i o R

"ltsarulconcerntous. hesa:d R




Bloc-votlng fears spur voter reglstratlonE

By JEANIE SENIOR
Correspondent, The Oregonian

THE DALLES — Many Wasco
County residents are focusing on reg-
istering new voters in an apparently
bipartisan effort to counter an expect-

ed large bloc vote from followers of -

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

The county had 12,278 repgistered
voters as of July 31, and officials have
estimated 3,000 to 4,000 more people
are eligible but not registered. -

Qf those registered, about 820 arf j
Rajneeshees. However, 100 more fol-
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' Many' peop\e In Wasco County are * challenge; voter registration seems 10 .

‘concerned that the new arrivals, if

they register to vote, could determine -

~ the outcome of several local races ln :
- the Nov. 8 electlon.., : ' -

About 500 of the 3,000 voter regls-:

tration cards that have been handed :

" out by the Was¢o County clerk’s office.

have gone to .Rancho Rajneesh, ac-
cording to Karen LeBreton, chief dep- . .
uty clerk. i

She sald about 40 new voter regls-

trations daily have come into the
clerk's office In the past week, none
from the ranch; LaBreton sald the of-
fice expects to peed additional help to

dea! with the expected new voter re-- :

gistrations.

more arriving dally.
- "Ouite obviously we want to make
sure that we have enough voters

re not in Rajneesh’s et so that
‘ € _can elect our canai%ates. be the
Ee ublican or Democrat,” Iﬂ 3ac§

) § 3 sal
an active member o t e Republi-

arty

for the county -court, for sheriff and
for the state Leglslature.

“Obviously when the Rajneeshees " -.-.

started bringing in the homeless to

Rajneeshpuram and Antelope, that-. »
“%,  LaBreton 'sald Oct. 17,15 the last

scared a lot of people In this area,”

said Scott McKay, chairman of the
Wasco County' Democratic Central ...
Committee.

“In order to meet that

- bee e b )

.o.'AL.Aa‘\‘- -t s

Races In'contentlon lnclude two -

.> be one of the few avenues people can °
go. People are carrying around voter
_registration -forms wlthdhem and
* passing themout.” : * -

‘. Howe said the s1tuatlon Is creatlng
. political alliances where none exlsted
,before, .

s M Just can't believe for a second
that they really are now Interested in

- poor people. Why don't they sell all ;

. those Rolls-Royces and use the money
“ for the poor?” he asked. “No man on
~ Earth needs more than two or three."”
Howe, a resident of Wasco County
for almost 40 years, destribed it as
‘conservative, agricultural, almost a
. rural community. Most of. the people
who live in the community like belng
_able to walk down the street and say
-hi to every other person that they see.
.. The peaceful environment is no
“longer here. It's gone forever, and I
think that’s a absolute tragedy.” .

. day people can move to Oregon to es-
".tablish the' 20-day resldency requlre-
-.ment. ., |
g Munwhlle. lome opponenu of
. Rajneesh based in Albany say they are
 still hoping that many Oregonlans will

‘move to Wasco County temporarily in
b ‘order to vote, desplte warnings that to

" do so would bde illegal. “I hope we find

another solution, but If we have to

W (move), we will,” sald Talbot “Rob-

qble" Robinson,:: ;'
. Secretary of sute Norma hulus.

5 ln Salem speech Thursday, once again
warned against Oregonlans moving to

; Wasco County just to vote. ..

“The best thing the people an do
e,ll cool the rhetoric and stay home,”.

';l_’nulg; ﬁ “Bn egﬂdat t% good

.o P 00
“citlzens of Wasco County can SN
this.” o

Paulus suggested a court test: M‘

_the intent of voter registrants could: .
. result from this fall's election ficthe

-county. “What I'm hoping is .2 ; we .
will have the process set up soit cah |

. be solved in a calm, rational process.f'

she said. “I'm quite confident” that
we'll be able to address the issue.** <}




Wi imports ‘street people’

By
USA TODAY

RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore.
— Homeless “street people”
from around the USA are mov-
ing to this religious commune
in central Oregon, stirring an-
other controversy in a seem-
ingly endless series.

About 100 street people from
San Francisco, Santa Cruz,
Calif., Los Angeles and Wash-

ington, D.C,, arrived Sunday in_

Rajneeshpuram where 80 per-
cent of the 2,000 residents are
followers of Indian guru Bhag-
wan Shree Rajneesh.
Rajneeshee spokeswoman
Ma Prem Sunshine said they're
being invited to take part in an

experiment to help people less
fortunate than residents here.
The group of street people
has grown to 350 since the first
arrived Sept 2. They're living
in one-bedroom A-frame build-
ings provided by Rajneeshees,
Some Oregon officials worry
about possible political mo-
tives. Newcomers could vote in
November under Oregon's
election laws if they move into
the state 20 days before the
Nov. 6 election.
Democratic_congressional
candldafe Larryann Willls,
E;h;s?e sp}rzawllng 2nd Dstri!;t
icludes Rajneeshipuram, B
Taised the issue.
Noting thousands of outsid-
ers could arrive in the sparsely

populated region, she sal:
“The Rajneeshees can ele
anyone they want with th
kind of margin."

But Ma Prem Sunshine sa
the Rajneeshees are not ev:
seeking religious converts, !
alone political supporters.

is not new
Rajneeshpuram, founded
1981 on an 81,000-acre ranc!

The Rajneeshees first to
political control of the near
city of Antelope and Its sch
district. The commune
since become embroiled it
number of challenges, inc!
ing questions about land
and whether the group viole
the constitutional separatiot
church and state.

——
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APDRAS — With a bus ticket to
and about $8 in his pocket,

Ro{‘( llnumdapapercupoflce
~in & Madras restaurant and

mﬁ on his sojourn at Rancho Ra)-
n - . e
By ¢ will say this: They mean weu."

o.‘

tan SaT, Be,7 AR, /187

120 street people leave commune

filymmzumon =

‘r“._

. said Ezell, who boarded a bus ln Phoe-
‘nix, Ariz., over a week ago after Raj-
neesh Humanity Trust recruiters invit-
ed him to take part in its slure-a-home
program.

During the past few weeks Ra}-
neeshees have invited homeless street

" people from cities all over the United

States to come to Rajneeshpuram for
the program. More than 1,000 special
guests are there now; at least 120 have
left the program.

“The point is, you get three
squares 2 day out there. They do give

"you a place to stay, all the clothes and

food you want, but’ when Friday
comes, you want your money,” Ezell
said. “I don't mind working, but I ex-
pect.to get paid forit.” . .. -, . ..,

. Ezell said he spent almost 2 week

“of observing the routine at the Rancho

Rajneesh before he told his hosts he
had personal business in Spokane and
requested a bus ticket there. He didn’t

_volunteer to work, although he said he

was told by another guest, “If you
don’t work, at the end of 90 days,
you're gone, junior.”

Madras in recent days has become
the departure point for those people
who, for whatever reason, are not
staying. Nearly 80 have left Madras
since Tuesday, according to Jackie

Finley, Trailways agent in Madras,

and about 120 bave left since Sept. 11.

As the lodging for the homeless at
Rajoeeshpuram is filling up, according
to Prem Isabel, a Rajneeshee spokes-
woman, recruiters ‘“‘now are telling
people, if they come, we're not going
to give them tickets back, so think
twice. We want people that really
want to be here.”. _ .

Ezell said several guests left after
a group of about 15 got in a fight at
the disco in Rajneeshpuram — *“I
think it was over a woman” — and
then carried the row over to the cafe-
teria tent in Walt Whitman Grove,
where the newcomers live.

The travels of street people to and
from the ranch through Madras means

-nise, who accompanied him to Oregon,

"l got a {eeling the weretmn to
register people to vote.;' Fzell said. He

that “there are a lot of concemed folks '
here,” said Hamlln Perkins, Jefferson -
County sheriff. “This is a new thlng.
and it doesn't fit too well.” - 4
Joe Hodges, a Trailways driver, °
said the returning guests have caused

.some problems on the buses. It was -

necessary to call Bend City Police a '
few days ago when four or five of
them became drunk and disorderly on '
a bus he was driving, he said. -~ . .
Linda Talifson, a dispatcher for the

"Bend police, said, “We've noted at this

point no great problems created by

““what they're doing, not to say there

won't be down theroad,bntatthis t
point no great problems."” x
In Madras, police said there have -
only been minor problems. . . ": .
Several who were leaving ﬂxrough 1

- Madras Thursday said they had no fll -

feelings about the place or the people -
but simply had reasons to return to -
their home cities. - 14

. “T'm going back to college,” said

Wayne Ellsworth, 23, who is return- %
ing to Los ‘Angeles. % a vt e¥
Steve Davis said he “passed the

physical” at the ranch but was return-
ing to Chicago because his wife, De-
was five months pregnant and the Raj-
neeshees “don't have medical facili-
ties” to deal with her condition. ~ ' 4

- “They were nice to us,” Davis said. [~
“I can't say nothing bad. We'll prob-'
ably be back right after she has the
baby.” Davis volunteered that the Raj- *
neeshees_ﬁa?"'Ech".TeTl'e_l gister

and vote.”

y
l-
f«g]lv asked him to do so. Apand Shee- ’
a. president of the Rajneesh Humanity
rust, had disc politics with the
roup, he said.
éﬂ said he filled out a long “ap-

plication form" detailing his previous
work experience, next of kin, his So-
cial Security number and other infor-
mation.
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L )neesh:recrmt more

'30 from Puerto Rico -

34

The leneeah Commune’s cﬂorg
" Saturdey with Puerto Rico included.

United Press International
reported that the recruits included
75 from Los Angeles, 30 from San
Juan, Puerto Rico, % from Phoenix
and % from Chicago. Spokesmen for

the Rajneesh claim about 500

recruits have arrived in Rajneest
“puram since the nationwide drive
began.

‘The controversy mr u,e plan has

over into

mocrat Lan-nm W' :

epublican _incumbent

uth. Smith said T

thher.ce.

mmolhernoea aumsnu

tween -

calls hersell a lmﬂ!f,ﬂ! opponen
Rajneesh.

