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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Decmer 21, 1984

Kathy Wilson
National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

RE: MUR 1807

Dear Ms. Wilson:

On October 12, 1984, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on December 18 , 1984, determined that on
V)} the basis of the information in the complaint, there is no reason

to believe that a violation of any statute within its
jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the Commission
closed its file in this matter. This matter will become a part of
the public record within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele

c BY: enneth A. Gro
Associate Gen al Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC. 20463

Deourber 21, 1984

John T. Dolan
Chairman
National Conservative Political

Action Committee
1001 Prince Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

RE: MUR 1807

Dear Mr. Dolan:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the allegations
of your complaint dated September 28, 1984, apd determined that
on the basis of the information provided in your complaint, there
is no reason to believe that a violation of the Federal ElectionIn Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), has been committed.
Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file in this
matter. The Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant
to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this
action. See 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(8).

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. S 111.4.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele

Associate Ge ral Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of ))

National Women's Political Caucus )
Kathy Wilson, National Chair )

MUR 1807

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, recording secretary for the

Federal*Election Commission executive session of

December 18, 1984, do hereby certify that the Commission

decided by a vote of 4-2

MUR 1807:

1. Find no reason
Women's Politic
§ 441d.

2. Find no reason
Women's Politic
§ 100.8(b)(4).

3. Find no reason
Women's Politic
104.6.

4. Find no reason
Women's Politic
S 114.3(a)(1).

5. Find no reason
Women's Politi
S 114.3(c).

to take the following actions in

to believe that the National
:al Caucus violated 2 U.s.c.

to believe that the National
:al caucus violated 11 C.F.R.

to believe that the National
:al Caucus violated 11 C.F.R.

to believe that the National
-al Caucus violated 11 C.F.R.

to believe that the National
=al Caucus violated 11 C.F.R.

(continued)
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Page 2
Federal Election Commission
Certification for MUR 1807
December 18, 1984

6. Find no reason to believe that the National

women's Political Caucus violated 2 U.S.C.

S 441b(a).

7. Approve the letters attached to the

General Counsel's report dated December 
12,

1984.

8. CLOSE THE FILE.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McGarry, 
and Reiche

voted affirmatively for the decision; 
Commissioners

Harris and McDonald dissented.

Attest:

/02 - 2o - F2/
Date ScMarjorie W. Emmons

Secretary of the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

John T. Dolan
Chairman
National Conservative Political

Action Committee
1001 Prince Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

RE: MUR 1807

Dear Mr. Dolan:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the allegations
of your complaint dated September 28, 1984, and determined that
on the basis of the information provided in your complaint, there
is no reason to believe that a violation of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the Act"), has been committed.
Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file in this
matter. The Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant
to seek judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this
action. See 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(8).

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in
2 U.S.C. S 437g(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. S 111.4.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

BY: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINCTON, D.C. 20463

Kathy Wilson
National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

RE: 14UR 1807

Dear Ms. Wilson:

On October 12, 1984, the Commission notified you of a
C complaint alleging violations of certain sections of the Federal

Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

Ln The Commission, on , 1984, determined that an
the basis of the information in the complaint, there is no reaso=
to believe that a violation of any statute within its
jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the Commission

01 closed its file in this' matter. This matter wi11 bme-r- paf- of
the public record within 30 days.

o Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

BY: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report -
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASH INGTON, D.C. 20463

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Office of the Commission Secretary

Office of General Counsel~'~

December 12, 1984

MtJR 1807 - First General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda document

for the Commission Meeting of ________________

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

24 Hour No Objection
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Information
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Other
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DISTRIBUTION

Compilance

Audit Matters

Litigation

Closed MUR Letters

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
below)
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAI0
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION 17.]I2

COMPLAINANT'S NAME:

RESPONDENT'S NAME:

RELEVANT STATUTES:

RELEVANT ADVISORY
OPINIONS:

MUR # 1807
DATE OF COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC: 10/05/84
DATE OF NOTIFICATION TO
RESPONDENT: 10/12/84
STAFF MEMBER: Stephen Levin

National Conservative Political Action
Committee
John T. Dolan, Chairman

National Women's Political Caucus
Kathy Wilson, National Chair

2 U.S.C. S 431(8) (A) (i)
2 U.S.C. S 441b(a)
2 U.S.C. S 441d
2 U.S.C. S 44ld(a) (3)

11 C.F.R. S 100.8(b)(4)
11 C.F.R. S 104.6
11 C.F.R. S 109.1(b)(2)
11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a) (1)
11 C.F.R. S 114.3(c)

A.O. 1984-14
A.O. 1984-17

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

On October 5, 1984, the National Conservative Political

Action Committee (hereinafter "NCPAC") filed a complaint with the

Commission against the National Women's Political Caucus

("NWPC"). The complaint alleges that NWPC, a licensed non-profit

corporation under the laws of the District of Columbia, violated

the provisions of 2 U.S.C. S 441d by making expenditures for the

purpose of financing communications which expressly advocate the

defeat of Ronald Reagan without including the necessary
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disclaimer in those communications. The communications were in

the form of direct mailings conducted by NWPC to both its members

and to the general public. The complaint further alleges that

the communications which were sent to NWPC's members failed to

conform with the requirements of 11 C.F.R. SS 100.8(b) (4), 104.6,

114.3(a) (1), and 114.3(c). The complaint also suggests a

possible violation by NWPC of 2 U.S.C. S 441b(a), which prohibits

corporations from making any contributions or expenditures in

connection with a federal election.

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

The subject of this complaint by NCPAC is direct mailings

Li) conducted by NWPC to both members of the organization and to the

general public. These mailings attempted to raise money and

attract new members to NWPC by criticizing the attitude and

actions of the Reagan Administration with regard to the lack of

women in government positions and issues which predominantly

C-1 affect women. The mailings describe NWPC as "dedicated to

strengthening the role of women in politics and government" and

o urge people to support the organization in furtherance of those

goals.

NCPAC's allegation that NWPC violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d in the

course of these mailings rests on the conclusion that such

communications required the inclusion of a disclaimer. According

to that section, anytime anyone makes an expenditure with the

intention of financing communications which expressly advocate
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the defeat, in this case, of a candidate who is clearly

identified; or anytime anyone solicits a contribution through any

direct mailing, that communication, if it is "not authorized by a

candidate, an authorized political committee of a candidate, or

its agents," must include a disclaimer which clearly indicates

"the name of the person who paid for the communication" and that

"the communication is not authorized by any candidate or

candidate's committee." 2 U.S.C. S 441d(a)(3). It is true that

no such disclaimer appeared in these mailings. However, upon

review of the mailings in question, this Office concludes that no

such disclaimer was necessary.

As listed above, there are two possible situations which

would require disclaimers when such communications are not

authorized by any candidate or candidate's committee, as is the

case here; first, when there is express advocacy of the election

or defeat of a clearly identified candidate; and second, when

there is a solicitation for contributions through direct mail.

Neither of those situations is analogous to the matter at hand.

Of primary importance is the fact that there is no express

advocacy included within the communications in question in this

case. In Buckley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1975), the Supreme Court

held that in order for such communications to be considered

express advocacy they must be "unambiguously related to the

campaign of a particular federal candidate." Buckley, 424 U.S.

at 80. The Court provided an illustrative list of terms which,

if used, would be considered examples of express advocacy (words

like "vote for," "vote against," "elect," and "defeat"); a
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list which was codified in regulations promulgated by the

Commission in adopting the definition of express advocacy used in

Buckley. 11 C.F.R. S 109.1(b)(2). In this matter, the

communications did not reach those standards in that the mailings

were confined to discussions of issues important to women and to

the need, generally, for increased involvement of women in

government, at all levels, including as elected officials.

However, there was no mention of any particular candidate or

party in any particular election. That point is more clearly

made by reviewing the way Ronald Reagan's name and the topic of

LF) the presidential election were discussed in the context of NWPC's

if) mailings. Following are several typical examples:

The gender gap has burst onto the political scene, and
C% although it has been explained in a variety of ways,

everyone agrees that American politics will never be the
same. President Reagan is worried about it, and the
Democratic presidential contenders are trying to widen it.

o The fact remains that, for the first time in history, women
are a political force to be reckoned with.

C1 To be honest, our challenges promise to be greater than
ever. Not only do we face ongoing propaganda that obscures

IV the simple truth of the ERA... but also an Administration now
cr_ blindly fostering a new "feminization of poverty."

Today, on top of old-fashioned laws, the Reagan
Administration has proposed severe social program cutbacks
that drastically...and disproportionately hurt women (who
already make up 65% of all people on welfare).

(For additional examples, see the complete text of NWPC's
mailings, included as Attachment I.)

The second situation under which a disclaimer would be

required is one where the direct mailing solicits a contribution.

A contribution is anything of value provided by someone for the

purpose of influencing a Federal election. 2 U.s.c.
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S 431(8)(A)(i). Since, as previously established, nothing in

these communications could be read as constituting any sort of

electioneering, for any particular candidate or party, such

solicitations, although they did request money for the

organization, could not be said to have been for the purpose of

influencing a Federal election. Therefore, these solicitations

are not considered contributions for purposes of

2 U.S.C. S 441d(a)(3) and, as such, did not require the inclusion

of disclaimers. Accordingly, this Office recommends the

Commission find that there is no reason to believe that NWPC

violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d(a)(3) by not including disclaimers in

their direct mailings.

The complaint further alleges that NWPC's mailings violated

11 C.F.R. SS 100.8(b) (4), 104.6, 114.3(a)(1) and 114.3(c). This

Office recommends the Commission find that there is no reason to

believe that NWPC violated any of the regulations cited above for

-the following reasons.

Section 100.8(b) (4) permits corporations to incur costs for

communications to their members/stockholders (a restricted class)

without having those costs considered expenditures for the

purposes of the Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA" or the

"Act") so long as the corporation is not organized primarily for

the purpose of influencing a Federal election. Upon reviewing

NWPC's mailings, it is quite evident that such is not the primary
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purpose for which the corporation was organized. It has already

been established that NWC is an issues oriented, not election

oriented, group. That is evident from NWPC's mailings, wherein

all discussions of elections are informational and in furtherance

of the educational goals of the organization and not intended to

impact upon any particular party, candidate or election.

Section 100.8(b) (4) does contain an exception specifying

that when such communication costs incurred by a corporation

exceed $2,000 per election, they must be reported to the

Commission. That exception only applies, however, to

communications which are "primarily devoted" to "expressly

if) advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified

candidate." Such a reporting requirement is inapplicable to

communications which are "primarily devoted to subjects other

than the express advocacy of the election or defeat of a clearly

identified candidate." As previously established, there is no

evidence of any express advocacy in NWPC's mailings. Clearly

then, both because these mailings were devoid of any express

cr~ advocacy and because these mailings were devoted to subjects

other than express advocacy of any candidate, these mailings were

free of any violation of 11 C.F.R. S 100.8(b) (4).

Accordingly, NWPC's mailings were also not in violation of

11 C.F.R. S 104.6 as alleged. Section 104.6 governs the

reporting requirements of corporations which must file reports

pursuant to 11 C.F.R. S 100.8(b) (4), as outlined above. Since
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NWPC does not fall within the category of those corporations with

such reporting responsibilities, it follows that NWPC's mailings

cannot therefore be in violation of 11 C.F.R. S 104.6.

The complaint also alleges violations of 11 C.F.R.

S 114.3(a) (1) and S 114.3(c). The pertinent part of the former

section prohibits a corporation from making "contributions or

expenditures for partisan communications" to people outside of

the corporation's restricted class, i.e., its

members/stockholders, thus prohibiting such communications to the

N general public "in connection with a federal election." While it

is true that NWPC's mailings were distributed beyond the

LI) corporation's restricted class, i.e., to the general public, the

allegation nevertheless fails on several grounds. First, in

order to be considered a contribution or expenditure for the

purposes of the Act, such contribution or expenditure must be

made "for the purpose of influencing" a Federal election. As was

C-I established in a prior section of this report, NWPC's mailings

%71 were made for the purpose of informing people about issues, not

on for the purpose of influencing an election. As such, they cannot

be considered expenditures or contributions for the purpose of

the Act and therefore NWPC's mailings were not violative of 11

C.F.R. S 114.3(a) (1) on those grounds.

