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'rhe a.bove-descr:.bed material’ was removed from th:i.l ‘
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
freedom of Information Act; 5 U.S.C. Sect:.on 552 (b):

(1) Classified Information (6) Personal priw&cy

(2) Internal rules and (7) Invest:.gatory
practices _ files
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statute . Information

(4) Trade secrets and - Well Information
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I, mjcrie R Bmons. :ecording sacretazy for the

Pederal mection cwission mcutive usaion of Octaher '23;

1934, do hereby certify that the Commission took the

following actions in MUR 1765:

1.

Failed in a vote of 3-3 to pass a motion to
reason to believe the National Rifle
Association of America, National Rifle
Association of America Political Victory
Fund, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A) (1).

Commissioners Harris, McDonald, and McGarry
voted affirmatively for the motion;
Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, and Reiche
dissented.

(continued)




,(A)(i)s e S
close the lee;  ahﬁ 

3) approve the letters attaahed tn the

General Counsel's rapoxt.datad'
October 15, 1984.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, McGarry, and
Reiche voted affirmatively for the aaeision;
Commissioners Harris and McDonald dissented.

Attest:
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Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission
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{Buat Mr. Oralinc

 The Pederal Election cminim has rewi we
of your complaint ust 22, -

~ the basis of the 1_

1nfornation prov ﬂnﬂ

.1971, as anundzﬁ ("the t ) has baen eounitted. Aceﬂr ingly

Commission has decided to close the file in this ‘matter. The
Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant to seek
judicial review of the COmmission s dismissal of this action.
See 2 U.5.C. § 437g(a) (8).

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in 2 U.S.C. §
437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F.R. § 111.4.

Sincerely,

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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Dea: Hs. Schexerz-fl

On Angust 21. 19“. ehe Cmiasion nctiﬂtd!\ ,

-th§ National Rifle Association of America, N

Association of America Political Victory ! ch

McCabe, as treasurer, of a complaint alleging vic i

cer:si: sections of the redetal Bleetion Clnpaign heh'of 1971, as
amende

The Commission, on October 23, 1984, determined that on the
basis of the information in the complaint, and information
provided by your clients, there is no reason to believe that a
violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been

committed. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this
matter. This matter will become a part of the public record
within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Chagles N, Ste

By:

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report




MARJORTE W. nuuons¢uony c.,nn§ 
OCTOBER 18, 1984 Sht
OBJECTIONS - MUR 1765 First General

Counsel's Rnport sxgned October 15,
1984 g

'”[namad document was circulated to the

cbmmission on Tuesday, October 16, 1984 at 11 00.

Objeetioné have been received from the Commissioners

.as indicated by the name(s) checked:

Commissioner Aikens

Commissioner Elliott

Commissioner Harris

Commissioner McDonald
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Commissioner McGarry

Commissioner Reiche

This matter will be placed on the Executive Session

agenda for Tuesday, October 23, 1984.




GTON, D.C. 20463

OCTOBER 17, 1984

‘sﬁﬁﬁﬁcw!,:f'"’f‘: £ OBJECTION - MUR 1765 First Generai ‘
b s RS T Counsel's Report signed October 15,

1984
f,jihéfﬁhQVt*ﬂiﬁBd document was circulated to the
Commission on Tuesday, October 16, 1984 at 11:00.

 Objections have been received from the Commissioners

as indicated by the name(s) checked:

Commissioner Aikens

Commissioner Elliott

Commissioner Harris

Commissioner McDonald

o
<
~N
o™
c:
<
o«
b 5
<
<
w

Commissioner McGarry

Commissioner Reiche

This matter will be placed on the Executive Session

agenda for Tuesday, October 23, 1984.




! ‘FEDERAL ELEC'”ON COMMISS]GN
" WASHINGTON; DiC. 20463 2

Office of the chnianion Secretary
-~ FROM o:tice of Generalycbunnelfj*
 DATE: | gg;obeg 15, 1984

The attached is submitted as an Agenda documant

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS ' DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive

Non-Sensitive Audit Matters

Compliance

24 Hour No Objecti Litigation
Sensitive

Non-Sensitive Closed MUR Letters
Information

Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Status Sheets

Advisory Opinions

tn
4
o~
o«
<
o
<
=
on

Other (see distribution
Other below)
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muhington, D.C.
PIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPO)

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL

BY OGC TO THE COHHISSION

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: Handgun Control, Inc.
RESPONDENTS' NAMES: National Rifle Association of Ane!icas
National Rifle Association PcliticQILVicwocy
Fund; Michael K. McCabe, as trcasuzot /
RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.8.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A)
INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: None

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

On August 22, 1984, Charles Orasin, the Executive Vice-
President of Handgun Control, Inc. filed a complaint against the
National Rifle Association of America ("NRA"), the National Rifle
Association of America Political Victory Fund ("NRA-PVF"), andw
its treasurer, Michael K. McCabe. The complainant alleges that
the NRA and NRA-PVF have solicited individuals for contributions
to NRA-PVF who are not "members" of the NRA within the meaning of
the Act, in violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A).

FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS
A, The facts
The complaint states that the NRA-PVF is a corporate

political action committee which has identified the NRA, a




'naubotahip o:ganitation, aa 1&!

contributions from a11 of ita'? fn 8" |

by a solicitation in the Oetobar l!?ﬁ Odition of g!g_“g!n

Rifleman, an NRA publication. g/ ol | i
A copy of the NRA's hylanlg:a:'ﬁﬁnﬁﬁed H&yi?:ahd'9}71§§:if  

were included with the complaiﬁt.‘ The conplaiuant not¢l th,£;T

*[a]ccording to Article III, section 6 of the Hﬁh Bylawn, ,;.

only 'Lifetime Members' and annual members with five or more
years of membership in the NRA and who are citizens of the United
States and at least 18 years old are entitled to vote to elect

members of the Board of Directors."™ 4/ A review of the NRA's

1/ The NRA is a New York State membership corporation chartered
in 1871.

2/ The solicitation letter is undated and contains the language
"You, the 2.4 million NRA members.®” According to the
complainant, the context of the letter shows that it was sent in
connection with the 1982 federal elections.

3/ A reply form was included in American Rifleman stating that
contributions should be payable to the NRA-PVF. %ﬁe solicitation
notes that the "NRA Political Victory Fund must raise its money
independently, from our membership - from you."

4/ Article I1I, section 6 of the NRA bylaws also states:
Each such member shall be entitled to
cast a vote for not more than one person
for each vacancy on the Board of
Directors to be filled by the membership
at any election of Directors, which
(cont'd on next page)
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 bylaws reveals that there are tvo’typ58 6f'!‘ﬁb¢=5ﬁ£§'

and various categories within each type. As to to 'Inﬁiv. u

ilcnbers,' the first type of membership, the catogoti.a ot*
'nnubershtp aro: Individual Menmbers (Beneftctor. Pattnn
‘ lndauncnt. Life, Annual and others as are dolignatla‘J
‘ 111. Section 3, of the NRA Bylaws); Honorary Life Iilb't

Lifetime Members (Benefactor, Patron, Endowment, Llfe'lnﬁ_tzhhv,
Honorary Members, but excluding Associate Life Hnnbo:l); ‘ :
Associate Members; Junior Members; and, Non-Citilen Halbcrl.v_ggg
Article III, Section 3 of the NRA Bylaws. Within 'Orglui:ntion
Members,"™ the second type of membership, there are Stata _
Associations; Organizations other than State Aasoctationlf Cluﬁst
and, Non-Citizen Organization Members. See Article III, Section
4 of the NRA bylaws.

Based upon "the April 1984 statement of Harlon Carter,
Executive Vice-President of the NRA," it is the complainant’'s

contention that the NRA's voting membership totalled only 715,000

4/ (cont'd.)
vote shall be cast as provided in these
Bylaws. In order for a member to cast a
vote at any meeting of members, a
properly completed, fully paid
application for lifetime membership must
have been received by the Secretary on
or before the 50th day prior to the date
of the meeting, or an annual member must
have five years of consecutive
membership, as shown in the
Association's membership records, and
such consecutive membership must be in
effect on the 50th day prior to the
meeting.

74 Article III, Section 3(b) of the bylaws state that "Honorary
Life Members shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of Life
Members."
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jring 1984. The "statement” of Harlon Carter, con L
apparent NRA publication, states, in pertinent part:%

Again you have the opportunity to voto s
for the candidate of your choice for your llh"
Board of Directors. If you're one of NRA's
715,000 voting members, this issue of oithit,.
the Rifleman or the Hunter contains your ]g.
ballot. ‘ T
Lifetime members and annual members wlth i
five or more consecutive years or membership,
as shown in the association's membership = =
records, who have attained the age of 18 youtcﬂﬁ;f ot
and who are citizens of the United States of
America are entitled to vote.

In this magazine, the candidates are
revealed to you through their biographical SR
sketches. In electing members of the Board of‘ :
Directors, you are deciding the future of S
NRA. You should vote!

The Board of Directors is a strong body
and the Board is the members' voice in NRA's
policies and directions. The Board is
responsible for NRA's programs and for
allocating the funds to make them possible.

In 1983 the NRA "relaxed its eligibility requirements for
voting membership,” according to the complainant. Citing to the

January 1980 edition of the NRA Official Journal, the complainant

claims that "[plrior to that time only Life Members were
eligible” to vote. 6/ 1In addition, the complainant notes that the
NRA Official Journal "shows that of the then NRA membership of

1,258,608, only 269,384 were Life Members" and, therefore, it
appears ... that the 1984 voting membership total of 715,000 is

6/ The complainant's assertion that prior to 1983 only Life

Members were eligible to vote appears to be based on a chart
entitled "Representation by State and Area" which provides a
statistical breakdown of the NRA Board of Directors into the
above categories. One figure contained within the chart pertains
to the "Percentage of Directors Compared to NRA Life Membership."
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‘;"nuch lurgtr than th. voting nnlhct-hip in 1332. wuon 2 ¢ u
. p.zsonl were :oltcitod for polieiall eontrlbuttqnl' wn¢

aonplalnant further uaintains that the total Hllh.tlhip of thnnmf;
URA in 1984 'is at laaut an gzcat as it was in 19!2. Ban.d upen

'ftho ptﬁaodlnq infornatton the conplaiaﬂnt 1niiltl that "in 1902
;(and 11kely, upon 1n£ornation nnd bcliof, also in 1983), tbe RBA

was soliciting politlcal conttibutiona from ulmout two nillibn
persons who were not entitled to vote for its Boatd of Directors,
and in 1984 it is soliciting such contributions from
approximately 1.7 million persons who are not entitled to vdt§' 
for its Board of Directors." »

The complainant concludes its arguments by asserting that
the "FEC interprets 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (C) as meaning that a
person is not a 'member' of a membership organization for
purposes of campaign contribution solicitation if that person is
not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the

organization." 7/ The complainant maintains, therefore, "when a

2/ The complainant in this matter was a respondent in MUR 1604,
which was initiated by the filing of a complaint by the NRA. The
following language appeared in the conciliation agreement between
the Commission and Handgun Control, Inc. in MUR 1604:
In interpreting its regulations, the

Commission has concluded that a person can only be

considered a "member" of a corporation without

capital stock if: he or she has knowingly taken

some affirmative steps to become a member of the

organization; the membership relationship is

evidenced by the existence of rights and

obligations vis-a-vis the corporation; and, there

is a predetermined mimimum amount for dues or

contributions. (cont'd. on next page)
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political action cunnittco is eo“
it violatci the Act if it soltcif 1

entitlnd to vote for such orqan

the oclphiunt's claim that the -m ana m'm

repeatedly solicited campaign ccntﬂbntionl from ’"uu:m of
perlona who are not, as undet.toud by ‘the 'lc. niubtts nt th.
NRA, and therefore the NRA and the uaa-rvr havo repcatadly
violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) m. | :

On September 19, 1984, the NRA nnd !RA—FVI unhnittod thﬂit
response to the allegations contained in thn inntant cﬂlpltint
(Attachment 1). The ptelininary argument tailod by the
respondents is that they do not consider the couplaint 'to be 1n

compliance with 11 C.F.R. § 114.d(a) as it does not ‘contain a
clear and concise recitation of the facts which deictibe a
violation of the statutes or regulations over which the
Commission has jurisdiction'.” Such an argument is without merit
in the view of this office. Purthermore, the respondents
maintain that the complaint is “"patently frivolous" noting that
they are "unaware of any interpretation by the Commission ... of
2 U.8.C. § 441b(b) (4) (C) holding that 'a person is not a “"member"
of an (sic) membership organization for purposes of campaign
contributions if that person is not entitled to vote in the
election of those who govern the organization'," as alleged in

the complaint. It is the respondents' position that "the voting

1/ (cont'd.)

Pursuant to the conciliation agreement, HCI agreed to grant
its members the right to elect a Director of the Governing Board
of HCI.
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o cnployod 1n the FECA and as it haa bcon,intorproeed by thc T

(1982)(_!!9). According to tbe tespondcnts, i 5 utabe:lhip

'relationship with the o:ganization can be established by grantlug

prlvileges other than voting."”

In their defense the respondents explain that the 'abutnce
of express statutory definition has required thg’suptene1¢99gt“of
the United States to interpret the term 'ieibér' in the réé;ﬁtf
NRWC case" where the Court held "that the meaning of thg,ﬁptﬂf ,
‘member' may be determined by reference to, inter alia, the laws
of the state of incorporation." The respondents emphasize that
“the Court noted that Congress' intent could be determined by
analogizing members of non-profit corporations to stockholders of
business corporations, stating that 'some relatively enduring and
independently significant financial or organizational attachment
is required to be a member under § 441b(b) (4)(C)'." It is
explained by the respondents that the attributes of membership
that make up an "independently significant ... organizational
attachment” include "the ability to participate in the operation
or administration of the corporation; regularly scheduled
membership meetings; receipt of membership cards; receipt of

regular publications or newsletters; and the ability to control
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"1 lovcr thq cxﬁtndttutn o£ tholt cont:tbution:. :thh*roi“

claia that "[n)otably, oloction of coryo:uto ofticiall s

one indicia ot the existonce of this attacbment'

The NRA is a not—!amvprotit corporation '1ncorporatca,uaﬂh: .
those provisions of Rev !otk Statc uot-ror-rrotit Corpnratton;nawi

| telatinq to nenbership eezpozations. In canplianeo wieh'thn liw 

York State law the respondents note that the NRA's bylaws :
(Article III, Sections 3 and 4) set forth the classes ot-unn,f;
membership and stipulate that NRA membership is evidencgdﬁbyfi'
membership cards (Article III, Section 5). The tespondeit; h..
emphasize that while New York State law "states that the by—laws
may provide that the members of any class shall not be entitled
to vote," the state law does "not say that such a by-law
provision will make the designated non-voting class ‘non-
members'.”

A "parsing of the NRA by-laws reveals the ‘'significant ...
organizational attachment' of non-voting members,® according to
the respondents. In support of their argument the respondenté
maintain that Article III, Section 2, of the bylaws empowers the
Board of Directors to set dues for each class of membership, and
"[ulnlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NRWC ...
NRA non-voting members must pay annual dues upon receiving a bill
from the NRA." The respondents further differentiate that the
NRA "Bylaws are rife with 'reference[s] to members....' NRWC, at

555." In addition, the respondents describe the "Rights and
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' ;vth. ptivilego of :cquesting and teceiviaq advlce and

”_‘conecrning £1zeatus, range construction, club nanaglnnut'lnﬂ
'cunpetitionn 8/1 entitlement to a subscription to tho o!fic :
4journal; the privilege to attend and be heard at al!»o!!tci_“_:ﬁ

meetings of members; the right to attend all neetingl_gtjﬁhgf{*’

- Board of Directors; and the right to circulate and subsit 4

petitions for nominating Directors." 9/ Another right and o
privilege noted by the respondents is contained in Artlclg III.
Section 7 and Article XI, Section 3 of the bylaws whlqh ;lloﬁ -g_
“any member to hold membership on any committee" whichﬁtu!tufh“
"consider, debate, and recommend policir:, strategies, progtann,
rules, and activities to the NRA Board of Directors, the uaﬁaging
body of the corporation.”™ The NRA's reply continues on to note
that its bylaws also provide for an "elaborate procedure for the
termination of membership,” including a requirement of notice and
hearing (Article III, Section 9), and that the bylaws set forth
the duties of members (Article III, Section 10). In conclusion

the respondents contend that all of the 2.9 million

8/ According to the respondents, "[t]lhese privileges are
particularly important with respect to demonstrating the
relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization
since the NRA is primarily an organization concerned with the
lawful use of firearms; it is politically involved only to the
degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.”

9/ Article I1I, Section 6(f) specifically states: “"Any member
shall have the right to circulate and submit petitions for
nominating Directors, to be signed by members entitled to vote,

as provided in Article VIII, Section 3" (emphasis added).
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_members of the HRA are “members® within the meaning of 2
'§ 441b(b) (4) (A) and (C) "as interpreted by the sﬁprm' Cou

!!!E.' and, the:efore, the iustant complaint should be dienis

in thls natter.
fla The applicable law

Pursuant to 2 U.8.C. § Gllb(b)(l)(A)(i) a corporation, or qi

'lcpa:ato aegregated fund establiahed by a corporatlon, may only

solicit contributions to such a fund from its stockholders ana
their families and its executive or adninlstrative personnel aﬁa
theit families. An exemption from this restriction is set £orth=
at 2 U.8.C. § 441b(b) (4) (C), whereby a corporation without
capital stock, or a separate segregated fund established by a
corporation without capital stock, may solicit contributions to
the fund from members of the corporation without capital stock.
The term "member" is defined at 11 C.F.R. § 114.1(e) to mean all
persons who are currently satisfying the requirements for
membership in a corporation without capital stock. A person is
not considered a member under this definition if the only
requirement for membership is a contribution to a separate
segregated fund. 1d.