Smith announced Fndny he has
asked N
Paulus to join him in asking the 1965

Sillis_said_the tion of |
hundreds of street |
result in a R‘

0 Coumy Overnment, cause
m
jF‘awbush and could even change 'P

Legislature 1o tughen Oregon's

voter requirements, a move ap-‘,
parently aimed at concerns that the °
Rajneesh are offering street Mle

free lodging at Rajneeshpuram 8o

they can swell their voting clout, - ;. ’
: il

T
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tics doubt guru’s ‘,charity"‘:.‘_j'}

‘Skep ic

Power grab feared as cult 1'1; vites the nation’s homeless £

mavan o e
Several busloads of San Diego's bomeless ftreet peo. | ‘chort That ey say could wreal BAVGE —————— -
“There's a lot of fear, a lot of suspicion bere,” said

ple. who accepted an offer of free lodging at an Oregon
commummynotﬁndthepueefdpanduetheym Wasco County Clerk Sue Proffitt. “What has happened :
to us here would be like having another half-million "
‘::g}:m:odealypgnkeddawnonyouin&nbiego.ﬂi
ple who have the stated intest of movin
| taking control” 2 Tl S = d : ’gmmd '
The Rajneeshees already have tak Al
gmall town pear the comm Emeno;;
be the government of Wasco County,” Proffi

Tnstead, they may find themselves i a political cross-
fire between disciples of East Indian g:m Bbagwan
Shreeworl:gneah a::)ongume theresit!ensofarl!r‘xl"l.'en-

n area who resent the presence -
old commune, called Raj ! the_s-year

The Rajneeshees say they are inviting transients from
major cities across the nation as a charitable act, a way
of ghanng the wealth of their 2,000-member commune,
_which boasts status as a city and has a booming tourist

]

“They've told us that b

trade.

on Jocals sav commune members are doing

The Oreg
it to beef up their voting power in upcoming elections, in

S| o

ez

- piands

said. “N~- —g YODE Of
. - —» o running. }f any of the
bomeless did run, I think I'd vote for
them over what we have running the
government here now.

“The people who are criticizing us
for bringing in the homeless are the
same ones who criticized us in the
past for not doing charitable works.
These are people who are so bigoted
that they think that if you're not fun-
damentalist Christians you're the
anti-Christ. We don't take what they
say about us seriously.”

Sunshine said the commune has
collected about 900 transients since it
began contacting them on the na-
tion’s urban streets in early Septem-
ber, offering them three-month trials
of commupe life and tickets home if
they didn't like it.

She said the commune will contin-

*Commiune ;
S1n |

Cootioved From B-1-

“We're not interested in tabi=-

over Wasco Countv #r==-

_ A Rajneeshee spokeswoman, who i
- only as Sunshine, denied that possibility.
Please see COMMUNE, B-7 .

ue bringing in transients as long as
there is housing for them. She added ° -
she could not estimate how many
could be absorbed.

County officials said they fear the
commune could import 4,000 to 5,000
potential bloc voters — enough to tip
the balance in the sparsely populated
area in a write-in g j

Wasco County Judge William Hul-
sey, who beads the county commis-
gion and is mot facing re-election,
called a government takeover a pos-
sibility. i _c

Oregon law, he said, allows a per-
son to register as a voter after a 20-
day residency and permits registra-
tion up to the time the polls close on
election day. -

“We don't know yet what the
chances are,” be said. “We haven't
seen any major increase ip voter reg-
istration yet, but it could all hit at
the last minute. The possibility is
very real” : /

~
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The Associated Press ;
RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore. —

brought to this commune<ity by
disciples of Indian guru Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh vowed Tuesday
to help their benefactors by vot-
ing against a state legislator in
November.

The Rajneeshees have denied
that the homeless people were
bused in from across the nation to
enlarge their voter rolls.

personal secretary, said Tuesday
that she ‘“hadn’t thought of vot-
ing” when the disciples began re-
-cruiting the homeless.

But the county is so “bigoted it
deserves to be taken over,' she

said. .

e Rajneeshees began busing
indigent people from various
parts of the country to Rajneesh-
puram in recent weeks in what
the Rajneesh foliowers say was
an experiment in communal liv-
ing and charity.

More than 40 of the street peo-
ple spoke glowingly of their new
home at a news. conference,
which began with a song called
Goodbye Wayne. Ma _Anand
Sheela said the song was aimed at

ale Kep. ayne Fawbush,
whose distnct includes Rajneesh-
puram and who is up for re-elec:
ionh Nov. 6

Sean Osborme of Santa Cruz,
Calif., said he hadn't planned to
vote until he saw a'state legislator

_on television,
“Nobody asked me to vote, ['ve

Ma Anand Sheela, the guru's

never voted in my entire life ...

Some of the 900 “street people”

(but) I am going to register and 1
am going to vote against (Faw-
bush),’ Osborne said. He said he
did not know the legislator's
name. 2 ey -
*In two months, we’re going to
drop a peace bomb on Washing-
ton,” added Richard Williams of
Berkeley, Calif. .
Meanwhile, Rajneeshees in
nearby Antelope voted Tuesday
on a proposal to name the town
after Rajneesh. = ot
The town’s 90 registered voters !
had to cast absentee ballots after
a flap over whether the polling
site should be transferred into the
Rajneesheepartoftown. = . .
Only a handful of Antelope’'s
original residents remain. Most

_moved after the sect members

took control of Antelope's govern- .
ment and raised taxes. The street
people who spoke were highly
complimentary of the Rajnee-
shees, with some even vowing to
die for them.

N\ Joseph Coulson of Portland said
he was sent to Rajneeshpuram by
a counselor at the Burnside Com-
munity Council, which helps the
homeless in that city.

“1 was sent ... to see if I could
find anything wrong. 1 apologize
for coming under those pretenses,
and if they'll still have me, I'd
love to stay,"” he said.

Two of the testimonials came
from people who said they had ex-
changed drugs for love. -

“Love is the best high I ever
had,” sald Scott Bumnett of De-
troit.
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hom eless
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RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore.
(UPI) — Several of the homeless
people who were transported to

Rajneeshpuram recently have left -

the religious commune saying
they were being pressured to

) ecomemeTnBersa;Be TOUp and -
10 vote in Wasco Countv's Novem- -

ber election the way the Ra)-

peeshees wanted.

meace Jones,.who was trans-

ported by bus from Washington, .

D.C. to Rajneeshpuram, said he
and a Iriend requested to leave the

"commune because he felt the Raj-

neeshees were trying to -
brainwash the homeless Te -

. and encourage them to vote in the

overnber election. .
ones also said he felt the °
bomeless people had been misled -
about what they would be doing at -
the commune and he thought he -
would be getting a paying job. .- .
Richard Hartwell was recruit- - -

~ed from Portland to travel to the :

commune. He spent nine days at
the ranch and said he felt the .

homeless were expected to act
like Rajneeshees while at the
ranch. He said they were asked to -
participate in activities like
meditating and attending the daily
drive-bys of Indian guru Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh in one of his Rolls
‘Ro ces. . ‘.
Hartweu said during an onenta-
tion session the homeless were en-
couraged to vote in the Wasco
County election.
“"You don't have to if you don't
want to, but they encourage you to

go out and vote to keep this com-

munity going,"” be said. -
“It's very important to them —

they need the viles — they need

‘them to keep their community
alive,”” Hartwell said.

Ma Prem Sunshine, a spokes-
man for the Rajneeshees, denied
Hartwell’s claims. The number of
homeless who have arrived In Raj-
neeshpuram so far has been es-
timated at about 500 and Sunshine
sald about three busloads a day
are arriving from cities such as

Lds Angeles, Washmgton San
Francisco, New York, Seattle and
Portland. _

She said lhey are currmtly liv-
ing in cabins but the commune has
also purchased modular housing
units from a housing complex at
Challis, Idaho, which have been

mentioned as possible bousing for
them. N

She said the homeless are freev
to either practice or not practice
any part of Rajneeshism.
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- RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore. —- With the enthusiastic
-_'apgroval of many of their 900 “guests,” disciples gf
«Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh have announced
.3 campaign to drive a state legislator out of office. |

« The Rajneeshis prefaced a news conference fea
-ing testirnonials from more than 40 of the “street peo-
eple” bused in from around the nation with a song
«aimed at Rep. Wayne H. Fawbush, D-Hood River. |

+ “Goodbye, Wayme,” they sang. “.. . Your campaign’s
«going down the drain, glub, glub, glub.” . ;

+ The disciples previously denied that their * ri-
ement,” which brought buslcads of bomeless people to
< this central Oregon commune-city, was designed to e
clarge its voting population. ERy e e e e B U
o« Ma Anand Sheela, the guru's outspoken nal
ssecretary, said she hadn't thought of potential votes
swhen disciples began recruiting the homeless. But,
s when detractors accused the sect of suck a motive, she
*said, she liked the idea.

. “The county is 50 . .. bigoted it deserves to be taken
tover,” she said.

. Fawbush, whose district includes Gilliam, Hood Riv-
ser, Sherman, Wasco and Wheeler counties, could not
*be located for comment. )

+_ He faces a challenge Nov. 6 from Republican John
*Lundell of The Dalles.

» Ma Anand Sheela accused Fawbush of trying to take
saway the new arrivals’ voting rights.

s “If they touch any one of our people, ... I'll have 15
,of their heads,” she said. .

*  Under Oregon law, voters must live in the state at
sleast 20 dagz fore an election.

: Sean Osborne of Santa Cruz, Calif., said be hadn't
eplanned to vote until be saw a television interview
Jwith a state legislator whose name be did not know.

* “Nobody asked me to vote. I've pever voted in my
sentire life ... (but) I am going to register and I am
.going to vote against you,"” he said.

+ “In two months, we're going to drop a peace bomb
Eg: 1}‘}insmngum." added Richard Williams of Berkeley,

P00 OYPOOPISLIT

~
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tur-
o- Oregon.
: R%)neahi opponents, meanwhile, have announced a

-both

SUrEet people in recent weeks as

Rajneeshis announce plan |
defeat Orego

n legislator

puram, ajnees

Tuence the outcome of state an eral elections in

plan to move en masse to Wasco County to prevent the
sect from taking over the county government.

A similar controversy erupted in 1982, when the
nearby town of Antelope sought to disincorporate
rather than have the disciples overrun the community.

Antelope’s population of 40 more than doubled as
sides meved in voters from elsewhere in Oregon.
State law allows registered Oregon voters to move
into a town on election day, register and vote. The
Antelope proposal failed two years ago, but the town
was voted out of existence Tuesday.

Antelope voters, now comprised primarily of the

's followers, decided to change the town’s pame to °

'}‘he new Raineahpunm residents who spoke Tues-
day — many of whom had been at the commune only a
few days — gave glowing reviews of their benefactors,
and most said the{bp ed to stay. Some even.said
lb? would die for the Rajneeshis.

oseph Coulson of Portland said he was sent to

Rajneeshpuram by a counselor at the Burnside Com-
munity Council, which bhelps the homeless in that city.

“Iwassent ... toseeif I could find an&mnf g
I apologize for coming under those pre and if
they’ll still have me, I'd love to stay,” be said.

“T'm still in the mUcal stages,” said Michael An-/
thony Groom of W gton, D.C. ' i

The Rev. Tom Durkin, a Catholic priest from Penn-
sylvania, said he was on assignment for the Ecumeni-:
cal Catholic Diocese of America to study the
Rajneeshis’ experiment.

“There I3 no contradiction between Jesus and,
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. ... I'd like to say, Drop:
your fear, Catholic Church,’ ” he said. »




e S . )
d »
’ o AN Y .
e e Saetem 1 e
i PR ST

Closizm

b

e ——————

' 7 ¢
Jllen's . €. 8 Fn. 1888 "
il D7 PO s
h e gl e .

