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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of MR8) MUR 1822

Pennsylvania Public Interest )
Coalition

Pennsylvania Public Interest )
Coalition Voters' Alliance )
and Jeffrey Blum, treasurer )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Enuons, Secretary of the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on January 3,

1985, the Commission decided by a vote of 5-0 to take

the following actions in MUR 1822:

1. Find reason to believe that the
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition Voters' Alliance and
Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d and
take no further action.

2. Find no reason to believe that the
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition violated 2 U.S.C.
S 441b.

3. Close the file.

4. Approve the letters attached to the
General Counsel's Report signed
December 28, 1984.

(Continued)
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MUR 1822
Certification
General Counsel's Report
Signed December 28, 1984

Page 2

Commissioners Elliott, Harris, McDonald, McGarry

and Reiche voted affirmatively in this matter; Commissioner

Aikens did not cast a vote.

Attest:

Date
Secretary of the Commission

cr~

Received in Office of Commission Secretary:
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis:

12-28-84, 1:16
12-31-84, 11:00



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

lip J ary 4, 1985

Gail Sherred
1616 Kuntz Road
Brie, PA 16509

Re: NUR 1822

Dear M4s. Sherred:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the allegations
of your complaint dated October 15, 1984 and determined that on
the basis of the information provided in your complaint and
information provided by the Respondents, there is reason to
believe that the Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition Voters'
Alliance and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.c.
S 441d. However, after considering the circumstances of the

-- matter, the Commission determined to take no further action. In
addition, the Comission found no reason to believe that the

L') Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b.
Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file in this
matter. The Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant
to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this
action. See 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(8).

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in 2 U.S.C.
S 437g(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. S 111.4.

Sincerely,

Charle N. Steele

By enneth A. Gro
Associate Ge al Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

Janury 4, 1985

Rex Well, Rsquire
Thomas A. Asher, P.C.
1819 H Street, N.W.
Suite 620
Washington, D.C. 20006

RE: MUR 1822
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition Voters' Alliance
and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer

Dear Mr. Well:

On January 3, 1985, the Commission found reason to believe
that The Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition Voters' Alliance
and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer, had violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d, a

- provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as
amended ("the Actu) in connection with the above referenced MR.
However, after considering the circumstances of this matter, the

C1 Commission has determined to take no further action. In
addition, the Commission found no reason to believe that the
Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition had violated 2 U.S.C.
S 441b. Accordinglyethe Commission closed the file.

The file in this matter will be made part of the public
record within 30 days. Should you wish to submit any materials
to appear on the public record, please do so within 10 days.

The Commission reminds your clients that omission of a
proper disclaimer nevertheless is a violation of the Act and
immediate steps should be taken to insure that this activity does
not occur in the future.



0
Letter to Rex Weil
Page 2

If you have any questions, please direct then to
Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4143.

Enclosureqm General Counsel's Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsel

December 28. 1984

MUR 1822 - General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Other

[x][xi
[ ]

Li]

[ ]
[ ]

[ i

DISTRIBUTION

Compliance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)

C1

0m

[xi

[Li

[ ]

Li]
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BEFWORE E "M ELCTI CWIS88OU

In the Matter of )
) K

Pennsylvania Public Interest ) MUR 1822
Coa ition )

Pennsylvania Public Interest ) -

Coalition Voters' Alliance )
and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer )

GENERAL CCXNSEL'S RRPORT

I. BACKGR(N/D

The complainant in this matter alleged that the Pennsylvania

Public Interest Coalition ("PPIC"), a corporation without capital

stock, violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b by making expenditures for

partisan communications which were distributed to the general

public. The complainant stated that she is not a member of PPIC

nor a part of its executive or administrative personnel and was

handed a flyer on a street corner which advertises a march and

rally for "People Against Reaganism" sponsored by PPIC. See

Attachment 1. In addition, the complainant sent in copies of two

newspaper articles describing the event and PPIC's activities.

See Attachment 2. The rally was held on October 20, 1984.

On November 7, 1984, counsel for PPIC responded (see

Attachment 3) by saying that the rally was sponsored by PPIC's

separate segregated fund, PPIC Voter's Alliance, and that the

distribution of flyers to the public is a de minimus violation of

the Act. Counsel claims that the flyers should have had Voters'

Alliance name on them as it was Voter's Alliance who paid for

them. Five hundred flyers were printed up at a cost of $17.49.
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The only other cost associated with the rally mentioned by

counsel was the payment of compensation by Voter's Alliance for a

part-time staff member who prepared for and participated in the

rally.

Counsel also argues that the flyer is probably outside the

FECA's jurisdiction because it announces an event and was "issue-

oriented," not "election-orientated," citing AO 1984-17. Counsel

claims that "Reaganismw is a catch all phrase commonly used to

describe the government's social welfare and human services

If, policies.

Counsel further stated in his response that payment for the

flyers and other expenditures in connection with the rally would

MO be reported on Voters' Alliance's 30 Day Post General Election

Report which was filed on December 6, 1984.
in

II. FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 441b, a corporation is prohibited

from making a contribution or expenditure in connection with any

t- federal election. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 441b(b)(2)(A), the term

on "contribution or expenditure" does not include communications by

a corporation to its stockholders and executive or administrative

personnel and their families on any subject. Under 11 CFR

S 114.5(i), a separate segregated fund may, using voluntary

contributions, communicate with the general public, except that

such communications may not solicit contributions from the

general public. Pursuant to 2 U.S.C. S 441d, whenever any person

makes an expenditure for the purpose of financing communications



- 3 -

expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly

identified candidate, such communication must clearly state who

paid for such communication and whether or not it was authorized

by a candidate and/or an authorized committee, or its agents.

On its 12 Day Pre-General Election Report, Voters' Alliance

reported an expenditure of $92.83 for salary to Mary Asmonga

Knapp, the staff member who worked on the rally. The purpose of

disbursement was listed as "opposing R. Reagan, endorsing

W. Mondale for President." See Attachment 4. On its 30 Day Post

General Election Report, Voters' Alliance reported expenditures

of $92.67 on 10/29/84 and $422.41 on 11/6/84 for salary to Ms.

Knapp, and a $17.49 payment to Erie Instant Printing. All of

-- these payments were reported as expenditures on behalf of Mondale

for President. See Attachment 5.

