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files
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C 1984, do hereby certify that the Cmission took the

following actions in MUR 1765:

1. Failed in a vote of 3-3 to pass a motion to
0) find'.reason to bel~eve theNational Rifle

Asocation of America, National Rifle
Association of Ammrica Political Victory

0Fund, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.s.C. S 441b(b) (4) (A) (i).

Commissioners Harris, McDonald, and McGarry
voted affirmatively for the motion;
Cotmissioners Aikens, Blliott, and Reiche
dissented.

(continued)



Attest:

4b

Marjortie V.. s
Secretary of the Cozmiss ion

Date

I OWN at IL/.--
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e ,*a ion hasPederal Eleoton, 0 4R
judicial review ofe Com

2 U.S.C. S 437g(8)6(6).

t allows a
ssion's di

Should additional information come to'your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, you may file a
complaint pursuant to the requirements set forth in 2 U.S.C. S
437g (a) (1) and 11 C.F.R. S 111.4.

Sincerely,

Assoc

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report

action.

By:
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oettain I

The Commission, on October 23, 1984, doteined that on the
basis of the information in the complaint, and infotmatieo
provided by your clients, there is no reason o bt ieve that a
violation of any statute within its jurisdicti on as been
committed. Accordingly, the Commission closed its file in this

o matter. This matter will become a part of the public record
within 30 days.

oSincerely,

Chai

By: Kenneth A.
Associate

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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CompelI 'a RPott sig.4 octd

MPF-,ocloment was circulated to -the

co wW. October 16, 1984:a't 11:00.1

ObJections have been received from the Commissioners

as indicated by the name(s) checked:

Commissioner

Comnissioner

Commissioner

Commissioner

Commissioner

Commissioner

Aikens

Elliott

Harris

McDonald

McGarry

Reiche

x

X

This matter will be placed on the Executive Session

agenda for Tuesday, October 23, 1984.
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ODJUCZO KU NO .765 First. Genral
s Rort signed October' 1-5

1984"

o": o document was circulated to the

ion on,,-Tuesday, October 16, 1984 at 11:00.

Objct44*s have been received from the Commissioners

as indicated by the name(s) checked:

Conmissioner Aikens

Commissioner Elliott

o Commissioner Harris X

Commissioner McDonald

Commissioner McGarry

Commissioner Reiche

This matter will be placed on the Executive Session

agenda for Tuesday, October 23, 1984.
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#at* - ~zes or TNAMSmTtA~A
*t 03C TO *3 CC KZSBZOW Jb//5I1~L:-~:~iYs'

oirLUNANT' S NAME: Handgun Control, Inc.

' ANES: National Rifle Association of
National Rifle Assoeitlon Po|

Fund; Michael K. McCIb as

RELEVANT STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. S 441b(b)(4)(A)

MIN" REPORTS CHECEID: None

FIIBAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

a or AUMEGTO
On August 22, 1984, Charles Orasin, the Executive Viao*

President of Handgun Control, Inc. filed a complaint against the

National Rifle Association of America (ONRA), the National Rifle

Association of America Political Victory Fund (NItM-PVFr), and

its treasurer, Michael K. McCabe. The complainant alleges rthat

the NRA and NRA-PVF have solicited individuals for contributions

to NRA-PVF who are not *members" of the NRA within the meaning of

the Act, in violation of 2 U.S.C. S 441b(b) (4) (A) .

FACTUAL AND LBGAL ANLYSIS

A. The facts

The complaint states that the NRA-PVF is a corporate

political action committee which has identified the NRA, a

CD

60

C



mg~cbip .ozrg*nixatioi *4

by t olicittion lhtt*t f Oiil W

the QMplIOnt, the cosp, ain*at

ooytofbutift f cnr 2.,4,,, 100...

with the 1"a: elections , b 4

bontritiens frem all of It# * oa* **

by: a:, Solicitation in the Octob" d h eti o o

an NM publ icatiLon./

Acopy of the M' is bylaws~ tos~~ a 7 'aa4%,2

et included with the ouprutt th ol,#3*&*at A

M/ [alccording. to Article, III section 6 oVf tbe tMR1~.

only 'Lifetime Hembers' and anel 0406" wit vea

Ck! years of membership in the NRA and who ate di t iens of the Eiitod

States and at least 18 years old are entitled to vote to elect

members of the Board of Directors. j/ A review of the NMIs
0_

1/ The NRA is a New York State membership corporation chartered
in 1871.

2/ The solicitation letter is undated and contains the.l uage
"You, the 2.4 million NRA members.' According to the
complainant, the context of the letter shows that it was sabtin
connection with the 1982 federal elections.

3/ A reply form was included in A- rian -fle stating that

contributions should be payable to te i _-PVF. The solicitation
notes that the "NRA Political Victory Fund must raise its money
independently, from our membership - from you."

_4/ Article III, section 6 of the NRA bylaws also states:
Each such member shall be entitled to
cast a vote for not more than one person
for each vacancy on the Board of
Directors to be filled by the membership
at any election of Directors, which
(cont'd on next page)



e~w vals thattherte two t o

- 1 '  vat iQWas oat. ot : vithin ? cb t... As t o: 'Z

111 erate the first type of Im"Ooresi ths 10a~t~

A""Ov Orts Indi~vidual Nmbors (210"f~t~t 0

30ow"At, Lit** Annual and ote0 Fs aq
1,Slection 3s of Ih NRA Rylws-77 7uzr 1 f

Lifetime Msmbers (enefator, Pstron, E nt, :i t 90

Eonorary Members, but excluding Associate Life I10.att

tociate Members; Junior Memberst and, Non-Citiven M

Article III, Section 3 of the NR Bylaws. Within 0or o

Mebrs# the second type of membership, there. are at*

A"sociationsl Organizations other than State Associatia

and, Non-Citizen Organization Members. See Article Ill, section

4 of the NRA bylaws.

Based upon "the April 1984 statement of Harlon Carter,

Rxecutive Vice-President of the NRA,= it is the complainant's

C1 contention that the NRA's voting membership totalled only 715,000

qr

cc A/ (cont'd.)
vote shall be cast as provided in these
Bylaws. In order for a member to cast a
vote at any meeting of members, a
properly completed, fully paid
application for lifetime membership must
have been received by the Secretary on
or before the 50th day prior to the date
of the meeting, or an annual member must
have five years of consecutive
membership, as shown in the
Association's membership records, and
such consecutive membership must be in
effect on the 50th day prior to the
meeting.

5/ Article III, Section 3(b) of the bylaws state that "Honorary
Life Members shall enjoy all the rights and privileges of Life
Members."



-4-

g 1984. The "statement" of Harlon Carter, o .

ent NRA publication, states, in pertinentpairtst

Again you have the opportunity to v*
for the candidate of your choice yOr eaz 4 k
Doard of Directors. If you're one of !ft
715,000 voting members, this issue Ot a:
the Rif lean or the Hutrcontains iq~i
ballot.

Lifetime members and annual mesd.
five or more consecutive years or mubeinr
as shown in the association's mebershi
records, who have attained the age o 1y.3*
and who are citizens of the United States of
America are entitled to vote.

In this magazine, the candidates are
revealed to you through their biographical
sketches. In electing members of the Boa d'' Of
Directors, you are deciding the future of.
NRA. You should votel

The Board of Directors is a strong bQFy
and the Board is the members' voice in IVR&"s
policies and directions. The Board is
responsible for NRA's programs and for
allocating the funds to make then possible.

In 1983 the NRA "relaxed its eligibility requirements for

voting membership," according to the complainant. Citing to the

January 1980 edition of the NRA Official Journal, the complainant

claims that "[pjrior to that time only Life Members were

eligible" to vote. 6/ In addition, the complainant notes that the

NRA Official Journal "shows that of the then NRA membership of

1,258,608, only 269,384 were Life Members" and, therefore, it

appears ... that the 1984 voting membership total of 715,000 is

6/ The complainant's assertion that prior to 1983 only Life
Members were eligible to vote appears to be based on a chart
entitled "Representation by State and AreaO which provides a
statistical breakdown of the NRA Board of Directors into the
above categories. One figure contained within the chart pertains
to the "Percentage of Directors Compared to NRA Life Membership."

1qW

co



-eb 1.tw then tb* lit~ 106I~ 2-4
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perasa -. soXIltAi4 for $01Uwi Ib '
Oaftlain~t ,further maintains tbot OW total us hi**t"

. .. 7; :{

am~ i 1w3. 11 at i14e4t _ael 0~A M"t it was if': "0#2~ IN"
t.PrI11114t414.*1 'I alo:: rat the " o Waoa t Insist* that *Ift~#

(and likely up"n Informaln biuef aim in' 196)), 00111"

wa soliaiting political otribtionw fromA aswt two milliont

Prsons who were not entitled to vote for Its Board of -Dirt, a

and in 1984 it is sollcting such contributions from

appiroximately 1.7 milli oprsons VWo are not.et. le to vote

for its 3oard of Directors.

The ecoplainmt concludes its arguments by asertitng that

the "FBC interprets 2 U.S.C. S 44lb(b) (4) (C) as meaning that a
person is not a 'member' of a membership organization for

purposes of campaign contribution solicitation if that person is

not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the

V organization. _/ The complainant maintains, therefore, vwhen a

0 7/ The complainant in this matter was a respondent in NUR 1604#
which was initiated by the filing of a complaint by the NMR. The
following language appeared in the conciliation agreement between
the Commission and Handgun Control, Inc. in MUR 1604:

In interpreting its regulations, the
Commission has concluded that a person can only be
considered a Omemberm of a corporation without
capital stock if: he or she has knowingly taken
some affirmative steps to become a member of the
organization; the membership relationship is
evidenced by the existence of rights and
obligations vis-a-vis the corporation; and, there
is a predetermined mimimum amount for dues or
contributions. (cont'd. on next page)
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the p~~~'a lati* that ta ~ 5%'

p 1twi& ~o*e not, as uvdartta bt too ~ ~

sue, OA tbwevflore thek M. and the "4" 03-~*" V,
viol4ted, 2. U&..C. 441b (b)(4(A)

On epemer19, 19854 th* NU& 111M UIR&*# *Mtt,

tesonse to the allegations contained in the

,(ttc en 1).r ".',+The preliminary argument tat* m

o dnts ty do not obnsider t e amO -at t* , be 10'

cmpliance with 11 C.FR. 5 114.d(a) as it does not contain A

cr,+

clear and concise recitation of the facts which describe a

violation of the statutes or regulations over which the

VCommission has jurisdiction'.* Such an argument is without merit

S in the view of this office. Furthermore, the respondents

V maintain that the complaint is *patently frivolous" noting that

CD they are "unaware of any interpretation by the Commission ... Of

2 U.SC. S 44b(b) (4) (C) holding that 'a person is not a *member"

of an (sic) membership organization for purposes of campaign

contributions if that person is not entitled to vote in the

election of those who govern the organization'" as alleged in

the complaint. It is the respondents' position that Othe voting

7/ (cont'd.)
Pursuant to the conciliation agreement HCI agreed to grant

its members the right to elect a Director of the Governing Board
of HCI.
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4110~ Court of the Unitd stante* In

1 ' d " "4 Natonle WILee 'te ohld loha so::: i Ct 01o $,3 2

o6) thst o ncoorra" to, the rspdents 10bershi t

elationshiv th the orgoniati amn be *et deteIshod by

riailoges other than Votino6 '

in their dtens the reson ett oeli that t'en n

of. express statutory definition bas orgizti aSupremaheno

r is equird to e a mmber nder 44bb()t me i80

the' United States to interpretztetr br tthe r~

fl x ae' where the Court bhld" that the reib g of the 'r.h

'member' may be determined by reference top in the 1 n

of the state of incorporation," The respondeont emphasize that

Nr Othe Court noted that Congress' intent could be determined by

analogizing members of non-profit corporations to stockholders of
business corporations, stating that 'some relatively enduring and

clk independently significant financial or organizational attachment

V is required to be a member under 5 441b(b)(4)(C)',* It Is

explained by the respondents that the attributes of membership

that make up an "independently significant ... organizational

attachment" include athe ability to participate in the operation

or administration of the corporation; regularly scheduled

membership meetings; receipt of membership cards; receipt of

regular publications or newsletters; and the ability to control



40W th U.0 0 Itt *%tt oriblitona. 1he
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*oe L*~to*$ of the, *istoe of this attacbett.

Th* IR is a aot" (rvtteit corpration Si).rporat

those provisions of New VeEk State Not-4 r-Prof it Vorpowat

relating to U.embee 0t#tfts.*" .1.n Opa~o VAi~

Tort ftate law. the resondents, note. that the NMI 0 bylsiws#
(Atil 0 U, Soctions 3 and 4) sot fort. th'lssofUI

membership astipulate-that NRA membership is evidne'b

may provide that the members of any class shall. not be ealtitle*&'
N to vote, the state law does "not say that such a by-law

provision will make the designated non-voting class 'non-

members'.'

A "parsing of the NRA by-laws reveals the 'significant

W organizational attachment' of non-voting members,' according to

Sthe respondents. In support of their argument the respondents

00 maintain that Article III, Section 2, of the bylaws empowers the

Board of Directors to set dues for each class of membership, and

=[u]nlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NHC.

NRA non-voting members must pay annual dues upon receiving a bill

from the NRA.' The respondents further differentiate that the

NRA *Bylaws are rife with 'reference[s] to members....' NRWC, at

555.' In addition, the respondents describe the *Rights and



"ti.~ *)~ 10 *toa in &t*#2W ZU. 1

a'~ bylow as, iU-04401bo the pErYU*9 of

teprivileg oftqaats r.4"tv*e advice

MC0ERiE , flttr , cange on~twti on, ou ea

sptts lb titZt to asubor ption to the '
j~~rsthe "ptivilege Itoatlten and be beard at oil at NK

ietinge. of aseber;.1 the right to attend all meetiatga 4*t

Roard of Directors and the right to circulateadstbi

petition* for nominating Directors.' 1 Another riqbhtS

ptivIllege noted by the resodnts. is contained In Art~t 1'

Mr Section 7 and Article 1I,v Section 3 of the: bylaw wiuk n"l 9

N any member to hold mebrship on any omittee' Which to i*
N 'Consider, debate, and recommend policirP-, stcategiest progr ams,

rules, and activities to the NRA Board of Directors, the.mnain

body of the corporation.' The NRA's reply continues on to: notel

that its bylaws also provide for an "elaborate procedure for the

termination of membership.* including a requirement of notice and

v hearing (Article III, Section 9), and that the bylaws set forth

00 the duties of members (Article III, Section 10). In conclusion

the respondents contend that all of the 2.9 million

8/ According to the respondents,, 'these privileges are
particularly important with respect to demonstrating the
relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization
since the NRA is primarily an organization concerned with the
lawful use of firearms; it is politically involved only to the
degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.'