Group_sticks
with ;;’Iéwto
stack votes
against guru

By HASSO HERING
Democrat-Herald Writer

Re)ectmg ing advice from Secretaryol :

State Norma Paulus, Albany residents
Joanne Boies and Marilyn Bardin said
‘today they and others would pursue
their plan to stack the voting rolls in
Wnas: C:tamty in November.
: y have visions of getting up to
10,000 other Oregonians t;mgove to
. Wasco County just in order to vote Nov.
* 6 and counteract what they fear will be
- increased voting strength by the
followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh.

They've had a few calis from people
interesting in joining the venture, and
they may start holding meetings soon,
perhaps 2t the Albany Public Library,
Boies said this morning.

She said others were active in the ven-
ture in Portland, Myrtle Creek, Med-
ford and Madras.

Boies, Bardin and Albany resident
Talbot *‘Robbie” Robinson talked with
Paulus in Salem Tuesday. They were
accompanied by two other women, one
from Corvallis and one from Albany,
who Boies said wanted to remain
unidentified. .

Paulus warned them that going to
Wasce County briefly just to vefe

. against the Rajneeshees would con-
stitute a class C felony. But Boies said
the legal question hinged on voters’ in-
tention, “and they can't prove what my
intentions are."

She said she might get a motel room,
Eumduce rent receipts and even look to

y real estate to establish herself as a
Wasco County voter.

Bardin said, *‘What we're doing is not
legal. . . but I don't know that it's
morally wrong. . . We're trying to keep
them from taking over the state.”

The mid-valley residents involved in
the controversy are a loosely knit group
that formed a few years ago under the
name “Concerned Citizens" to fight
utility-rate increases. Later they
adopled the anti-Ra jneesh cause.

- without getting a reputation
as being a bunch of bigots,” Mrs.

In a pews interview on Portland’s * "+

Boies said her group today would ask
state Sen. L.B. Day, R-Saiem, Rep.
Mike McCracken, D-Albany, and other
legislators to sponsor legislation con-
solidating sparsely led eastern
Oregon counties as Wheeler and

. Grant with larger ones. She said this

would help prevent political takeovers
of small counties.

Wheeler County, she said, has only 800
voters.

" About 2,000 of the guru's followers live
.- in Rajneeshpuram, and the Ra-

also have taken control of the

= town of Antelope 18 miles away.

Wasco County has about 12;900

. registered voters, including 751
. registered at Rajneeshpuram and 175 in

the Antelope precinet, which includes

" the town and environs.

On Tuesday, the secretary of state

" . warned the o ts not to be so
" acrimonious in their criticism of the Ra-
- jneeshees, who they contend are an

. “alien cult.”

*‘Oregon has enough g;oit‘)légsst'
c

Paulus said.

Meanwhile, at least one legislator,
Rep. Wayne Fawbush, D-Hood River,
told the Associated Press he thinks the
Rajneeshees are making an effort to in-
crease their political clout in the area.

Fawbush's district includes part of _
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Street people
ﬂ ap heats up
in Rajneeshpuram

.RAJNE‘.ESHPURAM Ore.
(UPI) — Disciples of the Indian
guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh will
use forc€ T NECESSATY to protect
themselves and hundreds of street
people "who are moving to their
commune as part of a program to
aid the homeless, a leader says.

.ZAuthorities and residents near
lhecemral Oregon religious com-
munity of Rajneeshpuram have
speculated that the recent mﬂux of

secmtary to the Bha

“bigoted pigs outside” the com-
against lmerterlng with its

px&ct to help the street people.
; It they touch any one of our
pebble, I'll have 15 of their heads,
aq‘fi I mean business,” s2id Sheela,
0 sometimes carries & gun.
Members of the Rajneesh police
force also carry high-powered

Wﬁi

bout 300 singing street people
gatﬂered in a meadow to deny
claims they are being given free
rodm and board at the commune to
hefg swing the Nov. 6 elections.

Many of the homeless le
ﬁi;ﬂ, xﬁ‘oulgﬁ, They_plan Eosggl'voe

ause they are angry over aiie-
gasions by local residents that they
are-being used as voting pawns by
the commune. -
v..The street people sang a song,
led by disciples, that warned
Democratic state Rep. Wayne
Fawbush, a critic of the sect, that

) puram, a city th

hxsre-decuoneﬂonhmm

Wayne, your campaign ie
down the drain. Glub, glub, glub. .
The street people, almost all ol
them dressed in the red clotting
wom by disciples, gathered under
a tent and took tums sa how
L!;ey have Iound b(:pe for a
e
The Bhagwan, who claims
500,000 foliowers worldwide, lives

founded I the
sparsely populated area after emi-
grating {rom Poona, India, in 1981, -

The Rajneesh Humanity Trust:
plans to invite at least 2,000
destitute people from major citles
around the country to live for free
at the commune. About 900 street’

lehavecomesohrfrom New

rk, Los Angeles, Chicago, Phoe-

nix San Francisco and € where.
and more were arriving by daily.

Another 500 disciples have ar-
rived to take part in a $250-a-month
residency program, the
total population to 3,100.

" Under Oregon law, anyone who
can prove residency 20 days before
an election can vote.

Disciples contend they wish to
share their abundance with the:
needy, but some Wasco County
officials are worried that the
newcomers will vote in a bloc with
the Rajneeshees.

The disciples used their vo(tn&
DOWET (WO ears apo [o tak

OW_CONtIu telownagov

;m}nen!
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Commune-recrmted street people say they’ll vote in electlon

Unnod Press intemnational

RAJNEESHPURAM, dre
— About —J00singing, “Yed

fnarbed street people gathered

: a meadow Tuesday to deny

" claims they were given free
homes st an Indian guru's
commune to help the sect

. c:mtrol upcoming local elec-
tions

Mnn§ of the homeless._m-
ple said, oué , they plan t

VO e e OV e ection

i OVC
CR & ons b ocali 3

- SO
* warned state Ke

‘p_a_wnsb the comm
(furu__disciples sald h
P

to harm the comimune’s res
dents. .
dne srest prople sang
sciples
ayn
awbush, a c of the sect,
that his re-election eflort is 39
anger,
e song’ begnn. “Goodbysé,
Wayne, your campaign f

. going down the drain. Glul,

.
an P -

glub. glub.”

One newcomer, Shawn Os-
borne of Santa Cruz, Calif.,
said he never has voted in his
life and denied that any
Rajneeshee has told him to
vote

The strreet people, almost -

all of them dressed in the red

clothing worn by disciples, -

gathered under a tent in Walt

Whitman Grove and took

turns saying they have found
hope for a better life.

" Guru Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh, who clnl_ms 500,000

_ &=

1ollowu's worldwide, lives
with 1,700 disciples at.
Rajneshpumm. a city they
founded in sparsely populated
central Oregon after moving
to the area from Poona, Indxa.
in 1981

» O‘glés plan to lnvxte
at least 2 destitute people

.from major cities around the

country to live for free at the
commune. About 900 'street
people have come so far from
New York, Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, Phoenix, San Francisco

and elsewhere and more are

e, | Mg —— R TR

an‘wmg by buses daily.
Another 600 disciples have

arrived to take part in a $250- -

a-month residency program at
the commune, swelling the
total population to 3,200. Un-
der Oregon law, anyone who
: mi prove residency 20 days
b ore an election can vote.

Disciples contend the pro-
gr is aimed at sharing
thelr abundance with the nee-
dyi but area officials are wor-
ried that the newcomers will
vote in a bloc with the
Rapneeshees in November.

S N

‘The discngles used thel;
votin wer two years ago
fo faie over the nearby ham-
ot o7 A ialipaand i o
Trol the fown:s Toca Jl overn-

ent. .
Jam Anahd Sheela, the
guru's personal secretary,
cautioned the *“bigoted Epigs
outside'” against interfering -
with the commune's project to d
aid the homeless.

“If they touch any one oi :
our people. I'll have 15 of .

their heads, and I mean bus!-
ness,”’ Sheela said. i s

g
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42 278¢ounty voters,
3,000-4,000 potentlal
estlmated by officials

Only July 31, there were 12.278,
_voters registered In Wasco County .

and some officials here believe some
3,000 to 4,000 people are eligible to
register but have not cone so.

That was the estimate of County
Clerk Sue Proffitt when asked to
evaluate the latest vote registration
figures. The county population is
about 21,000 based on projections
made since the 1880 census. Votlers
in Oregon must be 18 years old.

A voter must establish Oregon
residence .20 days  before
registration application. A voter
who moves from one address to
another, even within the same
precinct, must re-register under the
new address.

Students away from home . at

Precinct -

19 Rajneeshpuram
20 Col. BasinTD '
21 Dry Hollow TD

22 Mill Creek TD .

23 Wahtonka

24 Chepowlith Pdmary
25 Mosier

26 Petersburg

27 Dutur’ :

28 Tygh Valley

29 Barlow Gate

30 Maupin

31 Antelope

81 Nazarsne.Ch. TD
82 Col. erght TC

83 Zion Lutheran TD
84 Calvary Baptist TD
85 Gateway Presbyterian TD
86 Evangeiical Church TD
87 TD Junior High

88 Church of God TD

-

_TOTALS

© . 480

- 831,

college and Wasco County residents
serving in the military can register
to vote in the county,

The clerk’s office estimates an
election turnout of up to 10,000 voters
in November.

The potential for additional
reglistration based on residents
becoming 18 years old, people who
have not before registered and new
residents is estimated at 3,000 to
4,000 staff members in the clerk’s
office said.

Proffitt sald her office had
received 15-20 calls through Tuesday
afternoon from citizens Inquiring
about voter registration total in

.connection with: the Rajneesh

Commune’s project of bringing
homeless and jobless people to

Rajneeshpuram.

Proffitt sald that she advises
callers that they can ask people to
register and vote. On Monday and

“Tuesday, The Chronicle received

telephone calls in relation to voter
registration and the concern that the

additional people at Rajneeshpuram
could impact the county election.

The newspaper became aware
also that some senior citizens In THe
alles area received telephone
vitations to s
Rajneeshpuram. One man told The
Chronicle he believed he was called
based on the fact he was a former
8u r
(]
was no

the ranch.

rested in going to live o

‘ Was_co‘_ County July 31 Voter Registration

467
276
139
124

- 614

372
254
115
202
151

755
569
314
284
1,074
627

257
633
251
366 219
607 340
15§ QT £
oA
‘305
398
.333
282
358
329
493

637
742
723
562
716
680
995

] - REP

IND
260 28
222 71
143 ' 32
114 46
281

17
132
115 27
263 78

69 31
110 . 37
212 55

71 13
288. . 92 .
275 SAL Y

84
94 -

90

70
95

74
133

210
263
277

—

12,278 6,403
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tnalnlehmwlnthcudeul
cmmllllennd
up-nmdcmnhml

why Nativity scenss are not allowed
on courthouse steps.”