Furthermore, in order for such communications to violate

that section, they must be made "in connection with a federal

election." As has been previously established, NWPC's mailings

do not relate in any way to any election. The United States
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Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit required that in order for

a contribution or expenditure to be regarded as being in

connection with a federal election, a nexus must be established

between the alleged contribution or expenditure and the federal

election in question. Miller v. AT&T, 507 F.2d 759, 764 (1974).

In the matter at hand, no such nexus has been established.

All the communications in question concern themselves with issues

and do not discuss elections or candidates in an electoral

posture. Their mention of Ronald Reagan, for example, is only

related to his disagreement with NWPC on various issues. He is

not described in any way which could be construed as active

UI) electioneering by NWPC. Thus, these communications cannot be

n ~considered to be *in connection with a federal election" and

therefore do not fall within the purview of 11 C.F.R.

S 114.3(a) (1).

'-T Finally, in order for communications to constitute

C violations of 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a) (1) and S 114.3(c), as alleged,

' Zlr such communications must be considered partisan. Throughout

CO these regulations, the word "partisan" is used to connote support

of or connection with a particular candidate or party. The

communications in question here are not election oriented in any

way. As such they can hardly be considered partisan

communications within the meaning of 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a) (1) and

S 114.3(c) and, thus represents another reason why NWPC cannot be

held to have violated those regulations.
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In its final allegation, NCPAC, by referring to AO 1984-14,

suggests that NWPC violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b(a), under which it is

unlawful for any corporation "to make a contribution or

expenditure in connection with any election." AO 1984-14

involved a situation where voting guides (containing voting

records) were distributed, which characterized certain answers or

certain issues as right and wrong and as such were determined to

be violative of 2 U.S.C. S 441b. However, a situation more

analogous to the one at hand existed in AO 1984-17, which

CIN distinguished election or candidate oriented communications which

tn would be considered contributions or expenditures in connection

U) with an election and, as such, would be unlawful (such as those
cited in AO 1984-14), from issue oriented communications which

would not be considered contributions or expenditures in

0 connection with an election and therefore would be permissible

.(such as those cited in AO 1984-17).

CThe communications in question here clearly fall within the

latter category. They do not do any "electioneering," i.e., they

do not refer to anyone as a candidate and they do not mention the

subject of voting in any particular election. They are strictly

issue oriented and they do not make any connection between the

issues raised and any specific election. As such, this Office

recommends the Commission find that there is no reason to believe

that NWPC violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b(a).
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Political Caucus violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d.

2. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Political Caucus violated 11 C.F.R. S 100.8(b)(4).

3. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Political Caucus violated 11 C.F.R. S 104.6.

4. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Political Caucus violated 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(a)(1).

5. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Political Caucus violated 11 C.F.R. S 114.3(c).

6. Find no reason to believe that the National Women's
Cn. Political Caucus violated 2 U.S.C. S 441b(a).

%M 7. Approve attached letters.

12 8. Close the file.

Charles N. Steele
a' General Counsel

Associate Gene-;7 CounselC,

Attachments
Attachment I (Copy of NWPC's mailings)
Letter to Complainant
Letter to Respondent



Itional W/omen's Political 0 J

Dear Friend,

The results of Election Day, 1982 present one of the greatest challenges
the women of this century have ever faced. I'm inviting you to join me and more
than 70,000 other people -- women and men -- in meeting that challenge.

Those of us concerned with women in the American political system had high

hopes for that election. We hoped that when the votes were counted, women

candidates would have made the most significant gains in history. And their
gains, we knew, would mean gains for all of us -- economically, socially and
politically.

But money speaks in our political system. And the sad, hard fact is that
in 1982, the money raised to support women's political action just wasn't

enough.

Four women candidates running for the Senate lost. Both women running for
governorships lost. The number of women seated in state legislatures rose only
1% -- from 12% to 13%.

Where do the women of America go from here? You will help answer that
question. And you have two choices. You can look at those results as reason

ifor despair. Or you can look at them as a great challenge. If we despair, we
go backward -- and have women lead the lives of second-class citizens. If we
look on it as a challenge, WE GO FORWARD -- and fight even harder.

we at the National Women's Political Caucus -- the national network
dedicated to strengthening the role of women in politics and government -- ask
you to join us in fighting harder.

Have we a choice?

as long as women continue to be discriminated against
virtually from the day they're born until the day they die

-- discriminated against in the education they get, in the
jobs they can get, in the medical care they get, in their

M ability to get financial credit and insurance ...

as long as the majority of single households are headed by
women ...

as long as women hold the dubious honor of being the
fastest growing poverty group in the country ...

as long as women's right to reproductive choice is in
constant danger from repressive legislation ...

as long as these sorry conditions exist, we must continue
to fioht to bring woomen into all levels of elective office

(over, please)

1411 D. 20005 1202:347-4456m "0



and into every other decision- n 'e Q o vernment
so that as 52% of the population, women are. Mo longer
underrepresented.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is seeking help from
people of all ages, backgrounds and political persuasions. We need to join
forces to ensure that there will be a strong array of progressive women
candidates in the 1984 race. Women capable of winning!

It's not going to be easy. Women seeking political office have much to
overcome: tacit "quota" systems for nominations ... male-oriented "old-boy"
networks that control funding ... sexist attitudes in party workers, union
leaders, businessmen with money and power --- and even in voters. They also
have to overcome insecurities in many women -- the women who've been
conditioned to feel that a man is somehow better and smarter than a woman.

But every woman candidate who does stand up against these odds helps make
the world a better place for all of us. That's why they deserve your support.

Let me give you a startling fact:

Every pieceof legislation primarily affecting womenconsidered by Congress in 1981 was introduced bywa n.

L)
Wcmen in government are generally far more sensitive to matters that

N)9 pertain to the quality of life than men. They are, by and large, concerned
with seeing that consumers are protected ... that children are properly cared
for ... that social services are offered to those in need, including abused

7children and rape victims.

0 They are usually more aware, too, of unfair employment conditions and are
trying to improve the quality of life that we all lead. The feel a
responsibility to the future.

There is little doubt that an increase of women in government can only DL_
the long run, produce a better world for everybody.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is looking to the future
... is planning now for 1984.

What we're taking on is no small task. But neither is it an impossible
one. Not if we use our resources properly. Not if we start now.

We've learned from the past. We know we need to intensify our efforts
creatly. And that we need to seek out qualified, ambitious and progressive
w:oen in both parties who are capable of waging tough, head-on political
battles.

We also provide training that permits women to function most efficiently
as candidates.

And s-,nce no woman stands alone, we must also provide training for
ca..e:cn 7,nagers, fund raisers and the workers who actually go out and round

t.ne vote.

(next page, please)



There was a definite bright spot in the 1982 election. Wbmen made
significant gains in state legislatures. Nine hundred eighteen women seeking
state legislative office were elected. That was a victory for MORE THAN HALF
the women seeking state office.

Today, 25% of the Colorado state legislators are women. The
National Women's Political Caucus is working toward having women comprise at
least 25% of every state legislature in the country by the end of the decade.
(Even with the state legislative gains in the 1982 elections, they make up only
13% of these (state) bodies.

That's why, for 1984, we must concentrate even more intensively than
before on bringing women into state legislatures.

These legislatures are the training grounds for the future leaders -- the

women wiho will eventually move on to powerful positions of leadershp in our
country and give us what we have never had before -- a government that truly

represents all its people and is therefore able to offer the best to its
people.

I can think of no better time to quote the woman who proved to those who

V)l doubted it that women can stand equal with men in any political arena. In

1952, Eleanor Roosevelt said:

C "I believe we will have better government when men and

women discuss public issues together and make their

decisions on the basis of their differing areas of
concern for the welfare of their families and their

O world -- too often the great decisions are originated

and given form in bodies made up wholly of men, or so
0 * completely dominated by them that whatever of special

"1value women have to offer is shunted aside without

expresslon ...

Today, more than 30 years later, American women must refuse to be shunted

aside any longer. Rather, they must work actively to become part of the
governing process.

The National Women's Political Caucus has been engaged in many ongoing

activities to make that hope a reality. Activities like ...

... lobbying on all legislative levels for laws that guarantee
equal protection and equal opportunities for women

... organizing coalitions to testify at legislative hearings on
key issues

... b-ilding talent he.nr s to secure appointments of women to

non-elective office. Right now women's 52% of the population

(over, please)

0



supplies only 11% of federal appointees -- and, despite the

snowcase appointment of Sandra Day O'Connor, only 7% of the

federal judlciary.

We need to continue to turn facts like that around through public programs

and education campaigns. We need to make every woman fully aware of the power

mf her vote. AND WE NEED TO DO IT BEFORE ELECTION DAY, 1984.

Bit women voters are not our only target. For women to really become a

major force in American politics, they need to become the candidates supported

by both parties and both sexes.

More men also need to realize that women like Margaret Chase Smith,

El izabeth Holtzman, Barbara Jordan and Shirley Chisholm, exceptional though

they are, are more than the exceptions that prove the rule.

There are many, many women in this country who are viable and deserving

candidates for public office -- women who can and who will contribute their

special value to the political scene.

In the 18th Century, our Founding Fathers cried "No taxation without

7 representation!" and went on to win their freedom.

%Isn't it time that we all began to think of ourselves as the new breed of

U) Founding Mothers and Fathers, helping to bring about the good, safe and fair

wrld that we want, not only for ourselves, but for our daughters and sons!

we dare not give up now. We must face the challenge posed by the 1982

election to all Americans concerned about women's future 
in this country.

We at the National Women's Political Caucus are leading the efforts to

C) meet that challenge. To succeed, we need your help.

The National Women's Political Caucus needs 30,000 more concerned citizens

Cto join its ranks in the next six months. That will make us 100,000 strong!

And, th:.s will give us the clout and the funds we need to strengthen our work

11" in recruiting, training, financing and electing more progressive women

candidates to public office in 1984.

I have sent you this letter in the hope that you will be one of those

concerned Americans.

Today, right now, reach for your checkbook and make out a check for $20 --

or more if you can -- to help the National Women's Political Caucus. We know

that with enough support such as yours behind us, we can finally bring about

the day when women do win the seats in Congress, do get the fair share of major

appointments, judgeships and governor's chairs that are their rights as

ci ti zen s.

Sincerely,

Nati l y oason

National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus



HARRIETT WOODS

My dear f el low American,

On March 8, 1982, 1 announced I would seek the Democratic Party
nomination for the U.S. Senate seat from Missouri. Despite my long
record in puiblic office, power-brokers in my own party tried to block
my candidacy and filed another candidate against me. They said that a
womian couldn't appeal to all kinds of voters, that a woman couldnot
raise large campaign donations, and that voters wouldn't accept my
positions on women's issues like the ERA and abortion.

I did win the primary -- overwhelmingly -- raising more money
than my opponents and gaining support in rural and urban areas.

I went on to run hard -against the incumbent. Although eventuallywe raised more than a million dollars, it was a real struggle to get
the early money necessary to build momentum for victory. My opponent
outspent me by more than two to one and I lost the race, but it wasan exciting and close race. Very close.

From the beginning I received help from the National Womien's
Political Caucus. They helped me financially and with organizing and
campaigning. I know how important that support was in building my
near-victory.

I learned a great deal in the race for Senate. And, I want toX ~share with you my conviction that the Natio'nal Women's Political
Caucus must play a leading role in propelling women to victory in
1984.

But the NWPC is only as strong as its membership. That is why
they are planning now for the 1984 elections in the hopes of
enlarging their numbers even more -- building an assertive and strong
constituency for progressive women candidates.

That's why I urge you to lend your support to the National
Women's Political Caucus -today.

Woods
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TO: The National Women's Political Caucus
1411 I( Street. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005

I'm ready to face the challenge with,youl Count me In as an Associate Member.
And use my contribution to seek out- and support strong progressive women

candidates for the 1984 Elections. Be sure to keep me Informed throughout the
year with my copy of Women's Political Times.

Enclosed Is my membership
I-1 $20 0 $35 0 $50

FROM:

contribution of:
0 $100 0 $250 f-l Other $-.

Please make your check payable to N ltdiol Women's Polltkial Caucus. if you're already a member of NWI'C. please help u-srow by passinS this on to a friend. Thank you.
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Kathy Wilson
National Women's Political Caucus

Dear NWPC Member,

1983 has been a banner year for women in politics. 1984 could
be historic.

The gender gap has burst onto the political scene, and
although it has been explained in a variety of ways, everyone
agrees that American politics will never be the same. President
Reagan is worried about it, and the Democratic presidential
contenders are trying to widen it. The fact remains that, for the
first time in history, women are a political force to be reckoned
with.