Therefore, despite counsel's statements to the contrary,
C1,

when taking into account Voters' Alliance reports, the fact that

the march was described as a protest against President Reagan's

policies and the fact that Walter Mondale's son appeared at the

rally, the event must be seen as favoring one candidate over

another In the context of an election and, therefore, had an

election-influencing purpose. Accordingly, the flyer announcing

the rally should be considered as expressly advocating the defeat

of Ronald Reagan. As such, it was required to state who paid for

and authorized it. As the flyer did not state that it was paid

for by Voters' Alliance, which it was, and did not state whether

or not it was authorized by Walter Mondale and/or the Mondale for

President Committee, Inc. ("MPC") (as Mr. Mondale's son appeared
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at the rally it appears that it might have been authorized by

MPC), it appears that the flyer was in violation of 2 U.S.C.

S 441d. Therefore, the Office of General Counsel recommends that

the Commission find reason to believe that Voters' Alliance and

Jeffery Blum, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d. However,

in light of the small number of flyers involved and the fact that

the expenditure for the flyer was only $17.49, this Office

recommends that no further action be taken.

With regard to the alleged section 441b violation, as it was

Voters' Alliance and not PPIC which financed the communication,

this Office recommends that the Commission find no reason to

believe that PPIC violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b. There is no evidence

that it was PPIC and not Voters' Alliance that sponsored the

rally and there is no evidence that any solicitations were made

at the rally. The flyer did not solicit contributions either.C
In addition, counsel for the respondents did produce copies of

pictures from the rally which clearly indicate that the rally was

sponsored by Voters' Alliance. See Attachment 3. Thus, this

00 Office also recommends that the Commission close the file in this

matter.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find reason to believe that the Pennsylvania Public
Interest Coalition Voters' Alliance and Jeffrey Blum,
as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d and take no
further action.

2. Find no reason to believe that the Pennsylvania Public
Interest Coalition violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b.
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3. Close the file.

4. Approve the attached letters.

0

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Associate Generv 1 Counsel

Attachments

1. Flyer
2. Newspaper articles
3. Response by counsel
4. Page from 12 Day Pre-General Election Report
5. Pages from 30 Day Post General Election Report
6. Proposed letters

1&'a& a Py
Date
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Today's Debate

Key To Mondalel

Victory In State-
By GEORGE MULLER

&m Daiy 7imer Saff Reponer
Ted Moadale. son of Democratic

presidential nomine Walter Mon-
dale. said Saturday his father could
win big in Pen IvaW If President
Ror.ald Reagan falters to today's do.
bate. but the :Jondale camp as not an.
tic:. uu a repeat of the first debate.

..; 'Tcu wcQul hope for t!te sake of
our coutry tat te president per-
forms better." be maid.

.!cndale said his father and
Reaian are in "a dead beat" in Penn-
sylvara and that todays debate on
fore.g policy could have a big effect
on the outeme. U Wis father does as

.:d do- wel.as be did n the last dett, be
be- said. "We could win big in Pmnsylva-

Easily WS.
Mondale 27. was in Erie Saturday

c.aj. for the "People Agaiist Reaganism"
.er,. is march and rally. Sponsored by the

:e "he PeizsVVanza Public Interest Coall-
H..e ton. te rally drew abou: 00 to :50

z !ce pecple to protest Reagan's poUL.
o3 F. In an inierview at the Times Pub-
.:. .m- Usbg Co.. Mondale echoed many of

his father's canpaign themes. cnti-
c [ Reg aa .as iesdership and the
aft-.msuatcn's c€:bacts in.govern-

tle i.'t pro3ars.
:.ondale. a graduate of the Univer-

or si:y of %Unesow. has been cam-
paigning for:his father since June
,993.
He said his efforts have been di-

rected toward increasing voter turn-
out. especially for those who "have
been forgotten by tis administration.
We are hoping that ibse who have
been attacked and singled out (by
Reagan) will go to the polls."

These are the people affected by
cutbacks in certin government pro-
'rains. "I gum you would call it the
fairnes issue. We just have to nake
sure our people turn out. A low turn-
out always helps Republicas. even

.,.e it Morinthiselection.
On recent discussom of Reagan's

age. he said. "I don't think the issue is
:.-:I on age. I think it's competency and com-

.- :he mand of :bte facts." He said heicon-
;w. :e ce .ed about a "lack of knowledge by

:!-ee te president on arm control," lead-
* ced zing to a debate by lower sevel bureau-

cras on the adrninistrat:on polices.
-We 'ave no reason to dount that

P :ent Reagan. warts peace." he
ald But. w;tfaout a knowledie of the

:sz-.es. Ie said. "You can.cram all
you warnt. You're not going tc lead us
to a safer world.

At's true that Reagan has been a
;-b o Ce~e.eaCer We a;laud ti'n
!:r tuat. BL:t we need -more tmac that

j' w re ' Z r.to 'the nest century.

TED MONDALE

We have a presdent who's a sales.
man and not a leader."

Beside the lack of knowledge on
arms controL be said. "I don't know
what else the president doesn't know.
As a citizen. that scare me."

He said Reagan's anti-inflation po1-
cim have harmed many indusries

and pointed to the closing of Bucyrus.
Erie ben in Eri.

Any company that has to compete
with foreign goods is hurt greatly. "

He said Reagan made a "a very
sharp break" with the bipartisan sup-
port of such Isues as the environ.
mert and arm- controL

On toxic waste sates. be said Be-
fore Reagan. there was a conceted
effort to clean them up." The Reagan
adminstratimn, be said. has cl ed S
of 650 toxic waste sates. "It's a disas-
ter."

As for spedding. Reagan has made
his father -look like Jack Benny when
it comes to spending,"

Under Reagan. he said. "Govrn
rient spending has no: been cut" and
the tudget deficit has grown substan-
t:al:v.

If a person is looking for a fiscal
conservative.. he said. "It's Walter
Mondale. despite what the .ntage
sbows." He said his fatter has a pro-
gram to cut the defic:: ty two-thirds.

After Saturday's rai, y. %londale
was at an open house at Democratic
headquarters at ^5C: Peach.