By BARBARA HICKS

Prolfitt responded to an an- in to the question, “How

J pouncement by an Albany group anmqgotbyvllhlclueddtyln
voting citizens of Wasco_  ihat said they a free nation,” Fawbush said this s

’\ Chresicle Staff Writer
!

The
Coun ve not yet up o
what to wi
mg h—m
L State

members to Wasco County to
register to vote on Nov. 6.
w]§ you're publicly saying that

. Wayne  you're coming here to violate

2 election laws, 1

. He me
qunndoemocnchmnh
an informal discussion, that ff the

_ yoters don’t_face up o I the .
R ﬁlluesﬂ “will delermine th

B o

gon

't want to see
you,” she sald. “'We don't need that
kind of help. If you're sincerely
interested n moving o Wasco
County, then you've welcome to

€ reglster and vote.”

oulcorme ton.” |

OFDW.mtheruul!dncml
Mﬂmdnudmud&m
7,000 homeless Americans from
- around the nation.

ami Krishna Devs, mayor of
m weel
at the courthouse about

stering o vole, Tounty CATE She
Esﬂn said.

The pr facing the election

| Nov. ¢ for county positions igoes

beyond partisan politics,” Fawbush

sald. He urged 3 massive voter

. registration drive in Wasco County,

| saying that the voters must beat the

‘ Rajneesh by legal mears rather
than by illegal means.

' Proffit agreed, saying that the
Rajneesh function within the law,
“then charge us with voter fraund
This is what would happen If anti-
Rajneeshees came to Wasco County
on election day, registered to vole,
then left, Proffit and Fawbush
agreed. They could prove voter
fraud because they could prove the
voters came in just for the election.
Ihe immigrants to M|mesh%m
have no former addresses, 30
could not roven, raw

Wasco County has 12,800
reglistered volers including the %7

" yolers in Rajneeshpuram and {n the

Antelope precinct, sccording o

Protfitt. In a general election 10,000

non-Rajneeshees usually vote. They

would need 6,000 to swing the
election their way, Proftitt sald.
in a telephone conversation today,

Proffitt and Fawbush estimated
that there are another 4,000 eligible
people In Wasco County, including
teenagers and senior citizens who
have not registered to vote. .
Fawbush told the audience, “We
have to go forward from here with
the most active campalgn drive
we've ever had.” This means that
when someone begins takking about
the problem, respond in three ways:

«First, ask them If they have
registered to vote.

wSecond, ask them If they have
friends who have not yet registered.

«Third, band them & voter
registration foem,” Fawbush said.

Fawbush cautioned people to
maintsin thelr “cool” in dealing
with the situation. 0

“These people are trying to create
o confrontation,” he said. They need
this to maintain coheslon of their
organization, he added. “We must
maintain our civility’ and our sell-
respect, he said.

Fawbush said he put in & I:Fl

ues! (7] V.

suncil to determine f there

aud wilh bringing (n 1ar;

bers of people. He a

3. TGunclTo delerimine If any possible

thanges In the Oregon election lawe
could prevent people being brought
lormepuxvoouolvodng.umeuh
a possibility of dolng this without
restricting other peopla's rights, he
may request a special session to
implement these changes.

At this point the possibility is
remote, however, he said. J

themol!unpoﬂlnlm u."uwd..uuumv-mhu

barbara hchaihe crwoncle

ated from left are Lydia
hesdquarters here 8

Democratic Women's Club. Se
n of Democratic campal
Columbia ‘Women's Club

ush and County
atration and the
a meeting of the

PROSPECTS OF NOV.
Clerk Sue Protfitt,

'_ergsnccu of the Nov.

p. Wayne Fawbd
ssed voter regl
here on Monday at

Willett, chalrms
Kay Spivey, Mid-
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RAINEESHPURAM, Ore. —
Untl 11 days sgo, Willlam White
was collecting aluminum cans for a
Living and sleeping on the sidewalks
of Washington, D.C.

Then, in a soup line, he heard
about a new program, where he'd
be fed and clothed for free and
could “sit back and relax” on a
ranch where John Wayne once
fimed one of his westerns — if only
he would take a free fourday bus
nde across the continent into the
badlands of central Oregon.

“You gotta understand, when
you're 1n Washingtan, people don't
call you ‘sr,” ** White said. “When
] got off the bus here, this lady
comes up to me and says, ‘Pardon

. me, sir, can | take your bag?’

An attractive woman took his
ciothes to the laundry. Another
woman gave While some new ones.
Two sets. They gave him a hot
meal and two glasses of beer and
an A-frame cabin with wall-to-wall
carpeting.

Colors of amrise

The 2l-yearoid street hustler,

wha was more accusiomed, he
says, t0 being addressed with
adjectives that begin with
“muther’” than ‘“‘sir,”” thinks it's so
pleasant at the ranch that he might
siay on for a few months.
. Helisopeof
oroxTy” en, wh
here by the people who wear the
colors of sunnse and worship &
wispy, silent Indian gurv named
Bha Shree Ra 3

As the neighbonng ranchers
and sheep farmers in spersely
populated Wasco County wetched
the buses roll up the highway
toward the ranch, a chilling fear
began 10 take hold. Now most of
the county outside Raj puram

1,000 st .
o"v!ep le'e!'? bmpzmlel K

County fears Rajnee

Part 1

This is the first & & two-part series
surand

examining the cootreversy
ing the Rajpeeshees in central Oregon. .

part of some larger scheme of the
Rajneeshees, as Bhagwan's discl-
ples are called, to take over the
county government.

“Our main fear is a takeover, a
loss of control,” sald William L.
Hulse, chairman of Wasco County’s
three-member county commission.

The pian, the current thinking
here goes, is that these street
people will be smothered with
kindness and then persuaded to
register 0 vote — ali to give the
Rajneeshees a rather substantial
voting block in local elections this
fall.

“Look what they’'ve done in
other elections,” said Wasco Coup-
n e ree s W

em _fmove n it
er_in_major underta b
t's construction of a
major dam or bringing in 20,000
le for their summer festivals.
es, | think they can do this.”
Numbers feared
Like White, the new arrivals
aYE FIONTy anetnpityed.” Rany of
them are drunks or derelicts. A few
are drug addicts. They come from
places llke New York, Chicago,

Phoenix and Los Angeles. From .

every city that has a mission and a
soup line and a populstion that lives
on the street. Seventy are from
Puerto Rico, aithough after a fight
between two of them at the ranch,
recruiting efforts in Puerto Rico
were

1s convinced that the derelicts are

£4

.

3
=4}
-

ALz

William White left Wash-
ington, D.C., for Rajneesh-
puram with the promise of
free food and clothing.

“The bi fear wouid be the
Numbers ol i volun,
, CeXpIathuUT

County has only 12,000

_ registered voters.

Hulse s the only commissioner
not up for reelection and he's
afraid come November he may be
sharing duties with two Rajnee-
shees elected 23 write-in candi-
dates.

The leaders of the Rajneeshees
scoff at such a notion, saying their
original motive for bringing in the
homeless was to share their weslth
with those in need. But that

of the residents of Wasco

me
Lounty have E ven them (he 13ed
gbout voting, they ask, why no

““We're trying to inspire a life-
of dignity with love and respect,”
said Ma Prem Sunshine, a ‘spo-
keswoman for the Rajneeshees.
“There is a paranola about take-
overs. We have no need 1o control
Wasco County government.”

Ma Anand Sheela Silverman,
- the pistol-carrying president of the

. Rajneesh Foundation International,

said: “This wun? is 80 bigoted it
rves to be taken over.

&Emmm live

far from from Rajnesshpuram con-

‘cede that the Rajneeshees have

The Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh rides a

.

= e -

Rolis-Royce through Ra)

JENNIFER
neeshpuram,

ﬁeg takeo

er

One.. ®

to the adoration of his followers. His town has taken root, but neighbors sti

elected officials.

The Wasco County Commission
must approve building permits for
Rajneeshpuram. With a majority
on the the

to Rajneeshee bullduu. projects
would end.

Congressman Denny Smith, a
Republican, is on record as saying
he wants the guru deported.

Oregon state Rep. Wayne Faw-
bush, a Democrat whose district
Includes Rajneeshpuram, ssys he
wants the Rajneeshees’ city dis-
mantied and has announced his
own effort to call a special session
of the Oregon Legisiature to draft
legislation that would prevent the
newest residents of Rajneesh-
puram from voting in November.

Oregon voter registration law
requires simply that new voters
reside in the state for 20 days
before registering to'vote. They
can register to vote as late as
election day. :

Incorporation ruling

Proffitt sa she began
question !E_e ;:ilEE' ﬁ
407 rovidin ree room
Jor_the sireet e after Raj-

Deeshpuram's. mayor wam
Xns va, e to in-
guire a voler regisira

ures. Prolit{ Tigures The Ra

ees  real motives will be known
by Oct. 16 — 20 days before election

day. .
With two Rajneethees on the
county commission, the Rajnee-
shees could more eafslly_protect
their city of Rajneeshpuram, which
- has been challenged in the courts.
The Orsen Creirt Af Arnaatle

PeRgpYfor~ witing 10 —"TGied -

“replace various

of Rajneeshpuram is ifvaifd, and
the tasue has been sent back to the
Wasco county commissioners to

NOArs, emolions are running .
Fear breeds speculation, .
tion breeds rumors. Now, talk is
that If the Rajneeshees win gontrol,
property taxes will go up,

road money will be diverted
pave the county road leading
Rajneeshpuram and county em-

ployees will be fired and replaced -

with Rajneeshees.

Fawbush's call to convene the
legisiature only managed to align
the street people with their bene-
factors. Some of Rajneeshpuram's
new residents called & press con-
ference 10 announce they hadn't
thought about registering to vote
before, but they will now.

High turnout

For instance, White has never
been registered to vote, but he said
he may cast a voie against Faw-
bush just for trampling on his
rights.

“I ain't ever voted in my lfe,”
White said. “But if there’s this
person that wants to stop these
guys from voting, I'm gonna regis-

tas ¥ Thardea il Mevman heinas.- .
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- Newcomers

They’ll Vote
With Guru

By Puul Liberatore
Chionicle Corroopondens

Rajmeeshpuram, Ore.

Tlhc Rajneeshees (rottcd
out their new friends, the
homeless, at a revival-style
tent meeting yesterday — and
many of the mnewcomers
pledged to vote for Jocal
Rajacesh candidates in the No-
vember clection.

The speakers often criticized
US. society but were full of praise
for life here in the Oregon desert,
sayng it is all hugs and love and
three square meals a day.

Cindy Goldstein, a 22-year-old
self-described “body worker” from
Santa Cruz, said, “I came here be-
cause | didn't want to compete in
the rat race of society and pretend
10 be someone I'm not. This is home,
definitely home.”

Yesterday's event was a closely
supervised media event designed to
fire back at critics of the rich and
powerful religious movement.