In addition to its regulation defining "member," the
Commission has, through the advisory opinion process, elaborated
on the factors that will support an organization's claim to the

membership exception of 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (C). 1In Advisory




‘»:,opmzon 1911-57 the Commission vrote um 2 U, s.c. y _

$ uJ.b(b) (4) (C) and 11 C.P.R. § 114.1(e) assume that 'tm:”_
in tact, requirements for nenbe:sh1p~in the organizntion..:.
»Cnnnislion concluded that "a perlon can only be cﬂnlidartd n

n.nbo: of an otganization if he or ahc knnuingly has taken luun ;i

';’tffitnative steps to become a menbet o! the organization.” 10/1
Cannission elabo:ated further by stating that “"the solicitutlon
of political contributions from nembets of an arganization detive
from the special relationship that the organization has to-. 1ts
members (see the remarks of Representative Hansen, 117 Cong. Rec.
43380) and accordingly, the membership relationship must be
evidenced he existence of ri hti and obligations vis-a-vis
the corporation" (emphasis added). The Commission also
considered the existence of a "predetermined minimum amount for

dues or contributions®™ as a prerequisite to

10/ In AO 1977-67 the Commission noted that certain of the
requestor's solicitation materials asked for a financial
contribution and the solicitees' support on specific issues, but
did not mention the procedures whereby an individual would become
a member in the organization.




e lning the ueabcrahip~czcdptiou undnt 2IU. C.
m A0 1977-67. L/ 255 D
. The Bupreme Court in M 103 8. ct. 852 (196
‘ :considar¢d the definitlon of menhor‘ as it in ultd i”
‘,fand the Commission's :egulation- eoncntning eho laa1c"a
'ﬂieontributions to the sopa:atg ccgregatod fund of a“'”__
. without capital stock. The Court concludcd that 'lnnnﬁ_
; cnduring and independently significant ftnancial or ek
organizational attachment is required to be a '-n-bor'.ﬁbiﬁgfi;_v
§ 441b(b) (4) (C).* FEC v. NENC, 103 5. Ct. at $57. 13/ In

2

11/ The district court in FEC v. NRWC, 501 P, 8upp. 422, 43‘
(D.D.C. 1980), considered the "obligation to contribute
regularly” to be a "basic criteria of membership" in an
organization.

12/ The Court reached this conclusion after reviewing the
legislative history of § 441b(b) (4) (C). The opinion of the Court
stated that the entire legislative history of the subsection
appeared to be the floor statement of Senator Allen who explained
the purpose of the amendment with this language:
_ Mr. President, all this amendment does

is to cure an omission in the bill. It

would allow corporations that do not

have stock but have a membership

organization, such as a cooperative or

other corporation without capital stock

and, hence, without stockholders, to set

up separate segregated political funds

as to which it can solicit contributions

from its membership; since it does not

have any stockholders to solicit, it

should be allowed to solicit its

members. That is all that amendment

provides. It does cover an omission in

the bill that I believe all agree should

be filled. 1d. at 557.
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According to the Court, "[t]lhis statement suggests that
'members' of nonstock corporations were to be defined, at least
in part, by analogy to stockholders of business corporations and
members of labor unions." Id. at 557.
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_‘j*.aaition, thn Contt :euogniscd cartain atho n
~ membership. The fact that: the solicitation 1e

tcﬁe:ance t0 nunh.r-'; I.lbn!l pltyed 'no patt inff’

K ndniniat:ation of thc corpoxation‘; In-be:a ata T
’*caupataee otflaialtn thoto vere no uunbe:sbtp neo :
~there was no indicatiou that the asserted members exer

control over the‘expenditu:e of their conttibution3 *
Court to decide that “"those solicited were insutflcien_
attachea to the corporate structure of NRWC to quality a
'-euberl" under 2 U.8.C. § 441b(b) (4) (C). 13/
8. Ct at 558. _ T
The issue involved herein is whether the NRA and NRASPVF
have solicited contributions to the NRA-PVF from individuals who
do not constitute "members® of the NRA within the meaning of the
Act. It is specifically alleged that those individuals who the
NRA considers to be its members, but who do not have the right to
a vote in NRA affairs, have been improperly solicited for
contributions to the NRA-PVF,
Applying the above factors and indicia of membership to the
facts of the instant case, it is the view of the Office of the
General Counsel that the NRA and NRA-PVF have not solicited

individuals who do not constitute "members” of the NRA within the

13/ Another circumstance affecting the Court's decision was that

the corporation's "articles of incorporation and other publicly

filed documents explicitly disclaimed the existence of members."
FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 558. The NRA's bylaws provide for

members, as discussed above.
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o ¢ Ct. 552 (1982) are presnnt in th. 1nstant caso.‘:

Based upon the cvidonce in hand all nnnbc:l of ene’nna/

'appear to be required to pay dues as a condition of nenbot

the NRA, The respondents maintain that all 'non—voting~“’”
must pay annual dueaiﬁpon receiving a bill from the una;?-)
Indeed, the NRA's bylaws stipulate that "the dues or nif’"“‘_ -
u  of , shall be fixed by th.”,
Board of Directoks' (elphasis'adﬂed). ;;/ Such a tequit-i.ﬁ -
for membership in the NRA seems to conform to the Connlliim‘
requirement in A0 1977-67 that a predetermined minimum aﬂonnt tot'
dues exist before the membership exception of § 441b(b) (4) (C) can
properly be claimed. Thus, the apparent obligation of NRA
"members®” to pay mimimum dues on an annual basis should be
considered to be the "significant financial ... attachment

required to be a 'member' under § 441b(b) (4) (C)." See FEC v,

NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 557.

The requisite "enduring ... organizational attachment® (see

FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 557) between purported members of the

14/ See Article III, Section 2 of the NRA bylaws. Although
there are references to dues in the NRA's bylaws with respect to
the various categories of "Individual Members,” no such reference
is contained for an Honorary Life Member. Article III, Section 2
of the bylaws, however, implies that each class of membership is
required to pay dues, and such has been stated by the
respondents.




© NRA and the NRA itself sleo sppears to exist, in ¢

| o!tieu. It 13 the Board of Directors, Qloctud ttan‘ hn 1

_members of the NRA, that formulates policies and h

: charqc ot the affairs and ptope:ty' ot the !IA ;ﬁ/'*
,annunl ana litotiae members are oneltlod to one vﬁtt"
~vaeancy on the Boatd, the Board is not selt-porgdt ft
Hotoovet, although only lifetime and annual -nlbet h
right to cast a vote in NRA affairs 16/, the rccotd 1n

matter evidences that all members of the NRA have cert;in othé'ff

rights vis-a-via the corporation, NRA. See AO 1977-87.~ o
significance is the fact that all members of the NRA nre al*gﬂf f
to hold membership on any committee of the RRA which 'coﬂsidtr,;«-
debate, and recommend policies, strategies, programs, rules, and
activities to the NRA Board of Directors." Equally important is
the fact that all members have the right to attend all meetings
of the Board of Directors, Executive Committee, and standing and
special committees of the Association. All members also have the
"privilege" of attending and being heard at all official meetings
of members. Finally, all members of the NRA have the right to

circulate and submit petitions for nominating Directors. 17/

15/ See Article 1V, Section 2 of the bylaws.

16/ The rights to petition for the removal of any officer,
Director, or member of the Executive Council, and to demand a
special meeting of members are afforded to the members of the NRA
entitled to vote. See Article III, Section 6.

17/ See Article III, Section 6(f) of the NRA's bylaws. The
bylaws state that the petitions are "to be signed by members
entitled to vote."




84N4048276 5

oxpenditure of their ooatributiona (see ; t
1552 (1932)) ‘and are pora&ttod to particlpate tn the ditcctlcn

opezation. and polieiel of the NRA.

‘ Other 1ndicia of uonberchip recognized by ‘the Court 1n g!E
..LM 103 8. Ct. 552, also appear to be present within the m‘
organization. Specifically, the bylaws of the NRA,prpvide_ioz:
an "Annual Meeting of Members” to be held no later than ’
November 30, of the calendar yeat'(atticle 111, Section a(iy);- 
the issuance of an 'apprdprtate,card, cettificate or 1naighia?;t0'
each member as evidence of membership (Article III, sactioh g
5(a)) 18/; and, as a privilege of membership, a subscription to
the NRA "official journal® to be provided to all individual
members (Article III, Section 6(c)). Besides the above indicia,
there appears to be certain "privileges" resulting from
membership in the NRA which include the opportunity to compete in
matches and qualify for resulting awards, as well as the
opportunity to request and receive advice and assistance from the

NRA related to armaments.

18/ As to whether the NRA's solicitations to potential members
make "reference to members” (see FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 555),
the issue has not been raised by the complainant and, hence, not
addressed by the respondents. There is no evidence to the
contrary. Moreover, the NRA's bylaws suggest that individuals
are aware that they are becoming members of the NRA since certain
membership categories hinge on the applicant's age and
citizenship. The bylaws also provide that a member of one class
of membership may become a member of a different class, if
qualified therefor. This office notes further that those
communications sent to the NRA's members which were included in
the complaint refer to membership in the NRA,
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‘The atruoturo of tha una otganis.tion typ.lr, teh

}illihurn of the NRA with c-rtain rights vis-a-vis thu NRA
i‘bvdllcﬂllid above, the Court did not dictate the roquk'ohnn
'-*;Iu-bcrlhip in a eorporutioa uitheut e:piual ltock.wh# *'f”
”ﬁfca-antea upon the various indicia of -.-hg:ship thut were

f'llcking in the tactual cituation under its eonsidttatlom
il .:Aght»to vote is only one type of right vin-a-vis thn

corporation, in this office's view. Where, as here, voting v‘f"

'rights are granted to a linited number of nenbtts of ¢

co:po:atlon without capital ctock a close scrutiny of thc nthtr

existing rights and obligations is required. In this lattnr.
- believe that the NRA organization provides all of its nu-htrs 

with sufficient rights, obligations, and privileges to clai- the
membership exemption of 2 U.5.C. § 441b(b) (4)(C). In '
consideration of the foregoing, it is the position of the Office
of General Counsel that there is no reason to believe the NRA,
NRA-PVF, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer, violated 2 U.8.C.
§ 441b(b) (4) (A) (1).

RECOMMENDATIONS
1, PFind no reason to believe the National Rifle Association of
America, National Rifle Association of America Political Victory
Fund, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.
§ 441b(b) (4) (A) (i).
2. Close the file.
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: Dear Mr. Steelec

Ina eomphint filed mth the Commnssion on A

'(ch hes alleged that the National Rifle Association (NRA) an

fund, the NRA-Political Vietory Fund (NRA-PVF), ﬂolated the _

Campa ’gaa of 1971, as gmended. Specifically, it is alleged that NRA P
ted 2 USC 44Ib(bX4XA) and (C) by solieiting eontﬂbuﬁcu to the separate

segr:gﬁxted fund from "non-voting” members of the corporation. In rupom we submit

the following.

First, we consider this complaint not to be in compliance with I C.F.R. IL4(d) es it
does not "contain a clear and concise recitation of the facts which deseribe a violation of
the statutes or regulations ovep /vhich the Commission has jurisdiction." Indeed, HCI's
complaint is patently frivolous / and nothing more than a petulant attempt to seek
retribution against the NRA for our recent successful complaint against HCI. (MUR
1604). As to the merits of the complaint, it is our position that the voting privilege is not
the sine gua non of "membership” as that term is employed in the FECA and as it has
been interpreted by the Supreme Court of the United States in Fed ,4_. ‘1 2 tiw

.Commission v. Nati Right to Work Committ & » 103 S.Ct. 552 (I

Moreover, it is our position that a membership relationship with t org Ar . atio
established by granting privileges other than voting. [

2 USC 441b(b)(4XA) and (C) provide that although a corporation is prohibited from
making contributions or expenditures in connection with federal elections, it may pag
expenses of soliciting contributions to'a separate segregated fund it has established from
only "members of such organization." "Member" is not expressly defined within the
statute. The regulations, on the other hand, attempt such a definition at 11 C.F.R. 114.)(e)

*/NRA is unaware of any interpretation by the Commission (and none is
specifically eited by HCI) of 2 USC 441b(b)(4XC) holding that "a person is not a 'member’
of an (sic) membership organization for purposes of campaign contributions if that ﬁerson
is not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the organization." Complaint,

at para. 6. ‘
Oittachmand (1)
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wherein it is stated that members mean all persons who are currently satistm'-‘ o
requirements for membership in a membership organization, trade association,
coopeut!ve, or corporation without capital stoek. - T3

This absence of express statutory definition has required the Supreme Court of the
United States to interpret the term "member" in the recent NRWC case. In that case,
the Supreme Court held that the meaning of the word "member" may be determined by
reference to, inter g%’a, the laws of the state of incorporation. Moreover, the Court
noted that Congress' intent could be determined by analogizing members of non-profit . -
corporations to stockholders of business corporations, stating that "some relatively =
enduring and independently significant financial or organizational attachment is required
to be a member under $441(b)(4)(C)." 103 S.Ct. at 557. The attributes of membership that
make up an "in_deg:ndently significant. . . organizational attachment" include: the ability
to participate in the operation or administration of the corporation; regularly scheduled
membership meetings; receipt of membership cards; receipt of regular publications or
newsletters; and the ability to control over the expenditure of their contributions.
Notably, election of corporate officials is only one indicia of the existence of this
attachment. :

The National Rifle Association is a not-for-profit corporation, incorporated under
those provisions of New Yprk State Not-F or-Profit Corporation Law relating to
membership corporations. / Like the FECA, New York law does not contain an express
definition of "member." It does provide, however, that a membership corporation may
have one or more classes of members and that any such provision for classes of
membership shall be set forth in the articles of incorporation or by-laws. N-PCL
§601(a). In compliance with this mandate, the NRA Bylaws, Article IlI, Sections 3 and 4,
set forth the classes of NRA membership. Moreover, N-PCL §601(c)(3) specifically states
that membership may be effected and evidenced by membership certificates or cards;
NRA Bylaws, Article IIl, Section 5 effectuate compliance with this section. Finally, 612
states that the by-laws may provide that the members of any class shall not be entitled
to vote. Significantly, it does not say that such a by-law provision will make the
designated non-voting class "nonmembers." :

NRA's compliance with the requirements of New York law is not the only evidence
that its non-voting members are members within the meaning of the FECA. A parsing of
the NRA by-laws reveals the "significant . . . organizational attachment" of non-voting
members.

1) Article Ill, Section 2 empowers the Board of Directors to set dues for each class
of membership. Unlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NRWC (where there
was " . . . no obligation to contribute regularly . . . " NRWC, 501 F. Supp. 422, 434 (1980)),

*/In NRWC, the Court noted that the NRWC was not established as a
membership organization, thus indicating that the organization was not intended to be a
membership organization. NRA, on the other hand, clearly was intended to be a
membership organization as the Bylaws are rife with "referencels] to members . ..."

NRWC, at 555.
72)




Gl NRA non-voting members must pay annual dues upon receiving a bill frﬁm”th

" 3) Article ITl, Section 6, entitled "Rights and Privileges of Members,"
“benefits of NRA membership; they include: the privilege of competing in ma
privilege of requesting and receiving advice and tance concerning firearms,
-construction, club management and competitions /; entitlement to a
 offieial journal; the privilege to attend and be heard at all official meetiml of
~ the right to attend all meetings of the Board of Directors, and the right to circulat
' _submit petitions for nominating Directors. :

3) Article HI, Section 7 and Article XI, Section 3 allow any member to hold
membership on any committee. These committees (See Article XI, Sections 1~4) A
consider, debate, and recommend policies, strategies, programs, rules, and activities to
the NRA Board of Directors, the managing body of the corporation.

4) Article Ill, Section 9 establishes an elaborate procedure for the terminltion of
membership, including a requirement of notice §9(e)(3)) and hearing ®3(eX5) - (6), (8))

5) Article Ill, Section 10 sets forth the duties of members.

Plainly, all the 2.9 million members of the National Rifle Association are membm
~ within the meaning of 2 USC 441b(bX4XA) & (C) as interpreted by the Supreme Court in
NRWC. As such, the National Rifle Association is allowed to solicit for funds to be
contributed to its separate segregated fund, NRA-Political Victory Fund. It is,
therefore, our conclusion that no further action should be taken against the National
Rifle Association or against its separate, segregated fund the NRA-Political Victory
Fund with reference to this complaint and that it should be dismissed forthwith.

Sincerely yours,

C}du’{ _S’?/wwt..-

Janet K. Scherer
Assistant General Counsel

JKS:jlh
Attachment

*/In NRWC, the Supreme Court observed that the NR WC sought contributions
of unspecified amounts on a "random" basis (NRWC, at 557) from names and addresses on
"commercially available mailing lists." NRWC, at 555.

*/These prwﬂeges are particularly important with respect to demonstratmg
the relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization since the NRA is
primarily an organization concerned with the lawful use of firearms; it is politically
involved only to the degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.
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on August 27,f;j
the uggiopul Rifle As

ueCabs. ‘as tre 2

er, of a complaint allegi
certain sections ot the redg:.. llcctian“*”~

amended.

The Commission,. on . 1984, dete:lined that on the
basis of the information in the complaint, and information
provided by your clients, there is no reason to believe that a
violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been
committed. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this
matter. This matter will become a part of the public tecord

within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel




~ Washington, om0
jDOnr Mr. Orasinz,z_f' LBl R e

The Federal Eloction Cﬂ.li!liﬂm has :Qviawtd ehn a
of your complaint dated August 22 l, and determine
the basis of the information pzovi : ;ygm-il

 information provided by the tttpondnntl,,thd“

~ believe that a violation of the Pederal ngetiﬂn _ :
1971, as amended ("the Act") has been committed. Accordingl
Commission has decided to close the file in this uatt-r. - The
Federal Election Campaign Act allows a complainant to seek
judicial review of the Commission's dismissal of this action.
See 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (8).

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in 2 U.8.C. §
437g(a) (1) and 11 C.F.R. § 111.4. ‘

Sincerely,

Charles N, Steele
General Counsel

Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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First, we consider this complaint not to be in com
doesnot"eontamhelurﬁ Meomhemitaﬁm;;‘ﬂn lch desc
the statutes or ons ;mlchthe om on has ju ]
complaint is pa °"l nothing more than a petu tem
re&buﬂwmhtmnufwmmentm«nmww
1604). As to the merits of the complaint, it is our position that the voting prl\flhgehnot
% non of "membership” asthattermlsomployoalntlnl’lm:nﬂultm
beea byﬁles«premeCourtoftheUnltodsutuln!“r ion
e, 103 8.Ct. 552 (1982) (N
: our sl ot o with the
establh:odbygun pﬂvﬂegesotherthanvomg

2 USC 441(bX4)A) and (C) provide that although a corporation
making contributions or expenditures in connection with tednmleloe pni
of solieiting contributions to a separate segregated fund it has ut»ﬁed rom
7 "members of such organization." "Member" is not defined within
statute. The regulations, on the other hand, attempt such a tion at I C.P.R. lu.l(o)

*/NRA is unaware of any interpretation by the Commission (and none is
specifically cited by HCI) of 2 USC 441b(b)X4)XC) holding that "a person is not a ’momber'
of an (sic) membership organization for purposes of campaign contributions if that
is not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the organization." Com int,
at para. 6.




whereln it is stated that members mean all persons who are currently satisfying the
requirements for membership in 8 membership organization, trade association, i
cooperative, or corporation without capital stock.