9/ Article III, Section 6(f) specifically states: 'Any member
shall have the right to circulate and submit petitions for
nominating Directors, to be signed by members entitled to vote,
as provided in Article VIII, Section 3' (emphasis added).
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*44lb,(b) (4) (A), MO (C) as 1,*#tpr~te4 by tb# Supe

404oan, threfore~ tbe ibintont dop3 alot shouald be-d 4

ia4s gater

Purs*St to 2 U.S.0C. 441b (b) (4)4(A) (U) a corpor~atioa0 n1

separate *sp atd _fund est ae by a corporation, a o4

sictcontribution, to such a tudfoo it stockolIdzs e
t 'irfamilies, and t$ eSec4tiv, or administrativeprsnq i

thi amle.Aneepio ri this, restriction i, set f4E~
at US.C S44lb (b)()C) wbereby a corporation without

1caiastock, or a separate segregated fund established by,~

corporation without capital stock, may solicit contributions to

the fund from members of the corporation without capital stock.

The term "member" is defined at 11 C.F.R. S 114,1(e) to mean all

persons vho are currently satisfying the requirements for

membership in a corporation without capital stock. A person is

not considered a member under this definition if the only

CO requirement for membership is a contribution to a separate

segregated fund. Id.

In addition to its regulation defining "member." the

Commission has, through the advisory opinion process, elaborated

on the factors that will support an organization's claim to the

membership exception of 2 U.S.C. S 441b(b) (4) (C). In Advisory



Op"t'ion, 107747 the Ciemison Wclt* %UM 2 IM 0C0,
)(b)-(4) (C) 1W 1 CeRO, U ) .... r- t tbor*,

in~ tact, ri iitromnts or *embership, i*n the organA*41io

*0iiion, oftd1laed that Wa' person os., only bo: ons I4#*4 d
uer, of an organizsation if be or #bo , ktnovingly ha tefin i

ofUf tmstiv. steps to become -a membeo tbe organisat Ion*'M/~
Ciss .elaborated further by stating tbt tb.e soliita!tt

of political contributions from.mebeos of an organization doWe"

fOm the. special relationship that the organlsation has to its"

meabers (sethe remarks Of Representative Ransen, 117 Me*g.~@
#40 43340) and acrdingly, the IwWSr.sh . lat onshI.a -

evifdtn9m by the e.istence of ri6hts A"d obliitisvivist

the corvoration' (emphasis added). The Commission also

considered the existence of a "predetermined minimum amount for

dues or contributions' as a prerequisite to

VW 10/ In AO 1977-67 the Commission noted that certain of the
CO requestor's solicitation materials asked for a financial

contribution and the solicitees' support on specific issues, but
did not mention the procedures whereby an individual would become
a member in the organization.
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S 4b:(b)(4) (C). 03.C. at $51 7 3 *

*0Te district cou rt in0 42
1980), consildered.Ate tion.to oo b.

3 regularly to be A' *basic criteria of m mbersbli ia
organization.

j3/ The Court reached this conclusion after reviewing the
legislative history of I 441b(b) (4) (C). The opinion of bth court
stated that the entire legislative history of the subsectidn
appeared to be the floor statement of Senator Allen who ezp*Ained0 the purpose of the amendment with this language:

Mr. President, all this amendment does
is to cure an omission in the bill. It
would allow corporations that do not
have stock but have a membership

Vr organization, such as a cooperative or
other corporation without capital stockCO and, hence, without stockholders, to set
up separate segregated political funds
as to which it can solicit contributions
from its membership; since it does not
have any stockholders to solicit, it
should be allowed to solicit its
members. That is all that amendment
provides. It does cover an omission in
the bill that I believe all agree should
be filled. Id. at 557.

According to the Court, 0[tjhis statement suggests that
'members' of nonstock corporations were to be defined, at least
in part, by analogy to stockholders of business corporations and
members of labor unions." Id. at 557.
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Attached to: the corporate, Structure of vNltiwa 4
mberot' uAder 2 0.S.C. I 441b(b) (4)(C). /
SCtat 558.

. The issue involved herein is whether the VM No,

have solicited contributions to the NRA-PVF from individus who

do not constitute members" of the NRA within the meaning of the

Act. It is specifically alleged that those individuals who the

NRA considers to be its members, but who do not have the right-to

o a vote in NRA affairs, have been improperly solicited for

qW contributions to the NRA-PVF.

0 Applying the above factors and indicia of membership to the

facts of the instant case, it is the view of the Office of the

General Counsel that the NRA and NRA-PVF have not solicited

individuals who do not constitute "members* of the NRA within the

13/ Another circumstance affecting the Court's decision was that
Re corporation's "articles of incorporation and other publicly
filed documents explicitly disclaimed the existence of menmbers.-
FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 558. The NRA's bylaws provide for
members, as discussed above.
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Based -upon: the 4kVIeoc In hand all seabets'o tb*VS

*wear to "be. tw ired 't 08 a coni tion Of

the M. "the rs onts maintain tha l "A o-Voti#
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o Wp 1t utiao fw e ch 4 o. I r$b1 sha ll be f

Boad lot DIrctors (epass aded. 4 Such a o
Cforl mpembership in the oft sems to Onform to the, cowmt

1% reqiremen in £01977-67 that a predetermie iiu

dues exist before the membership exception of S 441b(b) (4) (C)y 0",

properly be claimed. Thus, the apparent obligation of NU

"members" to pay minimum dues on an annual basis should be

MW considered to be the "significant financial ... attachment

erequired to be a 'member' under 5 441b(b)(4)(C).O See U..!.
NRVCr 103 S. Ct. at 557.

The requisite enduring ... organizational attachment* (se

FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 557) between purported members of-the

1/ See Article III, Section 2 of the URA bylaws. Although
there are references to dues in the NRA's bylaws with respect to
the various categories of "Individual Members,* no such reference
is contained for an Honorary Life Member. Article 111 , Section 2
of the bylaws, however, implies that each class of membership is
required to pay dues, and such has been stated by the
respondents.,,'
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/rights toseti ono the rep ytonmo.al Ao 197

signifa, eI the tact_ that all mmben of te nd N"

to hold membei o n any aommitte of the m b1"which'

debatt and recomend policies., strategies, programs, rul, and

activities to the ,RA Board of Directors." equally imOrtawt i

the fact that all members have the right to attend all meetings

of the board of Directors, Executive Comittee, and standing and

C special comittees of the Association. All members also have the

Oprivilegew of attending and being heard at all official meetings

of members. Finally,, all members of the NRA have the right'-to

circulate and submit petitions for nominating Directors. f7/

15/ See Article IV, Section 2 of the bylaws.

16/ The rights to petition for the removal of any officer,
Rfrector, or member of the Executive Council, and to demand a
special meeting of members are afforded to the members of the NMh
entitled to vote. See Article III, Section 6.

17/ See Article III, Section 6(f) of the NRA's bylaws. The
bylaws state that the petitions are "to be signed by members
entitled to vote."
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orgalIzaton. 80ecificallyv tbe bylaws of' the- R* provide ftlt

an AnulMeeting of Members' to be held no- later thant
Novembert 3.oth aedryr(Article III, tetion S(*))j-

.0 the isuneof, an 'appropriate -Card, certifi:cate ,or 1ijnIt1i&to.

K each mebras evidenc of membearship (Article: 1I! -Sect

5 (a)) 18S/i and, as a privilege of membership, a subscription to

the MtA 'official journal" to be provided to all Individual

members (Article III, Section 6(c)). Besides the above indicia,

there appears to be certain 'privileges' resulting from

c membership in the NRA which include the opportunity to compete in

matches and qualify for resulting awards, as well as the

CO opportunity to request and receive advice and assistance from the

NRA related to armaments.

18/ As to whether the NRA's solicitations to potential members
make 'reference to members' (see FEC v. NRWC, 103 S. Ct. at 555),
the issue has not been raised by the complainant and, hence, not
addressed by the respondents. There is no evidence to the
contrary. Moreover, the NRA's bylaws suggest that individuals
are aware that they are becoming members of the NRA since certain
membership categories hinge on the applicant's age and
citizenship. The bylaws also provide that a member of one class
of membership may become a member of a different class, if
qualified therefor. This office notes further that those
communications sent to the NRA's members which were included in
the complaint refer to membership in the NRA.
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Z0" Io in tbs facotl itutti*i undr its od7tt !Iv:#

tiht, to te v is onl on ti i of right vis-a-vis the,
ootposations, in, this -off to*Svi Wbinte1 as boro, vou4

tihts are granted to a ludted numbr. of members ofa

* PO*W 01ati ithoot capitol stock a1 close scratiny of **

0 existing, r ights, and olgtnsis required. In th-ia to,

W eLoeve that the ftA Organisation provides "All of. its

with sufficient rights, obligations, and privileges to claim the

membership exemption of 2 U.s.C. S 441b(b)(4)(C). In

consideration of the foregoing, it is the position of the Office

of General Counsel that there is no reason to believe the an,

0 NRA-PVF, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer, violated 2 US,.C.

S 441b(b) (4) (A) (i).
40 MTOI

i. Find no reason to believe the National Rifle Association of

America, National Rifle Association of America Political Victory

Fund, and Michael K. McCabe, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

S 441b(b) (4) (A) (i).

2. Close the file.
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at para. 6.



wherein it is stated that members mean all persons who ar currently satisfy*, t
requirements for Membership in a membership organization, trade associatf",
cooperative, or corporation without capital stock.

This absence of express statutory definition has required the Supremt, TW,
United States to interpret the term "member" in the recent NRWC case. In, that
the Supreme Court held that the meaning of the word "member" may be detom,04b"
reference to, inter the laws of the state of norporation. Moreover,: t0
noted that Congress' intent could be determined by iing memb o
corporations to stockholders of business corporations, stating that "some rei
enduring and independently significant financial or organizational attachme 1
to be a member under S441(bX4XC)." 103 S.Ct. at 557. Thweattributes o
make up an "independently significant... organizational attachment" inolude *
to participate in the operation or administration of the corporation; regularly
membership meetings; receipt of membership cards; receipt of regular publioati,1 or-
newsletters; and the ability to control over the expenditure of their eontribut .
Notably, election of corporate officials is only one indicia of the existence of this
attachment.

The National Rifle Association is a not-for-profit corporation, incorporatedvuder
those provisions of New Yo)k State Not-F or-Profit Corporation Law relating to

K'. membership corporations. I Like the FECA, New York law does not contain an express

definition of "member." It does provide, however, that a membership corporation may
have one or more classes of members and that any such provision for classes of
membership shall be set forth in the articles of incorporation or by-laws. N-PCL
5601(a). In compliance with this mandate, the NRA Bylaws, Article I, Sections 3 and 4,
set forth the classes of NRA membership. Moreover, N-PCL S601(cX3) specifically states
that membership may be effected and evidenced by membership certificates or cards;
NRA Bylaws, Article II, Section 5 effectuate compliance with this section. Finally,5612

states that the by-laws may provide that the members of any class shall not be entitled
to vote. Significantly, it does not say that such a by-law provision will make the

qr" designated non-voting class "nonmembers."

NRA's compliance with the requirements of New York law is not the only evidence
that its non-voting members are members within the meaning of the FECA. A parsing of
the NRA by-laws reveals the "significant ... organizational attachment" of non-voting

00 members.

1) Article III, Section 2 empowers the Board of Directors to set dues for each class
of membership. Unlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NRWC (where there
was"... no obligation'to contribute regularly. • "NRWC, 501 F. Supp. 422, 434 (1980)),

---------------------------------------

*/In NRWC, the Court noted that the NRWC was not established as a

membership organization, thus indicating that the organization was not intended to be a
membership organization. NRA, on the other hand, clearly was intended to be a
membership organization as the Bylaws are rife with "reference[s] to members....
NRWC, at 555.
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Must pay annral dues upo alv ei

I ) Article.I , Section 6, entitled "RIhtsetn ivllow aMel
'k"Ont* of "A meztbbvsip teinldsthprvee mpetleg I

~,tvhgeof requesting and receiving adicadpsaneoceig
,astructlon chab MnagMe and compstltionst' entitleant t u

~f~eil juralthe riigeto attend iffd'be heard at all"officia 4*e
rig tht tolattled all meetings of the Board of Diractrante fi

subinit petitions for nomintating Directors

3) Article Mll, Section, 7 and Article AI Section 3 allow aOW MOenu
mibe..I*. on any committee. These committees Pee Article X, l

Oder, debate, and recommend policies, strategies, progams, res
t .. . -#1 .... *.,a.. L P 4,1., a m 4aam

IN El NA flOVO O Dlrectors, unm mnqug opUy Un .u c -au -

4) Article I, Section 9 establishes an elaborate procedure for the tm.
membership, including a requirement of notice 9(eX3)) and hearitng 69(eX$) .(I O .

5) Article I, Section 10 sets forth the duties of members.

Plainly, all the 2J.9 million members of the National Rifle Assiation are Mw*AeW
within the meo"-ng of 2 USC 441b(bX4XA) & (C) as interpreted %the pm
NRWC. As such, the National Rifle Association is allowed to solicit for f .nd to .
entibuted to its separate segregated fund, NRA-Political Victory Fund. It -,

therefore, our conclusion that no further action should be taken against the National
Rifle Association or against its separate, segregated fund the NRA-PoUtial Victory
Fund with reference to this complaint and that it should be dismissed forthwith.

Sincerely yours,

9awc Sx~te,

Janet K. Scherer
Assistant General Counsel

JKS:jlh
Attachment

*/In NRWC, the Supreme Court observed that the NRWC sought contributions
of unspecified amounts on a "random" basis (NRWC, at 557) from names and addresses on
"commercially available mailing lists." NRWC, at 555.

----------------------------------
*/These privileges are particularly important with respect to demonstrating

the relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization since the NRA is
primarily an organization concerned with the lawful use of firearms; it is politically
involved only to the degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.
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(NThe Commission, on r3 1964, -et~riin6d it on the
basis of the informat iva in the 0oomp3.ait and in*Ermit*n'
provided by your olients, there is no r***n to blL*m'-, tht.a
violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been
committed. Ac=ordingly, the Coimisslon closed its file. in this

0 matter. This matter will become a part of, ti pblic record
within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel0O

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel



Mr. oa, 'i

Of your

t~ti

POral letOt allow0

judicial revie te COinision's dimIssal of this action.
S*@ 2 U.S.C. S 4319(a) (8),

Should additional information com to your attentlon''which
you believe establilhes a violationof the Act, you ay oie a0 complaint pursuant tothe requigements set forth in 2 U.S.C. Sq- 437g(a) (1) and 11 C.V.R. S 111.4.

C Sincerely,

O Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate Ge*eral Counsel

Enclosure
General Counsel's Report
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d gsh organizatIon." "Member' Is no mvwv*.n h
staute Th ~u~alouan the other hand, attep such a df-tlsa IC* E)

*INRA Is wiaware of any interpretation by the Commlulma (ami IS
spelflafy Cited by UCi) of 2 US C 441b(bX4XC) holdin that *a perso isno
of an (sic) membership organization for purpoes of campaign Cotutm.I ht person
is not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the orgnizan. Complaint
at para. 6.
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cooprtive, or corporation without capital stock.