C17 Think of what that could mean.

It could mean that we will elect record numbers of progressive
UI) women to office at every level of government.

r~o It could mean that we will call the shots when it comes to
01- setting buidget priorities and formulating national policy.

IT Or it could mean that we~ will let this opportunity pass us by
and return to "politics-as -usual".

C0

Well, I am not willing to sit this one out, and I am confident
that you aren't either. Your membership in the National Vkmen's
Political Caucus has been instrumiental in our campaign to recruit
and elect progressive women candidates in the past. I am asking you
to renew your membership now so that our victories will be even

CO greater in 1984.

This year the stakes will be higher than ever. The NWPC
received overwhelming press coverage during our national convention
last summer, and the spotlight will remain on us. People across the
country will be watching to-see if we really have the power to
balance the political equation for women.

I say we do. Buat we must work together to make it happen. I
believe that 1984 will be the year of the woman candidate -- and
the Caucus is the organization for the woman candidate.

For over 12 years now the NWPC has been recruiting and
s-%.,ppcrting progressive women candidates at every level of
government. Since 1971, the number of women mayors has grown from 7
to 72. Seats held by women in the state legislatures has increased

(over, please)
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to 901 f rom 36 2. We have made phenomenal progress -- but we still
have much to do.

The strength of the NWPC has always been its active members --
like you. .You are a part of the Caucus'I backbone, part of an
historic camipaign to make our Political representatives just that
-- representative -- of our needs, our concerns and our priorities.

There are thousands of women -- oommunity leaders, political
activists, homemakers, professional movers and shakers -- who are
considering running for office -- maybe even you. They're wondering
what it will take to win. They're skeptical about their prospects
of beating well-organized, highly financed "good old boys." We must
reach them now and let them know that if they will commit
themselves to women's equality, we will commit ourselves to them.

If the Caucus can be there at the very beginning of the
campaigns to raise money, organize staff and volunteers, supply
campaign managers, we will go all the way to a victorious election
day.

These candidates need us now. The Caucus needs you now. Wemust take the initiative now to help progrsiewmncniae
run -- and win.

Your support in the past has brought us to this crossroads in
the political landscape. Only with your continued support can we
make 1984 the year of the woman candidate. Renew your membership in
the National Women's Political Caucus today and be a part of
history in the making.

Sincerely,

yyilson
National Chair

P. S. Remembers an additional contribution over and above your dues
will support Caucus programs both in your state and at the
national level. If you renew your membership immediately, you
h-ill save the Caucus the exp~ense of sending you another
reminder. Thank you.
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Yes! I want to see more women elected to office in 1984.
Yes! You may continue to count on me to support the Caucus. Use my contribution to increase women's
participation as voters, candidates and elected officials.

LI I want to renew and more! I'm cnclosing a check for a total of:
[ $30 1] $50 LI $100 [] Other$

fI I don't choose to make an extra contribution, but I enclose my annual dues of $20.

I I ! would like to participate in 6'al
Caucus activities. Please send mn
the name of my state contact.

Plea.se" make &nch 'ks IIyil l to NNW...

Natimal \\omeni's Politic:al Catect.s, 1411 ! Stretd, N.\V. Washinigton, D).C. Mxl.i -.
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KATHY VI LSON

Dear Friend,

A wonderful thing is happening on the way to the voting booth.

Women are voting in far greater numbers than men -- and I'm talking about
MILLIONS -- and they're voting their own minds, their own hearts and their own
hooes for the future.

Ask the three governors of Michigan, New York and Texas. They'll tell you
about the voting power of women. The women's vote elected them in 1982.

Who benefits when more women exercise their voting power and take a more
active role in politics? The entire nation, that's who! Women bring special and
unique values into the political arena -- values which can help safeguard the
future of this country and this planet.

Women can help build a brighter, safer future. It's a future in which our
children will have clean air and water.. .in which they can live without
violence...in which they can grow without fear of nuclear war.

Such a future can be more than a dream. It can become a reality. If you help
ifn rake it possible.

.") One very potent way you can help bring it about is by making a special
contribution to the National Women's Political Caucus. Your contribution will
help brinq more and more women into the political arena at every level of
government:

We need your help and we need it now. Consider these chilling statistics:

-"7* 16.6% of all households are headed by females: but

c these families make up HALF of all poor families.

V" * 63% of all poor people over 17 years of age are women.

* The National Advisory Council on Economic Opportunity
predicts that by the year 2000, the entire poverty
population will be women and children
living in female-headed households.

* A woman college graduate can expect, over a life-time,

to make S1,600,000 LESS than her male counterpart.

Is this what we want our country's future to look like? Is that economic
equality? Of course not! Nor is it educational equality when the current
administration w.akens the laws that prohibit sex discrimination in schools.

T-h nly wav w.e can achieve true equality on all levels is by making
th-r legislative voices sound out louder and clearer than ever.

A.nd they can do Dust that, thanks to the National Vbmen's Political Caucus.

(over, please)

N .atlina.l \%Vi-mcn.. '.s l.lu : l( a ,' , 1 K ,a.'.N \, ,.;:,. , L I , ( (



:ever before have wdmen been so ready to take their rio:htful place at the
-ecision-making tables of this country. 'Never before nave tney teen so prepared,
so st.rong and in a position where they can do so rruch to ma:e the difference for

4th: future -- not just of women, but of the entire nation.

There's one important "but" in all this. Let's face it. Women don't

automatically get into and advance in politics by the same comfortable "old boy"
routes that men do. They have a harder time raising money. Attracting workers.
wvinning over party regulars. Establishing credibility.

That's why it's so important right now to ensure and strengthen the ways in

which women can successfully get into and become a part of our government.

And that's why it's so important for concerned people like yourself to lend
support to the 'Naticnal Women's Political Caucus.

The National Women's Political Caucus is pledged to bring more technical

support, more money, more campaigners, more expertise and more voters to the aid

of more progressive women -- Democratic and Republican -- so that they can win

election to all levels of political office.

We know that progressive women candidates are this nation's insurance policy
for the future. In turn, the National Women's Political Caucus can be -- with
your help -- their insu*rance for victory. And their victories are victories for
all women in this country because almost all the women who successfully enter

Lf) government feel -- and honor -- their cormmitment to the women's political
movement by:

-- hiring women for their staffs;
-- speaking to other women about political involvement;

'-- seeking out women in making their political appointments;
-- lending their names and prestige to efforts on behalf of women.

It wasn't so long ago that most men opened doors for women.. .literally. But

the real doors -- the doors to economic and political opportunity -- were kept

tightly closed.

Well, women are starting to open those doors for themselves -- and now, for

women today as well as for future generations, it's time to see that the doors
are opened wider.

We can do it. We must do it.

You can help build a better future -- right now. Your support will bring us

closer to the day when women will have an equal say in government; when women's

equality under the law will be assured by our own votes.

Please sit down right now and send your personal contribution of $25, $35,

$50 or whatever you can. When you do you are helping ensure the place of women

and women's rights in government.- And when you do that, you are helpinq yourself,
,o family and your country.

Sincerely,

eKlat- h.'ilson
National Chair
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NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

By all means, bring more women into politics!
I agrce-thcy can help make this a bcttcr country. Hierc is my conribution to hilp t National W\xnwns Political Caucus sock out

and support strong progressive women candidates bir natiomlu, st ate and hIwal elections.

Enclosed is my check for:

LI $25 U $35 E $50 EU $100 LI $250 U OTHER $.-..

I1 Please charge my rcmittac to:
l MustcrC ard 0 VISA

Credit Card N ..
MastcrCard Bank # .... ....
I-xpiratmon Datc . . .
S igu.ut tre . .. ...

Plakc nur check paabk Wo Natiml ll'mr#a lolitiral (.'nae, jmi ikl in diuc 'iuckhd cowckvv to NWI'C. 1411 K Nrmi. N.V. WashMgton. I).(. 2(NNIS.
1Th1.k n.
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NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS

Kathy Wilson

%alifuaI Chair

Dear Friend,

Fewer than 20 men were able to keep 118 million people out of the
Constitution.

You and I together can help make the dream of equality for over half the
%pe-rican population come true.

;fter the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment, in June of 1982, you and
I could have just given up. But rather than dashed hopes, I feel a new -- and
energizing -- excitement.

it's as though I can hear the applause and see the ovation that greeted
re-introduction of the ERA in this Congress.

That cheering froarI" the House gallery on the opening day of the 98thCongress echoes as an encouraging reminder that our fight for women's equality
Vf) can and must be won.

Th be honest, our challenges promise to be greater than ever. Not only do
we face ongoing propaganda that obscures the simple truth of the ERA...but
also an Administration now blindly fostering a new "feminization of poverty."

Results of this disastrous trend are:

..a poor population in this country made up of
75% women and children;

.. and 33% of full time working mothers earning less
than S7,000 a year

Wi"li"'y6 hi-- ,e can wo6rkt-o6 "r"'~si"the",r.senin conomic plight of
women. We can work to ensure passage once and for all of a long overdue
Constitutional amendment that would guarantee women fair ... and equal ...
treatment under the law.

That's why I'd like to invite you to join the National Women's Political
Caucus at this critical time in history.

The need for more women as elected officials was demonstrated only too
clearly in the recent U.S. House of Representatives defeat of the Equal Rights
Amencment. It was a soene that we have witnessed all too often -- a mostly
white, mostly male group of legislators denying women equality once again.

There was, however, one very significant and very bright spot. 20 of the
22 C~noresswDrnen voted for constitutional equality; 8 Republicans and 12

(over, please)
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Democrats. For women, equal rights cuts across economic, party and ideological
lines. It is clear that with more women in office, the unrepresentative few
will never again be able to defeat the will of the majority.

As the "political arm" of the women's movement, the Caucus is now at the
forefront of a sweeping new movement in American politics. Our goal: to
increase the nuhber of women in elective and appointive office at all levels
of government. Our first priority: to increase the number of women and pro-ERAsupporters in Congress and the state legislatures to pave the way for futureratification of the amendment.

It's especially important now that we intensify efforts to recruit ...
endorse ... and support pro-ERA candidates as they gear up for the 1984
election cycle.

NWPC's ongoing "Win With Women" campaign -- successful in every election
year since 1974 -- has helped bring the anti-ERA states of Florida, Illinois,
and North Carolina significantly closer to future ratification.

The November 1982 election doubled the number of women in the Florida
State Senate...and increased by 50% the number of women in the Florida House.

The defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment made us all painfully aware that
LV our basic human rights can stand or fall according to political whims.

But think with me for a minute about those rights.

As I travel around the country, I'm surprised again and again how many
Vmyths, exaggerations, and outright lies surround these simple words:
C) Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied

or abridged by the United States or by
o any state on account of sex.
C_7 Equal Rights Amendment, Section 1

SThat sounds straightforward ... and it is. Translated plainly, the ERA
O ,says that' if a law restricts women's rights, that law will: norlongeribe Valid.SAnd if.a law protects women's rights,. that .protection will be extended .to .men.

as well.

For years, discriminatory laws -- most likely in your home state -- have
affected a woman's ability to own-or transfer property ... bring a lawsuit to
court ... even buy car insurance or get a credit card in her own name.

Consider the case of Ellen S. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who paid
40% more for her disability insurance than a male of the same age and
occupational status.

Or, consider the case of Betty S. in Hampton, Virginia. After sharing a
30-year military career with her husband, Betty found herself divorced ... and

(next page, please)
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ineligible for any part of her husband's retirement plan, insurance, or
military benefits.

Many American wives who think "what's his is mine" are WRONG.

Despite what our opponents say, you and I know passage of a
Constitutional amendment guaranteeing women's rights won't mean we have to
share public restrooms, give up alimony, or change the traditional family
structure.

Itwill mean that the property rights of married women will be guaranteed
in states where those rights are now practically non-existent.

It will mean that a homemaker's non-monetary contribution to her family
will be recognized along with the monetary contribution of her bread-winner
spouse.

' The sexism that-exists- in t-oday, s'legal system is based on medival-*-
common law that reinforced the rights of white; propertied^males. While some
impovements hav6-been :.rmde in" te "last"two decades, a woman's contribution in
and out of the home is not considered equivalent to her husband s
contribution. Consider a" world where

... 52% of working-age women are in
the labor force

.the number of working women has nearly
doubled in the last 20 years

... women head 16.6% of all family households

SToday, on top of old-fashioned laws, the Reagan Administration has
proposed severe social program cutbacks that drastically...and disproportionately

Shurt women (who already make up 65% of all people on welfare).