This absence of express statutory definition has required the Supreme Court of tlw
United States to interpret the term "member” in the recent NRWC case. In that ease,
the Supreme Court held that the meaning of the word "member” may be determined by
reference to, inter alia, the laws of the state of incorporation. Moreover, the Court -
noted that Congress' Intent could be determined by analogizing members of nal-pl'oﬂt
corporations to stoekholders of business corporations, stating that "some relatively -
enduring and independently significant financial or organizational attachment is roqulnd :
to be a member under $441(b}X4)XC)." 103 S.Ct. at 557. The attributes of membership that
make an "ind endently significant. . . o ational attachment" include: the ability
cipate i e operation or administration of the corporation; regularly scheduled .
membership meetings; receipt of membership cards; receipt of regular publications or
newsletters; and the ability to control over the expenditure of their contributions..
Notably, election of corporate officials is only one indicia of the existence of this
attachment.

The National Rifle Association is a not-for-profit corporation, incorporated under
those provisions of New p}-k State Not-For-Profit Corporation Law relating to =
membership corporations. / Like the FECA, New York law does not contain an express
definition of "member." It does provide, however, that a membership corporation may
have one or more classes of members and that any such provision for classes of
membership shall be set forth in the articles of incorporation or by-laws. N-PCL
$60Xa). In compliance with this mandate, the NRA Bylaws, Article IIl, Sections 3 and 4,
set forth the classes of NRA membership. Moreover, N-PCL §60)cX3) specifically states
that membership may be effected and evidenced by membership certificates or cards;
NRA Bylaws, Article IIl, Section 5 effectuate compliance with this section. Finally, $612
states that the by-laws may provide that the members of any class shall not be entitled
to vote. Significantly, it does not say that such a by-law provision will make the
designated non-voting class "nonmembers."

NRA's compliance with the requirements of New York law is not the only evidence
that its non-voting members are members within the meaning of the FECA. A parsing of
the NRA by-laws reveals the "significant . . . organizational attachment" of non-voting
members.

1) Article I, Section 2 empowers the Board of Directors to set dues for each class
of membership. Unlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NRWC (where there
was " . .. no obligation to contribute regularly . . . " NRWC, 501 F. Supp. 422, 434 (1980)),

*/In NRWC, the Court noted that the NRWC was not established as a
membership organization, thus indicating that the organization was not intended to be a
membership organization. NRA, on the other hand, clearly was intended to be a
membership organization as the Bylaws are rife with "referencels] to members ... ."
NRWC, at 555.
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NRA non-voting members must pay annual dues upon receiving a bill from the NR/

2) Article III, Section 6, entitled "Rights and Privil 3“ of Members," sets fo
benefits of NRA membership; they include: the privilege of competing in matehes;

privilege of requesting and receiving advice and gyhtance concerning firearms, r¢

oonstruetion, club mam%ement and competitions /; entitlement to a mbcerlptlan‘ lo s
official journal; the privilege to attend and be heard at all official meetings of men -
the right to attend all meetings of the Board of Directors; and the right to eirmhtlm,' ;
lubmit petitions for nominating Directors.

3) Article I, Section 7 and Article XI, Section 3 allow any member to hold
membership on any committee. These committees (See Article XI, Sections 1-4).
consider, debate, and recommend policies, stutogles, programs, rules, and activitiu w
the NRA Board of Directors, the managing body of the corporation.

4) Article IlI, Section 9 establishes an elaborate procedure for the termimtion of
membership, including a requirement of notice m(exs» and hearing 80(eX5) - (6), (8)). -

5) Article Ill, Section 10 sets forth the duties of members.
Plainly, all the 2.9 million members of the National Rifle Association are meﬂnbm

within the meaning of 2 USC 44Ib(bX4XA) & (C) as interpreted by the Supreme Court in
NRWC. As such, the National Rifle Association is ullowed to solieit for funds to be

contributed to its separate segregated fund, NRA-Political Vietory Fund. It is,

therefore, our conclusion that no further action should be taken against the National
Rifle Association or against its separate, segregated fund the NRA-Political Victory
Pund with reference to this complaint and that it should be dismissed forthwith.

Sincerely yours,

Cppret Soherec

Janet K. Scherer
Assistant General Counsel

JKS:jlh
Attachment

*/In NRWC, the Supreme Court observed that the NRWC sought contributions
of unspecified amounts on a "random" basis (NRWC, at 557) from names and addresses on
"commercially available mailing lists." NRWC, at 555.

*/These privileges are particularly important with respect to demonstrati
the relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization since the NRA is
primarily an organization concerned with the lawful use of firearms; it is politically
involved only to the degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.
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 wh _request a seven day extension of t
respond to the mlunt £iled against your clie
Rifle Association, and the National Rifle Assoc:
Victory Fund and its treasurer. I have reviewed

agree to the extension. The response of your clientl i‘:auef-
therefore, on September 19, 1984.

If you have any questions please contact Maura White at 523-
4143.

Sincerely,

Kenneth A. ¢
Associate 'eneral Counsel
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Maura White, saquim 4
Federal Election commi
Office of the General
Washington, DC 20463

RE: MUR 1765
Dear Ms. White.
I am requesting on hqhalt ol the
Association and its -dpq:ata grec

NRA Political Victory Fund ’ ensi i
answer the allegations euntaine& v&- in MUR 1765

until September 19, 1984.

Thank you for your cooperation in thisvmatter.
Sincerely yours,

oherec

Janet K. Scherer
Assistant General Counsel




BIATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
NSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Ruook IsLanp Avenue

iNGTON, D.C. 20036

Maura White, Esquire

Federal Election Commission
Office of the General Counsel
Washington, DC 20463
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FEDERAI. EI.ECTIQN eomwssaon "
WASHINC“ON. D.C. 20463 f

August 27, 1984

Charles Orasin

‘Bxecutive Vice President
Eandgun Control, Inc. ,
1400 K Street, N.W. Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Orasin:

. ¥ This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your coupluint 7
which we received on August 22, 1984 which alleges violations of
the Federal Election Campaign laws. A staff member has been
assigned to analyze your allegations. The respondent will
notified of this conplaint within five days.

You will be notified as soon as the Commission takes fintl
action on your cosiplaint. Should you have or receive any
additional information in this matter, please forward it to this
office. We suggest that this information be sworn to in the same
manner as your original complaint. Por your information, we have
attached a brief description of the Commission's procedure for

handling complaints. If you have any questions, please contact
Barbara A. Johnson at (202) 523-4143.

Sincerely,

A Associate Gen;“al COunsel

Enclosure




 National R h:lqc'ltion ot Anerica
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.

5 lluhinqtoh. D.C. 20035

Re: Hﬁﬁ 17‘5‘» 7?,qu,g_,,.‘

Dear Sirs.

This lctter 1: to notify you that on hugnat 22;' 8
FPederal Election Commission received a complaint which a
that your association. may have violated certain. ion
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended
copy ‘of the complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this

MUR 1765. Please refer to this number in all future
correspondence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against your association
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(h) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.




h_,ions, please contact Maura White, the
o the case at (202) 523-4143. Por your
ittached a brief description of the
' handling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

KMAM%

y: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

Enclosures

1. coupfaint

2, Procedures

3. Designation of Counsel Statement
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FEDERALEE;
WASHINGTON, D.C. ;

Michael K. McCabe i

Treasurer

National Rifle Anseciatieﬂ
Political Victory Fund

1600 Rhode Island Avenue, l.ﬂ.

Washington, D.C. 20036 =

gctsﬂﬂﬁﬂliﬁs
Dear Mr. McCabe:

This letter is to’ notify you that on Anguat 22
Federal Election Commission received a complaint nhie
that you and the National Rifle Association Political tor:

Fund may have violated certain sections of the Feder  ¢81netian
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (“"the Act"). A copy of the
complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR 1765.
Please refer to this number in all future co:retpoudeuco.»

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate, in
writing, that no action should be taken against you and the
National Rifle Association Political Victory Fund, in connection
with this matter. Your response must be submitted within 15 days
of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within 15
days, the Commission may take further action based on the
aQailable information.

Please submit any factual or legal matér¥als which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where 'appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.
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Charles N. Steele; lﬁqnirt
General Counsel bl
Pederal Blection caulilsten
Washington, D.C. 20&53

Dear Mr. Steele:

Pursuant to 2 Uﬂc“ '37(§) nnd“lllctl’ 1

that you investigate th awlpllih ‘that 1
Association of America ("NRA"), it pars

Political victory Fund ("NRA~-PVF®"), and its
McCabe, all of 1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Wa
20036, have solicited contributions in vlolutiau of
§441b(b)(4). This complaint is filed on behalf of
Inc., 1400 K Street, N.W., Suite 500, Washington, n.c.

NRA-PVF IS A CORPORATE PAC

NRA-PVF is a corporate political action committee within the
definition of 2 USC $441b(b)(2)(C). It has identified the NRA as
its connected organiszation on its Statement of Organization on
file with the Federal Election Commission (Exhibit 1).

NRA AND NRA-PVF HAVE SOLICITED INDIVIDUALS OTHER THAN WRA MEMBERS

1. According to Article III, section 6 of the NRA Bylaws,
as amended May 7 and 9, 1983 (Bxhibit 2), only "Lifetime members"
and annual members with five or more consecutive years of member-
ship in the NRA and who are citizens of the United States and at
least 18 years old are entitled to vote to elect members of the
Board of Directors.

- 18 According to the attached solicitation letter of the NRA-
PVF (Exhibit 3, - undated, but context shows that it was sent in
connection with the 1982 federal elections), NRA-PVF solicited
contributions from 2.4 million "NRA members®.

3. According to the April 1984 statement of Harlon Carter,
Executive Vice President of the NRA (Exhibit 4), in 1984 the NRA
had 715,000 voting members.

Handgun Control inc., 1400 K Strest N.W., Suite 500, Washington, D.C. 20005 * (202) 898-0792
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" Charles N. Steo,o, Baguire

August 22, 1984
Page 2

4. The NRA is a membership organization (see NRA ayluu‘ﬁw
Exhibit 2). Upon information and belief, in 1983 the NRA taiu:gd
its eligibility requirements for voting membership. Prior to that
time only Life Members were eligible, according to pages 5-6 of
the January 1980 NRA Official Journal (Exhibit 5). Exhibit S also
shows that of the then NRA membership of 1,258,608, only 269,384
were Life Members. Thus, it appears, on infotmation and belief,
that the 1984 voting membership total of 715,000 is much larger
than the voting membership in 1982, when 2.4 million persons were
solicited for political contributions. Also, upon information and
belief, the total "membership®™ of the NRA in 1984 is at least as
great as it was in 1982. If these beliefs are correct, then it
follows that in 1982 (and likely, upon information and belief,
also in 1983), the NRA was soliciting political contributions from
almost two million persons who were not entitled to vote for 1tl
Board of Directors, and in 1984 it is soliciting such :
contributions from approximately 1.7 million persons who are not
entitled to vote for its Board of Directors.

5. Upon information and belief, the NRA solicited political
contributions from all its "members®™ in every federal election
since 1976. See, e.g., the solicitation made to all NRA "members"™
in the NRA publication, the American Rifleman, of October, 1976
(Excerpt attached as Exhibit 6).

6. The FEC interprets 2 USC $441b(b)(4)(C) as meaning that
a person is not a "member" of an membership organization for
purposes of campaign contribution solicitation if that person is
not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the
organization. Thus, when a political action committee is
connected to such an organization it violates the Act if it
solicits from such persons who are not entitled to vote for such
organization's governing board.

7. If the FEC confirms the fact as described above, then
the NRA and the NRA-PVC have repeatedly solicited campaign
contributions from millions of persons who are not, as understood
by the FEC, members of the NRA, and therefore the NRA and the NRA-
PVC have repeatedly violated 2 USC $441b(b)(4)(A).

Sincerely ﬁrs ’

Charles Orasin
Executive Vice President

Attachments
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Federal Election Commrssiou
1385 7S¢ reet, . “i .
washingqton, D.C. 29463

Attention: S. Bius. Reports Antlysiﬁ

sear Sirs:

This letter is 1n respoasc to xour co. 'spondence
of Septe=ber 2, 1976, received by us ‘September 16, 1976
requesting an amended filing in compliance with the’proposed
Regulations.

In the absence of our Treasurer and in the absence
cf any changes requiring a new filing, I am informing the
Comnission that the National Rifle Association of America
is our "connected” organization. The LRA Political Victory
Fung nas no affiliated committee. '

Very truly yours,

Robert J. Kukla
Chairman,
NRA Political chtory Fund
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1600 Rhode isiand Ave. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

A NEW YORK STATE MEMBERSHIP
CORPORATION CMARTERED IN 1871
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The
National
Rifle
Association
of

America

The National Rifle Association, chariered in
1871. is not only the oldest sporismen’s organi-
zation in America. but aiso is an educations!, rec-
reational and public service organization dedi-
cated to the right of the individugl citizen t0 own
and use firearms for recreation and defense.

The NRA is a nonprolit corporation supported
by membership dues and contributions from
public spirited members and ciubs. it is not
::mmod m any m or ammunition manufac-

rer nor any iness which deals in
'Ot smmunition. It receives no -wi&'::
rom h

The NRA cooperates with all branches of the
United Ststes Armed Forces, federal agencies.
state and local governments interested in teach-
ing small arms marksmanship and firearm safety
to the maximum number of Americans.

Ouring World War 1i. NRA members
over one million seven hundred thousand Amer-
icans the correct use of small arms in pre-
induction’training courses.

Past presidents of the Association include:
U.S. President Ulysses S. Grani and General
Philip H. Sheridan. Among the many notables
who have been members of the National Rifie
Association are seven Presidents of the United
States, two Chief Justices of the United States
Supreme Court and numerous United States

ongressmen, as well as legisiators and offi-
cials of the several state governments.

[This supersedes the printed copy of the Bylaws as
amended December 12, 1982.]

NOTE: AMENDMENTS IN BOLD FACE
ITALICS SHALL NOT BE REPEALED OR
AMENDED BY THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS.
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ARTICLE |
Name

The name of this organization is the Na-
tional Rifle Association of America.

ARTICLE Il

Purposes And Objectives

The purposes and objectives of the Na-
tional Rifle Association of America are:

1. To protect and defend the Constiu-
tion of the United States, especially with
reference to the inalienable right of the in-
dividual American citizen guaranteed by
such Constitution to acquire, possess,
transport, carry, transfer ownership of,
and enjoy the right to use arms, in order
that the people may always be in a position
to exercise their legitimate individual
rights of self-preservation and defense of
family, person, and property, as well as to
serve effectively in the appropriate militia
for the common defense of the Republic
and the individual liberty of its citizens;

2. To promote public safety, law and
order, and the national defense;

3. To train members of law enforcement
agencies, the armed forces, the militia, and
people of good repute in marksmanship
and in the safe handling and efficient use
of small arms;

4. To foster and promote the shooting
sports, including the advancement of ama-
teur competitions in marksmanship at the
local, state, regional, national, and in? .rna-
tional levels;

5. To promote hunter safety, and to pro-
mote and defend hunting as a shooting
sport and as a viable and necessary
method of fostering the propagation,
growth, conssrvation, and wise use of our
renewable wildlife resources.

The Association may take all actions
necessary and proper in the furtherance of
these purposes and objectives.
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Article Ill, Sec. 1

ARTICLE Il
Membership

Section 1. Eligibility.

(8) Any citizen of the United States who is
and while he remains of good repute, who sub-
scribes to the objectives and purposes of the
Association, or any organization as hereinafter
described, shall be eligible to be a member of
the Association; provided that citizens of for-
cign nations and organizations composed in
whole or in major part of citizens of foreign
nations may be admitted to membership as
provided in Sections 3 and 4 of this Article.

(b) No individual who is a member of, and
0o organization composed in whole or in part
of individuals who are members of, any orga-
nization or group having as its purpose or one
of its purposes the overthrow by force and vio-
lence of the Government of the United States
or any of its political subdivisions shall be
eligible for membership.

Section 2. Dues and Contributions.

The dues or minimum contributions of each
class of membership shall be fixed by the
Board of Directors. Except for those persons
who are lifetime members elected prior to
July 1, 1979, all members of all classes with
addresses not within the domestic United States
may be required to pay the additional postage
costs necessary for Association mailings to their
stated addresses. The imposition of such re-
quirement and the amount of such costs shall be
dctermined administratively from time to time.

Section 3. Individual Members.

(a) Individual Members. Individual members
shall be Bencfactor, Patron, Endowment, Life,
Annual, and such other members as arc desig-
nated in this section.

(b) Honorary Life Member. A person may
be nominated for Honorary Life membership
by the Executive Council and be elected to such
membership by the Board of Directors in recog-
nition of outstanding service to the Association
on a national scale in any one or morc of the
primary fields of cndeavor of the National Rifle

,.".—--—.o--.—-.» @ e P le'e

Article Ill, Sec. 3

Association of America. Not more than three
individuals shall be elected as Honorary Life
Members in any one calendar year. Honorary
Life Members shall enjoy all the rights and
privileges of Life Members.

(c) Lifetime Members. Benefactor, Patron,
Endowment, Life and Honorary Life Members
are lifetime members. Associate Life Mem-
bers are not lifetime members of the Associa-
tion.

Except as provided in subsection (f) of this
Section and in Section 9 of this Article, the
tenure of membership of members of all other
classes shall continue so long as their current
dues are paid.

(d) Associate Member. A person who is a
spouse of any member of the Association may
become an Associate Member upon payment of
such dues as may be determined by the Board
of Directors.

(¢) Junior Member. A person 20 years of age
or under, who pays such dues as may be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors, may become
a junior member. Such status shall continue
through the end of the calendar year in which
his or her 20th birthday occurs.

() Non-Citizen Member. A citizen of a na-
tion other than the United States, whether resi-
dent within or without the United States, who
is interested in the pursuit of the purposes and
objectives of the Association may become a
member of the Association in any of the cate-
gorics listed in this Section, subject to the limita-
tions of Section 6(c) of this Article, upon the
fulfillment of any condition for membership
within said category. Non-citizen memberships
shall be subject to termination or suspension by
vote of the Board of Directors, or the Executive
Committec. if the Board is not in session, when-
ever, by proclamation of the President of the
United States, or by action of the Congress, the
nation of which any such member is a citizen is
in a state of war or active military hostilities
with the United States. and good cause exists for
such termination or suspension.

() Upgrading Class of Membership. An in-
dividual member of one class may become a
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Article lll, Sec. 3

member of a different class, if qualified therefor,
by contributing the minimum dues or contribu-
tion speciied by the Board of Directors for the
class of membership desired, less the contribu-
tion specified for his current membership.

Section 4. Organization Members.

Organization members shall be:

(a) State Associations. An organized group,
affiliated with the National Rifle Association of
America, composed of individuals, members or
organizations from any state or territory of the
United States, the objects and purposes of which
are consistent with those of the Association.
When, in the opinion of the Board of Directors,
the interests of the Association and its members
will be best served, separate groups may be
granted certificates of membership in a state or
territory for the purpose of promoting interest
in any stated activity of the Association.