This absence of express statutory definition has required the Supreme Court Ot
United States to interpret the term "member" in the recent NRWC case. In tbat ,
the Supreme Court held that the meaning of the word "meml may be -et t a I

reference to, Inter all, the laws of the state of Incorporation. Moreover, he CM't
noted that Coi ng tent could be determined by analogling members oa yf
corporations to stockholders of business corporations, stating that "some .0wl
enduring and Independently significant financial or organizational attaduum t is
to be a member under I(bX4XC)." 103 SeCt, at 557. The attributes of m
make up an "independently significant.., organizational attachment" e R
to part ipate in the operation or administration of the corporation; e

membership meetings; receipt of membership card receipt of regular ..Le.t ,
newsletters; and the ability to control over the expenditure of thei oAtrbu* tk4
Notably, election of corporate officials is only one indicia of the existence of 1b;:
attachment.

The National Rifle Association is a not-for-profit corporation, incoorated W
those provisions of New Ypyk State Not-For-Profit Corporation Law relatit to"..

1% membership corporations. Like the FECA, New York law does not contain an Nein
definition of "member." It does provide, however, that a membership ooralet a
have one or more classes of members and that any such provision for clasms of
membership shall be set forth in the articles of incorporation or by-laws. N-PCL
9601(a). In compliance with this mandate, the NRA Bylaws, Article ll, Sections 3 and 4,
set forth the classes of NRA membership. Moreover, N-PCL SSOl(eX3) specifitaft dtes
that membership may be effected and evidenced by membership certificates or erdq
NRA Bylaws, Article m, Section 5 effectuate compliance with this section. F nal012
states that the by-laws may provide that the members of any class shall not be entitld
to vote. Significantly, it does not say that such a by-law provision will make the
designated non-voting class "nonmembers."

NRA's compliance with the requirements of New York law is not the only evidence
that its non-voting members are members within the meaning of the FECA. A parsing of
the NRA by-laws reveals the "significant... organizational attachment" of non-voting
members.

1) Article I, Section 2 empowers the Board of Directors to set dues for each cls
of membership. Unlike the situation faced by the Supreme Court in NRWC (where there
was" ... no obligation to contribute regularly ... "NRWC, 501 F. Supp. 422, 434 (1SO)),

*/In NRWC, the Court noted that the NRWC was not established as a
membership organization, thus indicating that the organization was not intended to be a
membership organization. NRA, on the other hand, clearly was intended to be a
membership organization as the Bylaws are rife with "reference[s] to members....
NRWC, at 555.

min It is stated that members mean all persons who are currently euatisfyb
mm~f t fy Mu mdmho~wki In i M mmhowinu mwuaniwrnatinn #P&AI m& iaI



WRA INon-votig members must pay annual.& dupon receivin a bill from UIMN~

2)Article Mll Section 6, entitled "Rights and Privilegesat1
benfis f NA smersblp.te Includes the privalg of c UKpilgibe~t of ILA omb e eof on-r~tn
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tI t t tnd ametin ofte Board of Dimetom and the right"t t
;$l*ft petitim for nominting Directom

3) Article m, Section? and Article X4 Section3 allow nq member to 1
memfbert on any committee. These committees 0ee Article Xl, Seetise *4-

onsider, dobate, ad recommeM polies, steg prrm rles,and ati .
the NRA Board of DirectoM the managing WV of theorpration.

4) Article 1M, Section 9 esab-sesan elabo a pr Ocedur for thetrm tii
membersdi including a reurement of note P(eXS)) and bearing P(eXS) " P), ..*

5) Article M, Section 10 sets foth the duties of member.

Plainly, a the 2.9 million members of the National Rifle Asocatio are
within the meilng of 2 UC 44Ib(bX4XA) & (C) as interpreted VW the S m M IO

1% NRWC. As sut, the National Rifle Association Is allowed to solcitfr f ;utb -
eon~uted to its separate sggated fund, NRA-PoiticalVictory Fund. It ...
therefore, our conclusion that no further action should be taken against the ation
Rifle Association or against its separate, segregated fund the NRA-Politieal VietoWy

CC~ Fund with reference to this complaint and that it should be dismissed forthwith.
Sincerely yours,

Janet K. Scherer
Assistant General Counsel

JKS:jlh
Attachment

-----------------------------------------

*/In NRWC, the Supreme Court observed that the NRWC sought contributions
of unspecified amounts on a "random" basis (NRWC, at 557) from names and addresses on
"commercially available mailing lists." NRWC, at 555.

-------------------------------------

*fThese privileges are particularly important with respect to demonstratiu

the relationship of non-voting members of the NRA to the organization since the NR is
primarily an organization concerned with the lawful use of firearms; it is politically
involved only to the degree necessary to preserve the right lawfully to use firearms.
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MS. *

.1,

Sto. ''A*erefore, On
.#uri . I b@w

:19, 19"4.

If you have any questions please contact 'aurka. .te t 0523_
4143.

Sincerely,
0

Awv. M



Dear me. White:

ASC. and eqtsg n EWR olitical ViatOw

Answr the allegatti31A.-os
until September 19, 1904.

Thank you for your co ton this matter.

Sincerely yours,

qw

Jrqt K. Shere
0Assistant General Counsel

0 JKS: rlr



EAFONL RLRASSOCIATON OF AMERICA

f4TT T no R Ra sAn w Ac vuo
a=oo haire Avm& mm~f. D.C U1

Maura White, equire

Federal Election Commission
gOffice of the General Counsel

Washington, DC 20463
0

~HAND DELIVER



* ~OE-L ELKCTION CMt5f# IS

ebarties V,44sI

940 K Street NO* OUit 0

Dear Mr. Oras in t

This letter is to acknve. ipt of your P"
which we r ecive4 on Agust. 22* 1984 vhioh. alleges vio14 s Of
the Federal 33e0tiOW CmAdyn laws. A, Staff, 91e P~ On.
assigned to M i o a tIss. e Se r  in at *i t

*.notifieod of tI S * co lint within'five ays

You wil be notified as Soon as the Coummisioa taes
1% action on your 60*14kint. 'ShOul Myou hiave or roeie
(4 additional information in this Pttle leefor d it t this

office. We suggest that this information be sworn to in the same
C- manner as your original complaint. For your information, We have

attached a brief description of the Comission's procedure for
11r handling coImplaints. If you have any questions, please contact

Barbara A. Johnson at (202) 523-4143.

q. Sincerely,

ACh ia SteelC

e ss ct GnerlCone

Enclosure



This I1Z0tw i's t y In that oftI,

ft~~~~~ •11 i :

that yor h , y %uh ve violated
t~dJ~& i.~t4e~ ~ $t'~ of, 1971,#a
oati *t040o hayt

MUR 175. #lea. e tot this number inal t.

Under the Act, you: haVe the opportunity to, dosmtrte, in
writing, that no action. should be taken against yOaL asoittion
in connection with this patter. Your response munt b submitted
within 15 'days of receipt Of this letter. If no'' s is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take frthr action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. S 437g(a)(4)(B) and S 437g(a) (12) (A) unless you notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



-2-

N, please contact Nstra WbIte, the
case at (202) 523-4143. Or your
I a brief description of the
kndling complaints.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

By: Kenneth A. Gross
Associate General Counsel

3. De;ignation of Counsel State



lcael K. MCabo

Political Victory If --
1600 Rhode Island 1 wt. *"L.
Washington, D.C. 210O,

Dear Mr. McCabe:

This letter is to* ptif You. t"
Federal Election Corns *i0i !

P. that you and the Ratio* .. .. ..
Fune may have violated ottaL 1c** O0 the 
Campaign Act of 1971, as a e ded,
complaint is enclosed. We have mbesd :this matO Y.
Please refer to this number in all future corr' '

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrato, in
C writing, that no action should be taken against Y"'MAn ,0*

National Rifle Aspociation Political Victor u in t:t1on
with this matter. Your response must be submitt# w tln b 5 days
of receipt of this letter. If no response is received within IS
days, the Commission may take further action based on the

qW available information.

0o Please submit any factual or legal maihls whih -you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where',appropriate, statements should be submittt under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with 2
U.S.C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) and S 437g(a)(12)(A) unless yoU notify the
Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be md public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter
please advise the Commission by completing the enclosed form
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any
notifications and other communications from the Commission.



Is, please contact Mautal.
.8e. at (202) 523-414..

a a 'brief descripti. of
Sbandling complaints.

Sincerely,

.Aw

N
3 et o

3: Desirnatton of Counsel Statement



NRA-PVF IS A CORPOU ,

O NRA-PVF is a cp t political action within the
definition of 2 USC 44ab(b)(2)(C).. It bte t Mhe ' .as
its connected organizatioa an its statement of G r Ution oft
file with the Federal Rlection Camaissimo bt ).

NRA AND NRA'PVF @MV SW4C'U IUIIDIL amir M IWIII

CO 1. According to Article III., setion, 6 of tbe E9" rimw,
as amended May 7 and 9, 1983 (xhibit X), only R& i$.e, usOers

and annual members with fiYv or morel coseutiveRrr * n of . u" he'
ship in the NRA and who are citisons of - the Ofnitd tat. at
least 18 years old are entitled to vote to elect mem-rs of the
Board of Directors.

2. According to the attached solicitation letter of the ]RA-
PVF (Exhibit 3, - undated, but context shows that it was sent in
connection with the 1982 federal elections), EtA-lW solicited
contributions from 2.4 million ONRA members.

3. According to the April 1964 statement of Harlon Carter,
Executive Vice President of the NRA (Exhibit 4), in 1984 the NRA
had 715,000 voting members.

n ConrM ., 140 K 9n snN., S*ufN.Whmgtm, ft. 00S47



4. The NRA is a membership organization (see NM 11y
Zxhibit 2). Upon information and belief# in 1963 the NRA
its eligibility requirements for voting membership. Priort
time only Life Members wore eligible, according to pages$4
the January 1980 NRA Official Journal (Exhibit 5). ib t #
shows that of the then NRA membership of 1,258,608, only 26*
were Life Members. Thus, it appears, on information and 'b

that the 1984 voting membership total of 715,000 is much A''
than the voting membership in 1982, when 2.4 million prsm e
solicited for political contributions. Also, upon informt
belief, the total "membership" of the NRA in 1984 is at b1ast-
great as it was in 1962. If these beliefs are correct, toa .t
follows that in 1982 (and likely, upon information and boeif s
also in 1983), the NRA was soliciting political contributio (cfam
almost two million persons who weore not entitled to vote for its
Board of Directors, and in 1984 it is soliciting such
contributions from approximately 1.7 million persons who are ao t
entitled to vote for its Board of Directors.

5. Upon information and belief, the NRA solicited political
contributions from all its nembers" in every federal electiob 1"
since 1976. See, e.g., the solicitation made to all NRA membrs
in the NRA publication, the American Rifleman, of October, 1976
(Excerpt attached as Exhibit 6).

6. The FEC interprets 2 USC S44lb(b)(4) (C) as meaning that
a person is not a "member" of an membership organization for
purposes of campaign contribution solicitation if that person is
not entitled to vote in the election of those who govern the
organization. Thus, when a political action committee is
connected to such an organization it violates the Act if it

C solicits from such persons who are not entitled to vote for such
organization's governing board.

7. If the FEC confirms the fact as described above, then
the NRA and the NRA-PVC have repeatedly solicited campaign
contributions from millions of persons who are not, as understood
by the FEC, members of the NRA, and therefore the NRA and the NRA-
PVC have repeatedly violated 2 USC S44lb(b)(4)(A).

Sincerely prs,

Charles Orasin
Executive Vice President

Attachments
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Wa h i nt ha .C, 29463",1

A tteton $.SRe#

Je a Sits:
ThiJs lOtt! is 4$.je~~~~r~ **!oSepte-;e r, #9c6 r i,4 I yrequ~est!ing aW, ame 6,0, ffie in pUc ~ tRegulations.

In the absence Ofour Treasurer in tbe *6S-eaceoDef any changes requiring a new filing, I a. I:f*V$R9 rbeCo. iss1on that the Nation l Rifle Assocititon of AL ca
is o r "connected" organization. The r P.litical :,VictoryFind has no affiliated comaittee.

Very truly yours,

,Robo0t, t j'L ko--
€0 Cha rf.an,

RA Political Victory Fund

€l , q
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The
National
Rifle
Association
of
America

The National Rifle Asociation. chratflee in
1871. is not only the oldest sportsmen's
zation in America. but also is an ducatio e. e:
reational and public service organiation dei.
cated to the right of the individual citien to own
and use ieerme fc recreation and defens.

The NRA is a nonprofit corporation suppotmed
by membership dues and contrutions 1mm
public spikied members and clubs. It is not
affiliated with any arms or ammunition manufac-
turer nor with any buelnes which deals i guns
or ammnition. It receives no popesiona
from &oges

ThM0NA coperates with all branche of go
United Stalt Armed Forces. fdel en"s
state and local overnments int e In loh-
ing smal am* marksmanship an fiearm sety
to the maximum number of Americans

Owing World War It. NRA members tugM
over one million seven hundred thousand Amer.
icans the correct use of small arms in pre-
inducliontraning courses

Past presidents of the Assodiion lnclue
U.S. President Ulyse S. Grant and General
Philip H. Sheridan. Among the many nmotb s
who have been members of the Nationa Rifle
Association are seven Presidents of the United
States. two Chief Justices of the United States
Supreme Court and numerous United States
Congressmen. as well as legislators and offi-
cials of the several state governments.
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Bylaw.

ARTICLE I
Name

The name of this organization is the Na.
tional Rifle Association of America.

ARTICLE II
Purposes And Objectives
The purposes and oblectives of the Na.
tional Rifle Association of America are:

1. To protect and defend the Constitu.
Lion of the United States, especially with
reference to the Inalienable right of the in.
dividual American citizen guaranteed by
such Constitution to acquire, possess,
transport, carry, transfer ownership of,
and enjoy the right to use arm, In order
that the people may always be In a position
to exercise their legitimate individual
rights of self-preservation and defense of
family, person, and property, as well as to
serve ef/ectively in the appropriate militia
for the common defense of te Republic
and the individual liberty of its citzens;

2. To promote public safety, law and
order, and the national defense;

3. To train members of law enforcement
agencies, the armed forces, the militia, and
people of good repute In marksmanship
and in the safe handling and efficlent use
of small arms;

4. To foster and promote the shooting
sports, Including the advancement of ama-
teur competitions In marksmanship at the
local, state, regional, national, and In? .mra
tional levels;

5. To promote hunter safety, and to pro.
mote and defend hunting as a shooting
sport and as a viable and necessary
method of fostering the propagation,
growth, conservation, and wise use of our
renewable wildlife resources.

The Association may take all actions
necessary and proper In the furtherance of
these purposes and objectives.

Cq
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ARTICLE III
Membership
section I. E gbht.

(a) Any citizen of the United States who is
and while he remains of good repute, who sub-
scribes to the objectives and purposes odthe
Association, or any organization as herslssatter
described, shall be eligible to be a member of
the Association; provided that citizena Of bf
ign nations and orpnizations o d In

wole orin major part of citiz8 .is.
nations may be admitted to "e-euM as
provided in Sections 3 and 4 of Ac.

(b) No individual who is a member of, and
no organization compoed in whole or in part
of individuals who are members of, any Org
nization or group having as its purpose or one
of its purposes the overthrow by force and vio-
lence of the Government of the United States
or any of its political subdivisions shal be
eligible for membership.
Secl. 2. Dues a CatribudoLs.