Times Carriers Attended
* lacksons. Cleveland Concert

Lhe lig',u wet. up for the carrers.
.-.-, 'rho V,14Povi 0'.20.%0 0% f W%#%vv%
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"t\'ASH1X(;TON. D. C. 200(,.,

(202)~ 452a-1340

November 7, 1984

.is. .=.r~beth Tarrant BY ESSENGER
Zf f.ce of General Counsel
-ed-ra Zlection Commission

;;as'i---tcn, D.C. 20463

- :.R-822 (Pennsylvania Public interest Coalition)

Dear ,s. Tarrant:

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition
("PennIC"), a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, we submit this
letter pursuant to § 437g(a)(1) of the Federal Election Campaign
Act ("FECA") in response to a Complaint received by the

-- Comission on October 17 and supplemented by materials received
ov the Ccn.-Tissicn on October 29, 1984 from Gail Sherred, an
in ~:v a .J

The Complaint alleges that PennPIC's Erie chapter violated
C1 FEA by (1) making partisan communications in connection with an

October 20, 1984 rally and (2) distributing a flyer (attached to
the Complaint) announcing the rally. As explained below, the

C_ rally was a legitimate activity of PennPIC's separate segregated
fund, the PennPIC Voter's Alliance ("Voter's Alliance"), and the

Ip flyer's distribution to members of the public, which was paid for
by the Voter's Alliance but inadvertently carried PennPIC's name,
at most is a de minimis violation.**

PennPIC and Voter's Alliance

PennPIC is a voluntary organization with over 20,000 members
throughout Pennsylvania. It engages in issue education and

:-e facts set forth herein were provided by PennPIC; its
Zxecutive Director has reviewed the contents of this letter for

.- s ._lliance ill repcrt to the FEC :nis expenditure a.-.
e e :ie-c itre- in connection wi th the rally kthat are not

zcv"ee in its -re-election report) in its -ost-election re-:rt.
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advocacy, as well as occasional electoral communication to its
-em1:e rs.

-ennPIC is headquartered in Philadelphia and has regional
offices in five other Pennsylvania cities. The Erie chapter
office has only one full-time program staff person and relies
he=vily on part-time and volunteer support. Because chapters do
nct: ave the same familiarity with FECA or access to legal

as Penn. C's (and the Voter's Alliance's) Philadelphia
-..ers, a; chapters have been instructed to clear electic.

re'atei matters with PennPIC's headquarters.

.e~nC's separate segregated fund, the Voter's Alliance, is
rezistered with the Commission (Identification No. 000163188).
its office is in PennPIC's Philadelphia headquarters. The
Voter's Alliance ccmmunicates PennPIC's views on elections to thepublic, and complies with FECA's registration and reporting
requirements.

The Rally and the Newspaper Article

,he October 20, 1984 rally clearly was sponsored by the-- "'t:er's Alliance- to the extent the Erie i suI -i :ailyv stories submitted
Y -he complainant indicate otherwise, they are in error.*
Banners and signs at the rally identified it as a Voter's

1 Alliance activity (see attached photographs) and an announcement
S "was made from the podium to that effect. No PennPIC employees

7 appeared at the rally on work time or as a work assignment. No
contributions to PennPIC or the Voter's Alliance were solicited
at the rally.

ff
Ms. Mary Asmonga is employed part-time by the Voter's

Alliance and part-time by PennPIC. She rendered services to both
entities during the weeks preceeding the rally and was paid
separately by each. Specifically, Ms. Asmonga was compensated by
Voter's Alliance for all time. spent preparing for and
participating in the rally: her criticisms of Reagan
administration domestic policies quoted in the October 12, 1984

etteras :1-n -y PennPiC to the Erie :ailv on October 22,- : " e • " ini n = e - rcr.
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Erie Daily story attached to the Complaint were made at a Voter's
Alliance news conference announcing the rally.*

-e Fiv-Ie r

The total cost of the Erie chapter's flyer was S17.49.**
PennPIC has no knowledge of any distribution at the location
discussed in the Compliint and can only assume that a volunteer
-r someone not connected with PennPIC gave a copy to the

...... la~ant " S herred.

C ear l, it would have been preferrable for the flyer
a-n ur.c.ng the rally to have carried the Vot er's Alliance's name
ral;her than PennPIC's as the sponsor of the event. Had the flyer
been sent to Philadelphia for approval by Voter's Alliance or
PennPC, the error would have been corrected.***

Moreover, the flyer probably is outside FECA's coverage. It
merely announces an event; it does not mention any federal
election, Mr. Reagan's candidacy, or anything suggesting voting
in a federal election. Rather it invites citizens to a rally
against "Reaganism," a catch-all phrase commonly used to describe
te covernment's social welfare and human services policies.

C"

* Her comments, even had they been paid for by PennPIC, were
outside FECA because they were (1) issue-oriented (see A.O. 1984-
17) and (2) delivered at a news conference that involved de
minimis cost (see A.O. 1984-23).

** The printing bill was submitted to and paid by Voter's
Alliance. A copy is attached.

• ** PennPIC does not dispute that some flyers were distributed
to the public as described in this Complaint. Such distribution
was made by volunteers or persons unconnected with PennPIC who
obtained copies of the flyer. At this point, we have not been
able to determine how many of the 500 flyers were handed out in
thiS- manner. However, PennPIC has several remaining in its

:z eS5ior, so that the expense involved in producing and
S nc the flyer to the public is less than $17.49.
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Therefore, the flyer is "issue-oriented," not "election-
oriented."* It contains no words of express advocacy.
See Buckley v. 7aleo, 424 U.S. I, 39-44, 75-82 (1975).

Additionally, the flyer does not solicit contributions to
any campaign or PAC (or any other organization, including
PennPIC).

As indicated by the facts cited above, if PennPIC violated
-'. at all, it as, at worst, a de minimis violation, involving
a t17.49 handbill distributed with the corporation's namne on it
ins-ead of the PAC's. The rally announced in the flyer was a
perfectly legitimate activity of the Voter's Alliance. Moreover,

I.' PennPIC and Voter.'s Alliance have made good faith efforts to
comply with FECA."

Accordingly, the Commission should take no further action in
this matter.

:-espectfully submitted,- r7/

o Thomas R. Asher

Rex Weil

Enclosure

cc: Jeff Blum
David Kairys, Esq.

See A.C. 1984-17 at 2-3 (National Right to Life Committee).
c-:*re A.3. 1934-14 (United States..Defense Committee, Inc.),

currently the subject of litigation in USDC v. FEC, Civil Action
"4-C-450 "......Y, filed tarch 28, 1984). See also, FEC .