(b) Organizations other than State Associa-
tions. Any organized group, the purposes of
which are in barmony with the objects of the
National Rifle Association of America.

(c) Clubs. Organizations composed of not
less than five citizens of the United States,
whose objects and purposes are consistent with
those of the National Rifle Association of Amer-
ica, may be affiliated or enrolled in accordance
with administrative requirements and procedures
approved by the officers of the Association.

(d) Non-Citizen Organization Member. Any
organization of five or more members, wherever
located, composed in whole or in major part of
citizens of countries other than the United
States, the objects and purposes of which are
consistent with those of the Association, may
be affiliated or enrolled as a non-citizen orga-
nization member. Such organization member-
ship shall be subject to termination or suspen-
sion in the same manner as provided in Section
3(f) of this Article.

Section 5. Admission to Membership.

(a) An appropriate card, certificate or in-
signia shall be issued to each member as evi-
dence of membership.

Article lll, Sec. 5

(b) Any applicant for any class of member-
ship or affiliation may be refused admission or
affiliation by the Board of Directors for any
reason deemed by it to be sufficient.

Section 6. Rights and Privileges of Members.

(a) All members who comply with the reg-
ulations and meet the conditions specified for
any particular match shall have the privilege of
competing in such match whether conducted by
the Association or its affiliated organizations
and of qualifying for such awards as may be
cstablished by the Association.

(b) All members shall have the privilege of
requesting and receiving from the Association
such advice and assistance as may be currently
available concerning small arms, ammunition
and accessories, range construction, and organi-
zation and management of clubs and competi-
tions. A reasonable charge may be made by
the Association for such assistance.

(c) Except as provided in this subsection, all
individual members of the Association shall be
entitled to a subscription to the official journal
as a privilege of membership. The Board of
Directors may determine reduced dues or con-
tributions for Associate or Junior members of
the Association, on the condition that such
members clecting to pay reduced dues or con-
tributions shall not be entitled to a subscription
to the official journal.

(d) All members shall have the privilege to
attend and be heard at all official meetings of
members, and shall have the right to attend all
meetings of the Board of Directors, Executive
Committee, and standing and special commit-
tees of the Association, except during executive
sessions thereof.

(¢) Lifetime members and annual members
with five or more consecutive years of member-
ship, as shown in the Association’s membership
records, who have attained the age of 18 years
and who are citizens of the United States of
America shall be entitled to vote. Each such
member shall be entitled to cast a vote for not
more than one person for each vacancy on the
Board of Directors to be filled by the membership

5
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Section 3.

(g) Members of the Association entitled to
vote, and any organization member, shall have
the right to petition for removal of any officer,
Director, or member of the Executive Council
by the procedure provided in Article 1X.

(h) Members of the Association entitled to
vote shall have the right to demand a special
meeting of the members by the procedure pro-
vided in Section 8(b) of this Article.

Section 7. Members Holding Office.

The holding of any office or membership on
any committee shall be contingent upon mem-
bership in good standing in this Association.

Section 8. Meetings of Members.

(a) Anoual Meeting of Members. The Asso-
ciation shall hold an Annual Meeting of Mem-
bers to receive the report of the election of Di-
rectors and to transact such other business as
may properly come before the meeting, at such
time and place as shall be determined by the
Board of Directors, but in no case later than
November 30th of each calendar year. Notice
of the time and place of such meeting shall be
published in consecutive issues of the official
journal of the Association not less than twice
prior to the holding of the meeting.

(b) Special Meetings of Members. A special
meeting of members of the Association may be

6
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called at any time by the President. by the
Board of Directors, or by the Exccutive Com-
mittee, or upon demand, in writing, signed by
not less than 5% of the members entitled t0
vote, and stating the purpose of the proposed
meeting. Notice of the time, place and object of
the special meeting shall be published in con-
mﬁvemmdthcomﬁdpumdonhe As-
sociation not less than twice prior to the holding
gwm lace of such meeting shall

(c) Quorem. At ar mmspecul meet-
ing 100 members ent to vote shall consti-
tute a quorum. :

(d) Presentation of A\uﬂls. No award shall
be presented during any meeting of members
without the prior approval of the Board of
Directors.

Section 9. Termination of Membership.

(a) Any member in default in payment of
dues may be suspended from the privileges of
membershlp and any member in arrears for two
years’ dues shall be from the rolls and
membership shall be terminated.

(b) Any individual member may terminate
his or her membeulup at any time by a resigna-
tion in writing sent by first class United States
mail to the Secretary of the Association, but
such member will not be entitled to any refund
of dues or contributions already paid.

(c) The membership of any Associate Life
Member shall terminate upon the divorce from,
death or separation from membership in the
Association of the member of whom the Asso-
ciate Life Member is a spouse; provided, how-
cver. that the Associate Life Member may,
within six months of such divorce. death or
separation, upgrade said membership to a full
Life Membership in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (g) of Section 3 of this
Article.

(d) Any organization member may termi-
nate its membership at any time by a vote of a
majority of the members of such orgamzauon
at any regular meeting or specnal meeung called
for the purpose, by a resignation in writing ac-

7
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Article m.. 9 R
companied by a copy of the minutes
meeting sent by first class United States mail by
the Secretary of the organization to the Secre
tary of the Association, but such organization
member shall not be entitied to any refund of
dues already paid. R

(¢) Any individual member or any organi-
zation member may be suspended or expelied
under the following procedures for any cause or
conduct which is contrary to, or in violation of,
the Charter or Bylaws of the Association, or for
having obtained membership in the Assaciation
by false or misleading statements. No member
so suspended or expelled will be entitled to any
refund of dues or contributions already paid.

(1) The Board of Directors, or the Exec-
tive Committee, if the Board is not in session,
may, on its own motion, pass a resolution set-
ting forth that on the basis of specific facts
therein set forth, the member shall be sus-
pended for a definite period of time, or ex-
pelled, unless he demands a hearing as herein-
after provided.

(2) Any member of the Association in
good standing may file with the Secretary
charges in writing, under oath, against any in-
dividual member or organizational member,
distinctly stating facts which such person con-
tends merit suspension or expulsion. In such
event, at the next meeting of the Board of
Directors, or the Executive Committee, which-
ever first occurs, the Board or Executive Com-
mittee may pass a resolution stating that on the
basis of such charges the member should be
suspended for a definite period of time, or ex-
pelled, unless he demands a hearing as herein-
after provided, or may pass a resolution direct-
ing that the matter be set for hearing at a future
time at which the charging member and the
charged member may be present, to be held in
accordance with the provisions of Section 9(d)
(6) of this Article. If no rcsolution is passed at
said meeting, the charges shall be deemed to
have been dismissed.

(3) Upon the passing of a resolution as
aforesaid, the member charged shall be noti-
fied of said action by the Secretary in writing

. A Article Ill, Sec. 9

by personal service on him, o¢ by certified mail,

return receipt requested. Should two attempts

to notify the member by certified mail fail to

produce a rcceipt, a notification mailed by first

class mail to his address as shown on the rec-

ords of the Association shall be deemed to have

been served five days after mailing. Such noti-

fication s“all include a copy of the resolution,
of the charges, if not therein contained, and of
the Bylaws, and shall inform the member of his
right to a hearing as hereinafter provided, and
warn him that unless he requests a hearing in
writing received by the Secretary within 30
days, the suspension or expulsion shall become
effective.

(4) If no request in writing for hearing
is received within said 30-day period, the sus-
pension or expulsion provided by the resolution
shall become effective.

(5) If a hearing is requested in writing
within said 30-day period, the Executive Com-
mittee or the Board of Directors, whichever
next meets, shall hear and determine the charges
at a regular or special meeting. The Secretary
shall give to the Executive Committee or the
Board, to the charged member, and to the
charging member, if any, at least 60 days of
notice, stating the time, place and purpose of
the meeting.

(6) At the hearing, the charged member,
the Association, and the charging member, may
be represented by counsel. Testimony shall be
under oath. All witnesses must testify in person
and be subject to cross examination. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Executive Com-
mittee or the Board of Directors, in executive
session, shall consider the charges, and may:

(i) Dismiss the charges, or

(ii) By a three-quarters vote, sustain
the charges, in whole or in part, and order the
suspension or expulsion previously resolved to
be in effect, or order a suspension for a definite
period in lieu of expulsion, or a shorter period
of suspension in lieu of the resolved suspension,
or censure the member without suspensiop or
expulsion.

(7) In the cvent that neither the Board of
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Directors nor the Executive Committes is in
session, and the Executive Vice President is in-
formed of any cause or conduct of 8 member
which in his opinic’. may be cause for the sus-
pension or expulsion of such member under the
provisions of these Bylaws, he may, with the
written consent of both the President and the
Vice Presidents, suspend such member until
the conclusion of the next meeting of the Board
of Directors or the Executive Committee
whichever shall first occur. Such s

shall become effective upon the mailing to said
member by first class mail at his address ac-
cording to the records of the Association of a
notice of said suspension which shall not re-
quire a statement of any grounds or reasons,
but shall refer to the provisions of this subsec-
tion of the Bylaws, and a copy of the Bylaws
shall be enclosed. If a resolution is passed at
said meeting pursuant to (1) or (2) above, the
suspension shall automatically be continued
until final disposition of the charges under the
procedures outlined in (3) through (6) of this
subsection.

(8) In addition to the proccdure other-
wise provided herein, Hearing Officers elected
as prescribed in Article IX, Section 2(d),
shall schedule and conduct a hearing as soon as
possible taking all testimony, compiling all ex-
hibits and making a complete record of all such
testimony' and exhibits as may be presented,
which, when taken, compiled and completed, as
aforesaid, shall be presented, and submitted to
the next meeting of the Board of Directors, or
the Executive Committee, whichever first oc-
curs, for a decision on the merits of the case in
the manner and to the extent provided in Sec-
tion 9(e) (6) of this Article.

Section 10. Duties of Members.

(a) It is the duty of each member to assist
in every feasible manner in promoting the
objects of the Association as set forth in Article
I1 of these Bylaws and to act at all times and in
every matter in a manner befitting a sportsman
and a good citizen.

(b) It is the duty of the officers of organi-
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zation members to conduct the affairs of their
organization in an efficient manner, in accord-
ance with their organization bylaws, and such
programs and regulations as may, from time to
time, be adopted by this Association. Officers
of organization members shall maintain proper
records and shall promptly render such reports
conceming membership, finances, facilities and
activities as may be requested from time to
time by the Association.

(c) It is the duty of organization members
to maintain their shooting ranges in a state of
adequate repair, to operate their ranges in s
safe manner under properly qualified super-
vision and to conduct a continving program of
small arms instruction and competition in com-
pliance with the regulations and program of the
Association as currently in effect.

ARTICLE IV

Board of Directors
Section 1. Composition.

(a) The Board of Directors shall consist of
75 Directors. elected as provided in Article
VI from lifetime members of the Association.
Each Director (except Directors elected to fill
unexpired terms) shall hold office from the ad-
journment of the Annual Meeting of Members at
which his election is announced until the adjourn-
ment of the third Annual Meeting of Members
next following such election. The terms of office
of such Directors shall continue to be so arranged
that one-third shall expire at each Annual
Meeting of Members.

(b) The Executive Vice President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operations,
and Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action
shall be ex officio members of the Board of
Directors. with voice but without vote; pro-
vided, however, that the aforesaid officers shall
not attend or participate in executive sessions
of the Board of Directors except by special in-
vitation of the Board.

11




Section 2. Powers and Dutles. e

The of Directors shall formulate ‘the
policies and manage and have general charge
of the aflairs and property of the Associstion,
in accordance with applicable law and’these
Bylaws. It shall elect from among its own mem-
bers a President and one or more Vice Presi-
dents. It shall also elect the Secretary and Trea-
surer of the Association, members of the Execu-
tive Committee, and may elect members to the
Executive Council. Al vacancles in the
Board occurring between regular elections
for any reason shall be filled by persons
who ran and lost on the most recent mall
ballot in rank order of number of voles
received; and each such person shall serve
until the adjournment of the next Annual
Meeting of Members. Any vacancy in the
Nominating Committee occurring between reg-
ular annual elections may be filled by majority
vote of the Board of Directors.

Any Director, officer, or employee of the
Associstion who is siso a member of the
governing body of any business, corporate,
or other entity (whether as trustee, director,
sole-owner, officer, partner, or the like)
which does any business with the Associa-
tion in excess of $2,000 either within a year
Gr pursuant (o any contract or contracts
originating within a year shail
file a written statement of all such business
as to the nature and amount thereof, to the
best of his or her knowledge, with the
Secretary who shail transmit such state-
ment to the Board of Directors at its next
meeting and who shall include all such
statements in the Secretary’s report at the
next Annual Meeting of Members.

Section 3. Meetings.

(a) Regular Meetings. There shall be
three regular meetings of the Board of
Directors in each year. A first regular mee!-
ing of the Board of Directors shall be held
within one week after the Annual Meeting
of Members and after the election and in-

rd of Directors as announced at the
nnual Meeting of Members. At this meet-

ing of the Board of Directors, the officers

for ensuing terms shali be elected and
such other business transacted as may
properly come belfore (he meeting. The
second regular meeting of the Board of
Directors shall be held approximately 120
days after the Annual Meeting of Members.
The third regular meeting of the Board of
Directors shall be held approximately 240
days after the Annual Meeting of Members.
The exact time and place of each meeting
may be determined by the Board of Direc-
tors at the previous meeting, reasonable
notice being given.

(b) Special Meetings. A special meeting of
the Board of Directors may be held at any
time on the call of the President, or by action
of the Executive Committee, or upon demand
in writing stating the object of the pro?osgd
meeting and signed by not less than a majority
of the Board. Notice of the time, place and

ject of such special meetings shall be mailed
::'::‘ch Directo‘:e:lt least 30 days before the
date of holding such meetings.

(c) Quorum. At any regular or special meet-
ing of the Board of Directors 25 members shall
constitute a quorum.

(d) Upon request of 20% of the membership
of the Board of Directors present, a roll call vote
shall be taken on any specified question. Every
such roll call vote, together with the
specified question, shall be published by
the Secretary in the official journal within 90
days.

ARTICLE V
Officers

Section 1. Number and Election.

(a) The officers of the Association shall be
a President, one or more Vice Presidents, an
Executive Vice President, a Secretary, a Treas-
urer, an Executive Director of the National
Rifle Association General Operations, and an
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Executive Director of the National Rifle Associ-
ation Institute for Legislative Action. The Presi-
dent and Vice Presidents shall be elected by and
from the Board of Directors. Except as other-
wise provided in Section 2(c) bereof, the offi-
cers shall be clected annually by the Board of
Directors and shall serve until their successors
have been elected and qualified; provided,
however, thet starting with the Annual
Meeting in May 1981 the Executive Vice
President shall be elected for a term of five
years By a majority vote of the members
present and entitied to vote at an annual
or special members meeting, and, # 80
elected by the members, he may not be re-
moved by the Board of Direclors or any
other body or committee of the Assocls-
tion. The President may not succeed himself
more than once.

(b) The Board may not abolish saild
offices nor create any other offices.

Section 2. Duties of Officers.

(a) President. The President shall preside at
all meetings of the Association, of the Board of
Directors and of the Executive Committee.
With the exceptions of the Nominating Com-
mittee and the Committee on Elections, the
President shall be an ex officio member, with
vote, of all committees, and shall perform all
such other duties as usually pertain in his office.

(b) Vice Presidents. The Vice President shall
perform the duties of the President in his ab-
sence or at his request. In case a vacancy shall
occur in the office of the President, the first
Vice President shall becomc President and shall
serve for the balance of the term. In case more
than one Vice President is elected by the Board
of Directors, each Vice President shall be desig-
nated in succession by number, and in case of a
vacancy shall succeed to the next higher officc.
With the' exceptions of the Nominating Com-
mittee and Committee on Elections, the Vice
Presidents shall be ex officio members, with
vote, of all standing and special committees.
The Vice Presidents shall perform such duties
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as may be delegated by the President or as-
signed by ecither the President or the Board
of Directors.

(c) Executive Vice President. The Executive
Vice President shall conduct the affairs of the
Association in accordance with the programs
and policies established by the Board of Direc-
tors. Among his authorities, the Executive Vice
President shall be empowered to: (1) appoint.
suspend with or without pay, or remove the
Executive Director of the National Rifle Asso-
ciation General Operations or the Executive
Director of the National Rifle Association In-
stitute for Legislative Action: (2) suspend with
pay the Secretary or the Treasurer until the next
meeting of the Executive Committec or the
Board of Directors, whichever first occurs; and
(3) employ, suspend with or without pay. or
dismiss any employee. He shall serve as the
Association's representative on the Executive
Board of the United States Olympic Committee
and Delegate to the General Assembly of the In-
ternational Shooting Union.

(d) Secretery. The Secretary, under the di-
rection of the Executive Vice President. shall
have the following duties: he shall have charge
of the archives of the Association; he shall at-
tend to the proper publication of official no-
tices and reports, attest documents and perform
such other duties as usually pertain to his
office; and he shall have such other duties as
may bc assigned to him from time to time by
the Exccutive Vice President. He shall be Sec-
retary of the Board of Directors and of the
Exccutive Committee.

(¢) Treasurer. The Treasurer, under the di-
rection of the Executive Vice President, shall
have charge of the books of account of the
Association. He shall assist a firm of Certified
Public Accountants selected by the Board of
Directors to make an annual audit of the Asso-
ciation’s books of account and prepare a state-
ment of financial condition as of the close of
each fiscal year as may be established by the
Board of Directors, and shall furnish a copy of
such statement, together with the certificate of
audit, to each member of the Board of Direc-

15
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Article V, Sec. 2

tors. The funds of the Associstion shall be
placed in such bank or banks as may be desig-
nated by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer
shall have such other duties as may be assigned
to him from time to time by the Executive Vice
President. :

(f) Executive Director of the Nstional
Associstion General Operations. The Executive
Director of the National Rifle Association Gen-
eral Operations shall have such powers and
duties as delegated to him from time to time
by the Executive Vice President. In case of a
vacancy in the office of the Executive Vice
President, the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operations
shall automatically become the Executive Vice
President and serve as such until the next
Annual Meeting of Members, at which time
a new election of the Executive Vice Pres-
ident will be held by the members.