The dues or minimum contributions of each
dass of membership shall be fxed by the
Board of Directors. Except for those persons
who are lifetime members elected prior to
July 1, 1979, all members of all classes with
addresses not within the domestic United States
may be required to pay the additional postage
costs necessary for Association mailings to their
stated addresses. The imposition of such re-
quirement and the amount of such costs shall be
determined administratively from time to time.
Section 3. Individual Members.

(a) Individual Members. Individual members
shall. be Benefactor, Patron. Endowment, Life,
Annual. and such other members as arc desig-
nated in this section.

(b) Honorary Life Member. A person may
be nominated for Honorary Life membership
by the Executive Council and be elected to such
membership by the Board of Directors in recog-
nition of outstanding service to the Association
on a national scale in any one or more of the
primary fields of endeavor of the National Rifle

A** it. Sec. 3
Association of America. Not more than three
individuals shall be elected as Honorary Life
Members in any one calendar year. Honorary
Life Members shall enjoy all the rights and
privileges of Life Members.

(c) Ufelme Members. Benefactor, Patron,
Endowment, Life and Honorary Life Members
are lifetime members. Associate Life Mem-
bers are not lifetime members of the Associa-
tion.

Except as provided in subsection (f) of this
Section and in Section 9 of this Article, the
tenure of membership of members of all other
classes shall continue so long as their current
dues are paid.

(d) Associate Member. A person who i a
spouse of any member of the Association may
become an Associate Member upon payment of
such dues as may be determined by the Board
of Director.

(e) Judr Member. A person 20 years of age
or under, who pays such dues as may be deter-
mined by the Board of Directors, may become
a junior member. Such status shall continue
through the end of the calendar year in which
his or her 20th birthday occurs.

(f) NoN-CitIzen Member. A citizen of a na-
tion other than the United States, whether resi-
dent within or without the United States, who
is interested in the pursuit of the purposes and
objectives of the Association may become a
member of the Association in any of the cate-
gories listed in this Section, subject to the limita-
tions of Section 6(e) of this Article, upon the
fulfillment of any condition for membership
within said category. Non-citizen memberships
shall be subject to termination or suspension by
vote of the Board of Directors, or the Executive
Committee. if the Board is not in session, when-
ever, by proclamation of the President of the
United States, or by action of the Congress, the
nation of which any such member is a citizen is
in a state of war or active military hostilities
with the United States. and good cause exists for
such termination or suspension.

(g) Upgrading Class of Membership. An in-
dividual member of one class may become a
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member of a diferent class, if quafd *efr,
by contributing the minimum dues or coftfu-
tion specified by the Board of Dirat fOr the
class of membership desired, less tho Am&b-
tion specified for his current meWer

Seedo. 4. Orgazina. Memers.
organia members dall be:
(a) st e cudm.s An orpamu pouP.

aMfiated with the National Rifle Association of
America, composed of individuals, aete or

itions from any state or ft . th
Unied tats, the object and purposes of wh

are consisten with those of the Asoclatlmn.
When, in the opinion of the Board Of Icors,
the interests of the Association and Its members
wilt be best seve separate gro m may be
granted certificates of membership i a state orterritory for the purpose of pmotig intest

in any stated activity of the Associadon.
(b) 0rgoa 1saams odhr m St Anmde
m Any orpnized group, the pposes of

which am in harmony with the objcs of the
National Rifle Association of America.

(c) Ch Organiztions composed of not
less than Ae citizens of the United Sttes,
whose objects and purposes are consistent with
hose of the National Rifle Association of Amer-

ka, may be affiliated or enrolled in accordance
with administrative requirements and procedures
approved by the officers of the Association.

(d) Non-atizen Orpizatiom Member. Any
organization of five or more members, wherever
located, composed in whole or in major part of
citizens of countries other than the United
States, the objects and purposes of which are
consistent with those of the Association, may
be affiliated or enrolled as a non-citizen orSa-
nization member. Such organization member-
ship shall be subject to termination or suspen-
sion in the same manner as provided in Section
3(f of this Article.

Section 5. Admission to Membership.
(a) An appropriate card, certificate or in-

signia shall be issued to each member as evi-
dence of membership.

4
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(b) Any applicant for any class of member-
ship or afilation may be refused admission or
affiation by the Board of Directors for any
reason deemed by it to be sufficient.

Sectom 6. Rights and PrIvies Membes.
(a) AD members who comply with the reg-

ulations and meet the conditiom specded for
any particular match shall have the pdvlege of
competing in such match whether conducted by
the Association ef its aMiated ogniations
and of qualifyn for such awards f may be
established by the Asocitio.

(b) All members shall have the privilege of
requesting and receiving from the Associaon
such advice and assistance as may be currently
available concerning small arms, ammunition
and accessories, range construction, and organi-
zation and management of clubs and competi-
tions. A reasonable charge may be made by
the Association for such assistance.

(c) Except as provided in this subsection, all
individual members of the Assoca- om shall be
entitled to a subscription to the odIci journal
as a privilege of membership. The Board of
Directors may determine reduced dues or con-
tributions for Associate or Junior members of
the Association, on the condition that such
members electing to pay reduced dues or con-
tributions shall not be entitled to a subscription
to the official journal.

(d) All members shall have the privilege to
attend and be heard at all official meetings of
members, and shall have the right to attend all
meetings of the Board of Directors, Executive
Committee, and standing and special commit-
tees of the Association, except during executive
sessions thereof.

(e) Lifetime members and annual members
with five or more consecutive years of member-
ship, as shown in the Association's membership
records, who have attained the age of 18 years
and who are citizens of the United States of
America shall be entitled to vote. Each such
member shall be entitled to cast a vote for not
more than one person for each vacancy on the
Board of Directors to be filled by the membership

Olt
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(s) Members of the Association eadded to
vote, and any ornization member, im
the right to petition for removal of.any of:cer,
Director, or member of the Eecati Council
by the procedure provided in Article IX,

(h) Member of the AssociatIo entitled to
vote dall have the right to demand a spil
meeting of the memben by the procedure pro-
vided in Section 8(b) of this Articek.

Section 7. Members Hoidling 1e.
The holding of any office or membership on

any committee shall be contingent upon mem-
bership in good standing in this Association.

Section 8. Meeftn of Members.
(a) Anneal Heg of Member The Asso-

ciation shall hold an Annual Meeting of Mem-
bers to receive the report of the election of Di-
rectors and to transact such other business as
may properly come before the meeting, at such
time and place as shall be determined by the
Board of Directors, but in no case later than
November 30th of each calendar year. Notice
of the time and place of such meeting shall be
published in consecutive issues of the official
journal of the Association not less than twice
prior to the holding of the meeting.

(b) Special Meetings of Members. A special
meeting of members of the Association may be

noinesi

(d) Lh
tUh
be pated
witeom h

*Nw ecial Meet-
to V al consti-

of Awa& 146 award shall
* ay meeti o members
approval of the Board of

Seedk & T&Insi.. M Memesp.
(a) Any me" ndefalt in payment ofdues iay be 80 " mthe pd ee of

membership and aMY meAe Is arrears for two
Yeaws -dMe shal bie d frm the rolls and

(b) Any IWOvi a membeP may terminate
his or her pat any tlime by a resigna-
tion in writing sent by Ar class United States
mail to the SecrUary of the Association, but
such member will not be entitled to any refund
of dues or contributions already paid.

(c) The membership of any Associate Life
Member shall terminate upon the divorce from,
death or separation from membership in the
Association of the member of whom the Asso-
ciate Life Member is a spouse; provided, how-
ever. that the Associate Life Member may,
within six months of such divorce, death or
separation, upgrade said membership to a full
Life Membership in accordance with the provi-
sions of subsection (g) of Section 3 of this
Article.

(d) Any organization member may teimi-
nate its membership at any time by a vote of a
majority of the members of such organization
at any regular meeting or special meeting called
for the purpose, by a resignation in writing ac-
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(e) Any individual member or or
zation member may be suspended air ld
under the following procedures for ay of
conduct which is contrary to,. or 114 vldo A
the Charter or Bylaws of the AssociatlSe, r for
having obtained membership in the Mm- siit
by false or misleading statements No memie
so saspended or expelled will be entiled 1* any
refund of dues or contributions dlr e poi.

(1) The Board of Diretoo, oE do.
tive Committee, if the Board is not I...s .
may, on its own motion, pas a lion t-
ling forth that on the basis of spsklb ft"
therei set forth, the member shall to Vs-
pended for a definite period of time or u-
pelled, unless he demands a bearing as herein-
after provided.

(2) Any member of the Asociatin
good standing may file with the Secrtary
charges in writing, under oath, agaimt any iF-
dividual member or organizational member,
distinctly stating facts which such pesom on-
tends merit suspension or expulsion. in suc
event, at the next meeting of the Board of
Directors, or the Executive Committee, which-
ever first occurs, the Board or Executive Com-
mittee may pass a resolution stating that on the
basis of such charges the member should be
suspended for a definite period of time, or ex-
pelled, unless he demands a hearing as herein-
after provided, or may pass a resolution direct-
ing that the matter be set for hearing at a future
time at which the charging member and the
charged member may be present, to be held in
accordance with the provisions of Section 9(d)
(6) of this Article. It no resolution is passed at
said meeting, the charges shall be deemed to
have been dismissed.

(3) Upon the passing of a resolution as
aforesaid, the member charged shall be noti-
fied of said action by the Secretary in writing

8
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by personal service -as W an.Med mail,
rtnrit theqee ass"% *. M attempts
to notify t membe by eeied m fail to
produce a receilpt, a Mllea Wla by first
class mail to his addrM a dw on the rec-
ords of the Association shall bedeemed to have
been served five days after malIg. Such noti-
Scation &"311 include a copy of the resolution,
of the charges, if not therein contained, and of
the Bylaws, and shAll inform the member of his
right to a hearing s bereiafter prvided, and
warn him that unless he requests a hearing in
writing received by the Sectary within 30
days, the suspension or expulsion shall become
effective.

(4) If no request in writing for hearing
is received within said 30-day period, the sus-
pension or expulsion provided by the resolution
shall become effective.

(5) If a hearing is requested in writing
within said 30-day period, the ExMcutive Com-
mittee or the Board of Directors, whichever
next meets, shall hear and determine the charges
at a regular or special meeting. The Secretary
shall give to the Executive C mittee or the
Board, to the charged member, and to the
charging member, If any, at least 60 days of
notice, stating the time, place and purpose of
the meeting.

(6) At the hearing, the charged member,
the Association, and the charging member, may
be represented by counsel. Testimny shall be
under oath. All witnesses must testify in person
and be subject to cross examination. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Executive Com-
mittee or the Board of Directors, in executive
session, shall consider the charges, and may:

(i) Dismiss the charges, or
(ii) By a three-quarters vote, sustain

the charges, in whole or in part, and order the
suspension or expulsion previously resolved to
be in effect, or order a suspension for a definite
period in lieu of expulsion, or a shorter period
of suspension in lieu of the resolved suspension,
or censure the member without suspensiolp or
expulsion.

(7) In the event that neither the Board of
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Directors nor the Executive Commkt k in
session, and the Executive Vice PrqsIW 0 -in-
formed of any cause or conduct of a Imober
which in his opinie'. may be cause fore ns-
pension or expulsion of such member t
provisions of these Bylaws, he may d Withe
written consent of both the Pr sdn ad the
Vice Presidents, suspend such member unt
the conclusion of the next meeting of dhe oard
of Directors or the Executive
whichever shall first occur. Suchslia l.
shall become effective upon the maling to sa
member by irst class mail at his ad 6s a-
cording to the records of the Asocition of a
notice of said suspension which shall not re-
quire a statement of any grounds or reasons,
but shall refer to the provisions of this subsec-
tion of the Bylaws, and a copy of the Bylaws
shall be enclosed. If a resolution is passed at
said meeting pursuant to (1) or (2) above, the
suspension shall automatically be coninued
until final disposition of the charles under the
procedures outlined in (3) through (6) of this
subsection.

(8) In addition to the procedure other-
wise provided herein, Hearing Officers elected
as prescribed in Article IX. Section 2(d),
shall schedule and conduct a hearing as soon as
possible taking all testimony, compiling all ex-
hibits and making a complete record of all such
testimony and exhibits as may be presented,
which, when taken, compiled and completed, as
aforesaid, shall be presented, and submitted to
the next meeting of the Board of Directors, or
the Executive Committee, whichever first oc-
curs, for a decision on the merits of the case in
the manner and to the extent provided in Sec-
tion 9(e) (6) of this Article.

Section 10. Dudes of Members.
(a) It is the duty of each member to assist

in every feasible manner in promoting the
objects of the Association as set forth in Article
11 of these Bylaws and to act at all times and in
every matter in a manner befitting a sportsman
and a good citizen.

(b) It is the duty of the officers of organi-
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aton members to conduct the afirs of their
oranization n an efficient maner, In accord.
ne with tbeir organization byhas, and such
prgrams and regulations a may, from time to
time, be adopted by this Asso1ls1loO. Officers
of organization members sal matain proper
records and shall promptly render such reports
concerning membership, finans failities and
activities as may be requested fwm time to
time by the Association.

(c) It is the duty of o t n members
to maintain their shootng ranus in a state of
adequate repair, to operate te ranges in a
safe manner under propedy quaied super-
vision and to conduct a continuin program of
small arms instruction and compettion in com-
pliace with the regulations and program of the
Association as currently in effect.

ARTICLE IV
Board of Diroctmor

(a) The Board of Directors shall consist of
75 Directors. elected as provided in Article
V111 from lifetime members of the Association.
Each Director (excel Directors elected to fill
unexpired terms) shall hold office from the ad-
journment of the Annual Meeting of Members at
which his election is announced until the adjourn-
ment of the third Annual Meeting of Members
next following such election. The terms of office
of such Directors shall continue to be so arranged
that one-third shall expire at each Annual
Meeting of Members.

(b) The Executive Vice President, Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operations,
and Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action
shall be ex officio members of the Board of
Directors. with voice but without vote: pro-
vided, however, that the aforesaid officers shall
not attend or participate in executive sessions
of the Board of Directors except by special in-
vitation of the Board.
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policies manage and have ge ,vl s
of the asfits and property of the A4h~l
in accordance with applicable law adwtes
Bylaws. It shall elect from among its owawse-
bets a President and one or more Vice Pslm
dents. It shall also elect the Secretary 04, Tra-
surer of the Association. members of thedwEa
dve Committee, and may elect members to the
Executive Council. An vON e es h th
Board occuring betwm regular
for any reason shell e il ed by
who ran and low on the meo recet a'"
be/ot In rank order of nuober of -eWae
received; and each such person A ON"
unti the adournment of the next AnAW
Meeting of Menmbers. Any vacancy in the
Nominating Committee occurring between reug
ular annual elections may be filled by majority
vote of the Board of Directors.

Any Director, officer, or empoye of the
Association who Is also a nenbe of the
governin boy of any buswn,
or othe ent (whther as ftuste &*eo
so-owner, offer, paner, or " ae)
which does any business with the Assed-
lon In excess of $2,000 e within a year
or pursuant to any contract or contwt
originating withn a year shal
file a wdtten statement of al such buske
as to the nature and amont thereof, to the
best of his or her knowledge, with the
Secretary who shall transmit such state.
ment to the Board of Directors at Its next
meeting and who shall include all such
statements In the Secretary's report at the
next Annual Meeting of Members.