.ssac!, setts Citizens For Life, Inc., 50- F. Supp. 646 (D.,lass.
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( FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

Rex Weil, Esquire
Thomas A. Asher, P.C.
1819 H Street, N.W.
Suite 620
Washington, D.C. 20006

RE: MUR 1822
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition
Pennsylvania Public Interest
Coalition Voters' Alliance
and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer

n Dear Mr. Weil:

On January , 1985, the Commission found reason to believe
-- that The Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition Voters' Alliance

and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer, had violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d, a
provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

Ln amended ("the Act") in connection with the above referenced MUR.
However, after considering the circumstances of this matter, the

1 Commission has determined to take no further action. In
addition, the Commission found no reason to believe that the
Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition had violated 2 U.S.C.
S 441b. Accordinglyfthe Commission closed the file.

The file in this matter will be made part of the public
record within 30 days. Should you wish to submit any materials
to appear on the public record, please do so within 10 days.

The Commission reminds your clients that omission of a
proper disclaimer nevertheless is a violation of the Act and
immediate steps should be taken to insure that this activity does
not occur in the future.



Letter to Rex Weil
Page 2

If you have any questions, please direct them to
Marybeth Tarrant, the staff member assigned to this matter, at
(202) 523-4143.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report

M'f



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, D.C. 20463

Gail Sherred
1616 Kuntz Road
Erie, PA 16509

Re: MUR 1822

Dear Ms. Sherred:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the allegations
of your complaint dated October 15, 1984 and determined that on
the basis of the information provided in your complaint and
information provided by the Respondents, there is reason to
believe that the Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition Voters'

-- Alliance and Jeffrey Blum, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
S 441d. However, after considering the circumstances of the
matter, the Commission determined to take no further action. In
addition, the Commission found no reason to believe that the
Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b.
Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file in this
matter. The Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant

7" to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this
_. action. See 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (8).

fn Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a

on complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in 2 U.S.C.
S 437g(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. S 111.4.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:
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DATE:
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Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsel

December 7, 1984

MUR 1822 -First General Counsel's Report
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FDRAL ELDCI'IOU a-E8~O low,
1325 K Street, N.W. 1

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENRAL COUNSELS --so9w ? A 9: 55

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION /I

0 'oo

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Gail She

RESPONDENTS' NAMES: Pennsylv
Pennsylvd
Voters
as tre

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C.
11 C.F.R

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Rep
P

MUR 1822
DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BYOGC107/
DATE OF NOTIFICATION TO
RESPONDENT 10/22/84
STAFF MEMBER M. Tarrant

rred

ania Public Interest Coalition;
ania Public Interest Coalition
I Alliance and Jeffrey Blum,
asurer

SS 441b, 441d
S 114.5(i)

orts filed by Pennsylvania
ublic Interest Voters' Alliance

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

SUINARY OF ALLEGATIONS

The complainant alleges the Pennsylvania Public Interest

Coalition (OPPIC"), a corporation without capital stock, violated

2 U.S.C. S 441b and 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a) by making expenditures

for partisan communications which were distributed to the general

public. The complainant states that she is not a member of PPIC

nor a part of its executive or administrative personnel and was

handed a flyer on a street corner which advertises a march and

rally for "People Against Reaganism" sponsored by PPIC. In

addition, the complainant sent in copies of two newspaper

articles describing the event and PPIC's activities.

Lf
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ANALYS IS

On November 7, 1984, counsel for PPIC responded by saying

that the rally was sponsored by PPIC's separate segregated fund,

PPIC Voter's Alliance, and that the distribution of flyers to the

public is a de minimus violation of the Act. Counsel claims that

the flyers should have had Voters' Alliance name on them as it

was Voter's Alliance who paid for them. Five hundred flyers were

printed up at a cost of $17.49. The only other cost associated

with the rally mentioned by counsel was the payment of

%rl compensation by Voter's Alliance for a part-time staff member who

CM prepared for and participated in the rally.

down Counsel also argues that the flyer is probably outside

- FECA's jurisdiction because it announces an event and was "issue-

oriented." not "election-orientated," citing AO 1984-17. Counsel

in claims that "Reaganism" is a catch all phrase commonly used to
C),

describe the government's social welfare and human services

policies. However, after reading the news accounts of the rally

and taking into account the fact that Walter Mondale's son

on, appeared at the rally, it appears that the event was for the

purpose of influencing a federal election.

Counsel stated in his response that payment for the flyers

and other expenditures in connection with the rally will be

reported on Voters' Alliance's 30 Day Post General Election

Report which is due December 6, 1984. As this Office wishes to

analyze the expenditures in connection with the rally before

making its recommendations to the Commission, a report with such
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recommendations will be circulated to the Commission after the 30

Day Post General Election Report is filed by Voters' Alliance.

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By:
Kenneth A.-Gross
Associate General Counsel

do"

Ln

C-'

tfl

Date
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THOMAS R. ASHER, P. C.

1819 H STREET, N. W.

SUITE 620
WASHINOTON, D. C. 20006

(202) 452-1540
THomAs R. ASHER O6 SEL
REx WEIL SUSAW S. tiDERMAN

November 7, 1984

Ms. Marybeth Tarrant BY MESSENGER
Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR-1822 (Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition)

Dear Ms. Tarrant:

On behalf of the Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition
(*PennPICO), a Pennsylvania nonprofit corporation, we submit this
letter pursuant to I 437g(a)(1) of the Federal Election Campaign
Act ('FECA') in response to a Complaint received by the
Commission on October 17 and supplemented by materials received
by the Commission on October 29, 1984 from Gail Sherred, an
individual .*

The Complaint alleges that PennPIC's Erie chapter violated
FECA by (1) making partisan communications in connection with an
October 20, 1984 rally and (2) distributing a flyer (attached to
the Complaint) announcing the rally. As explained below, the
rally was a legitimate activity of PennPIC's separate segregated
fund, the PennPIC Voter's Alliance (*Voter's Alliance*), and the
flyer's distribution to members of the public, which was paid for
by the Voter's Alliance but inadvertently carried PennPIC's name,
at most is a de minimis violation.**

PennPIC and Voter's Alliance

PennPIC is a voluntary organization with over 20,000 members
throughout Pennsylvania. It engages in issue education and

* The facts set forth herein were provided by PennPIC; its
Executive Director has reviewed the contents of this letter for
accuracy.