(®) Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action.
The Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legisiative Action
shall, under the direction of the Executive
Vice President, conduct the legisiative, le-
gal, informational, fund raising activities,
operational, administrative and financial
affairs of the Institutc in accordancc with the
programs and policies established by the Board
of Directors. The Exccutive Director of the
Institute shall appoint a Fiscal Officer who shall
have charge of thc books of account of the
Institute, and said Fiscal Officcr shall assist the
firm of Certified Public Accountants selected
to make an annual audit of thc books of ac-
count of the Institutc, and in the preparation of
a statement of financial condition of the Insti-
tute to be included as a part of the audit and
incorporated in the statement of condition of
the National Rifle Association of America re-
ferred to in subsection 2(e) of this Article. The
funds donated to the Association for the use of
the Institute or allocated and transfcrred by
direction of the Board of Directors from the
Association’s other funds, or which are other-
wise received by the Institute, shall be placed
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in such bank or banks, as may be designated by
the Board of Direclors in accounts dcsignated
as “The National Rifle Association-Institute
Account,” and may bc withdrawn only on
checks signed by the Fiscal Officer of the Insti-
tute and such other signatures as the Board of
Directors may prescribe: provided. howcver,
that the Board of Directors may authorizc the
establishment of special accounts for specific
operations or for the payment of routinc bills
not requiring the Fiscal Officer’s signature.
Once each fiscal year the Treasurer of the As-
sociation shall conduct an internal audit of the
books of the Institutc and of its gencral finan-
cial condition. The Exccutive Dircctor. Fiscal
Officer and the siaff of the Institute shall assist
the Treasurer in such internal audit.

Section 3. Suspension and Removal.

Any officer of the Association (other than
the Executive Vice President) may be sus-
pended with or without cause by the Executive
Committee by a three-fourths affirmative vote
of the members of the Executive Committee
present at any regular or special meeting. such
suspension to be effective uatil the next meet-
ing, either regular or special, of the Board of
Directors. Any such officer may be removed
with or without cause by the Board of Direc-
tors. by a three-fourths vote of the members of
the Board of Directors present at any regular
or special meeting of the Board of Directors.
No vote on suspcnsion or removal may be taken
unlcss at least 15 days notice in writing shall
have been given to the officer of the charges
preferred and of the time and place of the
meeting of the Executive Committee or of the
Board of Directors, at which such charges will
be considered. Noticc of the time, place and
object of such meeting. with a full copy of the
charges preferred shall be mailed to each mem-
ber of the Executive Committee or of the Board
of Directors at least 15 days in advance of
the meeting. At such meeting the officer against
whom charges have been preferred shall be
accorded a full hearing and may be represented
by counsel.
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Section 4. Vacancles.

Except as otherwise provided in Smian ﬂe)

and (f) hereof, in the event of the death, resig-
nation, suspension, removal or permanent dis-
ability of any officer, the vacancy thereby
caused may be filled by the Executive Commit-
tee until the ncxt meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors. Except as otherwise provided in Sec-
tion 2(b) and (c). hereof, the Board of Direc-
tors shall elect a replacement to serve out the
balance of the term of any such officer.

Section S. Compensation.

No officer, Director or member of the Execu-
tive Council shall receive any salary or emolu-
ment unless specifically authorized by resolu-
tion of the Board of Directors, but all such
persons shall be entitled to reimbursement for
expenses incurred on behalf of the Association,
to such extent as may be authorized or ap-
proved by the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Bonds.

All officers and employees handling moneys
of the Association shall be bonded in such
amount as may be determined by the Board of
Directors. The expense of furnishing such
bonds shall be paid by the Association.

ARTICLE W1

Executive Committee
Section 1. Membership.

(a) There shall be an Executive Committee
consisting of the President, any Vice President,
and 20 members clected from the Board of
Directors, as herein provided.

(b) The 20 members of the Executive Com-
mittec nominated by the Nominating Commit-
tee or from the floor at any meeting of the
Board of Directors, and elected annually by and
from said Board, shall serve until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified.

(c) The Executive Vice President, the Sec-
retary, the Treasurer, the Executive Director
of the National Rifle Association General Op-
crations, and the Executive Director of the Na-

18

s of the Exec-
ithout vote,

ptovidod. lamm ﬂm,th aforesaid officers

i not attend ?luin-execuuve ses-
sions of the E:mtlu ommittee except by
special mviuuon of the Committee.

Section 2. Dlllks of the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee shall exercisc ail
lhepomonlle Board of Directors when said
Board is not in session. other than the power to:

(a) Repeal or amend the Bylaws, or adopt
new Bylaws;

(b) Filt vacancies on the Board of Directors
or the Executive Committee;

(c) Fix the compensation of Directors;

(d) Remove a Director, with or without
cause;

(¢) Amend or repeal any resolution of the
Board, which by its terms shall not be amend-
able or repealable;

(f) Adopt and disseminate a fundamental
chmpo(vieworbnicpolicyotthcAsso-

A

(g) Approve the submission of matters to the
members, or submit to the members any action
requiring member approval under the applica-
ble statute;

(h) Purchasc, sell, mortgage, or lease real
property of the Association, or adopt a corpor-
ate resolution recommending the sale, lease,
exchange or other disposition of all or substan-
tially all the assets of the Association, or au-
thorize major new construction;

(i) Present a petition for judicial dissolution,
or to adopt plans of merger, consolidation, or
nonjudicial dissolution;

(j) Authorize indemnification of Officers,
Directors, members of the Executive Council,
or cmployces; or

(k) Formulate such other corporate policy
decisions or perform corporate activities of the
Association of such major significance as to
warrant action by the full Board of Directors.
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Section 3. Vacancies in the Ex«ﬂln Co-
mittee.

A vacancy in the Executive Commime may
be filled by a majority vote of the entire Board
of Directors.

Section 4. Meetings of the Executive Com-
mittee.

(a) Meetings of the Executive Commit-
tee will be held on the call of the President,
reasonable notice being glven.

(b) A special meeting shall be called by the
President at any time upon demand in writing
stating the object of the proposed meeting and
signed by not less thmam;omydthecom—
mittce. Notice of the time, place and object of
such special meetings shall be mailed to each
member of thc committee at least ten days be-
fore the date of holding such meetings.

(c) Eleven members of the Executive Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE ViI

Executive Council

There shall be an Executive Council which
shall be advisory to the Executive Committee
and the Board of Directors. Any member of
this Association whose advice and counsel, in
the opinion of the Board of Directors, will be
valuable to the continuing welfare of the Asso-
ciation may be elected thercto for life by said
Board of Directors. Thc members of the Exec-
utive Council shall have the right to sit with the
Executive Commiticc and the Board of Direc-
tors at all regular and special meetings, includ-
ing executive sessions thercof, with voice but
without vote. The Exccutive Council shall per-
form such acts and duties as may be specifically
delegated to it by thesc Bylaws. or by the
President. the Exccutive Committee or the
Board of Directors.

20
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ARTICLE vill

Nomination and Election Procedures
Section 1. Nominating Committee.

(a) At each regular meeting of the Board
of Directors next following the Annual
Meeting of Members, the Board shall elect,
by secret ballot, a Nominating Committee
which shall be responsible for nomination
of Directors, members of the Executive
Committee, and officers who are to be
elected at the next annual meeting of mem-
bers or at a subsequent meeting of the
Board of Directors. The Nominating Com-
mittee shall also serve as an appeals board
of first resort by members seeking to con-
test a ruling by the Secretary of the Asso-
ciation as to the validity of a petition for
nomination of a candidate to, or for re-
moval by recall of an officeholder from,
elected office in the Association.

(b) The Nominating Committee shall be
composed of nine members entitled to
vote, no more than six of whom shall be
members of the Board of Directors or Ex-
ecutive Council. Nominations for election
to the Nominating Committee shall be
made from the floor. Following the close
of nominations for membership on the
Nominating Commitiee, each Director
present at the meeting shall receive one
baliot listing the nominees, on which he is
entitled to cast not more than one vote for
each of nine nominees, of whom not more
than six may be members of the Board
of Directors or the Executive Council. All
nominees for the Nominating Committce
shall be voted on together, with the nine
receiving the greatest number of votes
being elected; provided, however, that no
more than six nominees who are members
of the Board of Directors or Executive
Council shall be elected. In case of a tie
for the last vacancy, a run-off vote shall be
conducted between the nominees tied. A
Director whose term expires at the end of




o
0
o
- &
<
o
<
(o
<
o«

¥ 3az ;! ) ! TR wr? O >
. PR - - s, n-. 2 s il B  eile =

Article VIli, Sec. 1 ‘

the ensuing year shall not be eligible for
election fo the Nominating Committee.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
these Bylaws, no person elected to the
Nominating Committee shall be eligible for
election as a Director during the tenure of
the Nominating Committee to which he was
elected; nor shall any officer be 8 member
or ex officio member of the Nominating
Committee. ‘

(c) No person shall be eligible for election
to the Nominating Committee more often than
once every five vears.

Section 2. Nomination and Election of
Directors.

(a) Directors shall be elected from among the
lifetime members of the Association. Annual
nominations to fill vacancies on the Board of
Directors shall be made by the Nominating Com-
mittee and by the members through the petition
process described in this Article. Annual elections
shall be by mail ballot vote of members entitled to
vote. The Committee on Elections shall be
responsible for the tabulation of the votes, and
shall report the results of the election at the An-
[pual Meeting of Members. The provisions of this
Anticle do not apply to the filling of interim
vacancies on the Board of Directors, as provided
in Article IV, Section 2.

(b) Not later than 150 days prior to each
Annual Meeting of Members, the Secretary
shall notify all individual and organization
members of the date and place of such Annual
Meeting, of the date and place of the meeting of
the Nominating Committee at which nomina-
tions for Director will be made, and of the pro-
cedure for nomination and election of Directors.
The notice shall be accompanied by a blank
form requesting the recommendation of suitable
nominees to be considered by the Nominating
Committee. An individual or organization mem-
ber may make one or more recommendations.
The Secretary shall again give notification of the
Annual Meeting of Members by publication in
the official journal of the Association not less
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than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the
time of such Annual Meeting of Members.

(c) Recommendations for nomination by the
Nominating Committee must be received by the
Association not less than ten days prior to the
published date of the meeting of the Nominating
Committee to select nominees for the office of
Director. The Secretary shall promptly confirm
the eligibility of persons recommended and
transmit the recommendations to the Nomi-
nating Committee.

(d) Not less than 180 days prior to the
Annual Meeting of Members the Nominating
Committee shall meet to select nominees for
the office of Director. The date of this meeting
of the Nominating Committee shall be published
in the official journal of the Association prior to
the aforesaid meeting. The Nominating Com-
mittee shall select from among the members
entitled to hold the office of Director a list of
nominees. Not less than 60 days prior to the
Annual Meeting of Members, the names of the
nominees selected by the Nominating Commit-
tee and by the petition process described in
Section 3 shall be published in the official jour-
nal of the Association, together with a short
biographical sketch of each.

(e) Between 60 and 45 days prior to the date of
the Annual Meeting of Members, the Secretary
shall mail a printed ballot to each member entitled
1o vote, directed to his last address on record with
the Secretary; provided, however, that to receive
said ballot a properly completed, fully paid ap-
plication for lifetime membership must have been
received by the Secretary on or before the SOth
day prior to the Annual Meeting of Members, or
an annual member must have five or more years
of consecutive membership, as shown in the
Association’s membership records, on the 50th
day prior to the date of the Annual Meeting at
which the election of directors is announced. The
ballot shall list thereon the names of all nominees
proposed by the Nominating Committee, or as
nominated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3
hereof. The order of the names on the ballot shall
be rotated as determined by the Committee on
Elections. The ballot shall provide blank spaces
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for “writéin’’ nominations equal in number to
the vacancies to be filled. A return envelope with
means for authentication, including s place for
signature and address of the member, shall be
enclosed with each ballot. The final date on or
before which the tallot must be received by the
Association in order for it to be counted shall be
shown clezcly on the face of the ballot.

() A member eligible and desiring to vote
shall clearly mark his ballot for his choice of
Directors. He may make his selection from the
list of nominees printed on said ballot, or he
may write in, in lieu of one or more such nomi-
nees, the name or name. of other members
whom he believes to be eligible to hold the
office of Director. In either event, if his ballot
is to be valid, he must not vote for a number
greater than the total number of Directors to be
elected. Having marked his ballot and signed
the authentication, the member must place and
seal the ballot in the return envelope. Any ballot
received by the Association later than the 20th
day preceding the date of the Annual Meeting
of Members shall be invalid and shall not be
opened or counted.

() Prior to the Annual Meeting of Members
the President each year shall appoint a Com-
mittee on Elections, no members of which shall
themselves be nominees for election to the office
of Director, to conduct the election of Directors.
It shall be the duty of the Committee on Elec-
tions to determine whether every member
elected to the office of Director is eligible
to hold the office.. The Executive Vice Presi-
dent shall, at the request of the President or the
Committee Chairman, make available such
employees of the Association as may be neces-
sary to assist the Committee in the examination
and validation of the ballots as set forth in sub-
section (h) of this section.

(h) Upon the receipt of a ballot by the Asso-
ciation on or before the prescribed latest date,
the Committee on Elections shall verify the
name of the voter against the rolls of members
entitled to vote, and verify the eligibility to hold
the office of Director of any write-in names on
the ballot. A ballot shall be invalid if not cast on
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Secretary; or if not reccived by the Association
on or before the prescribed latest date specified
on the ballot; or if not authenticated by a mem-
ber entitled to vote; or if the voter has already
voted; or if the ballot is not clearly marked; or
if the ballot contains more than one vote for a
single candidate; or if the ballot contains votes
(or more than the number who are to be elected
Directors. No ballot shall be invalidated for
(ailure to contain a vote for one person for
each of the vacancies to be filled at said election.

(i) A ballot judged invalid shall have the
reason noted thereon and be initialeu by the
person who examined it. All ballots, whether
judged valid or invalid, and all returned enve-
lopes, including authentication, shall be pre-
served by the Association for 120 days. Up to
that time, any member entitled to vote may
make application to the Executive Committee
or the Board of Directors, whichever shall meet
first, for a canvass or recount upon such terms
and conditions as that body may prescribe, and
for redress thereafter, if appropriate. If no such
application is made before the time herein
specified, all protests and grievances concerning
the election shall be deemed to have been
waived, and the ballots and rcturn envelopes
including authentications may then be de-
stroyed.

(j) The Committee on Elections shall serve
as election tellers and the chairman of the com-
mittee shall announce the results of the election
when called upon to do so by the presiding offi-
cer at the Annual Meeting of Members. The
chairman of the Committee on Elections shall
include in his report the total number of ballots
received, the total number of all ballots judged
valid and judged invalid, and the total number
of votes received by each person. The chairman
shall declare elected to regular three-year terms
those persons who, in numbers equal to the
number of such vacancies, receive the largest
number of the votes cast; and shall declare
clected to specified incomplete terms, if any,
beginning with the longest remaining incom-
pletc term or terms, those persons who receive
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the next largest number of votes cast. In the
event of a tie vote between two or move persons
for the last vacancy to be filled in any term at
issue, the tie shall be decided by a majority vote
of the members entitled to vote actually present
and voting at the Annual Meeting of Members.
(k) The results of the election by mail ballot
as announced at the annual meeting shall be
published in the Official Journal within 90 days
after such announcement.

Section 3. Nomination of Directors by Petition.

(a) In addition to such persons as are
selected by the Nominating Commitiee as
provided in Section 2 of this Article, an In-
dividual qualified to hold office may be
nominated for Director by petition of the
members.

(b) Not more than 45 days after the an-
nounced date of the meeting of the
Nominating Committee to select nominees
for the office of Director, any member
(‘‘sponsor’’) may submit to the Secretary
petitions calling for the nomination of a
qualified member for the office of Director.
The Secretary shall prescribe the format of
the petition and furnish forms upon request.
No petition for nomination of & candidate for
the office of Director shall contsin the name
of more than one proposed nominee, nor
shall a petition be submitted to the
Secretary which contains the name of more
than one nominee per sheet. No petition for
nomination of a candidate for the office of
Director shall be valid without his or her
written permission filed with the Secretary
on or before the last day for submission of
petitions. The petition may contain a brief
resume approved by the prospective
nominee. The name of a sponsor shall be
indicated on each sheet of the petition.
Such petitions must bear the signatures,
names, membership identification numbers,
addresses and date of signing of no less
than two hundred fifty members eligible to
vote. A petition nominee shall be from the
state of his principal place of residence, and

26

e

Article VIll, Sec. 3

not more than five petition nominees shall
be from any one state during any one year.
in the event there are petitions for more than
five nominees from one state, the five pro-
posed nominees who have the greatest
number of signatures on the petitions shall
be nominated; provided, however, that in
case of tles, the Nominating Committee
shall select by lot among those having the
same number of petition signatures. In no
event shall the date of signing be prior to
the adjournment of the most recent annual
meeting of members.

(c) The Secretary shali inmediately deter-
mine the validity of all petitions received and
the eligibility of all signatories to vote.

(d) In the event the petition shall have
been found Invalid, the Secratary shall im-
mediately notify the proposed nominee and
the sponsor(s) stating the reasons for such
ruling. The proposed nominee or & sponsor
may appeal this ruling to the Nominasting
Committee within fourteen days of such
notice, and sald Commiittee shall not certity
a slate of nominees until the appeal shall
have been considered by sald Committee.
if the petition is ruled valid by the
Nominating Committee, the proposed
nominee shall be certified as a nominee. If
the petition is denled by the Nominating
Committee, the proposed nominee or a
sponsor may appeal to the Board of Direc-
tors who shall act on the appeal st the next
Board meeting. If sald Board rules the peti-
tion valid, the proposed nominee shall be
declared a nominee for the next annual elec-
tion of Directors.

(e) In both the official journal and on the
official ballot, no persons nominated by
petition nor by the Nominating Committee
shall be so designated.

(1) All applicable rules of Section 2 of
this Article shall apply equally to all nom-
inees, whether selected by petition or the
Nominating Comamittee.
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Article IX. Sec. 1
ARTICLE IX
Removal of Association Officials by Recall

Section 1. Petition for Removal by Recall,

Notwithstanding any other provision of
these Bylaws, any voting member of the
Association or- any organization member
(“sponsor’’) may in a single petition cell
for the removal of one or more officers,
Directors, or members of the Executive
c::?’cﬂ, in the manner hereinafter pro-
vided.

Section 2. Procedure.

(a) Not less than 150 days prior to any
Annual Meeting of Members of the Asso-
ciation, any member entitled to vote or any
organization member of the Association
(“sponsor”), may submit to the Secretary
of the Association a petition In writing
which calis for or proposes such removal.

(b) in order to be valid:

(1) Such petition for removal shall con-
tain the names, addresses, membership
identification numbers, signatures and
dates of signing of not less than 450
members of the Association entitled to
vote.

(2) At least three states of the United
States of America shall be represented on
the petition by the signatures of no fewer
than 100 residents of said respective state,
as reflected by each signator's last ad-
dress of record furnished to the Secretary.

(3) Such petition shall contain no signa-
ture for which the date of signing is prior
to the adjournment of the most recent An-
nual Meeting of Members.