These statistics are what make passage of the ERA imperative. We simply
cannot be lulled into complacency.

It's true, we've "come a long way."

Young women today have more opportunities than ever before in education
employment ... juggling any number of work and family options.

Since the ERA first passed Congress in 1972, the debate about it has
spurred new federal legislation and court decisions promising women equal
credit, equal education, and equal employment opportunities.

But current anti-discrimination, laws aren't enough. Their haphazard
enforcement, overwhelming case backlog, and limited scope make them totally

(over, please)



inadequate for guaranteeing such a basic right as Constitutional equality.

The fact is, twenty years after passage of the Equal Pay Act, the earning
g between men and women has actually widened.

This earning gap has given way to an explosive new political phenomenon
-- "the gender gap." For the first time in history, women in the 1980 and 1982
elections voted independently of men. Their increasing dissatisfaction with
Reagan's policies have led pollsters to predict far-reaching changes in
k.-erican politics -- as the women's vote is heard.

Now, here's where your'help can make a difference.

a/ joining the National Women's Political Caucus today, you will increaseour chances of electing officials sympathetic to women's concerns at all
levels of public office.

When you join the thousands of women and men who already belong to the
rNW'PC, you'll lend your support to the most effective, hard-hitting political

am- action group in the women's movement today.

en Since our beginnings in 1971, the Caucus has played a significant role in
winning dozens of posts for women in top political positions ... tripling theI) number of women in political office since '73 ... and putting a record number
of women in Congress.

Your contribution now of $20, $35, $50 -- whatever you can give -- will
provide crucial backing for our Appointments Project (the only national
project that puts women into the system through appointive office in federal

o government and the judiciary) ... and our "Win With Women" campaign to provide
financial, personnel, and technical support to pro-ERA candidates.

* Please -- join us in this fight to make the American ideal of equality aCreality. Return the enclosed membership form to me today.

Sincerely,

Kaiyy ion
National Chair

P.S. Take a look at the enclosed brochure for some startling facts on American
women's legal rights. Then, send your contribution to the Caucus, as
generous as you can make it.

You can help guarantee women are more equally represented in state
aeaislatures, Congress, the Cabinet ... and, most important of all, the
Constitution.



AmericanWomen

*You are*denied
rights!

*.. If) SoMe states, flayl)C
CvCn yoir own!

Yot Ell)' tltot l) e cttitlcd
to .IIv profits fron ;s blsi-

0Cs% jJoiitly of)crated with
otir Imtshbandc.

Yotl t11:1)', 1tmIbe enttitled

it) alny f tie rent m11t0c1y if
1'3 IIid )'dour hmtIsl)tii takc

iII I hoarder.

Yt'i may be cha~rgecd for

dcrscrtiotl 1)ol1 if yotir ims-
bidc moitvei~d yoll rel'tse
to lollow . . . or if)'01i lo()ve

;ilsd li" r"tiss to f"ollow.
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Protect Your
lega-d Riglts!

lIlectilig nore women and pro-women
candidates to state legislatures can help
guarantee ratification of the ERA next
time around.

Join ibe National W1otiWen's Political
c(aicus totda-return the enclosed

form with your membership contribu-

tion in the postpaid envelope provided.
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IM R EADY FOR CONSTITUTIONAL EQUALITY!
*. and want Ut) j)in the National Wo mn'iis Political Caucus in support I understand m)' gift of $20 or more

of the ERA. "1i) wipe out inequities of uinderrcpresentation anti uncqual makes me an Associate Mcmer of I
treatment, pease use my contrihution to help elect women candidates the (aluctis and entitles me to a ycar's

to state legislatures. Congrcss, and all levels of public office. subscripl ion to Woneius Political

fIlere's m y cohtribution of: T ne. ¢

520 [1 $535 0 550 [1 5100 0 Other S_ PIc return this forn with yt r ch 'ck (mac h

2 5payable tt, t -ic N ational W om en's Po litical
CaUCUS) m I l I K Strct. N.W. Wasingtim.
D.C. 2(XxA. 7*IN~tk.lv)#

o - ta t ctihrg m y rncnuiw r-hip re milanct' to:

o Matst-Crrd [] Visa

Credit (art N_

Mast-rCard Bank #

E Expiralii )at "

... ... .... _Signature

lease make your check payable to National Women's Poltikal Caucus. If youm'e alrea 1y a MemAe of NWPC. pleas* help us grow by passinS this on to a friend. Thank you.



Whatwill.firem
tle ERA

do for you?
This siuni)le Constfltstiomial aieiid-

uiell will guaramle dial wnomei enjoy
* ie same legal righms imn do-rights

yoi mlay assume you :ilready ave. I [ere
are some examples:

1lie Right to Employment
(:tirrelt laws arc severely limited, inade-

quately enforced, and have resultcd iii a dis-
couraging backlog of court cases. For cxam-
plc. fedcral government I(raining pro grams
such as thc.lob Corps currently havc just
30".. women enrolled. WVIon working full-
time today still earn substantially less than
iheir male coilerparls ... mid ;ire oftei

clustered in low-paying, dead-end jobs.

"lhl- I-RA would open iul ) all kinds of publicq l4 aid training opporunities. In addition, it
'ould elininate laws which restrict a woln-

all's oplrunity to work in certain jobs anid
tile hours hey can work. When siCIt laws
really do prl)otl the health or salety off
workers, this protection would be extenlded

to men ;s well as vomen.

1lie Right to Pensions
while miainy employees think their pe'ii-

sion rights will auntomatically go it) their sur-
viviig slpuse, many cotill'aliis have Strict
age eligibility laws and retquir" sigiiuir

agreecnailts. I lonitniakers oflten find them-
selves ineligible for Social Security-becaiuse
of divorce or absence of a husband's signa-
(tire. Women who l)uy pensions and annui-
ties are also sub)ject to discrimination in [lhe
prices they are chargd, even if they are of
he sanei age and occtUpational status as their

male countrparts.

Under the IRA, pension applicants would
be judged ol the basis of their merits and
not on lite basis of dicir sex.

i p" s toni n lu (0114111sI Sq.u Wole I bupq)

Tie ght to Property
In so e cases, a will cannot use solely her

name when applying for a drivers license ...
registering a car ... and selling property
without a husband's Consent. In some states,

property thal is acquired during a marriage is
considered to) be the husband's and tlie wife
cannot make decisions affecliig tie pro)-
crty withouit his consent.

Ilnder the FIA, she would have thc saimc

rights as her husbanid to make decisions oin

proplrty salcs and mn:aiiigement.

The Right to Education
Miost people assille Title IX of tile iduca-

tion Aielndlcnt: protects thmli from sex dis-
crimination in ite schools, but this 1972 law
is poorly cnfirccd and may not necessarily
apply to schools that are single sex. li fict, if
tile leagai Adiiniiistration is succcsslil inl a
case now hcfolre lite Stpreme Cotirt, Title IX
will apply only to specific prograis directly
receiving fedcral funds. This wotld leave

niany Schols and colleges Viruiially free 1to
discriminate in -in)' way they chose.

Inder lte EIA, there will be legal groaii,

for strict cnforcemieit of ettul treatcment ii,

athletics . .ecilities... enlpwoiucllt ...
scholarshiil)s .. loiis... or oili'r aslw s "

educational life at ;iiy school.

The Right to Alimony
md Child Support

(:urrentlv, a stlrprisingly sii;ill pcrcciii

age-o/i' IVA.-14 all divorced wIV.S 1.V

awarded any frim of alimnym C )f these l's.
thli| hi:llf :ec'tuially co(lec't. I'ndetr li1t |H.:..

iarriage would hbe vi'w.d ; an '.c itl

parmnership, with cactih S)potis" c ral c
spoisible for sul)ort (ftlie fAilv. lyiis ditl
cotld be rendered hy work omisid: of. it1sid
tile holie.

"I1 c FRA would recognize the coiurili
tion of unpalid services like h)isc'work ..
and woild leae a wilc less likely I() lie Icll
tnilmhauded in the ccn oif divorce.

'Ible Right to Ilnherit.uice.
Inlheritan.t e laws ill mo )st sI .1 u v t t' 'h

pen;lize a Widow if ter thish1iil dfi-s \villiti
a will or if he drawvs a will tht excluid. Ili'i

Ili most staltes, if thier e are titr % ig ,mildrc

she is eititled to onh' (iim-tiil dA oft, c.is .,

and ill several sit-.s, Ie C;ii ti .-\ I Ic c t..ix

•her nothing.

Tlhe ERA will rcC09Mii/c .I Imit it-taiiikcr,
contrilbtlioti mnd i'r rioti- s I i )ii111
acquired assets.
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-0: The National Women's Political Caucus
141 1 K Street, N.W.. Washington. D.C. 20005

!'m ready to face the challenge with youl Count me in as an Associate Member.
And use my contribution to seek out and support strong progressive women
candidates for the 1984 Elections. Be sure to keep me Informed throughout the
year with my copy of Women's Political Times.

Viclosed
$20

UDfM.LI)

Is my membership contribution of:
0 $35 0 $S0 0 $10 0 $250 0 Others

Please return this form with your check (made
payable to the National Women's Political
Caucus) to 1411 K Street, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20005. Tbank you

0 Please charge my membership remittance to:.
0 MasterCard 0 Visa

Credit Card #

MasterCard Bank #
Expiration Date

C) Signature

IAse help us Srow by passinS this on to a friend. Thnk you.

9)
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IF MAJED
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YOUR 20c STAMP WILL SAVE US POSTAGEIBUSINESS REPLY MAIL
n,, CLASS KW NO. 10775 ASHINGTON. D.C

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADOPZS

Notional Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W., #1110
Washington, D.C. 20005
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HARRIETT WOODO

My dear fellow American,

On March 8, 1982, I announced I would seek the Democratic Partynomination for tihe U.S. Senate seat from Missouri. Despite my longrecord in public office, power-brokers in my own party tried to blockmy candidacy and filed another candidate against me. They said that a
woman couldn't appeal to all kinds of voters, that a woman couldn'traise large campaign donations, and that voters wouldn't accept mypositions on women's issues like the ERA and abortion.

I did win the primary -- overwhelmingly -- raising more moneythan my opponents and gaining support in rural and urban areas.

oI went on to run hard against the incumbent. Although eventuallywe raised more than a million dollars, it was a real struggle to getOY _ the early money ne'cessary to build momentum for victory. My opponentoutspent me by more than two to one and I lost the race, but it wasLOf an exciting and close race. Very close.

From the beginning I received help from the National Women'sPolitical Caucus. They helped me financially and with organizing andcampaigning. I know how important that support was in building my
7T near-victory.
0D I learned a great deal in the race for Senate. And, I want to

share with you my conviction that the National Women's PoliticalCaucus must play a leading role in propelling women to victory in
1984.

But the NWPC is only as strong as its membership. That is whythey are planning now for the 1984 elections in the hopes of
enlarging their numbers even more -- building an assertive and strongconstituency for progressive women candidates.

That's why I urge you to lend your support to the National
Women's Political Caucus today.

Sincerely,

arriett Woods



N~nal Women's Political Cau*

Dear Friend,

The results of Election Day, 1982 present one of the greatest challenges

the women of this century have ever faced. In this 1984 election year I am

inviting you to join me and more than 70,000 other people -- women ind men -

in meeting that challenge.

Those of us concerned with women in the American political system had high

hopes for the 1982 election. We had hoped that wheni the votes were counted,

women candidates would have made the most significant gains in history. And

their gains would mean gains tor all of us -- economically, socially and

politically.

But money speaks in our political system. And the sad, hard fact is that

in 1982, the money raised to support women's political action just wasn't

enough.

In 1982 four women running for the Senate lost. And both women running for

governorships lost. But, in.1983 one woman was elected governor, four women

were elected mayor and women increased their ranks in the House of

C"* Representatives and state legislatures.

Ln What will American women do in 1984? You can help answer that question.

And you have two choices. You can despair or you can meet the challenge. If we

despair, we go backward -- and have women lead the lives of second-class

C'- citizens. If we look on it as a challenge, WjE GO FORWARD -- and fight even

harder.

We at the National Women's Political Caucus -- the national network
C dedicated to strengthening the role of women in politics and government -- ask

you to join us in fighting harder.