** Voter's Alliance will report to the FEC this expenditure and
any other expenditures in connection with the rally (that are not'
covered in its pre-election report) in its post-election report.



THOMAS R. ASHER, P. C.

Federal Election Commission
Re: MUR-1822 (PennPIC)
November 7, 1984
Page 2

advocacy, as well as occasional electoral communication to its
members.

PennPIC is headquartered in Philadelphia and has regional
offices in five other Pennsylvania cities. The Erie chapter
office has only one full-time program staff person and relies
heavily on part-time and volunteer support. Because chapters do
not have the same familiarity with FECA or access to legal
counsel as PennPIC's (and the Voter's Alliance's) Philadelphia
headquarters, all chapters have been instructed to clear election
related matters with PennPIC's headquarters.

PennPIC's separate segregated fund, the Voter's Alliance, is
registered with the Commission (Identification No. 000163188).
Its office is in PennPIC's Philadelphia headquarters. The
Voter's Alliance communicates PennPIC's views on elections to the
public, and complies with FECA's registration and reporting
requirements.

The Rally and the Newspaper Article

The October 20, 1984 rally clearly was sponsored by the
Voter's Alliance; to the extent the Erie Daily stories submitted
by the complainant indicate otherwise, they are in error.*
Banners and signs at the rally identified it as a Voter's
Alliance activity (see attached photographs) and an announcement
was made from the podium to that effect. No PennPIC employees
appeared at the rally on work time or as a work assignment. No

C contributions to PennPIC or the Voter's Alliance were solicited
at the rally.

Ms. Mary Asmonga is employed part-time by the Voter's
Alliance and part-time by PennPIC. She rendered services to both
entities during the weeks preceeding the rally and was paid
separately by each. Specifically, Ms. Asmonga was compensated by
Voter's Alliance for all time spent preparing for and
participating in the rally; her criticisms of Reagan
administration domestic policies quoted in the October 12, 1984

* A letter was sent by PennPIC to the Erie Daily on October 22,
1984 explaining the error.
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Federal Election Commission
Re: MUR-1822 (PennPIC)
November 7, 1984
Page 3

Erie Dail story attached to the Complaint were made at a Voter's

Alliance news conference announcing the rally.*

The Flyer

The total cost of the Erie chapter's flyer was $17.49.**
PennPIC has no knowledge of any distribution at the location
discussed in the Complaint and can only assume that a volunteer
or someone not connected with PennPIC gave a copy to the
complainant, Ms. Sherred.

Clearly, it would have been preferrable for the flyer
announcing the rally to have carried the Voter's Alliance's name
rather than PennPIC's as the sponsor of the event. Had the flyer
been sent to Philadelphia for approval by Voter's Alliance or
PennPIC, the error would have been corrected.***

Moreover, the flyer probably is outside FECA's coverage. It
merely announces an event; it does not mention any federal
election, Mr. Reagan's candidacy, or anything suggesting voting
in a federal election. Rather it invites citizens to a rally

grim. against "Reaganism," a catch-all phrase commonly used to describe
the government's social welfare and human services policies.

Lr

* Her comments, even had they been paid for by PennPIC, were
outside FECA because they were (1) issue-oriented (see A.O. 1984-
17) and (2) delivered at a news conference that invo'ved de
minimis cost (see A.O. 1984-23).

** The printing bill was submitted to and paid by Voter's
Alliance. A copy is attached.

•** PennPIC does not dispute that some flyers were distributed
to the public as described in this Complaint. Such distribution
was made by volunteers or persons unconnected with PennPIC who
obtained copies of the flyer. At this point, we have not been
able to determine how many of the 500 flyers were handed out in
this manner. However, PennPIC has several remaining in its
possession, so that the expense involved in producing and
distributing the flyer to the public is less than $17.49.
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Therefore, the flyer is *issue-oriented," not "election-
oriented.** It contains no words of express advocacy.
See Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 39-44, 75-82 (1975).

Additionally, the flyer does not solicit contributions to
any campaign or PAC (or any other organization, including
PennPIC).

Conclusion

As indicated by the facts cited above, if PennPIC violated
FECA at all, it was, at worst, a de minimis violation, involving
a $17.49 handbill distributed with the corporation's name on it
instead of the PAC's. The rally announced in the flyer was a
perfectly legitimate activity of the Voter's Alliance. Moreover,
PennPIC and Voter's Alliance have made good faith efforts to
comply with FECA.

Accordingly, the Commission should take no further action in
this matter.

7 Re e ctfully submitted,

Aomas R. Asher

Rex Weil

Enclosure

cc: Jeff Blum
David Kairys, Esq.

• See A.O. 1984-17 at 2-3 (National Right to Life Committee).
Compare A.O. 1984-14 (United States Defense Committee, Inc.),
currently the subject of litigation in USDC v. FEC, Civil Action
No. 84-CV-450 (N.D.N.Y., filed March 28, 1984). See also, FEC v.
Massachusetts Citizens For Life, Inc., 589 F. Supp. 646 (D.Mass.
1984).
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Office of General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20463

October 30, 1984

SPECIAL DELIVERY -
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Rex Weil, Esquire
Thomas A. Asher, P.C.
1819 H Street, N.W.
Suite 620
Washington, D.C. 20006

Re: MUR 1822
Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition

Dear Mr. Weil:

On October 22, 1984, your client was notified that the
Federal Election Commission had received a complaint alleging
violations of sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended. On October 29, 1984, the Commission received
additional material submitted by the complainant in connection
with the above-captioned matter. A copy of the material is
enclosed for your information.

NIf you have any questions, please contact Marybeth Tarrant,
the ataff person assigned to this matter, at (202)523-4143.

C-1
Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
Genera Counsel

By: /Kenneth A.
Associate al Counsel

Enclosure



I FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

U October 30, 1984

Gail Sherred
1616 Kuntz Road
Erie, Pennsylv&nia 16509

Dear Ms. Sherred:

This is to acknowledge the receipt of the supplemental
material relating to your October 17, 1984, complaint. The
material has been given to the staff person handling that matter.

If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Thomas at
(202) 523-4143.

0. Sincerely,

Chap les. N. jteele

/ /f §4

By: Kenneth A. Gro'
AssociateC'Genlral Counsel
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Today's Debate:
Key To Mondale
Victory In State'...
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'We have no reason to doubt that
President Reagans wants peac," he
said. But. without a knowledge of the
issues. be said, "You can drem all
you wauL You're not going to lead us
to a safer world.