(8) Such petition shall clearly state that
it may be withdrawn by the sponsor with-
out notice to, or approval by, the signators.

(c) The Secretary shall immediately de-
termine the eligibility of all petition signa-
tories to vote. In the event a petition is
ruled invalid by the Secretary, he shall im-
mediately notify the sponsor of the peti-
tion, stating the reasons for such ruling.

Article IX, Sec. 2

The sponsor may appeal this ruling to the
Nominating Committee within fourteen
dsys of such notice. If the appeal to the
Nominating Commiltee is denied, the spon-
sor may appeal to the Board of Directors
or the Executive Committee, whichever
shall first meet, and that body shall act on
the appeal at ils next meeting, and the
decision of that body shall be final.

(d) In the event that the petition is ruled
valid, the Nominating Committee shali
elect from its own membership three Hear-
ing Officers, none of whom are subjects of
the petition for removal under considera-
tion, and not more than two of whom shall
be members of the Board of Directors or
of the Executive Council. The Hearing Offi-
cers shall choose a chairman from their
membership.

(e) i the petition for removal is ruled
valid by the Secretary or, upon appeal, by
the Nominating Committee, Executive
Committee, or Board of Directors, the
Hearing Officers shall schedule and con-
duct a hearing as soon as possible at a
time and place convenient to the person
or persons whose removal is being peti-
tioned, shall make a complete record of
all testimony and exhibits presented, and
within thirty days of the ruling as to the
validity of the recall petition shall prepare
a written opinion, or a majority opinion and
minority view, and a recommendation con-
cerning a disposition of the issue.

(f) At the time the Secretary maiis out
printed ballots to each member of record
entitled to vote for the election of Direc-
tors, as provided in Article VIil, Section
2(e), he shall also enclose the printed re-
call ballot containing the name and office
for each such person whose removal was
petilioned, together with a copy of the rec-
ommendation of the Hearing Officers, in-
cluding the minority view if the recommen-
dation is not unanimous. Statements not
exceeding five hundred words may also be
enclosed in the mailing at their option by

Br'w el aum ot GBSt s S o
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Article IX, Sec. 2

the sponsor of the petition for recall and
by each person whose removal was peti-
tioned. The recall baliot shall state as
follows:
“Shall (name of office-holder) be re-
moved from membership on the Board
of Directors?” (or the Executive Coun-
cil, or other specific office in the As-
sociation).

(9) In the recall voting procedure, the
applicable provisions of Article Viil, Sec-
tion 2, paragraphs (1), (g), (h), (1), and (j)
of these Bylaws shall apply to the use and
authentication of prescribed official ballot
forms, their validation, the counting of
votes, and the announcement of results.

(h) If a majority of votes cast by mem-
bers of record entitied to vote shall call
for the removal of one or more officers,
Directors, or members of the Executive
Council, the removal shall be effective im-
mediately upon certification of the results
of a mail baliot recall procedure by the
Secretary.

(I) In any event, the Secretary shall im-
mediately notity the person or persons
whose removal was petitioned and voted
upon as to the resuits of a mail recall bal-
lot, shall simultaneously inform the officers
and Directors of the Association of such
resuits and whether a resulting vacancy or
vacancies exist, and shall cause the results
of such recall vote to be published in an
official publication of the Association as
soon as possible.

(i) At any stage of the proceedings un-
der this Article, the sponsor of a petition
may, with the written consent of the person
against whom the recall petition was di-
rected, withdraw the petition or otherwise
terminate the proceedings provided for
under this Article by so requesting in writ-
ing. At the written request of the person
against whom the petition was directed, an
announcement of the withdrawal or termi-
nation shall be published forthwith in the
official journal of the Association.
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Anicle IX, Sec. 3

Section 3. Filling of Vacancies Created by Re-
moval of Office-Holder by Member-
ship.

In the event an officer or Director Is re-
moved by recall vote of the membership,
the Board of Directors may select s re-
placement to serve until the next regular
election of such officer(s) or Director(s)
pursuant to the provisions of Article V,
Section 4 for officers and Article IV, Sec-
tion 2 for Directors; provided, however,
that no person removed from office by the
membership shall be returned to that office
by the Board of Directors acting under this
provision.

ARTICLE X

National Rifle Association Institute for Leg-
islative Action.

Section 1. Name and Function.

The National Rifle Association Institute
for Legisiative Action shall have sole re-
sponsibility to administer the legisiative,
legal, informationsl and fund raising activ-
ities of the Association relating to the de-
fense or furtherance of the right to keep
and bear arms, In accordance with the
objectives and policies established by the
Board of Directors.

Section 2. Officers.

The Executive Director and Fiscal Officer
shall have the duties set forth in Article V, Sec-
tion 2(g). The Executive Director shall be in
general charge of the Institute, shall be respon-,
sible for hiring, firing and establishing salary
schedules for the remaining staff of the Insti-
tute. in accordance with the approved budget
and other directives of the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Planning.

At icast annually the Executive Director shall
preparc and submit to the Board of Directors

— vy - e m ——vw - T Y - -~ oy —v——
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Article X, Sec. 3

for approval a detailed plan of action: in the
following areas:

(a) Federal legislative activity.

(b) Legislative action organization develop-
ment and operation in the political subdivisions
of the United States.

(c) Legal action.

(d) Legislative information gathering and
dissemination.

(e) Such other legislative activity as may be
advisable.

(N Fund raising for the above activities.

Section 4. Reports.

In addition to the planning recommendation
under Section 3, the Executive Director shall
report to the Board of Directors and the Execu-
tive Committee at each meeting thereof as to
the activities of the Institute. The report shall
indicate specifically all necessary compliance
by the Association and its Institute with the
applicable Federal, state and local laws regulat-
ing legislative activity.

Section §. Directives.

The Board of Directors shall by resolution
from time to time set the legislative, legal ac-
tion, political education, and informational ob-
jectives and policies of the Association relating
to the defense or furtherance of the right to
keep and bear arms, and shall give specific
directions to the Institute in these and such
other matters as the Board shall deem advisable.

Section 6. Prohibition of Political Contributions.

Neither the Association, its Institute for Leg-
islative Action, nor any officer, Director, em-
ployee, or agent acting on behalf of the Associa-
tion or its Institute for Legislative Action, shall
make any contribution to a political campaign.
candidate, or political committee.

ARTICLE XI

Standing and Special Committees of the
Association.
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Article XI; Sec. 1
Section 1. Sianding Commitiees.

(2) The standing committees of the Associa-
tion are as follows:
Alr Gun International Competitions
Audit Junior Programs
Black Powder
laws & Resolutions
Sl p
Comtation s

Education l Training
Electioas

Action
Le slative Pol
.linbcnblp e
°Nouiuuin.
Pistol

Protest
I'.:blic AD.ﬂair':

nge Development
Shotgun

High i Silhouette
Hunting & Wildlife Slnlllbote Rifle

Conservation Women's

*Members elected by the Board of Directors, pursuant
to Article VIII, Section 1.

(b) At least once each year, each standing com-
mittee shall submit a written report through the
Secretary of the Association to the Board of
Directors at a regular meeting of the Board, and
at such other time as may be requested by the
President. It may also make written reports and
recommendations to the Board or to the Ex-
ccutive Committee at any regular or special
meeting.

Section 2. Special Committees.

The President or the Board of Directors may
establish such special committees of the Asso-
ciation as may be deemed necessary from time
to time to fulfill the objectives of the Associa-
tion. Each special committee will report at such
time and place as may be specified by the
President or the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Committee Members Appointed by
President.

Except as otherwise provided in' Article VI,
Section 1(b), for the election of members of the
Executive Committee, and in Article VIII, Sec-
tion 1, for the election of members of the Nomi-
nating Committee, members of the Board of
Directors or of the Executive Council or other
members of the Association in good standing
may be appointed by the President to member-
ship on such standing and special committees of
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from among the members of their respective
full committee, as the chairman deems neces-
sary. Official meetings of committees or sub-
groups thereof shall be authorized by the Presi-
dent or, in his absence. by a Vice President or
the Executive Vice President. The Chairman
shall inform the Secretary, who will issue the
official notice for such meeting.

Section 7. Status of Salaried Officers.

With the exception of the Nominating Com-
mittee and the Committee on Elections. the
Executive Vice President. the Secretary, the
Treasurer, the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operations,
and the Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action shall
be ex officio members, with voice but without
vote, of all standing and special committees,
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Mloeaumm&nmqmmon
presented, which vote shall be cast in
person and not by proxy.

ARTICLE Xill

Corporate Seal

The Association shall have a corporate seal
bearing the words “National Rifle Association
of America Cocporate Seal.” The Seal which is
impressed on the title page of these Bylaws is
the corporate seal of this Association.

ARTICLE XV

Order of Business
Section 1. Order of Busimess.

The following shall be the regular order of
business at all meetings of the members, the
Board of Directors or the Executive Committee:

. Roll Call.

2. Approve minutes of previous meeting.

. Reports of officers.

. Fill vacancies and conduct prescribed
¢clections.

. Reports of committees and committee
resolutions.

. Special Orders.

. Unfinished business and General Orders

. New business.

. Resolutions.
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Article XIV, Sec. 2

Section 2. Parliamentary Authority and Parlla-
mentarian.

(a) Parliamentary Authority. Roberts Rules
of Order Newly Revised shall govern the de-
liberations of all mectings of the members,
Board of Directors and Executive Committee
unless specific exceptions are made herein.

(b) Parliamentarian. The President may ap-
point an official Parliamentarian of the Asso-
ciation, who shall serve at the pleasure of the
President.

Section 3. Taking of Votes at Annual Meeting
of Members.

(a) The casting of votes at the Annual
Meeting of Members shall be by showing
of voting credentials, and shall be by paper
ballots on a showing of voting credentials
of one hundred members entitied to vote
requesting such paper balloting or upon
request of the chair.

(b) Paper ballots at the Annual Meeting
of Members shall be collected and imme-
diately placed in custody of a certified pub-
lic sccountant who shall immediately count
them and without unnecessary delsy shall
certify the result of the count to the Chair
at the meeting, and the paper ballots shall
thereafter be preserved by the accountant
for 180 days, and thereafter the accountant
shall deliver the ballots to the Secretary
for preservation until the adjournment of
the next Annual Meeting of Members and
until such further times, if any, as decided
by vote of the members or, to the extent not
Inconsistent therewith, by the President.

ARTICLE XV
Amendments
Section 1. Amendments by the Board of
Directors.

These Bylaws may be amended at any
regular meeting of the Board of Directors
by a majority vote, provided that the
amendment has been submitted in writing
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Article XV, Sec. 1

at the previous regular meeting of said
Board, or hes been sent in writing by mail
to every member of the Board listed In the
most recent Official Directory not less than
thirty days prior to the scheduled Board
meeting. To qualify under this Section, the
proposed amendment must be signed by
al least two members of the Board of Di-
rectors or alternatively by two hundred fifty
members of the Association entitied to
vote.

Section 2. Amendments by the Membership.

(a) These Bylaws may be amended at any
meeting of members by an affirmative vote
of a majority of the members present who
are entlitied to vote. Proposals fcr changes
in the Bylaws to be voted upon by the
membership at an Annual Meeting of
Members must first be printed In the Official
Journal of the Assoclation not less than 45
days or more than 90 days before the An-
nual Meeting of Members.

(b) Proposals for changes In the Bylaws
to be voted upon by the membership at an
Annual Meeting of Members may be made
by a majority vote of the Board of Directors
at any regular meeting. Such proposals
must be signed by at least two members of
the Board of Directors and be submitted in
writing at the previous regular meeting of
said Board, or be sent In writing by maii to
every member of the Board listed in the
most recent Official Directory not less than
forty-five days prior to the scheduled Board
meeting.

(c) Proposals for changes in the Bylaws
to be voted upon by the membership at an
Annual Meeting of Members may be made
by petition of at least 500 members entitled
to vote received at the Headquarters of the
Association by December 1st of the year im-
mediately preceding said Annual Meeting of
Members. : )

(d) Each such proposal shall be moved on
the floor of the Annual Meeting of Members
by a member of the Board of Directors in
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articie xv . 2

case such proposal was made by the Board,
and shall be moved by a petition signer in
case such proposal was made by petition.
All debate for and against such proposals
shall be presented from the floor and not the

podium.

Section 3. Germsne Amendments.

Notice of specific amendments proposed
shall not preclude amendments belng
made from the floor which are germane to
the specifically proposed amendments.

Section 4. Authority to Amend or Repeal.

Any Bylaw adopted by the Board may
be amended or repealed by the members;
and any Bylaw adopted by the members
may be amended or repealed by the Board,
unless otherwise provided In the Bylaws
adopted by the members. Bylaws adopted
by the members which are not to be re-
pealed or amended by the Board shall be
printed in bold-face Halics.

ARTICLE XVI
Headquarters

The Headquarters offices of the Assocla-
tion shall be located in Washington, D.C.
and shall not be moved, nor shall the bulld-
ings or real estate owned by the Associa-
tion located at or adjoining 1600 Rhode
Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., be
sold or leased, except with the approval of
the membership at an annual or special
meeting of the members.

ARTICLE XVII

Maintenance of U.S.0.C. Recognition as
National Governing Body

In compliance with the provisions of Section
201(b)(3) of the Amateur Sports Act of 1978,
in order to maintain its recognition by the
United States Olympic Committee as the Na-
tional Governing Body for the sport of shoot-
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ing. the National Rifle Msociltbn of America
agrees 1o submit, upon demand of the U.S.0.C.,
to binding arbitration any issue, and only such
issue, directly and solely involving its recogni-
tion as a National Governing , Of any
issue, and only such issue, directly and solely
involving the opportunity of any amateur ath-
lete, coach, trainer, manager, administrator or
official to pamcipm in amateur athletic com-
petition, as provided in the Constitution and
Bylaws of the US.0.C. Said binding arbitra-
tion shall be conducted in accordance with the
commercial rules of the American Arbitration
Association.

ARTICLE XVIll
Publication of Resolutions

All resolutions passed by the Board of Direc-
tors or by the members, shall be published in the
official journal within 90 days when the resolu-
tion specifies that it shall be published.




House in the 01ty of New York
londay of Sevtesber 1977.

Present ~
Hon. Theodric R. Westbrook, Justice.
In the matter of the esolication of )
“the National Rifle Asscoistion® )
for en order suthorising it to
assume its provosed new
coruorate name.

On rending snd filing the snnexed verified vetition
of 'The National Rifle Assooiation, snd af’idavits of nroof of

oublication for six weeks of the notiae of this snoliestior :

Now on motion of Geo. R. Otrrtpgton Esaf, Attorney

for said Associstion, it souearing to the satisfsotion of this
Court, that such notics has been oublished, end that this avolioca-
tion is made in vureuance of s resol:tion of the Directors of ssid
Corvoration; and that there is no reasomable objection to ssid

Corvoration changing its neme:

Ordered that the said "The National Rifle Association®
be, and the same is heredy authorized to asssume its provosed new
corporete name and be known ss "The National Rifle Aseociagion of

America."

And it {8 “nrther ordered that this order be oudlished,

at least once in each week for four weeks, in the "Turf Field and
Farm®, a newevaver oublished in New York Oounty.
A Covoy
Henry A. Cumdletin
Olerk




SUPREME GCOURT,

In the matter of the
appliocation of the
Nation Rifle Assooiation
for an order suthorising AR g
1t to assune 1t vroposed et A
new Oorporate name. ' Ly T o

-

Filed Ootober a6th 1877_

Edgar K. Apgar
Dep 8Secy of State

” b s
m%“u:n“nw STATE }“'" I have w:&m
with the certified cony of Order authorizing "The Eational Rifle
Aseoclation® to change its corvorate name to "The Eational Rifle
Assoclation of America,” filed in thie office on the 28th day
(3l SR 5 Fso by i R N IR S 0 0 0 6 O ol 0o B sro ol o on O
and do Hezesy CERTIFY the same to be a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole thereof.

TRitness my hand and the seal of office of the Secratary of State,

at the City of Albany this nineteenth
of \lMay, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five.

74,




CERTIPICATE OF EXTENSION OF PIIRPOSES
‘ AND TO PROVIDE A STATED MININUM NUMBER OF )

8 | A a0 OF THE NATIONAL RIPLE ASSOCIATION OF MIGA.

i e B ; = PURSUAI'P TO SECTION THIRTY

o ~ OF THE MEMBERSHIP CORPORATIONS LAW

o The name of tae corporation is The National Rifle Association ot

!t m originally incorporated under the nsme of The Natiomal
(0% Mth Amuuﬂoa.
__; 2 ‘!h. ﬂntu‘iuu of incorporation was filed in the office of m

4 Clerk or ﬂu Supreme Court of New York for tas County of New Yerk on
Q,' November 17, 1871, and s certified copy thereof was filed in tne office of
N the Secretary of State of New York on November 20, 1871.
€ 3. The following purposes are to be added to those stated in the certi-
Q‘* ficate of incorporstion;
(o
'3“
Lo
b K
@

"aAnd to promote sociel welfare and public safety, law and order, end
the national defense; to

educete and trein citizens of good repute in the safe

end efficient hendling of small arms, and in the technique of design, produc-
tion and group instruction;to increase the knowledge of smell arms end proe-
mote efficiency in the use of sucn arms on tne part of members of law enforce-
ment agencies, of the armed forces, and of citizens who would be subject to

service

in the event of war; ana generally to encoursge tne lewful Mip
and use of smsll arms by citizens of good repute.”

k.
This {s

Tie certificate of incorporation provides for fifteen directors.

to be changed ao that it is providea that:

"The number of directors shall be not less than Tifteen, nor more

than one hundred.”

In Witness Whereof, we, being President and Secretary resnsctively of The

Ngtional Rifie Agmcistion of America,

have set our hands and the aeal of said

corporation this 22079 day of March, 1956, in the City of Weshington, Dis-

trict of Columbia,

Morton C., Mumma Jr
President

é‘.