Section 3. Meetings.
(a) Regular Meetings. There shall be

three regular meetings of the Board of
Directors in each year. A first regular meet-
ing of the Board of Directors shall be held
within one week after the Annual Meeting
of Members and after the election and in-

O " the
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hit ee104"11 es h he eetdand
sh ther b s r aoed as may
properly come before the meetng. The
second reglar 0eetig of te Board of
Direcors shall he held aproxlmotely 120
days a ler Me Annual Meeting of Members.
The 1hkd reagular meeti of the Board of
Directors shall be held approximately 240
days after the Annual Meeting of Members.
The exact ifme and place of each meeting
may be determined by the Board of Direc.
tor at the previous meet/ng, reasonable
notice being given.

(b) Spedl Meelop. A special meeting of
the Board of Directors may be held at any
time on the call of the President. or by action
of the Executive Committee, or upon demand
in writing stating the object of the proposed
meeting and signed by not less than a majority
of the Board. Notice of the time, place and
object of such special meetingp shall be mailed
to each Director at least 30 days before the
date of holding such meetig.

() Qnm. At any reguad or special meet-
ing of the Board of Directors 25 members shall
constitute a quorum.

(d) Upon request of 20% of the membership
of the Board of Directors present, a roll call vote
shall be taken on any specified question. Every
such roll call vote, together with the
specified question, shall be published by
the Secretary In the offidel journal within 90
days.

ARTICLE V
Officers
Section 1. Number and Electon.

(a) The oflcers of the Association shall be
a President, one or more Vice Presidents, an
Executive Vice President, a Secretary, a Treas-
urer, an Executive Director of the National
Rifle Association General Operations, and an
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Executive Director of the National Rifle Asoci-
ation Institute for Legislative Action. The Presi
dent and Vice Presidents shall be elected by ad
from the Board of Directors. Except as odb-
wise provided in Section 2(c) hereof, the .
cers shall be elected annually by the Bosd of
Directors and shall serve until their s
have been eleted and qualed; providd
however, " tha rting wit the Zn;e;
Meeting In May IM the Exeutive Ve
Pr n shal be elected for a tM of *i
years by a mI*ty vote of the mbee"
present and enftiled to vote at anmail
or special members meeting, and, N so
olected by the members, he may not be M.

moved by the Board of Directors or any
other body or committee of te Assoh.
tion. The President may not succeed himself
more than once.

(b) The Board may not abolish sai
ofces nor create any other offios.

Section 2. Duties of Officers.
(a) President. The President shall preside at

all meetings of the Association, of the Board of
Directors and of the Executive Committee.
With the exceptions of the Nominating Com-
mittee and the Committee on Elections, the
President shall be an ex officio member, with
vote, of all committees, and shall perform all
such other duties as usually pertain in his office.

(b) Vice Presidents. The Vice President shall
perform the duties of the President in his ab-
sence or at his request. In case a vacancy shall
occur in the office of the President, the first
Vice President shall become President and shall
serve for the balance of the term. In case more
than one Vice President is elected by the Board
of Directors, each Vice President shall be desig-
nated in succession by number, and in case of a
vacancy shall succeed to the next higher office.
With the" exceptions of the Nominating Com-
mittee and Committee on Elections, the Vice
Presidents shall be ex officio members, with
vote, of all standing and special committees.
The Vice Presidents shall perform such duties
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as may be delegated by the Pridnt or as-
Sigd by either the President or the Board
of Directors.

(c) Execudve Vie Preside. The Executive
Vice President s" conduct the Affairs of the
Association in _cordame with the programs
and policies estblished by te Board of Direc-
40os. m his authorties, the Executive Vice

tshall b m red to: (1) appoint.
s with or w pay, or remove the

tive D~ of the National Rifle Asso.
ciation General Operations or the Executive
Director of the National Rifle Association In.
stitute for Legislative Action: (2) suspend with
pay the Secmary or the Treasurer until the next
meeting of the Executive Committee or the
Board of Directors. whichever first occurs; and
(3) employ, suspend with or without pay. or
dismiss any employee. He shall serve as the
Association's representative on the Executive
Board of the United States Olympic Committee
and Deleate to the Garal Assembly of the In-
ter io shooting Unon.

(d) Seratry. The Secretary, under the di-
rection of the Executive Vice President, shall
have the following duties: he'shall have charge
of the archives of the Association; he shall at-
tend to the proper publication of official no-
tices and reports, attest documents and perform
such other duties as usually pertain to his
office; and he shall have such other duties as
may be assigned to him from time to time by
the Executive Vice President. He shall be Sec-
retary of the Board of Directors and of the
Executive Committee.

(e) Treasurer. The Treasurer, under the di-
rection of the Executive Vice President, shall
have charge of the books of account of the
Association. He shall assist a firm of Certified
Public Accountants selected by the Board of
Directors to make an annual audit of the Asso-
ciation's books of account and prepare a state-
ment of financial condition as of the close of
each fiscal year as may be established by the
Board of Directors, and shall furnish a copy of
such statement, together with the certificate of
audit, to each member of the Board of Direc-

-,



Atle V. Sec. 2
ton. The funds of the Association shal be
placed in such bank or banks as may be ded#-
nated by the Board of Directors. The Trser
shall have such other duties as may be asiped
to him from time to time by the Executive
President.

() Eecutdve Dkector ofte Naelm Ills
Asola, Gerd Oeratjo . The Exemotiw
Director of the National Rifle Assocatios Gen-
erd Operations shall have such powers ad
duties as delegated to him from time to dte
by the Executive Vice President. In case of a
vacancy in the office of the Executive Vice
President, the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operaions
shall automatically become the Executive Vic
President and serve as such until the next
Annual Meeting of Members, at whch time
a now election of the Executive Vie PM-
ident wil be beld by the members

( Execve Director of the Nadod Rie
Assoct lastitue for LgIsatveAds.
The Executive Director of the National AM
Association Instilute for Legislative Acmn
shall, under the direction of the Executive
Vice President, conduct the legislativ, le-
gal, informational, lund raising actidvtie,
operational, administrative and financIal
affairs of the Institute in accordance with the
programs and policies established by the Board
of Directors. The Executive Director of the
Institute shall appoint a Fiscal Officer who shall
have charge of the books of account of the
Institute, and said Fiscal Officer shall assist the
firm of Certified Public Accountants selected
to make an annual audit of the books of ac-
count of the Institute, and in the preparation of
a statement of financial condition of the Insti-
tute to be included as a part of the audit and
incorporated in the statement of condition of
the National Rifle Association of America re-
ferred to in subsection 2(e) of this Article. The
funds donated to the Association for the use of
the Institute or allocated and transferred by
direction of the Board of Directors from the
Association's other funds, or which are other-
wise received by the lnstittitc, shall be placed
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In such bank or banks, as may be designated bY
the Board of Directors in accounts designated
as "The National Rifle Association-Institute
Account," and may be withdrawn only on
checks signed by the Fiscal Officer of the insti-
tute and such other signatures as the Board of
Directors may prescribe: provided, however,
that the Board of Directors may authorize the
establishment of special accounts for specific
operations or for the payment of routine bills
not requiring the Fiscal Officer's signature.
Once each fiscal year the Treasurer of the As-
sociation shall conduct an internal audit of the
books of the Institute and of its general finan-
cial condition. The Executive Director. Fiscal
Officer and the staff of the Institute shall assist
the Treasurer in such internal audit.

Secdom 3. se ad RewaL
Any officer of the Association (other than

the Executive Vice President) may be sus-
pended with or without cause by the Executive
Committee by a three-ouths affirmative vote
of the members of the Executive Committee
present at any regular or special meeting. such
suspension to be effective until the next meet-
ing, either regular or special, of the Board of
Directors. Any such officer may be removed
with or without cause by the Board of Direc-
tors. by a three-fourths vote of the members of
the Board of Directors present at any regular
or special meeting of the Board of Directors.
No vote on suspension or removal may be taken
unless at least 15 days notice in writing shall
have been given to the officer of the charges
preferred and of the time and place of the
meeting of the Executive Committee or of the
Board of Directors, at which such charges will
be considered. Notice of the time, place and
object of such meeting. with a full copy of the
charges preferred shall be mailed to each mem-
ber of the Executive Committee or of the Board
of Directors at least 15 days in advance of
the meeting. At such meeting the officer against
whom charges have been preferred shall be
accorded a full hearing and may be represented
by counsel.
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Exep asoterwise oftvidd in ec*

and (f) hereof, in the event of te d" ,
nation, suspension, removal or mn •
ability of any offlcer, the vac h
caused may be lled by the e
tee until the next meeting of the 90 01
rectors. Except as otherwise prvied I Sc
tioa 2(b) and (c). hereof, the Board of Dine.
toes shall elect a replacement to serve fout di
balance of the term of any such officer.

Secds L Compe.
No oficer Director or member of the Ixsu.

tive Counci shall receive any swes* or9 .
ment unless specifically aMhor4id by i
tion of the Board of DirectoM but A so*
persons shall be entitled to reimbursemo or
expenses incurred on behalf of the .sol
to such extent as may be authodzed or ip-
proved by the Board of Directors.

SeedU .Bowd&
All officers and employees handlin mones

of the Association shall be bonded in suc
amount as may be detemined by the Dosed of
Directors. The expense of furnishin such
bonds shall be paid by the Asociatio.

ARTICLE VI
Executive Committee
Section 1. Membership.

(a) There shall be an Executive Committee
consisting of the President, any Vice President,
and 20 members elected from the Board of
Directors, as herein provided.

(b) The 20 members of the Executive Com-
mittee nominated by the Nominating Commit-
tee or from the floor at any meeting of the
Board of Directors, and elected annually by and
from said Board, shall serve until their succes-
sors are elected and qualified.

(c) The Executive Vice President, the Sec-
retary, the Treasurer, the Executive Director
of the National Rifle Association General Op-
erations, and the Executive Director of the Na-

Vt. sec. I

Exec-
~Ibut vote,
d officersAs Rc eutive ses-

l except by

SOW .. Pas 4.1 xeldseuv Cominitee.
1U Espuetw CNK. thall exercise all

te,: 00 ofte Doswd of D Waor when said
Do k suls, other ta the power to:

(a) RpWato amend the 3$mws. or adopt
flew YOMw

ft v *s on dtheDoswd of Directors

() P, heof Directors;
(4) Ream a Dirco, with or without

cause;

(0) Am d or repOeany resolution of the
Bosd i" by its teemthall sot be amend-

(tt) d sd di a fundamental

olview orulkp § cy of the Asso-

( Appwre t matters to the
er or t them any action

requiting member pra the applica-
ble Statute;

(h) Purchase, sell, mortgg, or lease real
property of the Associatio, or adopt a corpor-
ate resolution recommending the sale, lease,
excliane or other disposition of all or substan-
tially all the assets of the Association, or au-
thorize major new construction;

(i) Present a petition for judicial dissolution,
or to adopt plans of merger, consolidation, or
nonjudicial dissolution;

(j) Authorize indemnification of Officers,
Directors, members of the Executive Council,
or employees; or

(k) Formulate such other corporate policy
decisions or perform corporate activities of the
Association of such major significance as to
warrant action by the full Board of Directors.
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A vacancy in the Executive C4,0410 may
be Ailed by a majority vote of the a** Board
of Directors.

Section 4. Meeting of the Exe v Cw

(a) Meeingsof the Exe#*q COpmlt-_
tee s/I be hod on the a@reaenat no bei'ng i#von

(b) A special meeing shll ecU ld by thea
President at any time upon dme i itig
stat the object of the ptoposedult and
signed by not less than a majorityI O c a rn
mittee. Notice of the time, place anm t , of
such special meetings shall be msaled to eac
member of the committee at least te days be-
fore the date of holding such meetngp

(c) Eleven members of the Executive Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VII
Executive Council

There shall be an Executive Council which
shall be advisory to the Executive Committee
and the Board of Directors. Any member of
this Association whose advice and counsel, in
the opinion of the Board of Directors, will be
valuable to the continuing welfare of the Asso-
ciation may be elected thereto for life by said
Board of Directors. The members of the Exec-
utive Council shall have the right to sit with the
Executive Committee and the Board of Direc-
tors at all regular and spccial meetings, includ-
ing executive sessions thercof, with voice but
without vote. The Excutive Council shall per-
form such acts and duties as may be specifically
delegated to it by these Bylaws. or by the
President. the Exccutive Committee or the
Board of Directors.

Sec. 1
ARTICLE VIII

Nomination OW Elecion Pr
Section 1. Nomlnadg Coimmne.

(a) At each regular meeting of the Board
of Directora next following the Annual
Meeting of Members, the Board shall elect,
by secret ballot, a Nolnvetlng Committee
which shall be responsible for nomination
of Directors, members of the Executive
Committee, and officers who are to be
elected at the next annual meeting of mem.
ben or at a subsequent meeting of the
Board of Directors. The Nom g Com.
mittee shall also serve as an appeals board
of first resort by members seeking to con.
test a ruling by the Secretary of the Asso-
ciation as to the validity of a petition for
nomination of a candidate to, or for re-
moval by recall of an oflceholder from,
elected office in the Asoc/aton.

(b) The Nominating Committee shall be
composed of nine members entitled to
vote, no more than six of whom shall be
members of the Board of Directors or Ex-
ecutive Council. Nominations for election
to the Nominating Committee shall be
made from the floor. Following the close
of nominations for membership on the
Nominating Committee, each Director
present at the meeting shall receive one
ballot listing the nominees, on which he is
entitled to cast not more than one vote for
each of nine nominees, of whom not more
than six may be members of the Board
of Directors or the Executive Council. All
nominees for the Nominating Committee
shall be voted on together, with the nine
receiving the greatest number of votes
being elected; provided, however, that no
more than six nominees who are members
of the Board of Directors or Executive
Council shall be elected. In case of a tie
for the last vacancy, a run-off vote shall be
conducted between the nominees tied. A
Director whose term expires at the end of

20 21
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the enung year shl ot be *NOW* 1*W

Notwl4hotslg amy othcer *e' * W
oe UeSwa, no OeswN elecd to th
Nongpafero salltee sellgbe f Iv tor

*etoas a Direr deigthelm ,w at
the NolnstLng CxW1OemaulFle toW wO ofth was
electd; nor sholl ay ofce he 0, Oseiube
or Ox o60i66o nmeR& of thON ima tn

(c) No person shtall be eligible for, eection
to the Nominating Committee more often than
once every five years

Section 2. Nomwation and Eleem of

(a) Directors shall be dected from among the
lifetime members of the Associaton. Annma
nominatios to fill vacancis on the Board of
Directors shall be made by the Ninating Com-
mittee and by the members throg tepedtion
proems described in this Article. Annual eectons
shll be by mail ballot vote of memnbs etitled to
vote. The Committee on Eletos shll be
responible for the tabulation of the vots and
shall report the results of the dection a the An.
pual Meeting of Members. The provisions of this
Arice do not apply to the filling of interim
vacancies on the Board of Directors, as provided
in Artice IV, Section 2.