"It's true that Reagan has been a
good cheerleader. We applaud him
for tsat. But we nee more tun that
as we're going into the next century.

TED MONDALE

We have a president wo's a sale.
man and st a leder." ""

Bede the lack of knowladp on
arms m1-i. be said, "I don't know
what else the presidest doesn't know.
As a citizen, that scares me"

He said Reaps's anti-inflation pal-
ides have harmed many industries
and pointed to th closing of Bucyrus-
Erie here In Eft

"Any company thet b-s to compete
with foreign goods is hurt greaty."'

He said Reas made a "a very
shp br with the bipartisan sup-
pert of sob loses A the enviro-
menta anm acstreL

on toxic waste mtes he Said. -Be-
fore Reaps, there was a concerted
effort to clean them up." The Reagan
admiistratim, be said. has cleaned 5
of 60 toxic waste sites. "It's a diss-
ter."

As for speding. Reagan has made
his father "look like Jack Benny when
it coms to spending."

Under Reagan. be said. "Govern-
ment spending has not been cut' and
the budget deficit has grown substan-
tially.

If a person Is looking for a fiscal
conservative, he said. "It's Walter
Mondale, despite what the image
shows." He said bis father has a pro-
gram to cut the deficit by two-thirds.

After Saturday's rally, Mondale
was at an open house at Democratic
beadquarter at 3502 Peach.

Times Carriers Attended
Tacksons' Cleveland Concert

the lights went up for the camers.
-- -P- . . - . 'h.o w 'n wt #mph Mf who
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' i' ,..!:'uI,; m,,-" f:.irtiul iii pol-

.Oii .'a,-. ir.b. it to its ir:;;,bers.
;im'- ,r'mns tto be th'e caz. with the

lFc.-ini'Ivani-. Public biteritqt. CO.-

'vf;. !1Owni3 . Jnnl(C
l':n'i'lC ral 1 , ;st P.niau-

0rt v's M11:4r.h Aid"ei't P Iisbn
E;iV:. -h,,ether th;. arg;,siz.adion atctu.
aily "3pon: .to.' the, a .icaean ral-
ly may w a itoalminiaily Ac(rdinR
to locsl l'emccrat-. it,:v gd r.n-
.,..ag. Te Maio,dah'. Wltcr Mon-

.' .,o:,. tc lea. the tmarch, in
Wr'el., ,.4L.1t 2.0 M 'eopki" partl elliat'd.
.AL an:, rat., P.-sPIC iamli:oliuced the
.ve,..t -,ld I.-Ok credii ''r !t.

Thp or inl'?ation l;A., has r1dorsedl
D. -roeniwlc vandtidat. Jim You'tias or
(7on,-rCS. That's i;:a rcdlef ion all
Youa'e. Like nmost e .dl.es, he is
happ:y to, get r:1,insC:zienl; iO
grJups thaat appear to tepreA:liL Iari.
nm,,rbf!rs ot pe-)pl, interested In bet-
ter gover;ainll.

ilere 6 ishat we krow aiut
PennPIC. It use. the sligr:a "Uitizn
Action for Le E irhticr." It Is regis-
tered with the Ponsvivauia Depart-
rinnt ol Stre's Comini.';ion an Chart-
tale Orbjaiinz . 1 iift?, OfiT:es in
rhil0a-lpla, tarri.Murg,. Pit.sburgh,4llcnto.'a auJ 7rie .....

PnnPl.IC !,s a pil.orlt that
'. 2ndls air-iistir cnouwh: "Jobs for
a; deiew.fing basie human nees6;
flighting inflation; the eight to goodI'ealgh; f:'tr-sl;ar-. taxt ; ., ; ie c4;r

n ihhoi oc.ls, atnl ,nakit;g .. ":
iACV" work.' !t says 84 .erc" ::t of its
funds co.me froin enantributinna
(mneinbu'rtzr11s); 12 percent frail
grants; and four I,rc.t fro.m special
eveas. IL says that 6.5 pEcent .! its
innc.,y he' ,-nz? '~ll~?yTe. rj;iAl7-
I,, -'duc.,tton and r.ICrch; 24 prr-
crit f. . lv:draiz.: and It) p-.rc'nt
for alf,; ini:al~lto.l.

Nothiere in ili platfurni, or in the
seles ritch used by at lew.t ne
PnenPlC rc ruil.r prinr d'or tre dor
In Millerceok in August, i.; th.3i a a hint
the os ganhation Pndorsvs politici:
candidates. flrsiuea.s %cre asked to
Jru1ia with a Pledge o $i2. $15, $24 or

n.-ire An &Wrle Daily Timus r.porter
who was approached agreed to join.

The recrolter, John Bigge, said thp
moallt'r, was bask-ally gcar.d to re
search ef public Lsues kurh as utilily
rates, bringdng the facts to the publi,,
aniJ endersiag courses of action on
those issi'-s. Big3gie, a volunteer,

:.-rn."d tn be "diucere in dezcrl-iag
the mri4i."ati,)e's funetions and

The If er:1.re .¢rn; to confirn P
,ion-Iolitleal stlfdM. It ha In it
first four ye-.a PoplPIC loblel,
.'gainrl dewoirl at natural gsa pric-
es; for a st;,ie rquulat5ie requiring
1itiitiCs In Pirchase gas frons the
I at erpenslve suppliers; for the
CompreLenslve Utility ftclorm Bil;
sagehast ride hikes for Pell Telephone
lnng.istence Pervlee; for a right-to-
know provisin on toxie wastex ill
.Pennsylvania, itwhluding where ha-
ardous ,nate'ials are poduced, used
-'nd iuiqped, and Aaainst a proposal
ihat Would have Oal!ed an increa -!
In copsumer interest rates an charge
cards. .

The organization e!3lnm to be a ro-
r!tion of community, religious, sea-
iur citizens aatd labor groups at-
ilMounAIS 0f oier individual mnen-
ben "1who are led tp with skyrocket-
lg pries and vanishing jobs, and
frustrated by unrespinsive. govern-
ment and Irresponsible corpora-
tions."

Thse. plcdging $15 or nore for
their saminbership were promised a
qsiarle ly news letter. But we have
sreen no newsleti-r since' Auspt.

- -- -- -** - - --. .-.. - -...-- - .~- - -. . .-. --..- ~ ~-.