Have we a choice?

as long as women continue to be discriminated against

cr~ virtually from the day they're born until the day they die

-- discriminated against in the education they get, in the

jobs they can get, in the medical care they get, in their

ability to get financial credit and insurance

as long as the majority of single parent households are
headed by women ...

as long as the women hold the dubious honor of being the

fastest growing poverty group in the country

as long as women's right to reproductive choice is in

constant danger from repressive legislation ...

as long as these sorry conditions-exist, we muist continue to

fight to bring women into all levels of elective office and

(over, please)
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into every other decision-making aspect of the population,
women are no longer underrepresented.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is seeking help from
people of all ages, backgrounds and political persuasions. We need to join forces
to ensure that there will be a strong array of progressive women candidates inthe 1984 race. Women capable of winning!

It's not going to be easy. Women seeking political office have much to
overcome: tacit "quota" systems for nominations 0.0 male-oriented "old-boy"
networks that control funding ... sexist attitudes in party workers, union leaders,businessmen with money and power -- and even in voters. They also have to
overcome insecurities in many women -- the women who've been conditioned to
feel that a man is somehow better and smarter than a woman.

But every woman candidate who does stand up against these odds helps
make the world a better place for all of us. That's why they deserve your
support.

Let me give you a startling fact:

C"! Every piece of legislation primarily benefiting women
consid'ered by~ the 97th Congress was sponsored by a woman.

V) Women in government are generally far more sensitive to matters that
pertain to the quality of life than men. They are, by and large, concerned with

') seeing that consumers are protected ... that children are properly cared for ...
that social services are offered to those in need, including abused children and
rape victims.

They are usually more aware, too, of unfair employment conditions and are(7 trying to improve the quality of life that we all lead. They feel a responsibility
to the future.

There is little doubt that an increase of women in government can only, in
the long run, produce a better world for everybody.

CO That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is looking to the future
and the 1984 elections.-

What we're taking on is no small task. But neither is it an impossible one.Not if we use our resources properly. Not if we start now.

We've learned from the past. We know we need to intensify our efforts
greatly. And that we need to seek out qualified, ambitious and progressive
women in both parties who are capable of waging tough, head-on political
battles.

We also provide training that permits women to function most efficiently as
cand idates.

And since no woman stands alone, we must also provide training for
campaign managers, fund raisers and the workers who actually go out and round
U-P the vote.

(next page, please)



There were definite bright spots in the recent elections. Women made
significant gains in state legislatures. Nine hundred eighteen women seeking
state legislative office were effected. That was a victory for MORE THAN HALF
the women seeking state office.-

Today, more than 25%. of the Colorado and New Hampshire state legislatures
are women. The National Women's Political Caucus is determined to have women
comprise at least 25%. of every state legislature in-the country by the end of
the decade. (Even with the state legislative gains of the 1982 elections, women
hold only 13.37. of the total seats.)

That's why, in 1984, we must concentrate even more intensvely than before
on bringing women into state legislatures.

These legislatures are the training grounds for our future leaders -- the
women who will eventually move on to powerful positions-of leadership in our
country and give us what we have never had before -- a government that truly
represents all its people and is therefore able to offer the best to its people.

0% 1 can think of no better time to quote the woman who proved to those who
doubted it that women can stand equal with men in any political arena. In 1952,
Eleanor Roosevelt said:

I"') "I believe we will have better government when men and
women discuss public issues together and make their
decisions on the basis of their differing areas of
concern for the welfare of their families and their world

-too often the great decisions are originated and
C) given form in bodies made 21 wholly of men, or so'

completely dominated by them that whatever of special
value women have to offer is shunted aside without
expression

V Today, more than 30 years later, American women must refuse to be shunted
aside any longer. Rather, we must work actively to become part of the governing
process.

The National Women's Political Caucus has been engaged in many ongoing
activities to make that hope a reality. Activities like

lobbying on all legislative levels for laws that guarantee
equal. protection and equal opportunities for women

..organizing coalitions to testify at legislative hearings on
key issues

..building talent banks to secure appointments of women to
non-elective office. Right now women's 52% of the population

(over, please)



supplies only 8.37. df this Administration!s top-level
federal appointees -- and, despite the showcase appointment
of Sandra Day O'Connor, only 8.0%. of the federal judiciary.

We need to continue to turn facts like that around through public programs
and education campaigns. We need to make every woman fullj aware of the power
of her vote. AND WE NEED TO DO IT BEFORE ELECTION DAY7,_111 4.

But women voters are not our only target. For women to really become a
m~ajor force in American politics, they need to become the candidates supported
by both parties and both sexes.

Mobre men also need to realize that women like Margaret Chase Smith,
Barbara Jordan, Elizabeth Holtzman and Shirley Chisholm, exceptional though
they are, are more than the exceptions that prove the rule.

There are many, many women in this country who are viable and deserving
candidates for public office -- women who can and who will contribute their
special value to the political scene.

In the 18th Century, our Founding Fathers cried "No taxation without
representation!" and -went on to win their freedom.

C., Isn't it time thaf we all began to think of ourselves as the new breed ofFounding Mothers and Fathers, helping to bring about the good safe and fair
3) world that we want, not only for ourselves, but for our daughters and sons?

We dare not give up now. All of us concerned about the future of American
01. women must face the challenge of the 1984 elections.

We at the National Women's Political Caucus are leading the campaign to
meet that challenge. To succeed, we need your help.

The National Women's Political Caucus needs 30,000 more concerned
citizens to join our ranks in the next six months. That will make us 100,000

C strong! And, this will give us the clout and the funds we need to strengthen our
work in recruiting, training, financing and electing more progressive women
candidates to public office in 1984.

I have sent you this letter in the hope that you will be one of those
concerned Americans.

Today, right now, reach for your checkbook and make out a check for $20 --
or more if you can -- to help the National Women's Political Caucus. Together,
we can finally bring about the day when women do win the seats in Congress, do
get the fair share of major appointments, judgeships and governor's chairs that
are our rights as citizens.

Sincerely,

National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
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October 15, 1984

MEMORANDUM TO: The Commission N EIf!'Vf-I

FROM: Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counse

SUBJECT: MUR 1807

On October 5, 1984, the National Conservative Political
CY% Action Committee (hereinafter "NCPAC") filed a complaint against

the National Women's Political Caucus ("NWPCO), the respondent,
alleging that NWPC violated 2 U.S.C. S 441d by "making
expenditures for the purpose of financing communications which
expressly advocate the defeat of Ronald Reagan." NCPAC further
alleges that the NWPC violated 11 C.F.R. S 100.8(b)(4), S 104.6,
S 114.3(a)(1) and S 114.3(c) in the course of its direct mailings
both to the organization's members and to the general public.

Recommendations will be forwarded at the close of the 15 day
response period or upon receipt of the responses.



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D C 20463

5101S o October 12, 1984

SPECIAL DELIVERY
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Kathy Wilson
National Women's

Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

RE: MUR 1807

Dear Mr. Wilson:-

This letter is to notify you that on October 5, 1984, the
Federal Election Commission received a complaint which alleges

CN that you and the National Women's Political Caucus violated
certain sections of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as

1_n amended ("the Act"). A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We
have numbered this matter MUR 1807. Please refer to this number
in all future correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate in
writing, that no action should be taken against you and the
National Women's Political Caucus in connection with this matter.
You may respond to the allegations made against you within 15
days of receipt of this letter. The complaint may be dismissed
by the Commission prior to receipt of the response if the alleged
violations are not under the jurisdiction of the Commission or if
the evidence submitted does not indicate that a violation of the
Act has been committed. Should the Commission dismiss the
complaint, you and the National Women's Political Caucus will beon, notified by mailgram. If no response is filed within the 15 day
statutory requirement, the Commission may take further action
based on available information.

You are encouraged to respond to this notification promptly.
In order to facilitate an expeditious response to this
notification, we have enclosed a pre-addressed, postage paid,
special delivery envelope.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
v;here appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.
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This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) and S 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify theCommission, in writing, that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by sending a letter ofrepresentation stating the name, address and telephone number ofsuch counsel, and a statement authorizing such counsel to receiveany notifications and other communications from the Commission.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Levin, the
staff person assigned to this matter at (202) 523-4143.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Ln By: Kenneth A. Grossr') Associate General Counsel

Enclosures
C') Complaint

Procedures
IT Enve lope



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. DC 20463

Its ~October 12, 1984

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

John T. Dolan
National Chairman
National Conservative

Political Action Committee
1001 Prince Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Dear Mr. Dolan: --

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
which we received on October 5, 1984, against National Women'sPolitical Caucus and Kathy Wilson which alleges violations of the
Federal Election Campaign laws. A staff member has been assignedto analyze your allegations. The respondent(s) will be notifiedU1 of this complaint within 24 hours. You will be notified as soon
as the Commission takes final action on your complaint. Should
you have or receive any additional information in this matter,
please forward it to this Office. For your information, we haveattached a brief description of the Commission's procedures for
handling complaints.

Please be advised that this matter shall remain confidential
- in accordance with 2 U.S.C. S 437g(a) (B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A)

unless the respondent notifies the Commission in writing that
they wish the matter to be made public.

Sincerely,
C1

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure



~~ ~84B~ S Se:

/e~'6Y •va. ekwSeptember 28, 1984 (~ '/,W, '

General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, NoW.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Sir:

This letter constitutes a complaint filed pursuapt- t
6 ,2

U.S.C. 437g by the National Conservative Political Action
Committee (ONCPACO), a registered independent political action

committee, against National Women's Political Caucus (ONWC),
which has apparently violated the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 441d in
making expenditures for the purpose of financing comm-unications
which expressly advocate the defeat of Ronald Reagan.

Attached hereto and made a part of this complaint are
copies of the direct mailings produced by NMPC which violate 2
U.S.C. 441d. The name and address of the recipient of each
mailing have been excised; no other alterations to the mailings

chave been made.

'7 NCPAC has reason to believe that some of the communica-

tions were mailed to members of NWPC without having complied with
the provisions of 11 CFR 114.3(a)(1) and (c) or 11 CFR
100.8(b) (4) and 104.6. NCPAC has reason to believe that the
communications which start with the sentences "Fewer than 20

men..." and "The results of Election Day, 1982 present one...'
were mailed to the general public.

NCPAC has reviewed the records of the Commission and

ascertained that NWPC is not a registered political action
committee.

The lack of an outright admonition to vote against
President Reagan in the upcoming Presidential election does not

defeat the clear intent and purpose of NWPC in advocating the

defeat of President Reagan as set forth in the enclosed direct

mailings. Further, NWPC's mailings state that the support of

women candidates in the 1984 election is the principal purpose of

NWPC.



0 S

Federal Election Commission
September 28, 1984
Page Two

N'CPAC notes that by AO 1984-14, the Commission ruled
that a membership organization which compiled voter guides may
not distribute such material to the general public if they imply
a right or wrong answer or a weak record. In that same advisory
opinion it was noted that favoring one candidate over the other
in the context of an election indicates an election-influencing
purpose.

Very truly yours,

NATIONAL CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL
ACTION MITTEE

O BYJoh IT. Dolan, Chairman

COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA )
CITY OF ALEXANDRIA ) to-wit:

Sworn to before me this /_ day of Septte 1984,

by JOHN T. DOLAN, as Chairman of National Conservative Political
Action Committee, under the penalty of perjury and subject to the

provisions of section 1001 of Title 118 of the United States
Code.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires: 11//A



* National Womnen's Political cOcus

Dear Friend,

The results of Election Days 1982 present one of the greatest challenges
the women of this century have ever faced. I'm inviting you to join me and more

than 70,000 other people -- women and men -- in meeting that challenge.

Those of us concerned with women in the American political system had high
hopes for that election. We hoped that when the votes were counted, women
candidates would have made the most significant gains in history. And their

gains, we knew, would mean gains for all of us -- economically, socially and
politically.

But money speaks in our political system. And the sad, hard fact is that

in 1982, the money raised to support women's political action just wasn't
enough.

Four women candidates running for the Senate lost. Both women running for

governorships lost. The number of women seated in state legislatures rose only

1% -- from 12% to 13%.

Where do the women of America go from here? You will help answer that

0 question. And you have two choices. You can look at those results as reason

%0 f or despair. Or you can look at them as a areat challenge. If we despair, we
go backward -- and have women lead the lives of second-class citizens. If we

look on it as a challenge, WE GO FORWARD -- and f ight even harder.