C. Daniel
SecrcLary




ACKNOWLEDOMENT

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA, 38: ‘ ' ' A

On the 22nd day of March, 1956, before me personally sppesrved
Norton C. Numms Jr President of She Nstional Rifle Association of
America, and Frank C. Daniel, its secretary, lmown to me to be m :
President and Secretary of sald Corooration, and the persous who ex=
ecuted the foregoing certificats snd duly signed tie ssid cercificste .
befare me, and severslly scknowledged that they executed the sams for
the purpose therein mentioned, and that it is their sct. _ ‘

Witness my hand and seel in the District of Columbia this 2204 .
____ day of Merch, 1956.

of
ol
ol
|
2=

Netary FobtiorD.
(-] Yy L8 e Co
My Commission Expires June

(NOTARIAL SEAL)

SERIAL A L9775
DISTRIC? OF COLUMBIA

TO ALL WHOM THESE PRESENTS SAALL COME, JRELTING:

I CERTIFY THAT MARIE STARCZEWSKI

Whose name subscribed to tae accompanying instrument was at the time
of signing tae seme s Notary Public in end for tne District of Columbia,
and duly commissioned and sutnorized by the laws of said District of
Columbia to take the acknowdedgment and proof of deeds or conveyance of
lands, tenements, or hereditarents, snd other instruments in writing to
be recorded in said District, and to administer caths; and tnat I sm
well acquainted with the handwriting of said Notary Punlic and verily
believe that tne signatire and impression of seal thereon are genuine,
u?r;;r comperison with signsture and impreesion of sesl on file in this
(-] Ce., o

IR WITNESS WHEREOF the Secretery to the Board of Commissioners of tae
District of Columbia, has hereunto caused tne Seal of Cclumbia to be
affixed at tae City of Washington, D. C. this 30th day of

April 1956

8404090

Mildred H. delfer

C-HIEF NOTARY 2IBLIC SECTTON
D. C. SEAL

I, JOSEPH A. GAVAGAN , a Justice of the New York State Su-
preme Court, First Judicial District, hereby approve the foregoing
certificate to extend the purposes and provide s stated wminimum num-

ber of directors of The National Rifle Associati £ A
lst day of June, 1956. PRISEELERIECE - SER

JOSEPH A. GAVAGAN
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‘_nzmm 0!" COLUMBIA, ss: : - i : A i
S mmc.mummukc.mm'uwﬂm”
nun uuh on his oath says that they are fresides ‘ '
,rowtvny of the Netionsl Rifle ol‘ Aﬁﬂn’ . B " .
emmuon. and tast they are mﬂlorud to um« m ﬂh m
foregoing end snnexed certificste, purausnt to Seotiom 30 of the
dembersalp Corporation Law of New York, by the concurring vote of &
ma jority of said corporstion present at sn anmal mgtn; of uid
corporation held March 20, 1956, upon notice pursuant to and in com-
plisnce with Secotion L3 of the Membership Corporations Law of New York.

049281 9

Korton C. Jr
- >
Rear Admiral, U.8.¥. (Ret'd)

Fraok C. Deniel
Frank C. Daniel

(NOTARIAL SEAL)
Subscribed and sworn to before we this_22nd day of March,
1o Starcsewski

My Commission Expires Jlm: }h 1959

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TO ALL WIOM TA{ESE PRESENTS SAALL COME. GREETING:

I CERTIFY TA{AT MARIE STARCZEWSKI
whose nome subsoribed To the accompanying instrument wes &t Cie Cloe
of aigning the same & Notary Public inm and for tas District of Columbis,
and culy commissioned and suthorigzed by the laws of said District of
Coluxmbis to take the acknowladgment and proof of deeds or comveysnce of
lands, tensments, or hereditaasents, and otaer instruments in writing to
H . be recorded in said District, end to administer oatns; and that I am
well acquainted with the nsndwriting of sasid Notary Public and verily
believe tiat the signature and impression of sesl thereon are genuine,
sfter comparison with sfinsture and impression of seal on file in this

office,
IN WITNESS WAEREOF tne Secretsry to the Board of Commissioners of the

District ol Columbis, has hereunto caused the Seal of colnnbu to be
affixed .e the City of Wasnington, D. C. this 30th day of
April 1356

1556
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(TH
.Omty of New York

Eaow ALL en by these Presents, thit L ﬁ )
Ambrose E. m-m
Ceocrge W, Wingate
¥illtaz C, Church
Alexander Shnltri
Johr B, Woodward
Joshua M, Varian
Henry G. Shaw
Fred'x M. Peck
Fred'k A. Mason
Geo Moore Smith
A. W, Craven
A. ¥, Dirook
William J. Harding
J. M, Bundy
Augustus Funk
Joseph P. Kiddoo
James MoQuade
Thomas S Dakin
¥illiam G. Ward
F. Whittaker
Emmons Clark
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Jasiah Porter

W. C, Squire

John Powell, Jr.
Marcellus Hartley
Harry Rockafellow




Villtem B, Allen
H. A, om.mom
Frank P, ehlﬂll
A, T, rnm“ i
Bird W. Spencer
John §. Partridge
. Gano Dunn s e T ;
Francis De Gm & 8. Gnu bom tiiuons .
ot iho lmna States, and of the State of lm M, do hereby,
ljyu:uu-.t.to and in oonformity with an Aot of ihp,'gi"
tﬁp ltltl of New York, entitled "An Ao@:fcc the inee atie ;
of Secmun or Clubs, for certain "Social and ncmva.tm. m".
pulod on the Eleventh davy of Avril, Eighteon hundred and !uty
five, and the various Acts of said Legislature anoaﬂatdry:th-tcof.
associate ourselves together, and form a body politic m'- corporate,
and do hereby certify, |

I. Name or Title!
That the corporate name by which the said Society shall
be known in law, shall be,
The Rational Rifle Association_

T |
!
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o
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II. Object!

The object for which said association is formed, is the
improvement of its members in markmanship, and to promote the in-
troducticn of the system of aiming drill and rifle practice ss
part of the military drill of the National Guard of tkis and other
states, and for thcse purposes. to provide a suitable range or

ranges in the vicinity of the City of New Yerk.

II7. Number of Directors!

That the number of Directors of said Association who




Mlltar C. -cmqu_
Geo. ®. Wingate
Jobn B. Woodward
Anthony ¥, Dimock
Joshua . Varian
Henry G. Shaw

Fred'k A. Hason
Augustus Funk

Fredk. . Peck
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' -mp shall be nri.a‘-‘ (m

Baxes of Directors!

¥illiar C. Chured
Geo. ¥. Wingate
John B. Woodward
Anthony . Dimock
Joskua ¥, Variam
Henry G. Shaw
Fred'k A, Yason
Augustus Funk
Predk. N. Peck
Alexander Shaler
Geo Yoore Smith
Williar J. Harding
Ambrose E. Burnside
Alfred W. Craven
John Powell Jr.

In Witness Whereof , we have hereunto affixed our names,

e |
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Y |
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at the City of Wew York, this Fiftesnth day of Sentembter Eizhteen
hundred and Seventy One.
. Alexander Shaler
A E Burnside
Gec. ¥W. ¥ingate
Henry G Shaw
Geo Moore Srith
Fred. A. Mascn
Joseph B. Kiddoo
Jno B Woodward
=3-
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Pred. M. Pﬂ T
Jno Powedl Jr.
Jon N. Partridgs
v. C. Squire
Bird ¥ Speucer
Avgustus Funk

J. M. Bundy

¥. C. Church

Thos. S, Dakin
Harry Rockafellar

A W. Dimock

®%. B. Allen

=

H. A. Gildersleeve.
F. Whittaker.
A. F. Francis

N. Gano Dunn
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Marcellus Hartley
Francis DeGrep
Eazons Clark

Jas. MoQuadse

Wm. J. Harding
A. W, Craven
Josiah Porter
Joshua 4 Varian
F. S. Giles

F. P. Church

State of New York g .
City and County of New York. ) oe*

At various times between the 15th day of September & the
1Sth day of November_ A_D. Eighteen hundred and sevinty one, be-

fore me personally appeared Alexander Snaler, A. E. Burnside, Geo

4=
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¥, Wingate, Senry G Sham Oeo Moore Smith, Fred A, lluou.mm 5 b ety
'B. K1ddoo_ Jno B. Woodward, Fred'k M. Peck, John Powell Jr, John
N. Partridge, V. C. Sjuire, Augustus Funk, Bird W. Spencer, V. R

¥ard, J X Bundy, W. C. Churoh, Thos. 8. Dakin, Harry Rockafellgs,
A. W, Digzock, W, B. Allen, K. A. Gildersleeve, F. !naetnééb
A. F. Francis, N. Gano Dune, Marcellus Hartley, Francis Docrm, ’
Ezxons Clark, James NoQuade, Williss J. Harding, A. W. Cravem,
Josiah Porter, Joshus M, Varian, F. S. Giles & F. P. Glmrch". ‘
Known to me to be the persons desoribed in, and who oxooutj@'it,hg
foregoing certificate, and duly signed the said certificite Mm
me, and severally acknowledged that they exscuted the same for ‘the

plrposes therein mentioned.

¥z. J. Bell.
(Endorsed)
- Flled Nov 17, 1871 _ Hotary Public.
(Seal) N. Y. County.
State of New York,
8s.

City and County of New York.

I, Charles E. Loew, Clerk of the said City and County,
and Clerk of the Suprese Court of said State for said County,
DO CERTIFY, That I have compared the annexed with the original
Certificate of Incorporation of the "National Rifle Association®
on file in my office, and that the same is a correct transoript
therefrom, and of the whole of such original,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name,
and affixed my official seal, this 17th day of November- 1871.
(Seal) Chas E Loew Clerk.




(EUCORSED)

I hereby consent and lmu'q
of the inoorporaticr of !’M
National Rifle Auoouum _
under the within ooruﬂntl : ! | gl
Dated New York Nov. 17. Mﬂ. B R e

§ S e
o et L AT ‘ Ju.tlw'

il s ‘ In the matter of the incorporation
ot ‘

The National Rifle Association_

Certificate of Iacorporation_

Filed Nov. 20" 1871

£l

' D. Willers Jr

Dep. Secy of State.

o Sute of Rew Pork |, ~ -Gd
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE | I have compared the preceding

with the certified cooy of tke Certificate of Incorvoration of

.

The Yational Rifle Association,
filed in this office on the 70th éay of November, 1871, . . . . . .

and do HexesY CERTIFY the same to be a correct transcnpt therefrom and of the whule thoreof.

ﬂMﬂmhndmdﬂnnddoﬁmdﬂnmdm

at the City of Albany this nineteenth day
of ‘ay, one thousand nine hundred and twenty-five.

Send Duputy Sswstary of Slais

Form 0. 64330000 (3-000)
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Inslm.ﬂe for Legtsiaw.e Action

PO. Box 7396, Washingion. D.C. amun

Dear Friends:

You, the 2.4 million NRA members -- together ui”
team we have assembled here in Washin ton. 0.C. ==
effective legislative program this nation‘s firearms ow -
Together we can mold the NRA Political Victory Fund into
political force in the natfon today.

ht. NRA-ILA
’t. mst

‘st fommfdlhln

the m

A1l of our efforts have one commoﬁ~gdal~ to win!

On the political front our strateqy is simple: to prns; t so'“”f“'x .
orqanization, so gqreat a war chest that our opponents will think !
¢ challenaing us at any level in the legislative or po!ftitt

. and Reoresentatives e'ected to the Unfted States Congrass uith yﬂﬁrsvotés and ‘your
¢ contributions to the NRA-PVF.

Since that time, pro-gun lawmakers have been pressured hy 'oun‘contfo1" arouos
¢ to enact a new repressive federal gun law.

Every week, the national media has used its tremendous resources to attack and
belittle our friends in Congress.

. Our friends stood their ground. No national "qun conti-ol1" bill has moved in
the United States Congress!

As a result, our foes redoubled their efforts in state legislatures and
W municipal governments. Around the country, city councillors and state legislators
have been besieged by qun prohibitionists pressing for more restrictive statutes.

Sparked by passage of the Morton Grove handgun-ban ordinance, anti-gunners
threaten a town-by-town, city-by-city, state-by-state movement to cripple the
sportsman, the shooter, the collector, and all of us who believe in freedom.

Our opponents will not rest until we are a gunless nation. They have made it
clear that Morton Grove is more than a symbol -- more than a "flash in the pan"
against our rights. To their ilk, Morton Grove is a “dream" and a "historic test of
an absolute ban on the sale and possession of handguns® in the nation.

Headline-seeking politicians -- whose ambition is fanned almost daily by a

(over please)
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Mayor Tom Bradley, and Massachusetts' gubernatorial candidate Michael Dukak$

”3hysterwcal media -- have become the self-proclaimed leaders of the handqun-banf‘f

crusade,

wgeles
are
driven by one single truism: If they wish to gain media attention, attack the NRA
and ridicule al! of us who believe in the right to keep and bear arms. :

San Francisco Mayor Dianne Feinstein, Chicaoo Mayor Jane Byrne, Los

Freshly invigorated by Norton Grove, the anti-gunners targeted communiticsrin
I1linois, Massachusetts, Florida, Wisconsin and California for their gun-ban
strategy.

To date, courageous local legislators -- backed by the majority of the American
people -- have withstood the anti-gun barrage in nearly every community tested.

Yet, those-victories could be turned to defeat unless firearms owners join
together and pledoe 100 percent participation in the 1982 primfary and genera)
elections.

We must assist the campaigns of pro-aun lawmakers. We must vote for pro-gun
candidates. And we must ensure that our friends are elected to office with the help
of the NRA-PVF,

The dividing line between preservina firearms freedom or allowing Amerfica to be
disarmed is in your hands, and in the hands of the people whom you elect to every
level of government -- city, county, state and federal.

Remember, if anti-gun politicians gain office in 1982, they have every
intention of passing the strongest laws they possibly can that will restrict every
handgun, rifle, shotaqun and all ammunition.

They must be stopped today! They must be stopped at the polls!

That is exactly why we're writing you today about the NRA‘'s Political Victory
Fund.

The NRA-PVF is the only official NRA political action committee registered with
the Federal Election Commission to fund and participate in elections. The Federal
election laws do not allow Association dues or advertisina dollars to be used for
the NRA Polftical Victory Fund. The election laws require that every dollar spent
by the NRA Political Victory Fund in defense of your gun rights must be donated by
individual members specifically for political action by the NRA Political Victory
Fund.

That is why we are appealing riaght now for your support.

In 1980, we helped elect many United States Conaressmen who believe in less

(next paae please)
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'[V5government 1ntrusion 1nto our most basic rights of firearms ownershipﬁ ndr
tvgmotettiou. : : , S

Today, these frieuds are in 1eopardy.
Mony of our stronqest supporters uave been. devastated by redtstrictioo and face

‘tough. uphi11 battles to remain in Congress.

The antt-gunners have targeted mnny of our friends for defeat because of their

support for our right to keep and bear arms,

y de:ever before has the hysterical anti-qun lobby been more organized and better
un

Those who have stood in the forefront in defense of our freedoms are betng
targeted for massive direct-mail campaigns and media blitzes by the anti-quu crowd.

Our enemies claim they are building a one million dollar war chest i "let the
voters know how these legislators are working with the NRA to weaken or repesl
existing gun laws and to what extent the NRA is contributing to their campaigns.®
They boast of a computerized mailing 1ist of some 600,000 anti-gun activists to help
spread their anti-gun credo.

Clearly, the 1982 federal and state campaigns will be bitterly fought. The key
to our success fs your personal involvement in the upcoming elections and your
financial contributions to the NRA Political Victory Fund.

We can upset the anti-gun groups' political plans by providing the political
and financial clout necessary to ensure victory in 1982.

This year, your action -- the work of each and every member of the National
Rifle Association -- has special significance. With these elections, we can send a
strong, unified, and unswerving message to those who would deny our constitutional
rights.

Never will we compromise. Never will we aive an inch.

Your donation combined with the donations of each of our more than 2. 4 million .
NRA members to the NRA Political Victory Fund will provide the monies necessarv to
take the offensive against the gun prohibitionists and /to stand fourscuare with our
friends.

In this election year, 40-50 seats in the House of Representatives are “up for
grabs" because of redistricting in several key states and the retirement of several
incumbent Congressmen. We see other hotly contested "open seats" in the Senate,
along with powerful challenges to the reelection of stalwart pro-gun Senators.

We can't emphasize too strongly that time is extremely critical. The few

(over please)




,  ,°nths ahead bring hard fought primary hattles and the qenerat eleetions fn~ﬂuvember
~are only 3 few months away. , : :

We urge you right now to sit down and write the largest check yon canjpdiélhly
afford to your NRA Political Victory Fund. We are hoping that your check wii! be
for $25 or $50, but if that's too much please send a check for Slﬁ

Whatever you send will be uied immediately. Please, right this very seCond. do
everything you can to help. pal

Your past support of the Political Victory Fund has meant gigantic strides fn
our effort to elect legislators who understand the importance of private gun
ownership in this country.

Clearly, ours is a serious voice of a people determined to be free. And your
donation to the NRA Political Victory Fund can assure that freedom for our children
and our children's children.

'

Our struggle for liberty is never ending. As long as any threat remains to our
basic freedoms, we pledge to you that the National Rifle Association will resist.

We ask that you agive to the NRA-PVF as if your qun rights depended upon it,
because they do.

We know you will do everything you can and we thank you in advance.

Best Regards,

W«W%&&A/ ﬁ(é«w
J. Warren Cassidy

Harlon B. Carter
Executive Vice-President Executive Director

8410404922873

P.S. Rush your most generous contribution! Your gift of $50 or $100 or even $25 or
$15 means a lot, Please make your check payable to the NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND,
fi11 out your pledae card, insert them both in the enclosed envelope, and post in
your nearest mailbox. Thank you.

P.P.S. Taxpayers may subtract one-half of the amount donated to the NRA-PVF, up to
a total tax credit of $50 a person or $100 for a joint tax return.
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NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND
M Bex 7396, Washington, D.C. 20044

'[. mummunmmmmw

Oss Oswe Oss DOse DOs2s Ossa  Dsioo Ooruen s
to defeat our foes and elect our friends in the ‘82 state and federal election campaigns.

*Occupation

wi3l2630 ' *Employer Name

PETE SHIELOS *Required by Federal Statute for contributions in excess of
BUX 19249 $200.00 within the calendar year.

WASHINGTON DC 20036

Ons-hall your yearly political contributions (up (o $50 on an individual and $100 on a joint return) may be taken as a federal income tax credit.
We may not accept coporate checks - only perional cecks made payable 1o the NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND.
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gain you have the opportunity to vote for the candidate

of your choice for your NRA Board of Directors. If

you're one of NRA's 715,000 voting members, this issue of
cither the Rifleman or the Hunter contains your ballot.

Lifetime members and annusl members with five or
more consecutive years of membership, as shown in the
association's membership records, who have attained the
age of 18 years and who are citizens of the United States
of Americs are entitled to vote.

In this magazine, the candidates are revealed to you
through their biographical sketches. In electing members
of the Board of Directors, you are deciding the future of
NRA. You should vote!

The Board of Directors is a strong body and the Board
is the members’ voice in NRA's policies and directions.
The Board is responsible for NRA's programs and for
allocating the funds to make them

Elsewhere in this issue, there is a letter from me telling
you of the importance of the Board and of your ballot.

Vote wisely. This is not as difficult: as it scems, though
there are 56 candidates to consider. Think! Be alest to
biographical sketches which do not seem factual. How
will you know? Analysis will often reveal it. More about
that Jater.