The Rajneeshees say they
bused in 800 poor people from citics
all over the country so that they can

share their abundant lifestyle with’
the less fortunate. P&

These poor are living in small
cabins and undergoing medical
tests before being integrated into
the religious group’s regular popu-
lation of about 1000. Many of them
are remaining, but others are leav-
ing the ranch, saying they are dis-
satisfied.

Opponents of the growing reli-
Rious community Tn contral Oregon
gre calling this sudden benevolentt

d

(

Two new arrivals at the ranch, both wear|

igh _priestess of the Rajneesh

fhurch.

Scveral of the new arrivals
romiscd vesterday lo vole r
Ea neeshec candidaics on Novem

L
'F'_'j;! U Yel (hey said they got the Idca
rom hostile media and from out-

side politicians, not from the disci-
ples of the Jndian guru Bhagwan
Shree Rajneesh.

“I'm not a fool,” said Sean Os-

)

AP VY Tru
Ronk By SN,

o &y

at Rdjneesﬁ Ranch

"‘-y.’?:‘: . ‘..\‘.l’-
RS ¥Ivead
” LY o

borne, a 24-year-old street musician
from Santa Cruz. “I've been here
nine days and nobody has asked me
to vote. 2 ;

“I've never voted In my life, but
1 saw a politician on TV the other
night saying | was brought here lj
vote. Now I amn going to register an
vote against him.”

Only about 150 or so of the 800
strect people who are supposed to
be here appeared at the press cone
ference, which was held under §
parachute tent in the dusty valle
where they are living three to
room 1n tiny A-frame cabins.

There were blacks. whites, Hi
panics, Amecrican Indians, mev

., fo "

l;\g baseball caps, wcriy watched guﬁvd armed with a
semi-automatic weapon yesterday during the Bhagwan Shree Rejneesh’s drive-by in a Rolls-Royce

a dirty trick 'simed at stuffing the
Pallot box and allowing the lhinee-
shees 10 take over the governmen

&i Wasco (‘numx.

*The county is so bigoted that it
deserves y

women, young and old. Most of
them wore the red, orange and pur-
ple clothing of the Rajnecsh reli-
gion, but without the beaded neck-
laces bearing pictures of the guru
that true disciples wear.

Richard Williams. 62, a Social
Security recipient from Berkeley,
said he hooked up with the Rajnee-
shees in People's Park recently.

lle wok the speaker's micro-
phone and announced that “this
community Is showing America
we're not derelicts — und we can
make a big difference when it
comes ime to vote in November.”

Two of the threc scats on the
Wasco County Commission, which
is the equivalent 10 San Francisco's
Board of Supcrvisors, are up for
grabs in November. If the Rajnee-
shees can put 4000 votes together,

i they could capturc the two scats

with a write-in campaign and thus
~control county government.

‘>*There is evidence that the
Rajncceshees don't win every vote,

., however. After yesterday’s session,

P—— - =

Newcomer Ron Adams of New York bfy,

Photos by Chrss Stqwact
wearing @ straw hat,

joined local followers of the guru in cheering a3 he dreve by them

about 10 homeless people were driv-
cn in 8 van to a nearby town where
they can catch budes out of the area.
The Rapmneeshees provide those who
decide 10 leave whh a free bus tick-
et and some spending money for the
trip.

Before getiing aboard the van,
a young carpenter toting his tool
belt sald he was going home to Den-
ver 10 & good job.

*) just came Bere to sec if it was
for real.” he said. "It's real for sume
people, but not for me.”

The guru, who preaches a con-
glomeration of Fastern and West-
ern religions an@ human potential
philosophy, estaplished this settle-
ment on a formes cattie ranch three
years ago.

The followears who came along
with_ hin_quickiv_ 100k “over_the

Jourd ol Edycafion and Ciy Con

cil of the small town of Antelope,

and now manv oppunents feel th
Rroup ©s making a move on {

nly s vernment,

The Rajneeshees smay theyl
continue to bus in homeless people
10 reach their goal of 2000 in the
commumty.

-Not everyone who has been
shipped o the ranch follows the
company line. After watching the
Bhagwarn take his daity Rolls-Royce
drive through the commune, a 34
year-old bridge panter from South
Carolina said he belicves the guru ds
a false prophet.

“This is all fake,” he said quiet.
ly 30 that none of the ever present
ranch residents could hear him.

“] came because fti's three
aquarcs 8 day and a place 10 sleep
for a while, but I'm getting bored. 1
won't be sround too inoch longer
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'Oregonians fearful
llof Rajneesh voters

S \'] By lloward Taylor Jr,
Examiner staff writer .
RAJNEESHPURAM. Ore. — A plan to resettle 2,000 of
the nation's homeless in the Rajneeshees’ “model city™ has
drawn charges from longtime area residents that followers
of the Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh are trying to take over the
county.
Tension in this northwestern Oregon farming county is
- runaning as high as the near 90-degree temperatures.

Already battling over land use and the constitutionality

of Rajnecshpurani, founded in 1981 by the Indian refigious
Jeader and his followers, Waco County officials and sect
leaders are now in a war of words over the Rajneesh
Humanity Trust's effort to resettle 2,000 homeless men and
women here.

Alrcady, an estimated 600 to 700 street people from San

Francrsco, New York, Chicago and other cities have joined

the permanent residents here, said giru spokeswoman Ma

Prem Isabel. Two weeks ago X people from the Bay Arca :

left for Rajnevshpuram, and a bus is expected in San

Francisco later this week to pick up anyone else who wants
.

to go.

. JFrustrated counly officials regard the recruitment -
; 7S¢e back page, col. 5

HomeTess swell cult’s voting clout

- '5 g__. —From Page A1 |
Man 10 give the Ra

, VOl n t COU T
eclon 0 ﬁanaﬂiush’:
® Nov. wn and &n_eveniua

P count nment,
yiew it as er (han
10 disrupt our county govern-
m«h, says William Hulse, county
Judge: and commissioner. “] think
their §

"lllhen'nnyleplmyoldohglt.
mns (&
. Rajneeshee luden say Hulse and

lesy votes null and vaid.
.- “1 have the state and press on my

| throst,” says Trust Presmdent Anand

¥ Sheels, who i also personal scerctary
to Rajneesh. “The state is beguning W
show its bigotry ... Therr rue color is

wmin(oulno\l )
+ Anteiope, about 19 miles from the

* stre. Rajnceshees control the seven-

f¢ tmamber Amelope Cty Council and ;

s autnumber non-member city resi-

"&uu by an overwhelming margin.

Sheela says she knows pothing of

?Jbelmwuwﬂucdmmhm

Ildnenndothaoﬂmhovuuydb

l "'hﬁm'llllllolhewumy m-yre

E\W pigs. The mly s \lled wn

(‘Aunlv eommlsdma Virgl) Ellett
-yi Sheela's attitude reflects the wall
of “uncooperation” county officials
¢ dave met when trying to deal with the
ilujmuhea He says Sheela's bostlle
ok only fuck the amiRajneeshee
Iunlmem that’s swecping this county
d 22,000,

M ““They're 30 suspicious, 60 para:
% pold.” nysﬂlﬂ.u,uhwtenmu‘m

Eiweagn “tarmer. “Togyre g 10

scared that if they turn around some
body's going 1o shoot them in the
back And somecbody will.

“They watch us like a hawk all the
time. They 80 everything but hold our
hands 10 go to the hathroom.*

Ellett fears the county’s hands are
tied in dealing with the Rajneeshees,
until the government or the courts act
to stop the sect's expansion.

“They took over Antel
id. ' Lok over the
100k over everythi

Cere 5\1 or 40 -og»k-\here twas
ig wn but E

and move . Now thevve

ey U the w
| q

gu&e Hulse says he $¢¢s no way of
improving the county’s relations with
the grpup ar ending its growth. But he
disagrees with Rep. Wayne Pawbush's
attemnpt Lo call the legislature into
special session o disqualify voues cast

by the Rajneeshee bomeloss.
1 “"You have to be extremely careful

. when you make leghlation and alm it

primarily at ane group of people,”

Hhe “Whenaver you make bog-

lation, L iRy one, it affects ev-

éryone. y, a8 this point in thine, 1

really sce no way of stopping them.
“} they would get a bloc vote of

Rio1e coupty.
The Ramoesh«“s homeless gumu

Easmenes grapincs

began arriving more than 8 week ago.
Some have fust ended 8 mandatorv
nineday quarantine, that includes
lmmglorpanulamdvmauldb

Uvmc and eating at a collection of
Adnme cbins in Whitman Grove,
they are shicided from the press, and
only those handpicked by Rajaceshee
leaders are allowed 10 speak to the
press. Several of the newcomers, how-
ever, were Interviewed on the county
road that runs through Rancho
Rapeesh.

All identified themseives as “Doo-
bie,” and said they had been asked
about thetr willingness to vote but had
not been pressured to do so.

“Thev asked me and [ said I might
f£aid one man, who discribed himaseldf
2 3 “packape frotn Santa Cruz”™

] Just came here because I'm tired
of tbe strevts | wanted W0 try some
thing new and it's pretty good. Some
gy beft already. But I'm staying. s
batter thap nothing.”

Rajnecesboe leaders would not say
bow weny tranuents had left the
@och but said all had been giyen re
turm bus tickets and jrav s

ost of the homelsss (n happy
bere” Sheels inssted “They're get-
ting along just beautiful n.eyn be
ginning o pick themsvlves up.”
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Rajneeshees tend to become ecstati
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Rajneeshees can swin
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1058 of their individual voice

"Il vou have @ proup that can
gontro the eieciion

€p Wayne
four-ierm  Democrat
whose distnct includes the city of
Rajneeshpuram.

The Rajneeshees view the fervor
over Lolilics with a certain irrever-
ence In the May pnmary election,
severs! hundred Rujneeshee voters
voted for Miss Piggy as a wnien
candwdate for secretary of state and
Pontius Piiate for the U.S. Senate.

There 1s a smugness as well

“Usaally, politicians are the low-
est grade of human form, proven to
he [rue eupecialiy 1in Wasco County ™
saMd Kajneeshpurem Mayor Swami
Knshna Deva * Tne only thing that

e
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“But 1t 1SNl B case -
It's a question of
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inceshees (n Oregon.

**No. I don't think nt's fair,

wasco County Commissioner

This is the second story in 8 two-part
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state officials and the Rajnc
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since the Raj
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past them in a car, But the

would change (if Rajneeshees were
elected) is the government would he
fairer.”

They have littie sympathy for the
residents who feel they've lost their
voice al the poils e Raineeshees
00k_over thé iown of Rajneesn,
lormer.v Anteiope by electing Then?.

Seives 1o the City_coundil Row ﬂ%
SaV the ornginal residents Can Moy
oul il they don't like the tum Joc
ponlics nas tahen 4

€ lear about the Rajneeshee
sirenglh at the polis has produced
some unusua! positions I1n local
political campaigns. Fawbush's Re-
publican  opponent suggested, for
example, that the Rajneeshees be
given their own county

Fawbush, not 10 be outdone, has

made sure his constituents received

an itemized list of the chalienges he
has mude 10 the Rajneeshees.
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oolantial powesat-
time residents of Wasco County in Oregon far from ecstatic.