We at the National Women's Political Caucus -- the national network

dedicated to strengthening the role of women in politics and government -- ask

you to join us in fighting harder.

0,
Have we a choice?

as long as women continue to be discriminated against
C-.* virtually from the day they're born until the day they die

"IT -- discriminated against in the education they get, in the

jobs they can get, in the medical care they get, in their

co ability to get financial credit and insurance ...

as long as the majority of single households are headed by
women ...

as long as women hold the dubious honor of being the
fastest growing poverty group in the country ...

as long as women's right to reproductive choice is in
constant danger from repressive legislation..

as long as these sorry conditions exist, we must continue
to fight to bring women into all levels of elective office

(over, please)
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and into every other decision-mkiAfL a QL government
so that 9s 52% of the l , mil am none
underrepro sented.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is seeking help from
people of all ages, backgrounds and political persuasions. We need to join
forces to ensure that there will be a strong array of progressive women
candidates in the 1984 race. Women capable 2L wtnni

It's not going to be easy. Women seeking political office have much to

overcome: tacit "quota" systems for nominations ... male-oriented "old-boy"

networks that control funding ... sexist attitudes in party workers, union

leaders, businessmen with money and power --- and even in voters. They also

have to overcome insecurities in many women -- the women who've been

conditioned to feel that a man is somehow better and smarter than a woman.

But every woman candidate who does stand up against these odds helps make
the world a better place for all of us. That's why they deserve your support.

Let me give you a startling fact:

Every piece of legislation primarily affecting wmen
considered tyCongress in 1981 was introduced b Lwoman.

%0
Women in government are generally far more sensitive to matters that

pertain to the quality of life than men. They are, by and large, concerned

with seeing that consumers are protected ... that children are properly cared

for ... that social services are offered to those in need, including abused

children and rape victims.

o They are usually more aware, too, of unfair employment conditions and are

trying to improve the quality of life that we all lead. The feel a
_T responsibility to the future.

There is little doubt that an increase of women in government can in
,%-I the long_ , produce a better world for everybody.

0That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is looking to the future
is planning now for 1984.

What we're taking on is no small task. But neither is it an impossible

one. Not if we use our resources properly. Not if we start now.

We've learned from the past. We know we need to intensify our efforts

greatly. And that we need to seek out qualified, ambitious and progressive

women in both parties who are capable of waging tough, head-on political
battles.

We also provide training that permits women to function most efficiently

as candidates.

And since no woman stands alone, we must also provide training for

campaign managers, fund raisers and the workers who actually go out and round

up the vote.

(next page, please)



There was a definite bright spot in the 1982 election. Wtmon made
significant gains in state legislatures. Nine hundred eighteen women seekinq

stat* legislative office were elected. That was a victory for MO~RE THAN HALF

the women seeking state office.

Today. 25% of the Colorado state legislators are women. The

National kbmenl Political Caucus is working toward having women comprise at

least 25% of every state legislature in the country by the end of the decade.

(Even with the state legislative gains in the 1982 elections, they make up only

13% of these (state) bodies.)

That's why, for 1984, we must concentrate even more intensively than
before on bringing women into state legislatures.

These legislatures are the training grounds for the future leaders -- the

women who will eventually move on to powerful positions of leadershp in our

country and give us what we have never had before -- a government that truly

represents all its people andi is therefore able to offer the best to its

people.

I can think of no better time to quote the woman who proved to those who

0 doubted it that women can stand equal with men in any political arena. In
1952, Eleanor Roosevelt said:

"IJ believe we will have better government when men and
women discuss public issues together and make their
decisions on the basis of their differing areas of
concern for the welfare of their families and their

o world -- too often the great decisions are originated
and given form in bodies made M wholly of men, or so
completely dominated by them that whatever of special

C" value women have to offer is shunted aside without
expre s sion ... 1

Today, more than 30 years later, American women must refuse to be shunted
cc aside any longer. Rather, they must work actively to become part of the

goern Natonal Woen's Political Caucus has been engaged in many ongoing

activities to make that hope a reality. Activities like ...

... lobbying on all legislative levels for laws that guarantee
equal protection and equal opportunities for women

... organizing coalitions to testify at legislative hearings on
key issues

... building talent banks to secure appointments of women to
non-elective office. Right now women's 52% of the population

(over, please)



supplies only 11% of federal appointees -- and, despite the

showcase appointment of Sandra Day O'Connor, only 7% of the

federal judiciary.

We need to continue to turn facts like that around through public programs

and education campaigns. We need to make every woman, fully aware of the power

nf her vote. AND.WE NEED TO DO IT BEFORE ELECTION DAY, 1984.

But women voters are not our only target. Fbr women to really become a

major force in American politics, they need to become the candidates supported

by both parties and both sexes.

More men also need to realize that women like Margaret Chase Smith,

Elizabeth Holtzmnan, Barbara Jordan and Shirley Chisholm, exceptional though

they are, are more than the exceptions that prove the rule.

There are many, many women in this country who are viable and deserving

candidates for public office -- women who can and who will conitribute their

special value to the political scene.

t P4 In the 18th Century, our Founding Fathers cried "No taxation without

representation!" and went on to win their freedom.

C)
Isn't it time that we all began to think of ourselves as the new breed of

%0 Founding Mothers and Fathers, helping to bring about the good, safe and fair

world that we want, not only for ourselves, but for our daughters 
and sons!

We dare not give up now. We must face the challenge posed by the 1982

election to all Americans concerned about women's future in this country.

"T.
We at the National Women's Political Caucus are leading the efforts to

0 meet that challenge. To succeed, we need your help.

The National Women's Political Caucus needs 30,000 more concerned citizens

to join its ranks in the next six months. That will make us 100,000 strong!

And, this will give us the clout and the funds we need to strengthen our work

NCO,' in recruiting,-training, financing and electing more progressive women

candidates to public office in 1984.

I have sent you this letter in the hope that you will be one of those

concerned Americans.

Today, right now, reach for your checkbook and make out a check for $20 --

or more if you can -- to help the National Women's Political Caucus. We know

that with enough support such as yours behind us, we can finally bring about

the day when women do win the seats in Congress, do get the fair share of major

appointments, judgeships and governor's chairs that are their rights as

citizens.

Sincerely,

Ktyilson
National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus



.HARRIETT WOODS

Hy dear f el low American,

On March 8, 1982, 1 announced I would seek the Democratic Party
nomination for the U.S. Senate seat from Missouri. Despite my long
record in public office, power-brokers in my own party tried to block
my candidacy and filed another candidate against me. They said that a
woman couldn't appeal to all kinds of voters, that a woman couldn't
raise large campaign donations, and that voters wouldn't accept my
positions on women's issues like the ERA and abortion.

I did win the primary -- overwhelmingly -- raising more money
than my opponents and gaining support in rural and urban areas.

I went on to run hard against the incumbent. Although eventually
we raised more than a million dollars, it was a real struggle to getC) the early money necessary to build momentum for victory. My opponent

%0 outspent me by more than two to one and I lost the race, but it was
0 an exciting and close race. Very close.

F'rom the beginning I received help from the National Wmen's
C> Political Caucus. They helped me financially and with organizing and

campaigning. I know how important that support was in building my
near-victory.

C) I learned a great deal in the race for Senate. And, I want to
share with you my conviction that the National Women's, Political
Caucus must play a leading role in propelling women to victory in

C-11 1984.

V But the NWPC is only as strong as its membership. That is why
Cn they are planning now for the 1984 elections in the hopes of

enlarging their numbers even more -- building an assertive and strong
constituency for progressive women candidates.

That'Is why I urge you to lend your support to the National
Women's Political Caucus today.

Woods
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TO: The National Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W., Washington. D.C. 20005

I'm ready to face the challenge wth,,youl Count me In as an Associate Member.
And use my contribution to seek out' and support strong progressive women
candidates for the 1984 Elections. Be sure to keep me Informed throughout the
year with my copy of Women's Political Times.

Enclosed

l $20
is my membership contribution of:

l $35 El $50 0- $100 0 $250 C Other$_

FROM:

Please make your check payable to National Women's Political Caucus. If you're already a mem of NWPC. pleas help us s by passing this on to a riend. Thank you.
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Kathy Wilson
National Women's Political Caucus

Dear NWPC Members

1983 has been a banner year for women in politics. 1984 could
be historic.

The gender gap has kxrat onto the political scene, and
although it has been explained in a variety of ways, everyone
agrees that American politics will -never be the same. President
Reagan is worried about it, and the Democratic presidential
contenders are trying to widen it. The fact remains that, for the
first time in history, women are a political force to be reckoned
with.

C'> Think of what that could mean.

C1 It could mean that we will elect record numbers of progressive

women to office at every level of government.

It could mean that we will call the shots when it comes to

setting budget priorities and formulating national policy.

Or it could mean that we will let this opportunity pass us by
and return to "politics-as -usual".

Wll, I an not willing to sit this one out, and I an confident
that you aren't either. Your membership in the National Womuen' s
Political Caucus has been instrumental in our campaign to recruit
and elect progressive women candidates in. the- past. I an asking you
to renew your membership now so that our victories will be even
greater in 1984.

This year the stakes will be higher than ever.* The NWPC
received overwhelming press coverage during our national convention
last summer,. and the spotlight will remain on us. People across the
country will be watching to see if we really have the power to
balance the political equation for women.

I say we do. Elut we must work together to make it happen. I
believe that 1984 will be the year of the woman candidate -- and
the Caucus is the organization for the woman candidate.

For over 12 years now the NWPC has been recruiting and
supporting progressive women candidates at every level of
government. Since 1971, the number of women mayors has grown from 7
to 72. Seats held by women in the state legislatures has increased

(over, please)
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to 901 from 362. We have made phenomenal progress -- but we still
have much to do.

The strength of the NWPC has always been its active members --
li ke you.. You are a part of the Caucus' backbone 8 part of an
historic campaign to make our political representatives just that
-- representative -- of our needs# our concerns and our priorities.

There are thousands of women -- community leaders, political
activists, homemakers, professional movers and shakers -- who are
considering running for office -- maybe even you. They're wondering
what it will take to win. They're skeptical about their prospects
of beating ell-<rganized, highly financed "good old boys." We must
reach them now and let them know that if they will commit
themselves to women's equality, we will commit ourselves to them.

If the Caucus can be there at the very beginning of the
campaigns to raise money, organize staff and volunteers, supply
campaign managers, me will go all the way to a victorious election
day.

These candidates need us now. The Caucus needs you now. We
%0 must take the initiative now to help progressive women candidates

run -- and win.

Your support in the past has brought us to this crossroads in
C' the political landscape. Only with your continued support can we

make 1984 the year of the woman candidate. Renew your membership in
the National Women's Political Caucus today and be a part of

o history in the making.

Sincerely,

7y Wilson
National Chair

P.S. Remember, an additional contribution over and above your dues
will support Caucus programs both in your state and at the
national level. If you renew your membership immediately, you
will save the Caucus the expense of sending you another
reminder. Thank you.
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Yes! I want to see more women elected to office in 1984.
Yes! You may continue to count on me to support the Caucus. Use my contribution to increase women's
participation as voters, candidates and elected officials.
l I want to renew and more! I'm enclosing a check for a total of:

L $30 l] $50 l $100 I- Other$
E] I don't choose to make an extra contribution, but I enclose my annual dues of $20.

l I would like to participate in local
Caucus activities. Please send me
the name of my state contact.

Please make checks payable to NVPC.

National Women's Political Caucus, 141! K Street, N.W. Washington. D.C. 2XX5
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KATHY WILSON

Dear Friend,

A wonderful thing is happening on the way to the voting booth.

Women are voting in far greater numbers than men -- and I'm talking about

MILLIONS -- and they're voting their own minds, their own hearts and their own

hopes for the future.

Ask the three governors of Michigan, New York and Texas. They'll tell you

about the voting power of women. The women's vote elected them in 1982.

Who benefits when more women exercise their voting power and take a more

active role in politics? The entire nation, that's who! Women bring special and

unique values into the political arena -- values which can help safeguard the

future of this country and this planet.

Women can help build a brighter, safer future. It's a future in which our

children will have clean air and water...in which they can live without

violence.. .in which they can grow without fear of nuclear war.

Such a future can be more than a dream. It can become a reality. If you help

%0 make it possible.