1 recommend that the voting process be approached as
follows, but, like you, I reserve the right to change my
mind as to how I vote, or the way I approach the voting
process year after year.

Lately, 1 have come to conclude that it is sound to take
the voting process in steps.

Step one, vote for those you know personally who would
be the kind of director you would want to represent you.
Support those who are knowledgeable in the areas of your

- interest, and wherein you feel secure that they are persons of

courage who will vote personal coavictions, irrespective of
what might be the popular wave at the moment.

In making your selection, consider whether a candidate
is one who will be a unifying influence or a divisive one.
Consider whether his or her influence will be to strength-
en NRA and ILA or to sow disabling dissension.

NRA has been lately beset with discordant, fragment-
ing clements. No organization can ever be made stronger
by fragmentation. It is vital that emphasis be given to the
kind of individual, courageous and knowledgeable, with a
desire to build and to strengthen. This is the first step.
Vote for those you know.

Now, the second step is to vote for those who you may
not know, but who have been recommended and whose
records have been examined and approved by those you
know and in whom you have confidence that the individ-
ual recommended by them will be the kind described in
the preceding paragraph. It's very much like what you
have heard in trade and industry for a long, long time. If
you do not know the product, be sure you know those
who recommend it.

The third step is to remember that you do not have to
vote for any given number of candidates. This year, 28 is

the maximum number for
whom you can cast a bal-
lot. The regular turmmover _
in the Board of Directors is 25 . ‘This year, in
addition, there are three vacancies to fill. Now, suppose
that, under steps one and two above, you come up with
only 10 or 15 candidates for whom you wish to vote. This
also is a perfectly acceptable ballot. You have voted for
those you know and you have voted for those recommend-
ed by others in whom you have confidence.

The vote you cast for a member of the Board of Direc-
tors is certainly not to be taken lightly. Neither is it
something to be taken as a shot in the

There has arisen a concern among the membership for
the truthfulness of certain biographical sketches. For ex-
ample, a candidate has claimed which
others who know the candidate state is not the truth. A
candidate has claimed to have fired national shooting rec-
ords which are not to be found in the record book. Anoth-
er candidate has claimed to have drafted a certain piece of
legislation—which proved to be popular—but it was
found that this was not true. Another has claimed to be
the founder of a well-known and worthy organization,
but, in fact, was not. Candidates have claimed television
appearances in defense of the Second Amendment and no
one can be found who has seen them.

For these reasons, and other important reasons, there
has arisen a demand for some kind of machinery to as-
sure, as ncarly as possible, truth and accuracy in the
biographical sketches. Therefore, after considerable dis-
cussion by the Board of Directors, an Ethics Committee
has been established. (See related story page 57.)

Any member who reads the bio of a candidate and sees
something in it which he or she knows is not true should
address a letter to that effect to the Secretary of NRA,
who will refer the matter to the Ethics Committee for
appropriate action and perhaps further recommendation
to the Board of Directors. Under the law, the Board has
the power to take appropriate action, up to and including
removal of one of its members for cause.

It is sad that we have come to a time in the history of
the NRA when such people are sometimes candidates fc
the Board of Directors. However, we should all together
praise God that there is such a small number of them.

The National Rifle Association survives entirely on the
faith and confidence of the membership and the credibility
which the people repose in it.

We must, by the most vigorous action, drive from the
positions of influence those with tarnished honor and im-
paired devotion to NRA.

Lol _

HARLON CARTER
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

APRIL 1984
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he makeup of the NRA Board of Di-

rectors and the method by which it is
selected has been 3 matter for lengthy
discussion and debate for many years.

The Board is a very active body which
meets three times each year {once before
and once after the Annual Meeting of
Members and again in the fall,

usually
October). They work hard for the member-
ship, not only during Board meetings, but
also through participation on many NRA

committees, and by giving political and
leglislative assistance in their states.
Suggestions or proposals from the mem-
bership are fully considered by the
appropriate committees before recommen-
dations are made to the Board; then each
recommendation is weighed and dis-
cussed in detail before action is taken. All
of this is accomplished by Directors and
committee members who volunteer their
time and energy for the benefit of all NRA
Members.

Considerable concemn Ins been ex-
pressed by members about geographic
balance of the Board. Such representation
is important. it is one of many factors
which have inseparable importance.

The membership of NRA has made its
legislative and political concerns .abjn-
dantly clear. There is a special need for
Directors with background and sound
judgment in firearms legislation, fegal
matters, public impact evaluations and
finance. At the same time, with the desire
of the membership to use their lawfully-
owned firearms they so strongly wish to
keep, there are vigorous programs being
developed and pursued. Consequently,
there is a need for Directors knowledge-
able in the shooting disciplines — rifle,
pistol, shotgun — on both national and
International levels, in addition to police
combat and silhouette shooting.

There is an equal emphasis on gun
collecting, hunting and wildlife, profes-
sional education, range development, law
enforcement and muzzle-loading shooting.
There is a very special area for service in
publications and communications.

In addition, it is helpful to have
Directors who have non-NRA spheres of
interest, such as members of the United
States Congress or of state legislatures, or
perhaps a board member, officer, or senior
staff person from other related interest

balance in‘ reﬁreéen-fétion |

national associations or organizations.
-The matter of proper representation of
the membership on the NRA Board of
Directors has been reevaluated and
reconsidered many times. To eslablish
perspective, it might be well to review
some NRA history.
_The first relerence to the makeu onhe

- NRA Beard appears in the 1915

The Bosrd was composed of 36 lofe
Members as follows: three officers of the
Uniled States Army, one each from the
General Staff, Infantry and Cavairy, to be

] state associa-

§ .28 elected; and
the Adjutants GOMM the several states
during their terms of office. The election
took place at the NRA Annual Meeting of
Members.

It is the role of the Board to lead and to
reflect the desires of the membership and,
as can be seen, the NRA was militarily
oriented at that time. Frequent changes in
Board membership made it difficult to
maintain continuity.

In 1931 the Board was composed of 60
Life Members, elected for 8 term of three
years, and the terms $o arranged that one-
third would expire each year. The election

REPRESENTATION BY STATE AND AREA

Porors Porcantege
Pecontoge of Disucton of Oinclon Nominess en
Popule- ol Direcien Cumgpared Curnptind 1900 Baliot
Sonin Compered 5 © MRA L (naumbents
T™hoe  ©Pfepe ONRA Member alie UsMaw Prsent & paren-
sends lotion  Mevbers ohp Members  bemihlp Olncton Grwoel)
AREA M i
1. Cannecticut 3108 1.1% 17885 1.0% 14 LS 0 0
2. Maine 1085 A 7378 4 1471 4 1 1.0
3. Massachusetts s782 20 23026 14 @we 14 1 0
4. New Hampeahire 849 3 7834 5 1820 S 0 0
$. Rhode Istand 935 3 3014 2 700 2 [} 1 .(0)
6. Vermont 483 2 _4368 3 919 3 ) 0
Yotsl 12242 4.3% 63182 3.8% 13672 3.9% 3 2(1)
Ares 02
7. New Jersey 7329 25% 40167 2.4% 9085 2.5% 1 0
8. New York 17924 6.2 21628 54 20068 S8 4 4 (1)
9. Pennsylivania 11785 4.9 20179 54 18341 $.1 it ] 1(1)
Yotal 37038 120% 221974 132% 48294  13.4% 7 5 (2)
Ares 83
10. Delaware 582 2% 2075 2% 701 2% 0 0
11. Dist. of Columbia 690 3 1507 1 463 1 4 1(1)
12. Maryland 4139 1.4 23503 14 6248 1.7 2 2
13. No. Carolina 5525 1.9 20432 1.2 3838 1.1 1 [}
14. Virginia 5135 1.8 31133 1.9 7185 20 S 2(1)
15. W.Virginia 1888 8 13985 8 2149 8 0 0
Total 17030 62% 93635 S6% _ 20554 5.7™% 12 5 (2)
Ares 84
18. Floride 8452 2.9% 38576 2.3% 8795 2.5% 4 1Y)
17. Georgia 5048 1.8 20107 12 3639 1.0 1 2 (0)
18. So. Carolins 2876 1.0 9136 S 1800 S o0 0
Total 16376 5.7% 67819 4.0% 14234 4.0% 5 I
Ares #5
19. Alabama 3690 1.3% 16087 1.0% 2066 % 0 2 (0)
20. Lovisiana 3921 1.4 17063 1.9 ‘2088 8 0 (]
21. Mississippi 2389 8 9208 S 1362 K Bl 0
Total 10000 3.5% 43158 26% 7116 2.0% 1 2 (0
Ares #6
22. Arkansas 2144 ™% 10096 % 1775 % 0 ]
23. Kentucky 3458 1.2 15146 9 2285 6 1 1 (1)
24. Tennessee 4299 1.5 18020 1.1 N2 9 2 0
Total 9901 3.4% 43262 2.6% 7372 2.0% 3 1.(1)
Ares #7
25. Indiana 5330 1.8% 29487 1.7% 5630 1.6% 0 2 (0)
26. Michigan 9129 3.2 50337 30 11752 33 0 0
27. Ohio 10701 3.7 56771 34 12006 33 3 4 (0)
Total 25160 8.7% 136595 8.1% 29388 8.2% k] 6 (0)
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ﬂnm 8l Meeting 0
e ) 8 printed ballot

_ t appears in the February
; ﬂn election still took place
A Numl Meeting and write-in
nominees ware allowed.
in 1950 the Bylaws included informa-

. tion‘on tllt Nominating Committee and the

. for notice of election and
nomination recommendations to all indi-
vidual and organizational members. The
Nominating Committee nominated a list of
candidates from among those members
w to them, and the candi-
dates’ names were published in the
American Rifleman. Afer publication,
each voting member could at that time
mahe one additional formal nomination in

vmtmg and smndad by the signatures of

live other voting members. The nomination
had to be delivered tg the Secretary not
later than 48 hours before the Annual
Meeting of Members and no nominations
were allowed from the floor. At least 24
hours prior to the meeting, the list of all
nominees and their qualifications was
displayed on a suitable bulletin board.
Voting was by printed ballot during the
meeting.

This nominating procedure was very
complex and time consuming. As member-
ship grew and attendance at the Annual
Meeting of Members increased, it became
almost impossible to administer.

Beginning in 1953, only nominations by
the Nominating Committee, in addition to
write-in nominations on the printed ballot
were allowed. Also, in 1953, the mail ballot

Grand Total

* 1970 U S Bureau of Census

[Aerconage]
Percentage of Directors of Oectors MNominess an
Popude~ o Diectors Compered Compared 1900 Safiat
tonin  Compernd o NRA 9 NRA
Thew- » Popo- SNRA Member sk UkiMen Preoet  parens-
JSends fation  Memberns ship  Members enhlp Oirecions rosle)
(ﬁpj .98
28. Minois 11245 3% 51872 3.1% 10899 3.0% 1 3(0)
z: fowe 2879 1.0 14738 9 2691 8 1 0
Wiacensin 5% 16 21408 16 88712 16 S ¥ (]
__Towl 19778 6S% 93716 S6% 19262 S.4% 3 4 (0)
q“——ﬂ - ]
bt 3
31. Minnesota 3978 1.4% 24107  1.4% “uIrT 12% 1 0
€9. No. Dakota 6s3 2 a3 815 2 0 0
33. So. Dskots 689 2 S489 _3 926 _.3 0 1(0)
€C__ Yol __ s 1.8% 34370 2.0% 6218 1.7% 1 1(0)
Ares 810
R. Kansas 2326 % 14557 M 2782 % 2 0
3S. Missouri 4801 1.7 20832 1.7 5468 15 1 1(1)
€% Nebraska 6 6 1010 6 w0 5 1 0
Yoisl 8888 1% $3549 3.2% 10050 2.8% 4 1(1)
r‘ (2]
. Okishoma M 1.0% 14346 R ) 2501 1% 1 3
6. Tenas - 12830 4.5 82975 49 16364 4.5 8 8 (3)
Total 15641 S.5% 97321  S&% 18885  5.2% 9 (e
f "2
. Arizona 2298 8% 21617 1.3% 4917 1.4% 2 2 (1)
40. New Mexico 1190 4 11364 R 2522 7 2 ()
®  vowm 3488 12% 32081 20% 7439 2.1% « 3@
Aras 813
41, Colorado 2019 % 24208 1.4% 5431 1.5% 3 2 (1)
42. Utah 1268 4 8055 k) 1651 S 1 1 (1)
43. Wyoming 408 Rl 8495 _S 1509 .4 1 0
Yotal 4293 14% 40758 2.4% 8591 2.4% s 3(2)
Area 814
44. Alagka 407 1% 9505 5% 24N % 1 1
4S. idsho as? ) 11164 7 2298 6 1 0
48. Momana 761 3 11330 7 2304 6 1 1
47. Oregon 2376 8 25504 15 5621 16 2 0
48. Washington 3658 1.3 33094 20 8202 23 3 2(2
Total 8059 2.6% 90597 5.4% 20896 5 8% 8 4 (2)
Area 1S
49. California 21896 1.6% 136116 8.1% 34938 9.7% 6 4(2)
50. Hawaii 895 3 2226 1 678 - 2 0 0
$1. Nevada 633 2 7349 5 1817 S 1 0
Total 23424 8.1% 145691 8.7% 37433 10 4% 7 4(2)
216.330 1.258.608 269.384 7=5 $5(20)

# August 31 1979. NRA Statisticel Report

was approved allowing all Life Members to
vote for Directors rather than just those
few who could attend the Annuai Meeting.
From 1953 to 1977, the only significant
change was the 1957 increase in the size
of the Board from 60 to 75 members.

In 1972, the Board approved a
recommendation to develop and send a
questionnaire to all members of the Board
in an effort to get their views on changing
the procedures for electing Board mem-
bers. Partial returns from the question-
naire were reported, but no specific action
was taken. However, it was the next
Nominating Committee which placed 30
names in nomination to fill 25 vacancies
on the Board.

The next significant changes were made
in 1977. It was provided that a nine-man
Nominating Committee, with a minimum of
three non-Board members, be elected by
the Board of Directors, and there was an
added provision for nominations by
petition of the members. This change
resulted in 50 nominees on the 1978
ballot, 58 nominees in 1979, and there will
be 55 nominees on the 1980 baliot.

In addition to these changes, the Board
and several committees have, through the
years, thoroughly discussed and weighed
other suggested variations in the manner
of nomination and election of the NRA
Board of Directors. Some proposals were
submitted by the membership and others
came directly from the Board or commit-
tee members.

A proposal for one Director to be elected
by and Irom each of the 50 states, with the
remaining Directors elected at large, was
reconsidered by the Bylaws and Resolu-
tions Committee and the Board of
Directors in 1979. While there may appear
to be advantages in this proposal, the
Committee and the Board of Directors
concluded in essence that grass inequality
of membership representation would re-
sult:

(1) Nine states have fewer than 8,000
NRA members, while five states have more
than 55,000 members — California,
136,000; New York, 91,000; Pennsylvania,
90,000; Texas, 82,000; and Ohio, 56,000.

(2) The voting members with addresses
outside the U.S. and qualified residents of
the District of Columbia would pot be given
a like opportunity, b conceivably
be restricted to voting only for at-large
candidates.

(3) States with sparse populations
might have great difficulty getting suffi-
cient valid voting-member signatures on
petitions to qualify their desired nominees.

(4) The cost for printing and processing
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TO FRY.

The anti-gun crowd never had a better friend than Joe Tydings. ~
When he was in the U.S. Senate, gun control was his issue. And he lost his
Senate seat because of his harsh anti-gun stand. This year, trying to

: make his come-back, Joe Tydings made gun control
is big issue again. Tydings ran—not against his
opponent—but against the NRA. It didn't work.
Tydings lost, and you won.
But there are far bigger fish to
fry than the likes of Joe Tydings.
\ We need to accomplish in the

rest of the Nation what our
friends in Maryland achieved
with Tydings.
Federal law requires any
group working to help or oppose
candidates for public office to set
up a Political Action Committee
(PAC). NRA has doneit. Our PAC
is called the NRA Politica! Victory
Fund.
But Federal law, as it applies to us.
also requires that money donated topro-
gun candidates, or spent in campaigns to
defeat anti-gun candidates, cannot come
from the NRA general funds, or from funds
¥”donated to the Institute for Legislative Action.
The NRA Political Victory Fund must raiseits money
independently, from our membership—from you.
There are more than & million of us. If every NRA
member gives the NRA Political Victory Fund as little as the price
of two boxes of ammunition, we can raise the money needed to change Congress. It will take money to keep the anti-
gunners home and to send pro-gun men and women to Congress. It’s that simple.
We need your dollars to make it work. There are other groups working for the same end, but ours—your Political
Action Committee —1s backed by the NRA, and that will make it the toughest and the best. So this is where your money

should go. The NRA Political Victory Fund. Think about it, then give.
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WE'VE GOT
BIGGER FISH
TO FRY. .

The anti-gun crowd never had a better friend than Joe Tydings.
When he was in the U.S. Senate, gun control was his issue. And he lost his
Senate seat because of his harsh anﬂ-gun stand. This year, trying to

\\ opponent-but against the NRA. It didn't work.
B Tydings lost, and you won.
™ But there are far bigger fish to
fry than the likes of Joe Tydings.
We need to accomplish in the
B rest of the Nation what our
friends in Maryland achieved
with Tydings.
. Federal law requires any
I group working to help or oppose
¥ candidates for public office to set
up a Political Action Committee
- {PAC). NRA has done it. Our PAC
is called the NRA Politicai Victory
Fund.
But Federal law, as it applies to us,
also requires that money donated topro-
‘gun candidates, or spent in campaigns to
defeat anti-gun candidates. cannot come
from the NRA general funds, or from funds
¥ donatedto the Institute for L egislative Action.
The NRA Political Victory Fund must raiseits money
independently, from our membership—from you.
There are more than a million of us. If every NRA
member gives the NRA Political Victory Fund as little as the price
of two boxes of ammunition, we can raise the money needed to change Congress. It will take money to keep. !‘Mlntr
gunners home and to send pro-gun men and women to Congress. it's that simple,
We need your dollars to make it work. There are other groups working for the same end. but ours—your Political
Action Committee —is backed by the NRA, and that will make it the toughest and the best. So this is where your money

shoades The NRA Political Victory Fund. Think about it, then give.
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NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND # P.O.Box7396 % Dept.AR1 % BenFrankiinStation % wmmm D c amu
O VYes! Here's the cost of two boxes of shotgun shelis ($10). Please make your check mﬂtbﬁkmwm :
O I'n donate a day’s worth of skeet ($25).

O I'll contribute a case of shells ($100).

O Tohonor the Bicentennial, the cost of a Hintlock 15250)
O Any amount you can give. Up to $5.000.:
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