“l have taken the lollov?m(
actions to ensure our laws are being
upheld . . . his letier begns.

ann_Wilis, a Democratic

Stll, some elecied officials con-
cede the difference between (he
Rajneeshee’s ciout and any other
single-interest group or lobbyist s
only s matter of degrees.

“It would be basically the same
a3 the influence of someone who
heavily contnbuied to a campaign,”
Hulse said.

The commussioner said the dif-
ference he sees 18 In the way the

Wa County residents believe
© thel W& Neesfees
" tne eleclion law. [ o
Tosing T vo®in

g the election

Rajneeshees think. And when h
comes to politics, as opposed to
rehigion, that bothers him._

“l think their thinking s some-
what controlled by their hierarchy.”
he said. "This is the fesling [ have.
This ts what my fear would be."

The Rajneeshees decry that as
just another form of religwous perse-
cution from residents who are con-
vinced the disciples of Bnagwan
Shree Rajneesh are bramwashed
members of a cult.

rarely have & policarehotns,
mory n e ferm

€ Cd a consuang
situation where there ts no Stability
with elected offictals,” Fawbush
suid. They could throw them our the
next time if anyone elected doesn't
agree with them 100 percent.*

ol losing & voI government, have
fueled the fervor over the election.
"We pnded ourselves on having
election laws that encourage people
lo vote,” said Fawbush. Now, he
fears, resdents of Wasco County

Fgwbush who 18 worned that the
o shees  wi 3
.NoumEr Y-rRD voling BISCE ™|
LLan_mean that Gasco County will
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may find they have more n
court than at the poll [}
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Events surrounding the controversial
cult may be coming to a head.
Many in Oregon fear the unstable
situation could turn
explosive.

Kt | hiscofhinmie‘isnbt an ordinary commhne;

lot of people are concerned about
pcisntial violence out there now.
Four months ago, I didn’t think
that was a possibility. But now I do.

*If they continue to lose in the courts,
which I'm sure they will, then we will
have to be much more careful. They are
getting very frustrated and will be getting
more so.”

The speaker is State Representative
Wayvne Fawbush, whose legislative dis-
trict includes the city of Rajneeshpuram,
a city under growing legal siege from a
variety of quarters, including 1000
Friends of Oregon, the Land Conserva-
tion and Development Commission
(LCDC). the Wasco County Court and
the Oregon court system. the federal Im-
migration and Naturalization Service
(INS) and the U.S. Attorney for the dis-
trict of Oregon, and the state attorney
general.

The Rajneeshees now face the follow-
ing real threats: the possibility of the loss
of the legal status of their city, which
could result in a legal order to dismantle
all or most of their buildings: the possibili-
ty of the indictment and arrest of Raj-
neeshpuram residents. inciuding top Raj-
neesh leaders. for criminal violations of
U.S. immigration laws: and the possibili-
ty of the arrest and deponation of their
revered leader. Bhagwan Shree ('Sir
God ) Rajneesh.

“They are.” savs Fawbush, "a bunch

of people who have gambled and are in
the process of losing. I am very con-
cerned.”

THE COURT BATTLES

In an affidavit filed on July 3 in U.S.
District Court in Portland, INS District
Director Carl Houseman revealed that
the INS “is presently conducting an on-
going investigation into suspected viola-
tions of immigration laws and related
criminal statutes by the Rajneesh Foun-
dation International and related organiza-
tions andsor their members.” He also
stated: “This investigation has now re-
sulted in the preparation of an extensive
investigative report which has been ve-
ferred 10 the U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Oregon for his consideration.™

According to sources familiar with the
INS investigation. the violations of immi-
gration laws referred to in the affidavit in-
volve alleged ‘“marriages of conven-
ience™ at Rajneeshpuram between U.S.
citizens and foreign nationals. The mar-
riages are allegedlv manufactured to help
Rajneeshees from other countries gain
entry into the United States or remain
here in violation of U.S. immigration re-
strictions. Savs one source close to the
case: "They [the INS] expect to get in-
dictments against twenty-five to thiny of
them. including at least half a dozen top
officials.”

BY Wi RicGORMAGK AKD BILL BREVER

26 CEPTEMHER 1983




flfth valley you enter into death..
‘ Ldlsappearmg. .- <./And one should be ready:. for
sZthis disappearance,oneshould be ready! Not =
SEL Dnly ready, butma deepwelcome'" ’

agwanasked themtokill someonenlse*'they
,onld,doat.-..

e hem'2o Kill themselves“xhey woulddo t.'slf,,‘
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ARMED FOR TROUBLE: Security vehicle paves way for Bhagwan...

WILLIAM BYRON MURPRY

“Peace Force” officer stands ready ...

THE WILL OF BHAGVYAN:
DRUGS AND PROSTITUTION?

His disciples say they will do anything for the Bhagwan.
Court testimony shows that willingness has led to drug
smuggling and prostitution.

| hat is the source of the Rajneesh
| cuit’'s astonishing wealth? As

Rajneeshees explain it, their

i moneyv denives almost exclusively from
sales of Rajneesh books and parapher-
nalia and from voluntary donations by

 wealthy followers.

But according to a scholarly journal
and transcripts of cnminal court pro-
ceedings. other sources existed that
may have contributed significantly to

. Rajneesh nches,

. In a 1980 arnticle in an English psy-

" chology journal called Encrgy and
Light. an ex-Rajneesh follower named

" David Boadella had this to say:

- “Atawell-knownreligious communi-
ty in the East . .. sannyasins are selling
their bodies on the open market to se-
cure the money 1o gain a home for their

" souls in the spintual community. This
may take the form of earnings from mas-
turbation-shows, or prostitution. and ts
tacitly encouraged by the community in
guestion. where the immoral earnings
are discreetly referred to as “getting
sweets.. ... At the same community
there iv an official poiicy that actively
discouruzes or even prohibits drug-tak-
ing. Unofficially. however. an active
drug run organized by sannyvasins
fiourishes with or ulongside the commu-
nitv, and peoplein need of money to buy
a pluce 1 the community are put in
touch with it covertly by high-ranking

leaders there. Five or six kilos of canna-
bis are secreted in false-bottomed suit-
cases. and are smuggled by plane via
Amsterdam and Paris to Montreal.
where they are sold for £9.000 [approx-
imately $20.000]. The drug-ring collects

£6.000 {approximately $13.000]. and the
person who smuggles the drugs collects '

£3.000 {approximately $6.500) toward
his ticket to heaven. Several sannvasins
are currently serving jail sentences for

participating in the drug run. Two of !

Whenyou surrender
~you have surrendered *
zall possibility-of saying
‘Whatsoeverthe ;

ituation,’youwill not

them used “brainwashing’ as a defense
at their tnal. in order to get a reduced
sentence.”

The two sannvasins referred to by
Boudella who used brainwashing as a
defense at their tnals were an English
actress named Margot Gordon and a
Swedish woman named Maria Kristina
Koppel. Koppel was arrested at Heath-
row airport outside London in June
1979, carrving 3.46 kilograms of canna-

continued on page 66

And despite its decision earlier this
year—greeted with jubilation at Raj-
neeshpuram—to grant Rajneesh Chan-
dra Mohan (the guru’s real name) third-
preference visa status as a ‘‘religious
teacher,” sources say that the INS has
not abandoned its effort to deny him per-
manent resident status. Perhaps taking a
cue from the Shah of Iran. Rajneesh se-
cured his original three-week visa at the
American Consulate in Bombay by claim-
ing that he needed specialized medical
treatment in the United States for a back
ailment. The INS would like to prove. as
suggested by a January 1982 U.S. State
Department report. that * Raineesh either
faked or. more likely. seriously exagger-
ated his alleged medical condition in or-
der to transfer his ashram to the United
States and escape 1ax difficulties in In-
dia.” Predicts one source bluntly: “‘He
will be deported.”

Assistant U.S. Attorney for Oregon
Bill Youngman confirms the possibility
that he will present to a grand jury acrimi-
nul case against certain residents of Raj-
necshpuram. Another official source in-
volved in the investigation claims that if a
grand jury is impaneled, the INS will not
be the only federal law enforcement agen-
cy presenting evidence.

The land-use case against the city of
Rajneeshpuram. originally filed by the en-
vironmental watchd.g group 1000
Friends of Oregon, has been kicked up
and down the Oregon judicial ladder for
almost three vears now. But on June 27,
the Oregon Court of Appeals issued a
clear opinion that, unless unexpectedly
reversed by the Oregon Supreme Court.
will essentially invalidate Rajnceshpu-
ram’s incorporation as a legal ciy. The
Court of Appeals ruled that the Wusco
County Court (Commission) acted im-
properly when. on November 4. 1981, it
granted residents of Runcho Rajnecsh the
right to hold an incorporation election on




CHRIS STEFWART/SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICIE

Spokesperson Sheela wears a sidearm ...

WILLIAM BYRON MURPHY

Officer brandishes one of numerous assault weapons.

land zoned for exclusive farm use. Both
1000 Friends and the Wasco County
Court have indicated they plan to move
quickly to force the dismantling of butld-
ings at Rajneeshpuram.

“They played real hardball.” says Hen-
ry Richmond. executive director of 1000
Friends. of the Rajneeshees. " They built
as fast as they could. thinking that when
the day came when their city was de-
clared illegal. nobody would have the
guts to make them take it down.™

On July 11, in a move seen by many as
the first step toward achieving dismantle-
ment of the city. the Wasco County Court
voted to remove Rajneeshpuram’s Com-
prehensive Plan from the Wasco County
Comprehensive Plan. Rajneeshpuram
Mayor Swami Krishna Deva reacted to
this action with belligerence.

“What I see here today,” he told the
commission. “is the beginning of civil
war in this county. If that is what you
want, fine.”

Deva’s statement to the Wasco County
Courtis not the only implied threat of vio-
lent resistance uttered by Rajneesh
spokespeople recently. In an interview
on KGW-TV aired June 29, Rajneesh
Foundation President Ma Anand Sheela
(Sheela Silverman) told how she would

“deal with any attempt to dismantle build-
ings at Rajneeshpuram.

1 will be dead.” she said. "I will paint
the bulldozers with my blood.” Then. ina
July S article in the San Francisco Chron-
icle. quotations from Sheela implied that
she would block any attempt to arrest
people at Rajneeshpuram for immigration
or other legal vioiations.

1 mean business.” Silverman said
through taccording to the Chronicle ac-
count) lips tremtling with anger. “You
will find out what will happen to vou if
voucome here to harm me or Bhagwan or
anv of my people. ... I'll take things as
they come. We are willing to die for hu-

CHEGKPOINT GENTRAL OREGOR!:
RAJNEESH'S ‘POLICE STATE'

If Rajneeshpuram is a city like any other, as its residents
claim, why do more than 150 security officers maintain a
military watch on the area?

pproaching Rajneeshpuram is
unlike entering any other Ameri-
can city. Visitors to the embat-

|

tled mini-metropolis in the arid reaches
of Central Oregon find themselves sub-
Jjectto constant surveillance, the kind of
security precautions normally asso-
ciated in the United States only with
military installations.