(b) Not later than 150 days prior to each
Annual Meeting of Members, the Secretary
shall notify all individual and organization
members of the date and place of such Annual
Meeting, of the date and place of the meeting of
the Nominating Committee at which nomina-
tions for Director will be made, and of the pro-
cedure for nomination and election of Directors.
The notice shall be accompanied by a blank
form requesting the recommendation of suitable
nominees to be considered by the Nominating
Committee. An individual or organization mem-
ber may make one or more recommendations.
The Secretary shall again give notification of the
Annual Meeting of Members by publication in
the official journal of the Association not less

AiIg VIII. Sec 2

than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the
time of such Annual Meeting of Members.

() Recommendations for nomination by the
Nominating Committee must be received by the
Association not less than ten days prior to the
published date of the meeting of the Nominating
Committee to select nominees for the office of
Director. The Secretary shall promptly confirm
the eligibility of persons recommended and
transmit the recommendations to the Nomi-
nating Committee.

(d) Not less than 180 days prior to the
Annual Meeting of Members the Nominating
Committee shall meet to select nominees for
the office of Director. The date of this meeting
of the Nominating Committee shall be published
in the official journal of the Association prior to
the aforesaid meeting. The Nominating Com-
mittee shall select from among the members
entitled to hold the office of Director a list of
nominees. Not less than 60 days prior to the
Annual Meeting of Members, the names of the
nominees selected by the Nominating Commit-
tee and by the petition process described in
Section 3 shall be published in the official jour-
nal of the Association, together with a short
biographical sketch of each.

(e) Between 60 and 45 days prior to the date of
the Annual Meeting of Members, the Secretary
shall mail a printed ballot to each member entided
to vote, directed to his last address on record with
the Secretary; provided, however, that to receive
said ballot a properly completed, fully paid ap-
plication for lifetime membership must have been
received by the Secretary on or before the 50th
day prior to the Annual Meeting of Members, or
an annual member must have five or more years
of consecutive membership, as shown in the
Association's membership records, on the 50th
day prior to the date of the Annual Meeting at
which the election of directors is announced. The
ballot shall list thereon the names of all nominees
proposed by the Nominating Committee, or as
nominated pursuant to the provisions of Section 3
hereof. The order of the names on the ballot shall
be rotated as determined by the Committee on
Elections. The ballot shall provide blank spaces
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the m -anie to be filed. A return m .hp,.meens for uhetia indncudin am be

signature and address of the member, be
enclosed with each ballot. The final date oa or
before which the lefot must be received by: the
Association in order for it to be counted dl be
shown clerly on the face of the ballot.

(f) A member eligible and desiring to vote
shall clearly mark his ballot for his choice of
Directors. He may make his selection fm the
list of nominees printed on said balot, or be
may write in, in lieu of one or more suchmoi-
nees, the name or namet.- of other member
whom he believes to be eligible to hold the
office of Director. In either event, if hIs b*et
is to be valid, he must not vote for a amber
greater than the total number of Directo= to be
elected. Having marked his ballot and signd
the authentication, the member must elac and
seal the ballot in the return envelope. Any ballot
received by the Association later than the 20th
day preceding the date of the Annual Meeting
of Members shall be invalid and shall not be
opened or counted.

() Prior to the Annual Meeting of Members
the President each year shall appoint a Ca
mittee on Elections, no members of which Shall
themselves be nominees for election to the office
of Director, to conduct the election of Dictor
It shall be the duty of the Committee on Elec-
tions to determine whether every member
elected to the office of Director is eligible
to hold the office. The Executive Vice Presi-
dent shall, at the request of the President or the
Committee Chairman, make available such
employees of the Association as may be neces-
sary to assist the Committee in the examination
and validation of the ballots as set forth in sub-
section (h) of this section.

(h) Upon the receipt of a ballot by the Asso-
ciation on or before the prescribed latest date,
the Committee on Elections shall verify the
name of the voter against the rolls of members
entitled to vote, and verify the eligibility to hold
the office of Director of any write-in names on
the ballot. A ballot shall be invalid if not cast on

her entitled to vote; or if the voter has already
voted; or if the ballot is not clearly marked; or
if the ballot contains more than ome vote for a
single candidate; or if the ballot contains votes
for more than the number who are to be elected
Directors. 1o ballot shall be invalidated for

failure to contain a vowe for one person for
each of the vacancies to be filled at said ejection.

(I) A ballot judged invalid shall have the
reason noted thereon and be initiale by the
person who examined it. All ballots, whether
judged valid or invalid, and all returned enve-
lopes, including authentication, shall be pre-
served by the Association for 120 days. Up to
that time, any member entitled to vote may
make application to the Executive Committee
or the Board of Directors, whichever shall meet
first, for a canvass or recount upon such terms

adconditions as that body may prescribe, and
for redress thereafter, if appropriate. if no such
application is made befor the time herein
specified, all protests and grievances concerning
the election shall be deemed to have been
waived, and the ballots and return envelopes
includin g authentications may then be de-

stroyed.(j) The Committee on Elections shall serve
as election tellers and the chairman of the cam-
mitnee shall announce the results of the election
when called upon to do so by the presiding ofi-
cer at the Annual Meeting of Members. The
chairman of the Committee on Elections shall
include in his report the total number of ballots
received, the total number of all ballots judged
valid and judged invalid, and the total number
of votes received by each person. The chairman
shall declare elected to regular three-year terms
those persons who, in numbers equal to the
number of such vacancies, receive the largest
number of the votes cast; and shall declare
elected to specified incomplete terms, if any,
beginning with the longest remaining incom-
plete term or terms, those persons who receive
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the next largest number of vote ai the
event of a tie ot between two of sft;;
for the last vacancy to be Sled In 0s-m at
issue. the tie shall be decided by a mdyvt
of the members entitled to vote ad*1s=ent
and voting at the Annual Meeting .(tb bers.

(k) The results of the election bym blo
as announced at the annual aweti "l be
published in the Official Journal withIn 9 days
after such announcement.

Sf-ed.3. Nowimae of a Direels by :"d"I.
(8) In " on to suc puea

slec-ted by te No 01 s
provided 111 scon 2 of ti Arm, an. I-
dividual quaifed to hold lt, mOW be
nomiae for Director by pelftief te

(b) Not mom than 45 days A he an-
nounced date of the meeting Of theNominating Committee to slet nomess
for the office of Director, ay member
("sponsoe7 may submit to the Se try
pettons adfn for the no m of a
quaf member for the offieof Dor.
The Sectay shapres r be tf t of
th pe and aniMs kom qlest.
No petiin for " a ofea adte for
the ofice of Do shll Contain 9 nme
of more than one proposed nomne, nor
shall a petition be submitted to the
Secretary which contain& the name of more
than one nominee per sheet. No petto for
nomination of a candidate for the office of
Director shall be valid without his or her
written permission ified with the Secoetary
on or before the last day for submission of
petitions. The petition may contain a brief
resume approved by the prospective
nominee. The name of a sponsor shall be
indicated on each sheet of the petition.
Such petitions must bear the signatures,
names, membership identification numbers,
addresses and date of signing of no less
than two hundred fifty members elgibl to
vote. A petition nominee shall be from the
state of his principal place of reskidce, and

Aft* I, Sec,. 3
not mow then five petition namines shall
be from any one state durn anvone ywr.
In the event twe are pettions IraMeW than
five nominees from one msta, the five pro.
posed nominees who have the gratest
number of signatures on the petitions shall
be nominated; provided, however, that In
case of ties, the Nominating Committee
shall select by lot among those having the
same number of petition signatures. In no
event shall the date of signing be prior to
the adjournment of the most re"nt annual
meeting of members.

(C) The Secretary sIll Immefdtely dater.
mine te vaidity of a# peiktm relved and
the oligibllty of all signatories to vote.

(d) In the event the petition shall have
been found Invalid, the Secretary shall Im-
medlately notify the proposed nominee and
the sponsors) stating the reasons for such
ruling. The proposed nominee or a sponsor
may appeal this ruling to the Nominating
Committee within fourteen days of such
notce, and said Committee shall not cert
a slate of nominees until the appeal shaft
have been considered by said Committee.
If the petition Is ruled valid by the
Nominating Committee, the proposed
nominee shall be certified as a nominee. If
the petition is denied by the Nominating
Committee, the proposed nominee or a
sponsor may appeal to the Board of Direc-
tors who shall act on the appeal at the next
Board meeting. If said Board rules the peti-
tion valid, the proposed nominee shall be
declared a nominee for the next annual elec-
tion of Directors.

(e) In both the official Journal and on the
official ballot, no persons nominated by
petition nor by the Nominating Committee
shall be so designated.

(f) All applicable rules of Section 2 of
this Article shall apply equally to all neom-
inees, whether selected by petition or the
Nominating Committee.

0
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ARTICLE IX
Removal of Association Officlals by Recall
Section 1. Petidon for Removal by Recal.

Notwithstanding any other prove of
these Bylaws, any voting member of e
Association or- any organization wember
("sponsor") may In a single potu O/
for the removal of one or more ere,
Directors, or members of the Eeroelve
Council, In the manner heriafter Pro-
vided.

Section 2. Procedure.
(a) Not less than 150 days prier to any

Annual Meeting of Members of the Asso-
ciation, any member entitled to vote or any
organization member of the Assoc
('sponsor"), may submit to the Screary
of the Association a petition in writng
which calls for or proposes such removal.

(b) In order to be valid:
(1) Such petition for removal shall con.

tain the names, addresses, mmbersmp
identification numbers, signatures and
dates of signing of not less than 40
members of the Association entled to
vote.

(2) At least three states of the United
States of America shall be represented on
the petition by te signatures of no tower
than 100 residents of said respective state,
as reflected by each signator's last ad-
dress of record furnished to the Secretary.

(3) Such petition shall contain no signa-
ture for which the date of signing Is prior
to the adjournment of the most recent An.
nual Meeting of Members.

(4) Such petition shall clearly state that
it may be withdrawn by the sponsor with-
out notice to, or approval by, the signators.

(c) The Secretary shall immediately de-
termine the eligibility of all petition signs.
tories to vote. In the event a petition is
ruled invalid by the Secretary, he shall im-
mediately notify the sponsor of the peU-
tion, stating the reasons for such ruling.

Arlot IX. Sec. 2
The sponsor may appeal this ruling to the
Nominating Committee within fourteen
days of such notie. l the appeal to the
Nominating Committee Is denied, the spon.
sor may appeal to the Board of Directors
or the Executive Committee, whichever
shall firt meet, and that body shall act on
the appeal at Its next meeting, and the
decision of that body shall be final.

(d) In the even that the petition Is ruled
valid, the Nominating Committee shall
elect from its own membership three Hear.
ing Officers, none of whom are subjects of
the petition for removal under considers.
tion, and not more than two of whom shall
be members of the Board of Directors or
of the Executive Council. The Hearing Offi-
cers shall choose a chairman from their
membership.

(e) N the petition for removal is ruled
valid by the Secretary or, upon appeal, by
the Nominatig Committee, Executive
Committee, or Board of Directors, the
Hearing Officers shall schedule and con-
duct a hearing as soon as possible at a
time and place convenient to the person
or persons whose removal Is being peti-
tioned, shall make a complete record of
all testimony and exhibits presented, and
within thirty days of the ruling as to the
validity of the recall petition shall prepare
a written opinion, or a majority opinion and
minority view, and a recommendation con-
cerning a disposition of the issue.

() At the time the Secretary mails out
printed ballots to each member of record
entitled to vote for the election of Direc-
tors, as provided in Article VIII, Section
2(e), he shall also enclose the printed re-
call ballot containing the name and office
for each such person whose removal was
patitIoned, together with a copy of the rec-
ommendation of the Hearing Officers, in-
cluding the minority view if the recommen-
dation is not unanimous. Statements not
exceeding five hundred words may also be
enclosed In the mailing at their option by
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Article IX. Sec. 2
the sponsor of the petition for recall and
by each person whose removal was peti.
tioned. The recall ballot shall state as
follows:

"Shall (name of office-holder) be re-
moved from membership on the Board
of Directors?" (or the Excute 0W
c€l, or other specifc office In the As.
soclation).

(g) In the recall voting procede,
applicable provisions of Artile VIII, Sac.
tion 2, paragraphs (f), (g), (h), (1), and (1)
of these Bylaws shall apply to the use and
authentication of prescribed official ba llot
forms, their validation, the counting of
votes, and the announcement of result.

(h) f a majority of votes cast by mem-
bars of record entitled to vote shall call
for the removal of one or more offcers,
Directors, or members of the Executive
Council, the removal shall be offectve m-
medltoly upon certification of the results
of a mail ballot recall procedure by the
Secretary.

(i) In any event, the Secretary shall Im-
mediately notify the person or persons
whose removal was petitioned and voted
upon as to the results of a mall recall bal-
lot, shall simultaneously inform the officeis
and Directors of the Association of such
results and whether a resulting vacancy or
vacancies exist, and shall cause the results
of such recall vote to be published in an
official publication of the Association as
soon as possible.
() At any stage of the proceedings un-

der this Article, the sponsor of a petition
may, with the written consent of the person
against whom the recall petition was di.
rected, withdraw the petition or otherwise
terminate the proceedings provided for
under this Article by so requesting in writ.
ing. At the written request of the person
against whom the petition was directed, an
announcement of the withdrawal or termi.
nation shall be published forthwith in the
official journal of the Association.

30
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Section 3. Filing of Vacanele Creasol by Re.

moval o OfceHclder by Member.ddp.
In the event an OMer o Director Is re.

moved by recall vote of the membership,
the Board of Diectors way select a re.
placement to serve unwitme next regular
election of such o~er(s) or Director(s)
pursuM to mte plresions of Arle V0
Section 4 for officers and Article IV, Sec.
tion 2 for Directors; provied, however,
that no person removed rom office by the
membership shall be returned to that office
by the Board of Directors acting under this
provision.

ARTICLE X
National Rifle Association Institute for Leg.
islative Action.

Section 1. Name and Function.
The National Rfle Association Institute

for Legislative Action shall have sole re-
sponsibility to administer the legislative,
legal, Informational and fund raising activ-
itles of the Association relating to the de-
tense or furtherance of the right to keep
and bear arms, In accordance with the
objectives and policies established by the
Board of Directors.

Section 2. Officers.
The Executive Director and Fiscal Officer

shall have the duties set forth in Article V. Sec-
tion 2(g). The Executive Director shall be in
general charge of the Institute, shaU be respon-
sible for hiring, firing and establishing salary
schedules for the remaining staff of the Insti-
tute, in accordance with the approved budget
and other directives of the Board of Directors.
Secdon 3. Planning.

At least annually the Executive Director shall
prepare and submit to the Board of Directors
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An* X. Sec. 3

for approval a detailed plan of actoe In the
following areas:

(a) Federal legislative activity.
(b) Legislative action organization develop-

ment and operation in the political subditions
of the United States.

(c) Legal action.
(d) Legislative information pthering and

dissemination.
(e) Such other legislative activity as may be

advisable.
(0 Fund raising for the above activities.

Secos 4. Rqw1LU

In addition to the planning recommendation
under Section 3, the Executive Directmr shall
report to the Board of Directors and the Execu-
tive Committee at each meeting thered as to
the activities of the Institute. The reor shall
indicate specifically all necessary
by the Association and its Institute wi the
applicable Federal, state and local laws reglat-
ing legislative activity.