One very potent way you can help bring it about is by making a special

contribution to the National Women's Political Caucus. Your contribution will
help brinq more and more women into the political arena at every level of

government:

O We need your help and we need it now. Consider these chilling statistics:

* 16.6% of all households are headed by females: but

these families make up HALF of all poor families.

* 63% of all poor people over 17 years of age are women.

• The National Advisory Council on Economic Opportunity

predicts that by the year 2000, the entire poverty

population will be women and children
living in female-headed households.

* A woman college graduate can expect, over a life-time,

to make $1,600,000 LESS than her male counterpart.

Is this what we want our country's future to look like? Is that economic

equality? Of course not! Nor is it educational equality when the current

administration weakens the laws that prohibit sex discrimination in schools.

The only way women can achieve true equality on all levels is by making

their legislative voices sound out louder and clearer than ever.

And they can do just that, thanks to the National Women's Political Caucus.

(over, please)
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Never before have wdmen been so ready to take their rightful place at the

decision-making tables of this country. Never before have they been so prepared,

so strong and in a position where they can do so much to make the difference 
for

the future -- not just of women, but of the entire nation.

There's one important "but" in all this. Let's face it. Women don't

automatically get into and advance in politics by the same comfortable "old boy"

routes that men do. They have a harder time raising money. Attracting workers.

Winning over party regulars. Establishing credibility.

That's why it's so important right now to ensure and strengthen the ways 
in

which women can successfully get into and become a part of our government.

And that's why it's so important for concerned people like yourself 
to lend

support to the National Women's Political Caucus.

The National Women's Political Caucus is pledged to bring more technical

support, more money, more campaigners, more expertise and more voters to the aid

of more progressive women -- Democratic and Republican -- so that they can win

election to all levels of political office.

We know that progressive women candidates are this nation's insurance policy

for the future. In turn, the National Women's Political Caucus can be -- with

your help -- their insurance for victory. And their victories are victories for

all women in this country because almost all the women who successfully enter

%0 government feel -- and honor -- their commitment to the women's political

movement by:

C17- hiring women for their staffs;
-speaking to other women about political involvement;

-seeking out women in making their political appointments;

-lending their names and prestige to efforts on behalf of women.

It wasn't so long ago that most men opened doors for women.. ' literally. But

the real doors -- the doors to economic and political opportunity -- were kept

tightly closed.

Well, women are starting to open those doors for themselves -- and now, for

women today as well as for future generations, it's time to see that the doors

are opened wider.

We can do it. We must do it.

You can help build a better future -- right now. Your support will bring us

closer to the day when women will have an equal say in government; when women's

equality under the law will be assured by our own votes.

Please sit down right now and send your personal contribution of $25, $35,

$50 or whatever you can. When you do you are helping ensure the place of women

and women's rights in government. And when you do that, you are helping yourself,

your family and your country.

Sincerely,

jilson

National Chair
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NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS
By all means, brinag more women into politics!
I agree-they can help make this a better country Here is my contribution to help the National Women's Political Caucus seek out
and support strong progressive women candidatcs for national, state and local elections.

Enclosed is my check for:

E $25 0 $35 L $50 L $100 D $250 l OTHER $ ._ _ _ _

o Please charge my remittance to:
0 MasterCard 0 VISA

Credit Card #
MasterCard Bank #
Expiration Date_ _ __ _
Signature

Make your check payable to Natimal Weo.ml Plitical (amek and ind en the enckwid neawlope to NWPC, 1411 K Street, N.W., Washington, D.C 20005.
Thank vou.
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NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLTICAL CAUCUS

Kathy WlIoon
National Chair

Dear Friend,

Fewer than 20 men wre able to keep 118 million people out of the
Constitution.

You and I together can help make the dream of equality for over half the
American population come true.

After the defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment, in June of 1982, you and
I could have just given up. But rather than dashed hopes, I feel a new -- and
energizing -- excitement.

It's as though I can hear the applause and see the ovation that greeted
re-introduction of the ERA in this Congress.

-_ That cheering from the House gallery on the opening day of the 98th
Congress echoes as an encouraging reminder that our fight for women's equality

%0 can and must be won.

'1o be honest, our challenges promise to be greater than ever. Not only do
wa face ongoing propaganda that obscures the simple truth of the ERA... but
also an Administration now blindly fostering a new "feminization of poverty."

Results of this disastrous trend are:

.a poor population in this country made up of
75% women and children;

..and 33% of full time working mothers earning less
than $7,000 a year

" -W' your c----- air~i-o -re-versethe-worsening economic plight of

women. We can work to ensure passage once and for all of a long overdue
Constitutional amendment that would guarantee women fair ... and equal ...
treatment under the law.

That's why I'd like to invite you to join the National Women's Political
Caucus at this critical time in history.

The need for more women as elected officials was demonstrated only too
clearly in the recent U.S. House of Representatives defeat of the Equal Rights
Amendment. -It was a scene that w have witnessed all too often -- a mostly
white, mostly male group of legislators denying women equality once again.

There was, however, one very significant and very bright spot. 20 of the
22 Congresswomen voted for constitutional equality; 8 Republicans and 12

(over, please)
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Democrats. For women, equal rights cuts across economic, party and ideological
lines. It is clear that with more women in office, the unrepresentative few
will never again be able to defeat the will of the majority.

As the "political arm" of the women' s movement, the Caucus is now at the
forefront of a sweeping new movement in American politics. Our goal" to
increase the nuber of women in elective and appointive office at all levels
of ,government. Our first priority: to increase the number of women and pro-ERA
supporters in Congress and the state legislatures to pave the way for future
ratification of the amendment.

It's especially important now that we intensify efforts to recruit ...
endorse ... and support pro-ERA candidates as they gear up for the 1984
election cycle.

NWPC's ongoing "Win With Women" campaign -- successful in every election
year since 1974 -- has helped bring the anti-ERA states of Florida, Illinois,
and North Carolina significantly closer to future ratification.

The November 1982 election doubled the number of women in the Florida
nState Senate...and increased by 50% the number of women in the Florida House.

CM! The defeat of the Equal Rights Amendment made us all painfully aware that
our basic human rights can stand or fall according to political whims.

But think with me for a minute about those rights.

As I travel around the country, I'm surprised again and again how many
myths, exaggerations, and outright lies surround these simple words:

Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by
any state on account of sex.

Equal Rights Amendment, Section 1

That sounds straightforward ... and it is. Translated plainly, ,the ERA
sas- t.,a, .1aw restricts, women s rights., that': 1i--i1,-o~r4 fiai

Drotects M;g rights. &, po ,n ilb,,e
as Wlf .

For years, discriminatory laws -- most likely in your home state -- have
affected a woman's ability to own or transfer property ... bring a lawsuit to
court ... even buy car insurance or get a credit card in her own name.

Consider the case of Ellen S. in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who paid
40% more for her disability insurance than a male of the same age and
occupational status.

Or, consider the case of Betty S. in Hampton, Virginia. After sharing a
30-year military career with her husband, Betty found herself divorced ... and

(next page, please)



ineligible for any part of her husband's retirement plan, insurance, or

military benefits.

Many-American wives who think "what's his is mine" are WRONG.

Despite what our opponents say, you and I know passage of a
Constitutional amendment guaranteeing women's rights won't mean we have to
share public restrooms, give up alimony, or change the traditional family
structure.

It will mean that the property rights of married women will be guaranteed
in states where those rights are now practically non-existent.

It will mean that a homemaker's non-monetary contribution to her family
will be recognized along with the monetary contribution of her bread-winner
spouse.

MUM et i dW," aylslel system -11Msed ~
rc4 'ihts~d~h oi8u 1  ~ l some'

4owtlbution iLn

contribution. Consider a world whereC',

...52% of working-age women are in
the labor force

... the number of working women has nearly
% doubled in the last 20 years

... women head 16.6% of all family households

M
'Todays on tb.p.o''of old-fashioned laws, the Reagan inistration- as ...

- propos d evere ial "program cutbacks that drastically-. .and 'disproportionately
hurt women (who already make up 65% of all people on welfare)."

These statistics are what make passage of' the ERA imperative. We simply

cannot be lulled into complacency.

It's true, we ve "come a long way."

Young women today have more opportunities than ever before in education
... employment ... juggling any number of work and family options.

Since the ERA first passed Congress in 1972, the debate about it has
spurred new federal legislation and court decisions promising women equal
credit, equal education, and equal employment opportunities.

But current anti-discrimination laws aren't enough. Their haphazard
enforcement, overwhelming case backlog, and limited scope make them totally

(over, please)
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inadequate for guaranteeing such a basic right as Constitutional equality.

1 ae fact is#* twenty years after passage of the Equal Pay Act, the earning
gpbetween men and women has actually widened.

This earning gap has given way to an explosive new political phenomenon
-"the gender gap."- For the first time in history, women in the 1980 and 1982

elections voted independently of men. Their increasing dissatisfaction with
Reagan's policies have led pollsters to predict far-reaching changes in
American politics -- as the women's vote is heard.

Now, here's where you help can make a difference.

By joining the National Women's Political Caucus today, you will increase
our chances of electing officials sympathetic to women's concerns at all
levels of public office.

When you join the thousands of women and men who already belong to the
NWPC, you'll lend your support to the most effective, hard-hitting political
action group in the women's movement today.

Since our beginnings in 1971, the Caucus has played a significant role in

%0 winning dozens of posts for women in top political positions ... tripling the
number of women in political office since '73 ... and putting a record number
of women in Congress.

Your contribution now of $20, $35, $50 -- whatever you can give -- will
provide crucial backing for our Appointments Project (the only national
project that puts women into the system through appointive office in federal
government and the judiciary) ... and our "Win With Women" campaign to provide

0 financial, personnel, and technical support to pro-ERA candidates.

Please -- join us in this fight to make the American ideal of equality a
reality. Return the enclosed membership form to me today.

Sincerely,

Kat Wlo
National Chair

P.S. Take a look at the enclosed brochure for some startling facts on American
women's legal rights. Then, send your contribution to the Caucus, as
generous as you can make it.

You can help guarantee women are more equally represented in state
legislatures, Congress, the Cabinet ... and, most important of all, the
Constitution.



American
Women
You are
denied
rights!

... In some states, maybe
even your own!

You may not be entitled
to any profits from a busi-
ness jointly operated with. our husband.

You may not be entitled
to any of the rent money if
you and your husband take
in a boarder.

You may be charged for
desertion both if your hus-
band moves and you refuse
to follow.., or if you move
and he refuses to follow.

• :1'"" 1 " "e"SCLI II
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Protect Your
hegal Rights!

Electing more women and pro-women
candidates to state legislatures can help
guarantee ratification of the ERA next
time around.

Join the National Women's Political
Caucus today-return the enclosed
form with your membership contribu-
tion in the postpaid envelope provided.

NWPC 1411 K Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20005
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1^M READY FOR CXNN7TU7OIAL EQUAU1Y
... and want to join the National Women's Political Caucus in support I understand my gift of 520 or mor

of the ERA. To wipe out inequities of underrepresentation and unequal makes me an Associate Member of.

treatment, please use my contribution to help elect women candidates the Caucus and entitles me to a yeats

to state legislatures, Congress, and all levels of public office. subscription to Women 's Political
&- Times

rieres my contrilUUtIuJ us:

lI $20 LI $35 [I 550 1] $100 [" Other S
Please return this form with y(mr check (made
payable to the National Women's Poltical
Caucus) to 1411 K Street. N-W, Washington,
D.C. 2(XX). Tbankyot

Q Plea e charge my membership remittance to:
Q MasterCard 0 Visa

Credit Card #

MasterCard Bank #

Expiratkm Date

Signature

Please make your check payable to National Women's Politkal Caucus. If you're already a fmemb of NWPC. please help us grow by pmaq olis on o a riend. Thank you.



What wili
the ERA

do for you?
This simple Constitutional amend-

ment will guarantee that women enjoy
the same legal rights men do-rights
ou may assume you already have. Here

are some examples:

The Right to Employment
Current laws are severely limited, inade-

quately enforced, and have resulted in a dis-
couraging backlog of court cases. For exam-
ple, federal government training programs
such as the Job Corps currently have just
30% women enrolled. Women working full-
time today still earn substantially less than
their male counterparts ... and are often
clustered in low-paying, dead-end jobs.

The ERA would open up all kinds of public
job and training opportunities. In addition, it
rOUld eliminate laws which restrict a wom-

Wn's opportunity to work in certain jobs and
the hours they can work. When such laws
really do protect the health or safety of
workers, this protection would be extended
to men as well as women.