~ “Rajneeshpuramisa -

- place where honesty is
- blamed, hypocrisy -

s rewarded, dependency .

-nourished and spying on,

@each other encouraged .
-and where freedom -

is buried.” .

As you drive south from Antelope to-
ward Rajneeshpuram, you pass four ob-
servation posts. each staffed by two
members of the Rajneesh private securi-

| ty team. And that's before you enter

Rajneeshpuram proper. The posts.
which provide excellent vantage points
on the comings and goings on the high-
way, are located on private land owned
by the Rajneeshees. as are seven addi-
tional posts located within the city lim-

its of Rajneeshpuram.

The observation posts, eleven in all,
serve as the tentacles of an extensive,
radio-linked security system revealed
by confidential Rajneesh security manu-
als, obtained by Oregon Magazine and
confirmed by the monitoring of the Raj-
neesh radio system. The security sys-
tem, which includes more than 150 offi-
cers, is intended to observe and record
every movement along the only main
road linking Rajneeshpuram with the
outside world, alerting the Rajneesh
command to the presence of anyone
perceived as hostile to the group.

The manuals disclose that strangers
are first announced as they pass through
the town of Antelope. nineteen miles to
the north of Rajneeshpuram. Antelope
is itself patrolled by the Rajneesh Peace

Force (police department) by day and |

by a private Rajneesh security force by
night.

As automobiles pass the first Raj-
neesh observation post. located four
miles from Rajneeshpuram, guards at
the post record the vehicle's license

plate. the number of passengers and as- ;

sign a code to each car. Code "Ql1" is
assigned to those strangers of '"ques-
tionable intent™ and is announced over
the blue” radio channel. "12-28s.,”
those vehicles deemed *'suspicious.”
are announced over the red channel.

continued on page 68
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man freedom. I have 100 percent support
from my people.”

What worries people like Wayne Faw-
bush. as well as federal and local govern-
mental authorities monitoring the situa-
tion at Rajnceshpuram, is that not only
have the Ruineeshees been issuing these
kinds of threats recently but, over the
past several months. they have apparent-
' ly been acquiring the means to act upon
them.

ARMING THE FAITHFUL

Since last February, according to nu-
. merous Oregon weapons dealers and lo-
! cal and federal investigators, the Raj-
neesh Peace Force and Rajneesh Security

‘;come here to harmme
r.Bhagwan orany ofmy .

mnllmgtodleforhuman
.. Freedom.]1 have 100
gzpercentsupport from
Z3:0my peoplel”

a Anand Sheela to the
n Francisco Chronicle

force have acquired the following kinds of
weapons: the CAR-15. a cheaper version
of the AR-15. a semi-automatic version of
the M-16 machine gun: the Uzi Model B,
an lIsraeli-made semi-automatic assault
weapon. shorter than the AR-15. whichis
cammed by the U.S. Secret Service: the
Mini-14. ashort. semi-automatic rifle: the
Ruger 44 Magnum carbine: the MIA 308-
caliber nfle. oftenreferred to as a **sniper
rifle”: the 357 Magnum revolver. a stand-
ard servicerevolverused by many police:
and twelve-gauge shotguns.

The possession by Rajneeshees of at
least thiny CAR-15s and Uzi Model Bs
particularly worries investigators. who
point out that the Portland Police Bureau
has but fifteen of such semi-automatic as-
sault weapons. Boththe CAR-15and Uzi
Model B can easily be converted into ful-
ly automatic machine guns.

“Those are assault weapons,” says one
investigator. " They are only used on very
rare occasions by police forces even in
iarge cities. You have to wonder. what
are they really for?”

Although Oregon Magazine was vna-
tle to obtain precise information on the
suantities of these kinds of weapons pur-
chased by the Rujneeshees. one investi-
zator say s they have purchased a ““vast™
smoun: of "2237 ammunition—the
~tanderd load for U.S. military weapons
since the Vietnam era.

“Thex have more 223 ammunition out

there than all the other police depart-
ments in the state of Oregon combined.”
alleges the investigator. Another investi-
gator alleges that the Rajneeshees *"have

. - E i ” .
-Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh .~ =, o

enough ammo to supply a battalion for a
year.”

What will the Rajneeshees do with all
the weapons and ammunition they .re ac-
cumulating? Will they. as some observers
are beginning to fear. deploy them against
state and federal authorities in a variation
on the mass cult suicide at Jonestown,
Guyana. six years ago? Is this a real pos-
sibility? Listen to Antelope Mayor Ma
Prem Karuna talking to the San Francis-
co Examiner (July 1.1984): **Ar this stage
[emphasis ours]. the battle may not be
with guns and ammunition. But“to be
treated like human beings with equal
rights. we have to fight every step of the
way.”

Orconsider the words of Sheela Silver-
man in the official invitation to the june
30-July 6 Third Annual World Celebra-
tion at Rajneeshpuram this vear: " We are
being simultaneously atitacked by all
kinds of fascist forces. ... As far as our
community is concerned we are deter-
mined to protest. and protect our truth
and our freedom with the very last drop of
our blood.™”

Kathieen McLaughlin. a professor of
religious studies at Lewis and Clark col-
lege. visited Rajneesh’s former ashram
while on a tnp to the city of Poona in

. eﬂpor.x:an&heuhole

P

1977-78 and studied his meditation and
group therapy techniques and his philoso-
phy. Sheis also an expert on the cult phe-
nomenon in general: as a result of her
brother being in the Hare Knshna cult.

@

she served on the board of directors of the
Positive Action Center. Portland's lead-
ing cult-watching group. As far back as
last year she was extremely alarmed by
developing trends at Rajneesh’s isolated
Central Oregon commune.

*1 think there's the possibility that it
could become more and more isolated
and extremist in the same way that the
Jim Jones community did.” she said then,
perhaps presciently. “The Jim Jones
community had that kind of progression.
As paranoia and isolation developed,
people got crazier and began to consider
extreme actions as normal or acceptable
or as the only possibility. I don't mean to
be inflammatory: I'm not predicting that.
But all the conditions are there."

“"“Jt isatiskyendeavor.
a*‘@E,Ynu ‘don’t knowwhat's

= BoingonYoumaybe

Ma Amrita Pritam. formerly Shannon
Jo Ryan. is the daughter of Leo Ryan, the
California Congressman gunned down at
Jonestown. A sannvasin living at Raj-
neeshpuram. Pritam was quoted in a Jan-
uary 10, 1981. Los Angeles Times article
as telling a reponer. "'I've heard other
people say if Bhagwan asked them to Kkill
themselves. they would do it. If Bhagwan
asked them to kill someone else. they
woulddoit.”” She added. "'l don’t know if |
my trustin himis that total.” but "1 would |
like it to be.” Experttestimony presented !
atthe 1980 triai of a Scandinavian sannya-
sin in London on drug-smuggling charges !
suggests that true believers in the divinity |
of Raineesh will indeed “*do anything™— |
including murder and suicide—that Raj-
neesh or his top assistants order them to
do (see The Will of Bhagwan. p. 28).

THE ULTIMATE STAGE

What is Rajneesh likely to ask his fol-
lowers at Rajneeshpuram to do as the
American judicial svstem inexorably
closes inon himand his isolated and para- |
noid little world? When Rajneesh was in :
similar legal difficulties in India, he sim- !
ply fled the country. taking his posses- |
sions and his foliowing with him. This :
time. however. for several reasons, the |
dvnamics of his predicament uppearto be |
quite different. :

For one thing. Raineesh proclaimed. !
just before leaving India. that he was en-
tering the “ultimate stage™ of his work. !

connnued on page 66
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continued from page 30
perhaps implying that he was going to
make a final stand at his new commune in

. America. Secondly, Rajneesh is looked

upon with disfavor in Europe and Aus-
tralia, the only other locales where he has
both followers and financial footholds.
And thirdly, the Rajneesh focus on and
fascination with death, long a theme in
the cult’s ideology, has recently become
disturbingly more pronounced.

On May 7. for instance, in the midst of
some fifteen minutes of rambling, dis-
jointed testimony before the Wasco
County Planning Commission, Ma Anand
Sheela launched into the following pro-
nouncement: **Death is the climax of life.
Deathis even more beautiful. The Church
of Rajneeshism has special facilities to
celebrate death. To dance death when
death comes because death is just as im-
portant as life.” When a sannyasin died
during the Third Annual World Festival
this summer. Rajneeshpuram Public Re-
lations Director Ma Prem Isabel called
death, *"the ultimate peak of life, the ulti-
mate adventure.” Sheela Silverman pro-
claimed that anyone who dies within a
twenty-four-mile radius of Rajneeshpu-

| ram is guaranteed “‘automatic enlighten-

ment.”

Rajneesh himself once told his follow-
ers ' You have come to me. You have tak-
en a dangerous step. It is a risk. because

I near me you can be lost forever. To come

closer will mean death and cannot mean
anything else.” bS]

- THE WILL OF BHAGWAN

continued from page 28

bis resin (hashish) in a false side of her
suitcase. The hashish had a street value of
about £5.000. or $11.000. Margot Gordon
was arrested at Charles de Gaulle airport
outside Paris later that vear. In a similarly
lined suitcase. she was carrying thirty-
two packets of cannabis weighing eleven
pounds and worth £15.000. or $33.000. on
the open market.

September 14, 1979. before Judge J.

Murchie. The prosecutor was Mr. C.
Hilliard. and Koppel's defense attorney
was a Mr. W. Taylor. Tavlor introduced
his case to the court with the following
comments:

i Koppel's trial took place in England. on

Tavlor: *Today. there are a lot of peo-
ple in court very worried about this wom-
an. and the people behind her in India.
My extensive inquines show that the man
out in Poona. called Bhagwan. is nothing
short of an evil man. using a lot of young
people—1 am told some 50.000 1o 60,000
people—and reducing their mentality to
such a position that it becomes no more
and no less than putty in his hands. He
does it for mones . and he uses these girls

as’ont for smuggling drugs all over the
world. Over a period of time these young
women, or young men, have their person-
alities reduced to nothing, their past is
forgotten, and suggestions are put to
them and they would do anything that this
man tells them to do.” |emphasis ours}

Taylor called as a witness an expert on
Hinduism and Eastern religions who had
done research on the Rajneesh cult, Prof.
Johannes Aagard. Professor Aagard gave
the following testimony.