Secd.o 5. Diretives.
The Board of Directors shall by resolution

from time to time set the legislative, -
tion. political education, and informatio ob-
jectives and policies of the Association relating
to the defense or furtherance of the right to
keep and bear arms, and shall give specific
directions to the Institute in these and such
other matters as the Board shall deem advisable.

Section 6. Prohibition of Political Contrbudow.
Neither the Association, its Institute for Leg-

islative Action, nor any officer, Director, em-
ployee, or agent acting on behalf of the Associa-
tion or its Institute for Legislative Action, shall
make any contribution to a political campaign.
candidate, or political committee.

ARTICLE Xl
Standing and Special Committees of the
Association.

32

(a) The standiag
tion ar as follows:
Air Ovt
Audit
Black Powder
"laws & RolutionCks& Assodedoes

Compe6"tilo. Mkls &
umaudom & Training

FinaneOrnts-ta-Ald
Gun Cfesr
Wg" Proww=R~
Hunina & WildlifeConmmio

committees of the Associa-

unorftLaw loforcemem
Auhtam

Lepl Action
Ltslative Policy

Prolest
Public Affairs
w Development

Silouette
Smallbore Rie
Women's Policies

•Members elected by t Board of Directors, pursant
to Artice Viii, Secton 1.
(b) At least once each year, each standing com-

mittee shall submit a written report through theSecrM of the Associton to the Board of
Directors at a repar meeting of the Board, and
at such other time as may be reqused by the
President. It may also make written rports and
recommendations to the Board or to the Ex-
ecutive Commitee at any regular or special

ec.2. SpcalCmuuues
The President or the Board of Directors may

establish such special committees of the Asso-
ciation as may be deemed necessary from time
to time to fulfill the objectives of the Associa-
tion. Each special committee will report at such
time and place as may be specified by the
President or the Board of Directors.

Section 3. Committee Members Appointed by
President.

Except as otherwise provided in Article VI,
Section I(b), for the election of members of the
Executive Committee, and in Article VIII, Sec-
tion 1, for the election of members of the Nomi-
nating Committee, members of the Board of
Directors or of the Executive Council or other
members of the Association in good standing
may be appointed by the President to member-
ship on such standing and special committees of
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at . m uo
the Ass owe.ade sad m hs
been de ted smac authoty by a tpm
adated by a ma*rt of do o* ea iire -at, o

No spei or atmadlg com t of to
goo a or athe Aso tl h eudlh ow,
powers so tohe u Cm

s,,d 6.c .m, m/a ,, di

pon and ad hoc cmls
from among the pembers of their respective
full committee, as the chairman deems nees-
safy. Official meetings of committees or sub-
groups thereof shalt be authorized by the Presi-
dent or. in his absence, by a Vice President or
the Executive Vice President. The Chairman
shall inform the Secretary, who will issue the
official notice for such meeting.
Secdon 7. Statn of Salaried Officers.

With the exception of the Nominating Com-
mittee and the Committee on Elections, the
Executive Vice President, the Secretary, the
Treasurer, the Executive Director of the Na-
tional Rifle Association General Operations,
and the Executive Director of the National Rifle
Association Institute for Legislative Action shall
be cx officio members, with voice but without
vote, of all standing and special committees,

ARTIE XHI

The Asoelalos hs W*hve aCorIP0rae seal
bea " gthe ors .dItI socation
of AmeifaCt prt SeaL" T he Sodl which is

m on, d.! Id tbse l4aws is

ARTICLE XIV
Order of BuSlne
SSea L Order of NDsa

The following shall be the reguar order of
business at all metigs of the members, the
Board of Directors or the Excutive Committee:

I. Roll Call.
2. Approve minutes of previous meeting.
3. Reports of offlcrs.
4. Fill vacancies and conduct prescribed

elections.
5. Reports of committees and committee

resolutions.
6. Special Orders.
7. Unfinished business and General Orders.
S. New business.
9. Resolutions.
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Aarice XIV. Sec. 2 Aftie XV. Sec. I
at the previous regular meeting of si
Board, or has been sent In writing by mall
to every member of the Board listed in the
most recent Official Directory not less than
thirty days prior to the scheduled Board
meeting. To qualify under this Section, the
proposed amendment must be signed by
at least two members of the Board of Di.
rectors or alternatively by two hundred ffty
members of the Association entitled to
vote.

Section 2. Amendments by tee Memberip.

secion2. Lam ay A l d POb.
memtaurim.

(a) Parliamentary Authority. RoberU Rules
of Order Newly Revised shall goven the de-
liberations of all meetings of the members,
Board of Directors and Executive Committee
unless specific exceptions are made berei.

(b) Parliamentarian. The President may ap-
point an official Parliamentarian of the Asso-
ciation, who shall serve at the pleasne of the
President.
Section 3. Taking of Votes at Annual Meetng

of Members.
(a) The casting of votes at the Annual

Meeting of Members shall be by showing
of voting credentials, and shall be by paper
ballots on a showing of voting cred ntIs
of one hundred members entited te vote
requesting such paper balloting or upon
request of the chair.

(b) Paper ballots at the Annual Meeng
of Members shall be collected and /ne-
diately placed in custody of a certfed pub-
1k accountant who shall immedialy count
them and without unnecessary delay shaell
certify the result of the count to the Chair
at the meeting, and the paper ballot shall
thereafter be preserved by the accountant
for 180 days, and thereafter the accountant
shall deliver the ballots to the Secretary
for preservation until the adjournment of
the next Annual Meeting of Members and
until such further times, if any, as decided
by vote of the members or, to the extent not
Inconsistent therewith, by the President.

ARTICLE XV
Amendments
Section 1. Amendments by the Bard of

Directors.
These Bylaws may be amended at any

regular meeting of the Board of Directors
by a majority vote, provided that the
amendment has been submifted in writing
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(a) These Bylaws may be amended at any
meeting of members by an affirmtive vote
of a mqloty of the members present who
are entitled to vote. Proposals fer changes
In the Bylaws, to be voted upon by the
membership at an Annual Meeting of
Members must first be printed In the Official
Journal of the Association not less than 45
days or more than 90 days before the An-
nual Meeting of Members.

(b) Proposals for changes In the Bylaws
to be voted upon by the membership at an
Annual Meeting of Members may be made
by a majority vote of the Board of Directors
at any regular meeting. Such proposals
must be signed by at least two members of
the Board of Directors and be submiffed In
writing at the previous regular meeting of
said Board, or be sent In writing by mail to
every member of the Board listed In the
most recent Official Directory not less than
forty-five days prior to the scheduled Board
meeting.

(c) Proposals for changes in the Bylaws
to be voted upon by the membership at an
Annual Meeting of Members may be made
by petition of at least 500 members entitled
to vote received at the Headquarters of the
Association by December 1st of the year im-
mediately preceding said Annual Meeting of
Members.

(d) Each such proposal shall be moved on
the floor of the Annual Meeting of Members
by a member of the Board of Directors in



A00cl XV. 2
cas such Proposal wa made by the
an shaM be, movd by a petiton
cas such proposal was made by p .
All debate for and against such pr e
shall be presented frm the floor and not l
podium.

Section 3. Germane AuiedmetLs.
Notice of specfc amendments propued

shall not preclude amendment beb
made from the floor which are geromae to
the specifcally proposed amendmerd

Section 4. Authority to Amend or Raped.
Any Bylaw adopted by the Board M

be amended or repealed by the me!de9
and any Bylaw adopted by the MeMbes
may be amended or repealed by the 80s00,
unless otherwise provided In the B ws
adopted by the members. Bylaws adopted
by the members which are not to be re-
pealed or amended by the Board shaM be
printed in bold-face Italics.

k1.t sheNaioaw RIO A*ghIQ64t, Muica
sw J* suhwIS.t1PO

1o binding aNbkstionm 'Ay sue such
issn, directly sad so vlfy leo 'mo ii-
tion as a National Give*r Do~** or any
issue, and only such Isu, dr ft d solely
involving the opportunity of any t!pr ath-
Iee, coach, traine, ma er, ia or or
ofial to particiate in amateur ati com-
Petition, as lo-ided In the itin and
Dylws of the US.O.C. Said arbitra-
tion shah be conducted In acc wih the
commercial rules of the American Arbitration
Association.

ARTICLE XVIII
PublIcation of Resolutions

All resolutions passed by the Board of Direc-
tors or by the members, shall be published in the
off'cial journal within 90 days when the resolu-
tion specifies that it shall be published.

ARTICLE XVI
Headquarters

The Headquarters offices of the Assocs.
lion shall be located In Washington, D.C.
and shall not be moved, nor shall the buid-
ings or real estate owned by the Associ.
tion located at or adjoining 1600 Rhode
Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C., be
sold or leased, except with the approval of
the membership at an annual or special
meeting of the members.

ARTICLE XVII
Maintenance of U.S.O.C. Recognition as
National Governing Body

In compliance with the provisions of Section
201(bX3) of the Amateur Sports Act of 1978,
in order to maintain its recognition by the
United States Olympic Committee as the Na-
tional Governing Body for the sport of shoot-
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On -reading sad fili o thoe .ei ftse t

of The Iatfoal Rinle AsmWS~ooti6a sd at' io et f ot$

oublotion f'or six weeks of the uottle of toi ,titUIl

low on smotion of Gee.. OL @atttIOs At41*" 07

'or said ",oietIOn, it •u 0 ea u to tue sastlotuSm or this"

Court, that such notice hae been Vb LI^ se d: It toia wU0loIOM

tion is gode in umsnfoe of ae rsol'Ition of th11 1troot1 otf sI'd

Oervoration' and that there t•3o r.00 oab1O .bGeAtiS "o ai

O0"orati ohasntia its n*o:

Ordered that the said fte Vltiosal Rifle Aooiation*

be. and the same is hereby sauthoriled to seemsN its Promed new

corposat ame and be known as "The RatInaoIL Rlinleesocitio of

And it is ov1rther ordered that this order be eublished,

at least once in each week for four weets, in the *Turf lied end

Farm', a neyenanor oublished in Vew York Oounty.

A Cony

Henry A. Oumbletin

Clerk
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co puTIFCT or NxTENsIoOF 0FMIPQAND TO ROVIDE A STATED NINIU 3 .0F "'11 NATIONAL RIFL ASSOCITfOW OF 4UftPURSUANT TO SBCTIOX ... ..!
or ?IS3 WWWRsIP CORPOSRATonI i

,j.e Copsonli , .te,,.

It f U 1S I . and a certified copy thereof was filed In t"e offle of
010 set of Stat. of New York on November 20, 1871.

So Ifollowing purposes are to be added to those stated I iW e ilo
fleatO tlaorporatIon;

'VAd $o promote social wel'are and public safety, law end order, eOd
the ASUMal defene; to educate and train citizens of good repute In the se.
and efficient handling of small arms, and in t.e technique of doip, Wodue-
tics and group instruction;to increase thie knowledge of small aim end po.
mot efericemy in the use of sucn arms on tre part of members or 1cm enftoze-
Ia~t agencies, of thie armed forces, and of citizens who would be subject to
service in th event of war; ano generally to encourage tne lawful -Ma to

and use ot small ams by citizens of good repute."
4. Ale certificate ot incorporation provides for fifteen directors.

This in to be changed so that it is provided that:
'The number of directors shall be not less than fitteent nor more

than one hundred.'

In Witness Whereof, we, being President and Secretary resoectively of The
National Rifle Association of America, have set our hands and the seal of said
corporation this 2 2nd day of March, 1956, in tae City of Wcshington, Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Morton C. Mumma Jr
P-resident

SEAL "F. C. Danlel
Secretary
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the purpose therein mentined, and that it is their act.

Witness my hand and seal in the District of Columbia this m.
day of MOrch, 1956.

nov~y FMtO60, Do Co

My Commission ebpires J~no

(NOTARIAL SELL)

SERIAL A 49775
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

TO ALL WHOM THESE PIESENTS SUMLL COME, 32RTIG:

I CERTIFY THAT MARI STARCOZM X_
Mi666 name subscribed to te accoMpayin instrMe'nt ems at tAI tiSme
of signing the seam a Notary Public in and for tUo District of C@.bliat
and duly commissioned and autnorised by the' laws of said District ot
Columbia to take the acknohaodent and proof o.f deeds or aooveyanee of
lands, tonements, or beredita.nnts, and other instruments in writing to
be recorded in said District, and to administer oathsl and tunt I 
well acquainted with the handwriting of said Notary Puotlie and vortly
believe that tne sigatire and impression of seal thereon are gmiine.
after comparison with signature and Impression or seal on file in this
offices
IN WITN S WHIUEOP the Secretary to the Board of Comssioner* of too
District of Columbia has hereunto caused tnr Seal of Cclmbia to be
affixed at tao City of Washington, De Co this 30th day of
April 1956

Mildred K. delfer

C41EL7 VOTrARY '?JBLIC SFC1'TOX
D. C. SEAL

1, JOSEPH A. GAVAGAN , a Justice of the Now York State Su-
prome Court# First Judicial District, hereby approve the foregoing
certificate to extend the purposes and provide a stated uinimum num-
ber of directors of The National Rifle Association of America, this
1st da,' of Jume 1956.

JOSEPH A. OAVAGAM
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lli by 1:hew fr.#.:

AmbroseL wt
el . W1*P*

• illiam C. Qbi

Aleander ft"-

John a. goaw, i

Josheu K. Tarima

Remry 0. Sham

Fredk N. POeW

freltk A. NMawo

Oeo Moore 8bIth

A. W. Craven

A. W. Dirook

Wi 11 an J. Harding

J. M. Bundy

Augustus Fvnk

Joseph '. Kidoo

Jamse MQuade

Thomas 8 Dakln

William G. ard

F. Whit taker

Etons Clark

Josiah Porter

1. C. Squire

John Powell, Jr.

Marcel lus Hartley

Harry Rokafello

Ow



A. J. Fft"Is

Franle D @ -IR 4 , ]':

~ 1 aM1, sButy wit 1006010 4'4&

at #tI *t Sw Y oft nttsA A*tCJe Or",

4t ooiistuoe or My**. f or certain ~il~ * t ~ ~~*

pes*d .e the Eleventh dLy of Atril Zighten hUmftr4 a" sy

f ve. ed the various Acts of said Ltegislature measterp- thmn,

aseoate ourselves together, and form 6 body p4Iti , d

ad do hereby certify,

I. lam or Tl Ue!

Tbat the corporate ame by which the said soeoty Oball

be known In laws shall beg

The National Rifle Assoolatim.

UZ. Objectl

The object f or shioh said association io fo med. i the

improvement of its members in markmsnship, end to promote Ihe in-

troduotion of the system of aiming drill and rifle praotioe as

pet of the military drill of the National Guard of ttle and other

states, and for those purposes,, to provide a suitable rage or

ranges in the vicinity of the City of Now York.

I. Number of Directors!

That the number of Directors of said Assooation who
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0 t the ,

Anthow ?Ii t .ft

Usury 0. Siamw

rFreOk A. MaJ"OIIs

Feo. U. peak

Alexander $obir

oha oore Smith

illlhz J. Esirdln

Anbrose Z. Burnsde

Alfred . %Crven

John Powell Jr.