There L is "(Clizt-n Acti-m HOtwcrl
Ihrough which the organla.iioon Inv)
;z., to pull r embera on important P.
sues.

Tbere is a vague r, fcrence in tb
literature to "avmnPC V.t'mr' Al!
RnC." That apparpatly is the arm r.
the. urgaization that dirtily or WI),
redly endotes cadidate.

Nlowhere In the 1i4rature ur in the
sale6 pieb Is IIre any mention
whabKv, i endom ents ol car-
ddteLs. ho fact, igg.% s*id the or-
gInintio dil not caiduwe candi-
dates

The 'Ma2rch Agaiuit IteaaMisn I
was a betrayal of tme bued 1
PemPIC Imlieving it was a non-parti-
san respea and Inlormnationi a3ni-
zation.

Tere is a need for such an orgni-
zation In Pennsylvania. Too often,
consumers are not aware of the stte
and federai isvs vinal b thein. If
I'ennPIC wants to be a political or-
gaiatiom. It should sao Itself as
sucb. H it wants to provde the ser-
vk. It promisd then It should stay
out of politics and spend its time and
resource iubaumning Its maubers
abuvt eonulner isau.

* t
!

c .,'I

M% , F M.W -Aux



REEIV. T'HE Fe
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THOMAs R. ASHER, P.C. 8OCt30 :I
1819 H STREET, N. W.

SUITE 620
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006

(202) 459-1540

THOMAS R. AsHEn OF COUNSEL

REX WElL SUSAN S. LIBERMAN

October 29, 1984 C=

Ms. Marybeth Tarrant (7)
Office of the General Counsel C-7
Federal Election Commission " '
1325 K Street, N.W. .M
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: MUR-1822 (Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition)

Dear Ms. Tarrant:

C4w Please find enclosed a Statement of Designation of Counsel
in the above-captioned case, designating this firm to represent
the Respondent, Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition.

I would appreciate it if you would take whatever steps are
necessary to see that all further correspondence in this matter
is directed to this office at the above address.

Ve truly urs,

re r'JulK

Enclosure



N'V
" STATzrr 0?- DES IGHATION. TA-.hT0i 0? I SEL

Nt. 0? COUNSEL:.. , sY

ADD S:. t 9-f 4S.. "

TEZLM30IH: JLO-wdf4..,d

The above-named individual ii hereby desiSnated as my

counsel and is authorized to receive any o.tificat a o,, !ctions and other

communications from the Commission and to act on my behalf before

the Cormission..

/! 61r
Datot.-

Signa'

C,

qT P-ESPO,-whT'S NAME.:

31 5, 3 5+-.

MaIdJ PA 1E/o-

B.VSINzSS P3o0: ,/( M" t<

. a 0



LAW OFFICES

o)As R. ASHER, P. C.
1819 H STREET, N. NV.

C SUITE 620

ASHINOTON, D. C. 20006N,

P N

Ms. Marybeth Tarrant
Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASH INGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsel

October 19, 1984

MUR 1822 - Memorandum to The Commission

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Other ]

SENSITIVE - EXPEDITE

CIRCULATE ON PINK PAPER

INFORIMATIONAL

DI STRIBUJTION

Comnpl iance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)

0
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2043OC

October 19, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission

FROM: Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General CounseqL(/

SUBJECT: MUR 1822 - Pennsylvania Public
Interest Coalition

)On October 17, 1984, a complaint was filed by Gail Sherrod.
The complaint alleges that the Pennsylvania Public Interest

04 Coalition (PPIC), a corporation without capital stock, violated
2 U.S.C. S 441b and 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a) by making expenditures

" for partisan communications which were distributed to the general
.- public. */ The complainant states that she is not a member of

PPIC nor a part of its executive or administrative personnel and
tl was handed a flyer on a street corner which advertises a march and

rally for "People Against Reaganism" apparently sponsored by
PPIC.

This Office will make its recommendations to the Commission
r* upon receipt of the responses or expiration of the 15 day

response period afforded to the Respondent.

*/ It is noted that if this activity was undertaken by PPIC's
separate segregated fund, PPIC Voter's Alliance - Federal Fund,
certain questions are raised pursuant to 26 U.S.C. S 9012(f).



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

October 22, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Gail Sherred
1616 Kuntz Road
Erie, Pennsylvania 16509

Dear Ms. Sherred:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
which we received on October 17, 1984, against Pennsylvania
Public Interest Coalition which alleges violations of the Federal
Election Campaign laws. A staff member has been assigned to

V analyze your allegations. The respondent(s) will be notified of
this complaint within 24 hours. You will be notified as soon as
the Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should you

__ have or receive any additional information in this matter, please
forward it to this Office. For your information, we have

-- attached a brief description of the Commission's procedures for
handling complaints.

Please be advised that this matter shall remain confidentialin accordance with 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(B) and S 437g(a) (12) (A)

unless the respondent notifies the Commission in writing that
they wish the matter to be made public.

CSc

Ln Sincerely,

Ch

Associate

Enclosure



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D C 20463

October 22, 1984

SPECIAL DELIVERY
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

President
Pennsylvania Public

Interest Coalition
37 South 13th Street
Ninth Floor
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

RE: MUR 1822

Dear Sir/Madam:
C)

This letter is to notify you that on October 17, 1984, the
CNI Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges

that your corporation violated certain sections of the FederalElection Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"). A copy of
- the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR

1822. Please refer to this number in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
0D writing, that no action should be taken against your corporation
17 in connection with this matter. You may respond to the

allegations made against you within 15 days of receipt of this
C letter. The complaint may be dismissed by the Commission prior

to receipt of the response if the alleged violations are not
under the jurisdiction of the Commission or if the evidence
submitted does not indicate that a violation of the Act has been
committed. Should the Commission dismiss the complaint, your
corporation will be notified by mailgram. If no response is
filed within the 15 day statutory requirement, the Commission may
take further action based on available information.

You are encouraged to respond to this notification promptly.
In order to facilitate an expeditious response to this
notification, we have enclosed a pre-addressed, postage paid,
special delivery envelope.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
z . re relevant to the C s; -ion's an;,2cc of this ,tter



-2-

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify the
Commission, in writing, that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by sending a letter of
representation stating the name, address and telephone number ofsuch counsel, and a statement authorizing such counsel to receiveany notifications and other communications from the Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact Marybeth Tarrant,
the staff person assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4143.