Aagard: “'In Poona, Bhagwan and his
people, not least his group of high-rank-
ing officers, have established an alterna-
tive world. . .. Various voung people are
fascinated by this, as 1 myself was, and
during the period of that fascination they

?So&henegativépartis*"f‘
#clinging tothe self; and <
c:»¢the positive partis
~,~.-*relaxmgmtono-self .
#into nothingness, being *
l’f&'ea'dyiio"die;willingly,‘»
Joyously,‘voluntanly"’ e

==-»BhagwanShree Rajneesh

are thrown into total obedience to Bhag-
wan. He gives them a mala with his own
picture on it. and they get a piece of his
hair. connecting their reality with his. Itis
done very quickly but the resuit of this is
done in two ways. through daily medita-
tion during which he lectures two hours
on a tape, and two hours in the evening,
sitting in meditation and totally opening
themselves and giving up anything but re-
ceiving. That is done each day. vear in
and vear out. It is supplemented by the
workshops. and there are eight or nine of
them. and from the beginning the aim s to

do away with the mind. the personality. |
the memory ... vou end up being no- |
body. You have to give up vour ego. You |
have to empty yourself totally to be able
to surrender to Bhagwan. "Total surren-
der’ is the key word. That is done by a
series of humiliating acts where vou are
forced to do what vou hate to do in a
group. You lose that identity feeling
which is connected with certain acts. cer-
1ain reservations, certan sexual inhibi-
tions. In a number of those workshops
promiscuity takes place in the most rude
and horrible ways. Male persons are al-
lowed to do whatever theyv like with the |
females. and vice versa. and it aims at |
bringing down the conscious connected |

with the individual. in order that a new |

conscious connected with Bhagwan and |
his ideology can take place.”

Tavior: “And what is left at the end of
the dav?”

Aavard: “The will of Bhagwan.”

Acgard was cross-examined by Hil- |
liard. the prosecutor. und then re-exam- |
ined by Tavlor.




Hilliard: **After a person has had this
process administered to them. do they
know what they are doing?"™

Aagard: 1 must say that they are ob-
serving as a witness, as a spectator. ev-
erything they are doing. What is acting is
not them. They are only witnessing an ac-
tion. and thercfore you can murder, but you
are not a murderer. You can steal, but you
are not a thief.”

Hilliard: **Does Bhagwan say who is a
thief. and who is a murderer?”

Aagard: *Itis the mind. and the mind is
an illusion. Therefore the act of stealing
and murdering is an illusion.™

Tavlor: **When somebody joins one of
these sects they are given a name. are
they not. an Indian name. and is it right
that they are encouraged to kill—and I use
\ that word advisedly—their old name. and
all connections they had with their coun-
tries, parents. friends. everything?”

Aagard: “Yes. kill the other ego and
the new one will come into existence. and
even physical death is considered a possibili-
&y under circumstances.”

Taylor called to the stand Dr. June Go-
mez. a psychiatrist from the University of
London who had examined Koppel. to
support Aagard’s testimony.

Tavlor: Do you think this young wom-
an knew when she was asked to bring this
cannabis into this country the difference
between right and wrong?"

Gome:z: 1 do not know about right and
wrong, but I am quite sure she did not

know it was against the law. [ am sure if

Bhagwan said it was all right it was just like
God saying it.”

Tavlor: "*And did she have an alterna-
tive?"”

Gomez: "1 do not think it would have
been possible for her to opt out at all.
Even intellectually she could not. be-
cause the alternative was very hormble.
She had to get money to go back to him.
One way was prostitution and the other
was cannabis.”

Taylor pleaded with the court not to
send his client to jail, saying “That will
kill her mind, and all she will do when she
comes out is to go back to this sick and
sad community.”” Saying, 'l accept whol-
ly the evidence ] have heard,” Judge Mur-
cie gave Koppel a fifteen-month suspend-
ed sentence.

Paris, her lawyer, Philippe le

Boutanger, argued similarly that his
client had been coerced into smuggling
cannabis out of India by the Rajneesh
“sect.” He alleged that. in order to per-
suade her to carry the drugs. Gordon had
been subjected to three sessions of two
hours apiece in a “"serenity tank ™ (a dark-
ened. soundless sensory-deprivation
tank filled with warm salt water at body
temperature) at the ashram, a treatment
he described as *'a Nazi-style torture de-
signed to brainwash the victim.” Gordon

At the 1980 trial of Margot Gordon in
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was given an eight-month jail sentence
and an additional sixteen-month suspend-
ed sentence and was fined £10.000.
During the same period of time, the last
six months of 1979, numerous sannyasins
were arrested at European and Canadian
airports for drug smuggling, including
two other arrests at the Paris airport for
cannabis smuggling and an arrest at
Heathrow airport in December 1979 for
heroin smuggling. There have been no ar-
rests known to Oregon Magazine, of Raj-
neesh followers for involvement in inter-
national drug-trafficking since then.
—Win McCormack

CHECKPOINT

continued from page 29

Says the manual: *‘Red is an emergency
channel.... ‘O’ is always on red and
sometimes monitors all channels.” O™
appears to be the code name for control
central.

A special section of the manuals enti-
tled **Bad Buys™ lists license plates that
should be reported on the red channel.
According to the manuals, all govern-
ment inspectors and investigators require
special attention, particularly Tom Casey
of the U.S. Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service. Codes for such government
intruders are **9-20" and *9-21."

Separate pages of the inanuals, high-
lighted in blue and green ink, list special

codes and procedures to be used if Casey
is seen approaching the ranch, Casey has
been investigating the Rajneeshees for
more than two years for possible criminal
violations of U.S. immigration laws.

At the botiom of one page is the warn-
ing: '*Better wrong than sorry.”

impression that the supposedly
“open” city of Rajneeshpuram is not
very open at all. The manuals state: “On-

nvemll the manuals give the distinct

sscannot even dream.”

JsBhagwan Shree Rajneesh

ly the Post Office, shops, and restaurants
in the Mall and at Buddagosha ... are
open to the public without day passes or
armbands.” The road to Rajneeshpu-
ram’s City Hall, open to the public on a
limited basis during the day, becomes a
private road at night, the manuals say.

In fact, most of the city of Rajneeshpu-
ram and all of the unincorporated area of
Rancho Rajneesh is private property, and
in order to enter those areas visitors must
consent to a thorough search. Instruc-
tions for such searches read: *‘Luggage
and handbags need to be searched for
matches, incense, candles, drugs, fire-

a*mcat. fish, explosive devices, and
ranch mail. . . . Ranch mail should be held
here to be delivered 1o Nanak.”

Thinking of vacationing at the ranch
hotel? Think twice. The manuals stipu-
late: **The Hotel is open to the public 24
hours a day legally. So officially we can't
refuse anyone, sannyasin or not. But non-
sannyasins try to discourage ... say the
road is dangerous in the dark, besttogo to
Madras.”

The Rajneesh security forces consist of
ten full-time and thirty-five part-time po-
lice officers. This Rajneesh ‘‘Peace
Force™ is sanctioned officially by the
state of Oregon. The force works in coop-
eration with a 127-member private Raj-
neesh security force. These forces are
now armed with a variety of weapons, in-
cluding semi-automatic assault weapons
such as CAR-15s and Uzi Model Bs, both
of which can be easily converted into ful-
ly automatic machine guns.

Rajneesh Peace Force and Rajneesh
private security force operate in Ante-
lope, because they are needed to protect
Rajneesh residents and their property
from alleged threats of violence. The Ra-
jneeesh Peace Force has been operating
in the town since the Rajneesh-dominated
Antelope City Council contracted with
them for police protection late last fall.
Rajneeshees in private, commune-

Hajneesh spokespeople say both the
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| owned vehicles have patrolled in Ante-
i lope since the group first purchased prop-
i erty there in August [1981.

: watching them and their houses and pho-
tographing them.

Tension in the town between the Raj-
neeshees and non-Rajnceshees escalated
. last year when former Mayor Margaret
Hill and several other non-Rajneesh local
residents travelled to Salem for a meeting
with Attommey General Dave Frohnmay-
er. After the meeting. according to non-
Rajneesh Antelope residents. the Raj-
neesh security patrol stationed a manned
! vehicle outside Margaret Hill's house al-
most twenty-four hours a day for three
months.

On November 1. local resident Jim

* Opray picketed the Zorba the Buddha !

restaurant in Antelope for thirteen
. straight hours with a sign that read: “"uUN-
FAIR TO ANTELOPE RESIDENTS—PATROL
CAR HARASSMENT.” Chief Rajneesh at-
| torney Swami Prem Niren threatened
. Opray with civil legal action. Three
weeks after his threat. the Antelope City
Council contracted with the Rajneeshpu-
ram Peace Force to provide aone-person,

. | twelve-hour-a-day patrol in Antelope.

i (The contract has since been amended to
provide a two-man patrol.)

Opray frequently picketed in Antelope
throughout the first six months of this
year. sometimes joined by other local res-
idents. On June !6. four Rajneeshpuram
city police officers entered Opray's house
in Antelope and arrested him. The
Oprays recall the officers claimed they
had permission from county District At-
torney Bernie Smith. They drove Opray
to the county jail in The Dalles, seventy-
five miles away, and charged him with
“menacing.”

District Attorney Smith says that the
Rajneesh police had **no authority what-

“soever to gointo Opray's house."” He dis-
missed the Rajneesh police's charge
against Opray, calling it **ridiculous.”

Pre-Rajneesh Antelopians complain of
the sizable tax burden that the city coun-
cil’s contract with the peace force has im-
posed on a town with virtually no history
of crime. (Total taxes in Antelope have
more than tripled, to $35-40 per S1000 of
assessed valuation, since the Rajneesh-
ees took control of the City Council.)
Residents also say that the arrest of
Opray is only the most blatant example of
how the Rajneesh police patrol in Ante-
lope is used to intimidate them.

Says former Mavor Margaret Hill: **We
live in a police state.”

—Bill Driver and Win McCormack

Win McCormack is Editor-in-Chief of Oregon
Magazine. Bill Driver 1s a luocal freelurice writer
who has covered the Ruineesh siory for a variety of
media. Driver received two awards this year from
the Orevon Newspaper Publishers Association.

From the .
beginning. pre-Rajneesh Antelopians |
i have complained of the Rajneesh patrols
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Twenty-two floors of superb view
and luxurious convenient down-
town living have made the Madison
Tower the choice of Portland’s
business and professional leaders.
Now you, too, can relax in the spa-
cious rooins, enjoy the view, and
know thal someone else is mow-
ing the lawn. Maid service is also
available.

Call 226-4196 for a private show-
ing of the few remaining floor-
plans. If you hurry, you can make
your dreams come true at the
Madison Tower.

No matter where you go in
Europe, you can get there in a new
Volvo. Just ask your neighbor-
hood Volvo Dealer about
European delivery of the new

" Volvo you order here.

He'll do all the paper-
work. And make all the neces-
sary arrangements. Including
shipping your Volvo back home.

So if you want to travel first-
class all over Europe, talk to a Volvo
Dealer over here. Before you go
owver there. X 7OLVWV O

A car you can beleve in.

VOLVO
By JIM FISHER

**An experience you owe yourself” D....& ”!m-..ﬁ ;

21 & W. Burnside, Downtown
221-0060
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