The Right to Pensions
While many employees think their pen-

sion rights will automatically go to their sur-
viving spouse, many companies have strict
age eligibility laws and require signature

3 4 1 4 0 4 9 3 6 2 
agreements. Homemakers often find! them-
selves ineligible for Social Security--because
of divorce or absence of a husband's signa-
ture. Women who buy pensions and annui-
ties are also subject to discrimination in the
prices they are charged, even if they are of
the same age and occupational status as their
male counterparts.

Under the ERA, pension applicants would
be judged on the basis of their merits and
not on the basis of their sex.

~Spuses S~atr (BOTH must sign beore procseng)

The Right to Property
In somecases, a wife cannot use solely her

name when applying for a driver's license ...
registering a car ... and selling property
without a husband's consent. In some states,
property that is acquired during a marriage is
considered to be the husband's and the wife
cannot make decisions affecting the prop-
erty without his consent.

Under the ERA, she would have the same
rights as her husband to make decisions on
property sales and management.

The Right to Education
Most people assume Title IX of the Educa-

tion Amendment protects them from sex dis-
crimination in the schools, but this 1972 law
is poorly enforced and may not necessarily
apply to schools that are single sex. In fact, if
the Reagan Administration is successful in a
case now before the Supreme Court, Title IX
will apply only to specific programs directly
receiving federal funds. This would leave

many schools and colleges virtually free to
discriminate in any way they choose.

Under the ERA, there will be legal ground
for strict enforcement of equal treatment in
athletics ... facilities ... employment...
scholarships ... loans ... or other aspects of
educational life at any school.

The Right to Alimony
and Child Support

Currently, a surprisingly small percent-
age-only 15%--of all divorced wives are
awarded any form of alimony Of these lems
than half actually collect.Under the ERA.
marriage would be viewgd as an economic
partnership, with each spouse equally re-
sponsible for support of ihe family This duty
could be rendered by work outside or inside
the home.

The ERA would recognize the contribu-
tion of unpaid services like housework ...
and would leave a wife less likely to be left
empty-handed in the event of divorce.

The Right to Inheritance
inheritance laws in most states severelv

penalize a widow if her hosband dies without
a will or if he draws a wil that excludes her.
In most states, if there ar T surviving children.
she is entitled to only one-third of his estate
and in several states, he cn effectively leave

,her nothing.

The ERA will recognize a homemaker's
contribution and her rights to jointly-
acquired assets.

NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITICAL CAUCUS NATIONAL ~VMEN'S POLITICAL CAU~~5
NATIONAL WON4 POLITICAL CAUCUS

~I.
NATONAL WOMIMqS POLITCAL CUUNATINAL WOMEN'S POLITCAL CAUCUS NATIONAL WOMEN'S POLITCAL CAUCUS



NhINhINhII

I
gao
0~

Ce;

-J

~mm



3 ~ I.1 0 4 9 36 1 7

Kathy Wilson
National Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street, N.W. #1110
Washington, D.C. 20005
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TO: The National Women's Political Caucus
1411 K Street. N.W.. Washington, D.C. 20005

I'm ready to face the challenge with youl Count me In as an Associate Member.
And use my contribution to seek out and support strong progressive women
candidates for the 1984 Elections. Be sure to keep me Informed throughout the
year with my copy of Women's Political Times.

Plee return this forn with your check (made
(!,nclosed Is my membership contribution of: payable to the Naional Women's Politial

O Z0 0 $35 O S50 0 $100 0 $250 0 Others_ Caucus) to 1411 KStrect, N., Wshlngton,D.C. 20005. 77ank You
rnM.0 Please charge my membership remittance to

SOMastercard Ovum

Credt Card #
MasterCard Bank #

p we Is row by passg ids on to a Mend. Thawn yos.
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HARRIETT WOODS

MY dear fel lbw American,

On March 8, 1982a I announced I would seek the Democratic Party
nomination for the U.S. Senate seat from Missouri. Despite my long
record in public office, power-brokers in my own party tried to block
my candidacy and filed another candidate against me. They said that a
woman couldn't appeal to all kinds of voters, that a woman couldn't
raise large campaign donations, and that voters wouldn't accept my
positions on women's issues like the ERA and abortion.

I did win the primary -- overwhelmingly -- raising more money
than my opponents and gaining support in rural and urban areas.

I went on to run hard against the incumbent. Although eventually
we raised more than, a. million dollars, it was a real struggle to get
the early money necessary to build momentum for victory. My opponent
outspent me by more than two to one and I lost the race, but it was

%0 an exciting and close race. Very close.

From the beginning I received help from the National Women'sPolitical Caucus. They helped me financially and with organizing and
campaigning. I know how important that support was in building my
near-victory.

I learned a great deal in the race for Senate. And, I want toshare with you my conviction that the National Women's Political
Caucus must play a leading role in propelling women to victory in
1984.

But the NWPC is only as strong as its membership. That is why
they are planning now for the 1984 elections in the hopes of

Oenlarging their numbers even more -- building an assertive and strong
constituency for progressive women candidates.

That's why I urge you to lend your support to the National
Women's Political Caucus today.

7riett Woods



4 tlonal oe' Political Ca~

Dear Friend,

The results of Election Day, 1982 present one of the greatest challenges
the women of this century have ever faced. In this 1984 election year I am
inviting you to join me and more than 70,000 other people -- women Sind men -

in meeting that challenge.

Those of us concerned with women in the American political system had high
hopes for the 1982 election. We had hoped that when the votes were counted,
women candidates would have made the most significant gains in history. And
their gains would mean gains for all of us -- economically, socially and
politically.

But money speaks in our political system. And the sad, hard fact is that
in 1982, the money raised to support women's political action just wasn't
enough.

in 1982 four women running for the Senate lost. And both women running for

cl~ 41 governorships lost. But, in 1983 one woman was elected governor, four women
were elected mayor and women increased their ranks in the House of
Representatives and state legislatures.

%0 What will American women do in 1984? You can help answer that question.
And you have two choices. You can despair or you can meet the challenge. If we

0105 despair, we go backward -- and have women lead the lives of second-class
citizens. If we look on it as a challenge, WE GO FORWARD -- and fight even

C> harder.

7T We at the National Women's Political Caucus -- the national network

C") dedicated to strengthening the role of women in politics and government -- ask
you to join us in fighting harder.

Have we a choice?

as long as women continue to be discriminated against
virtually from the day they're born until the day they die

0711*-- discriminated against in the education they get, in the
jobs they can get, in the medical care they get, in their
ability to get financial credit and insurance ...

as long as the majority of single parent households are
headed by women ...

as long as the women hold the dubious honor of being the
fastest growing poverty group in the country ...

as long as women's right to reproductive choice is in
constant danger from repressive legislation..

as long as these sorry conditions exist, we must continue to

fight to bring women into all levels of elective office and

(over, please)
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into every other decision-_making aspect of the population,
women are no longer underrepresented.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is seeking help from
people of all ages, -backgrounds and Political persuasions. We need to Join forcesto ensure that there will be a strong array of progressive women candidates In
the 1984 race. Women capable of winning!

It's not going to be easy. Women seeking political office have much toovercome: tacit "quota" systems for nominations ... male-oriented "old-boy"networks that control funding ... sexist attitudes in party workers, union leaders,businessmen with money and power -- and even in voters. They also have to
overcome insecurities in many women -- the women who 'ye been conditioned to
feel that a man is somehow better and smarter than a woman.

But every woman candidate who does stand up against these odds helps
make the world a better place for all of us. That's why they deserve your
support .

Let me give you a startling fact:

Every piece of I sato primarily benefiting women
considered by the 97th Congress was sponsored by a woman.

%0 Women in government are generally far more sensitive to matters that
pertain to the quality of life than men. They are, by and large, concerned with
seeing that consumers are protected ... that children are properly cared for..
that social services are offered to those in need, including abused children and

CN rape victims.

They are usually more aware, too, of unfair employment conditions and are
trying to improve the quality of life that we all lead. They feel a responsibility
to the future.

There is little doubt that an increase of women in government can only, in
the long run, produce a better world for everybody.

That's why the National Women's Political Caucus is looking to the future
Cr. and the 1984 elections.

What we're taking on is no small task. But neither is it an impossible one.
Not if we use our resources properly. Not if we start now.

We've learned from the past. We know we need to intensify our efforts
greatly. And that we need to seek out qualified, ambitious and progressive
women in both parties who are capable of waging tough, head-on political
battles.

We also provide training that permits women to function most efficiently as
cand idates.

And since no woman stands alone, we must also provide training for
campaign managers, fund raisers and the workers who actually go out and round
up the vote.

(next page, please)



There were definite bright spots in the recent elections. Women made
significant gains in state legislatures. Mine hundred eighteen women seeking
state legislative ofic were effected. That was a victory for ii"TETHAN HALF
the women seeking state office.

Today, more than 257. of the Colorado and Nev Hampshire state legislatures
are women. The National Women's Political Caucus is determined to have women
comprise at least 257. of every state legislature in the country by the end of
the decade. (Even with the state legislative gains of the 1982 elections, women
hold only 13.37% of the total seats.)

That's why, in 1984, we must concentrate even more intensively than before
on bringing women into state legislatures. -

These legislatures are the training grounds for our future leaders -- the
women weho will eventually move on to powerful positions of leadership in our
country and give us what we have never had before -- a government that truly
represents all its people and is therefore able to offer the best to its people.

I can think of no better time to quote the woman who proved to those who
doubted it that women can stand equal with men in any political arena. in 1952,
Eleanor Roosevelt said:

"I believe we will have better government when men and
women discuss public issues together and make their
decisions on the basis of their differing areas of
concern for the welfare of their families and their world
-- too often the great decisions are originated and

C711 given form in bodies made ME wholly of men, or so
completely dominated by them that whatever of special
v;alue women have to of Wfer is shunted aside without

C, expression ..

IV~rIToday, more than 30 years later, American women must refuse to be shunted
aside any longer. Rather, we must work actively to become part of the governing
process.

The National Women's Political Caucus has been engaged in many ongoing
activities to make that hope a reality. Activities like ...

s.lobbying on all legislative levels for laws that guarantee
equal protection and equal opportunities for women

*.organizing coalitions to testify at legislative hearings on
key issues

.. 9 building talent banks to secure appointments of women to
non-elective office. Right now women's 527. of the population

(over, please)
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supplies only 8.37. dE this Administration's top-level
federal appointees -- and, despite the showcase appointment
of Sandra Day O'Connor, only 8.07. of the federal judiciary.

We need to continue to turn facts like that around through public programs
and education campaigns. We need to make every woman fullZ aware of the power
of her vote. AND WJE NEED TO DO IT BEFORE ELECTION DAYiv 184.

But women voters are not our only target. For women to really become a
major force in American politics, they need to become the candidates supported
by both parties and both sexes.

More men also need to realize that women like Margaret Chase Smith,
Barbara Jordan, Elizabeth Holtzmian and Shirley Chisholm, exceptional though
they are, are more than the exceptions that prove the rule.

There are many, many women in this country who are viable and deserving
candidates for public office -- women who can and who will contribute their
special value to the political scene.

In the 18th Century, our Founding Fathers cried "No taxation without
representation!It and went on to win their freedom.

Isn't it time that we all began to think of ourselves as the new breed of
Founding Mothers and Fathers, helping to bring about the good safe and fair%0 world that we want, not only for ourselves, but for our daughters and sons?

We dare not give up now. All of us concerned about the future of American
women must face the challenge of the 1984 elections.

We at the National Women's Political Caucus are leading the campaign to
meet that challenge. To succeed, we need your help.

The National Women's Political Caucus needs 30,000 more concerned
citizens to join our ranks in the next six months. That will make us 100,000

e- strong! And, this will give us the clout and the funds we need to strengthen our
work in recruiting, training, financing and electing more progressive women
candidates to public office in 1984.

I have sent you this letter in the hope that you will be one of those
concerned Americans.

Today, right now, reach for your checkbook and make out a check for $20 --
or more if you can -- to help the National Women's Political Caucus. Together,
we can finally bring about the day when women do win the seats in Congress, do
get the fair share of major appointments, judgeships and governor's chairs that
are our rights as citizens.

Sincerely,

IKat yWlo
National Chair
National Women's Political Caucus
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National Conservative
Political Action Committee
1001 prince street, alexandria, va. 22314 (703) 684-1800
To:

General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
132. K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20463
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