Sincerely,

Char N. t~1
Gen $

/ sociate Genera 1' une

- /
Enclosures

Complaint
0Procedures

Envelope



October15,, 1984

TO: Federal Election Commission fl84 C 84O "
C/O General Council -

1325 K Street, No W,
Washington, D. C. 20463

Gail Sherred, the complaintant, of 1616 Kuntz Road, Erie, Pa. makes the *a
following complaint based on a violation, Section 114.3 of Title 11 of
the Federal Election Code of Federal Regulations as follows:

1. The complaintant is Gail Sherred who resides at 1616 Kuntz Road,
Erie, Pa., and is a Citizen of the United States of America.

2. The offending corporation is a Pennsylvania non profit corporation
known as Pennsylvania Public Interest Coalition (commonly referred
to as Penn PIC).

3. On personal knowledge the complaintant observed the distribution of,
and was handed a document, a copy of which is attached hereto as
Exhibit "A", on October fl, 1984 at approximately 1:10 O'Clock P.M.
in the vacinity of 8th and Peach Street, in the City of Erie, Pa.

*4. The complaintant is not a member of the offending corporation nor
Cn a part of the executive or administrative personnel or its family

or a member of the class of persons to whom partisan communications
,M may be made.

- 5. The complaintant also observed over a period of some 15 minutes an
individual distribution of copies, attached exhibited "A" to
casual pedestrians at the aforementioned time and place.

Ln 6. Based on information and belief, the offending corporation is

also making partisan communications and announcing time and place
for future events where partisan communications will take place,
see copy of excerpt from the Erie, Pa. Morning News of Friday

(.. October 12, 1984, Exhibit "B", hereto attached.

Before me, a Notary Public, personally appeared Gail Sherred, who being duly
sworn according to law, states that the foregoing complaint is true and
correct to the best of her knowledge and this complaint, including paragraph 5
is based on infromation and belief and that paragraph 3 is based on personal
knowledge, further that Gail Sherred is known to me to be the person whose
signature appeared on this instrument and acknowledges the same for purposes
therein contained. In whitness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affix
seal*.

in , 0 , L_ ":Otry Public

Ommisio, "
janu"'Y 7 798 Signature

sworn 4 subscribed. before me "I
.. o... ...... /_
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tesurce nter
Northwest T*Owy Iter-

Unit was hao-ws-mlef 13
'Ote state br a regialJ cor-ource cet~r ,

:.about $40,O Is n pro-
an m a ,
A Le ee- orfthe.T ...........

ter will provide *&"cred-
~4te courses for # w ar
i rnaay School teachnt the
Qcroc~npuatsin eleme1tary

4#~ day duegion.
4 will aso provide a ml-

er lab $or elementaryand
yihool teacher who arerea failiar with nskom.

,ter Those teachers can learn e-
at u*niques and devWpments in

h ltoer will offer the expertise
s al compute resource

nter~oard. director, and staff, as
I1 E that of the Pennsylvania
gher.EducaLion Assistane Agency
mputer information center, to aid
i0ol districts and non-public
lools in planning Jar expansion of
1'rocomputers

"T oo ta w -.. , - -A","tri 1meb to tholu , F*nd .y,' VtRm

tA7o , , ,s rell elift ne At lekh e
tRS.WIlter M e Mi s ch controvers myoles .eis lionadititam ha4,opnio tw.ol Of

b"tdw hav Ofdrm ,: , ou

U stem the flgh of buie Man en e sto ail

Grady ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~Rei eelhoe Cotr odsmll r voatin

ali inustrlin to foreign couries C.the pan the, Sunbt states. a yo can KOo
tha ith remrs under tis- erear e S _11c

ity aeredrsq. nlife to i o rt r
"k A"~b little res."Orw.~T e. Kl~easoip tseI

also ~ ~ ~ Saf~ is not anenoe'aekmerices proprams.geLeuie. u tde I f~IOAsmng said PenuniC be. not of g gJ titl lM nyscey
fkla e dorsed Democratic coon- 0.rt O~OV&&o Ta Otender Walter Mondale. Th AFT, .MI hl lown Ta I h siOCIQOPE and Ascatiof pat t" dust., Might 'have honWa the people's free expr

Democrats~Ofrece haeedre ~imof opinion on how to dWa
Cotti urged all laboreisano Ma 'o.ai

eaffected by Reagan polies t ..,-Mi Seflti1ced oL
"get Out in strong force" on Oct.,20. rGrady echoed Cotters' words, specifi-' itg ViolationZscally encouraging minorities to join
the march and rally. iullante payment of costs.'

PennPIC also distributed a press y o Dancy delivered therelease with remarks by other com. Cr dercover Erte Policq
munity leaders. on, ing to court records.

"We have built an impressive alli-
ance of labor, the black community,
peace organizations, environmental-
ists and others," said spokesman
Tony Ferritto of UE Local 506. "All
are united by the desire to g t rid of'
Ronald Reagan and hi., anti-people
politics."

"Our goal is to let the people be
heard," added Victor Dixon of the As.
sociation of Black Democrats.

Asmonga said the march and rally,
which will consist of PennPIC speak-
ers describing how Reagan policies
have hurt them, should encourage
people to vote.

e ewful of gs commonly26, whose last known

240E. 4t, wdain court records as

240 .. 24th, was also sentenced to
concurrent prison time for two other
counts of unlawful delivery of sets -
the drugs Tylenol with codeine an,
Doriden.

Dancy was also sentenced to one
year consecutive probation for un-
lawful, delivery of Tylenkol and Glu-
tethimide. Dancy, who was given
credit for prison time served, was
alido told to pay court costs. j ,

Six other drug possession charges,
merged for sentencing purposes upon

drugs t
offticer,

In other court business Th
Joseph Bonamino, 22, 626'1
was sentenced to ao r
12-month term at e r6
three years probation. for
stolen property and unwomrn
cation to authorities.

Bonamino is now serving
two years at Mercer for' ti
conspiracy, court records show

Bonamino was also senti
three years concurrent probat
an unrelated charge of *c
trespass. Bonamino kicked
basement window at 2014 Myr
cording to records.
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Federal Election Coumi*ion
c/o General Council
132!5 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1125 K SIRFET N.W
WASIIINGION.D.C. 20463
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Date Filmed J/JZc4A"" Camera No. 2

Cameraman 1.11IR105