In Witness Wereof, we have hereunto affized ouw mae

at the City of lew York, this Fifteenth day of Se.Jtmber Si3tteea

hmdred ad Seventy One.

Alexander Shaler

A I Burnside

Geo. I. Wingate

Henry G Shaw

Goo Moore Scith

Fred. A. Mason

Joseph B. Kiddoo

Jno B Woodward
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Those . 61

sarr . F tSno I

Alw. DlaO*

I.B. Anoen

H.A. 0l1dLele.

T. Whittaker.

A. F. FranciS

N. Gano Duna

arce.)uS S I ly

Francis DOrOp

Kmone Clark

Js. Moquade

In. J. Hard L.g

A. U. Craven

Josiah Porter

Joshua g Varia

7. 8. Giles

F. P. Church

State of ew York I o:

City and County of low York. )

At various times between the 15th day of 8optombor & the

15th dsy of lovember.. AD. Eighteen hundred and seTjintY one, be-

fore me personally appeared Alexander 
Shaler, A. E. Burneide, Geo

-4-
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*.~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ u* Wed. ie s&4 Ve'kU e .bapow*W g~

Wai. £ vs w.. 0. Chugh Those S. missn Beury3W4*

A ,,. mo,,., 1 .. AUU* a. A. ldleeV.1 .

A. I. Pan6ee N. Iem hum, Naroellue Natleys ranoli bi,

Imeos Clek. JMesK~OO.& million .1. hirding, .I 0a*

Josah ortr, eeha I YalanF.S. oness A r. P. On*

nosto me to be the petes desoribed In, aftl hoeOsW 020

forgolg ertificate# and d&ay gnemd the said oertifi~kt W410~

me. and severally acknowledged that they executed the ease tot a*

pbrpoess therein mentiloned-

Un. Jo 5011

(Endorsed)
Filed Nov lt 1871.

(Se)

Im. J. sell.
Notary Public.

1. Y. County.

state of low York,

City Mai County of Now York. s

I, Charles K. Loewe Clerk of the said City and Count,

and Clerk of the Supreme Court of aid State for said County.

DO CVRTIFY, That I have compared the annexed with the 
original

Certificate of Incorporation of the Olational Rifle AssoolstlOS
e

on file in my office, and that the see t a correct transcript

therefrom, and of the whole of such original.

11 WITNESS WREREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my same,

and affixed my official seal, this 17th day of November- 1671.

(Seal) Chas Z Loew Clerk.
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The Tational Rifle Association*
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Dear Friends:

You, the" .4 ilA t-t w,
team we have, ass*14d ft., i
effective leg4s0itiv po ths i
Together we can id tmea, 'it 44ct..
political force in the nation WOO..

All of our efforts have ofe cai00on goal: to'W1 wIt

On the political front our strate9yis siW|e: .
organizAtion, so .reat war host that our,  O tchallenoing us at an eei eest r

The 1980 electias saw an unlpU cedeated ir fhtors
and Representatives elected to the rnited States"o: *i

c contributions to the NRA-PVF1

Since that time, pro-gun lawmakers have been pressured by 'OW control' arouos
to enact a new repressive federal gun law.

Every week, the national media has used its tremendous resources to attack anO
belittle our friends in Congress.

Our friends stood their ground. No national "oun €ontol" bill has moved in
the United States Congress!

As a result, our foes redoubled their efforts in state legislatures and
municipal governments. Around the country, city councillors and stit legislators
have been besieged by gun prohibitionists pressing for more restrictive statutes.

Sparked by passage of the Morton Grove handgun-ban ordinance, anti- ners
threaten a town-by-town, city-by-city, state-by-state.movementlto cripple the
sportsman, the shooter, the collector, and all of us who believe t freedom.

Our opponents will not rest until we are a gunless nation. They have made it
clear that Morton Grove is more than a symbol -- more than a ,flash tn the pan"
against our rights. To their ilk, Norton Grove is a "dream" and a Ohistoric test of
an absolute ban on the sale and possession of handguns" in the nation.

Headline-seekin. politicians -- whose ambition is fanned almost daily by a

(over please)



hysterical me'ia,. hae becm th t*fpolied leaders of 'the 'h ndq0.o1)
crusade.

" Sn Francisco o~S ~Lan ae Feinstetin,- Chicago Mayor Jane Byrne,,LoS
ftar TO." Sraly and %assahst g er ara Icandidate 4ichae-1 004
dr !v'n byoesigetuim f the h to gin medi attention, attack tl R
and ridicule all of us who believe in the right to keep and bear As.

Freshly Invigtated byM orton Grove, the anti-gunners targeted cou ities in
Jll1"oS, % assachusetts, Florida, Wisconsin and California for their gun-ban
strategy.

To date, courageous local legislators -- backed by the majority of the American
people -- have withstood the anti-gun barrage in nearly every cmmunty tested.

Yet, those.victories could be turned to defeat unless firearms owners Join

together and pledge 100 percent participation in the 1982 pristary and general
C' elections.

We must assist the campaigns of pro-au lawmakers. We must vote for oroln
candidates. And we must ensure that our friends are electe to office with th help

0 of the NRA-PVF.

The dividing line between preservina firearms freedom or allowino America to he

disarmed is in your hands, and in the hands of the people whom you elect to every
level of government -- city, county, state and federal.

Remember, if anti-gun politicians gain office in 198?, they have every
O3 intention of passing the strongest laws they possibly can that will restrict every

handgun, rifle, shotgun and all ammunition.

0 They must be stopped today! They must be stopped at the polls!

V" That is exactly why we're writing you today about the NRA's Political Victory
Fund.

The NRA-PVF is the only official NRA political action committee registered with

the Federal Election Commission to fund and participate in elections. The Federal

election laws do not allow Association dues or advertising dollars to be used for

the NRA Political Victory Fund. The election laws require that every dollar spent
by the NRA Political Victory Fund in defense of your gun rights must be donated by

individual members specifically for political action by the NRA Political Victory
Fund.

That is why we are appealing right now for your support.

In 1980, we helped elect many United States Congressmen who believe in less

(next paae please)



- ur before ha st sppovrtat tt-en o ttedby redistrictfin $ f ace
T o vr4o avtt t ln ino n oos

Th trtargeted atmpn Our 'toed fo uee OF their
Te o st for Our rightotzes antd ha yer *e

e e theic a un lobby been more oroanizdan better

Those who haverstood in the forefront in defense of our freeros r being
taaeted for mssive direct-mail campaigns and media blitzes by the anti-go towd.

Or years cra tim they are building.a on emillon d llar wr fcet to t the
voters, know how these legislators are working, with the- NA to weinor reased
m isting gun laws and to what aotent'the NRAw cotributing y to ther .cos 'i o
They boast of a computerized mailing list of some600,000 anit-gun activists to-help

SNspread their anti-g n credo.

Clearly, the 1982 federal and state campaigns will be bitterly fought. The key
to our success is your personal involvement in the upcoming elections and your
financial contributions to the NRA Political Victory Fund.

ta We can upset the anti-gun groups' political plans 
by providing the political

Cand financial clout necessary to ensure victory in 1982.

This year, your action -- the work of each and every member of the National
Rifle Association -- has special significance. With these elections, we can send a
strong, unified, and unswerving message to those who would deny our constitutional
frights.

CO Never will we compromise. Never will we give an inch.

Your donation comibined with the donations of each of our more than 2.?4 million
NRA members to the NRA Political Victory Fund will provide the monies necessary to
take the offensive against the gun prohibitionists and ito stand foursd~aare with our
friends.

In this election year, 40-50 seats in the House of Representatives are *up for
qrabs" because of redistricting in several key states and the retirement of several
incumbent Congressmen. We see other hotly contested "open seats" in the Senate,
along with powerful challenges to the reelection of stalwart pro-gun Senators.

We can't emphasize too strongly that time is extremely critical. The few

(over please)



Imteeryo Sll Wr,:1 ' ur S ael
.  he 4 ~ veyr'

Moths ahead rgo p iay bat t 10' anI ti 0# to 0Vi

Me urge yom right now to s.i t down and wr Ite the 1ar0$st chqck tyw, 'c&anps I0by
$frd tyorRAPolitical Victr* Fund. We are hoa~nf. that -yoor c~eck

for~ $25: or i'0, but, if, that's t00 much, please seMi a check for 4150

Whtvryou send''will be used ism.dI at*Ty,* Please, right t i's. very secon$, do
every0ting you can to hep

Your past support of the P0iIt1Cal Victory Fund has !ment pl0n tic strdv*$ in

our effort to elect legislators wAo understaod 
the importance of private gu:

onership in this country.

Clearly, ours is a serious voice of a people determined to be free. And your

donation to the NRA Political Victory Fund can assure that freedom for our children

and our. children's children.

Our struggle for liberty is never ending. As long as any threat remains to our

I basic freedoms, we pledge to you that the National Rifle Association w111 resist.

W We ask that you give to the NRA-PVF as if your gun rights depended upon it,
because they do.

cc We know you will do everything you can and we thank you in advance.

qq- Best Regards,

0

Harlon B. Carter
V Executive Vice-President

P.S. Rush your most generous contribution! Your gift of $50 or $100 or even $25 or

$15 means a lot. Please make your check payable to the NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FtNLD,
fill out your pledge card, insert them both in the enclosed envelope, and post in

your nearest mailbox. Thank you.

P.P.S. Taxpayers may subtract one-half of the amount donated to the NRA-PVF, up to

a total tax credit of $50 a person or $100 for a joint tax return.

Executive Director V

cO
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A~nyou haethe opportnt so vwfrcanddt the maxmu umer for
your choce for yow NIA Zordo101111 If whom you cast a bal.

you're one of NRA's 71, SAMvotn membe is ue of lot. The glarw turnovereither the R(lmet or the M~ antalmh yW Wist. ia the Board of Directors is 25 rinLifetime members, MW auut m -e mbe wot Fi or addition, there are three vacancies to i. M". " , memore consecutive years of mmIB 1hip as dhw' in the that, under steps one and two above, you ngop withasociation's membership reord, who han Wtlisd the only 10 or IS candidates for whom you wis to voe Thisage of IS years and who are cidas of the United States als is a perfectly acceptable ballot. You have voted forof America are entitled to vote. those you know and you have voted for those reommend.In this magazine the candidates are se to you ad by others in whom you have confidencethrough their biographical sketches. In eea-ng emb--ers The vote you cast for a member of the Boad of Direc.of the Board of Directors. you ar docmthe future of ton is certainly Ao to be taken tigtly. Ndther is itNRA. You should votd something to be taken as a shot in the Diark.The Board of Directors is a sM body and th Board There has risen a concern among tk meme-ship fors the members' voice in NRA's poliki and dirlein the truthfulness of certain biographical s ketbs Ar ex-The Board is responsible for NRA's pIlna d for ample a candidate has claimed acom lh whichallocating the funds to make them pomdML others who know the candidate state is not th tu AElsewhere in this issue, there is a hew imme telling candidate has climed to have fired national dhetg rec-you of the importance of the Boad and of yor ballat. ords which are not to be found in the ecod boo. Anoth-Vote wisely. This is not as lcukas i seem, tioush er candidate has claimed to have drafted a certain piece ofthere are 56 candidates to conider. Think 3. alert to legislation-which proved to be populw-but it wasbiographical sketches which do not seem fceal How found that this was not true. Another has claime to bewill you know? Analysis will often reveal it. More about the founder of a well-known and worthy orpnlzotion,that later. but, in fact, was not. Candidates have claimed televisionI recommend that the voting process be approached as appearances in defense of the Second Amendment and nofollows, but, like you, I reserve the right to dage my one can be found who has seen them.mind as to how I vote, or the way I approach the voting For these reasons, and other important rmasons, thereprocess year after year. has arisen a demand for some kind of machinery to as-Lately, I have come to conclude that it is sound to take sure. as nearly as possible truth and accuracy in thethe voting process in steps. biographical sketches. Therefore, after considerable dis-Step one, vote for those you know personally who would cussion by the Board of Directors, an Ethics Canmitteebe the kind of director you would want to r ep-eset you. has been established. (See related story page 57.)Support those who are knowledgeable in the areas of your Any member who reads the bio of a candidate and sees* interest, and wherein you feel secure that they are persons of something in it which he or she knows is not true shouldcourage who will vote personal convictions, irrespective of address a letter to that effect to the Secretary of NRA,- what might be the popular wave at the moment. who will refer the matter to the Ethics Committee forIn making your selection. consider whether a candidate appropriate action and perhaps furtheris one who will be a unifying influence or a divisive one. to the Board of Directors. Under the law. the Board hasConsider whether his or her influence will be to strength- the power to take appropriate action, up to and includingen NRA and ILA or to sow disabling dissension, removal of one of its members for cause.NRA has been lately beset with discordant, fragment- It is sad that we have come to a time in the history ofing dements. No organization can ever be made stroger the NRA when such people are sometimes candidates.f..by fragmentation. It is vital that emphasis be givm to the the Board of Directors. However, we should all tcpteherkind of individual, courageous and knowedgeable with a praise God that there is such a small number of them.desire to build and to strengthen. This is the first step. The National Rifle Association survives entirely on theVote for those you know. faith and confidence of the membership and the credibilityNow. the second step is to vote for those who you may which the people repose in it.not know, but who have been recommended and whose We must. by the most vigorous action, drive from therecords have been examined and approved by those you positions of influence those with tarnished honor and im-know and in whom you have confidence that the individ- paired devotion to NRA.ual recommended by them will be the kind described inthe preceding paragraph. It's very much like what youhave heard in trade and industry for a tong, long time. If
you do not know the product, be sure you know those
who recommend it.The third step is to remember that you do not have to HARLON CARTERvote for any given number of candidates. This year. 28 is EXEtUTIVE VICE PRESIDENTIm
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NRA Boar
balance in

T he makeup of the NRA oard af Di.rectors and the method by whch it is
selected has been a matter or legty
discussion and debate for many ye

The Board is a very active *Wd
meets three times each year IncJ=
and once after the Annual rIetft d
Members and apin in the fal
October). They work hard ft = .
ship, not only during Board m L

also through participation many " A
committees, and by giving poliila
leglislative assistance in theM
Suggestions or proposals from h mnow
bership are fully considered by' the
appropriate committees beo recom en-
dations are made to the Bord thenes
recommendation is weighed a di$.
cussed in detail beo action is Ilskon All
of this is accomplished by iecrs and
committee members who volnterthi
time and energy for the benefit of a NNA
Members.

Considerable concern has been ox-
pressed by members about eographic
balance of the Board. Such representai
is important It is one of many bctors
which have inseparable importance.

The membership of NRA has made its
legislative and political concerns Ain-
dantly clear. There is a special need for
Directors with background and sound
judgment in firearms legislation, lepl
matters, public impact evaluations and
finance. At the same time, with the desire
of the membership to use their lawdly-
owned firearms they so strongly wish to
keep, there are vigorous programs being
developed and pursued. Consequently,
there is a need for Directors knowlede-
able in the shooting disciplines - rifle,
pistol, shotgun - on both national and
International levels, in addition to police
combat and silhouette shooting.

There is an equal emphasis on gun
collecting, hunting and wildlife, profes-
sional education, range development, law
enforcement and muzzle-loading shooting.
There is a very special area for service in
publications and communications.

In addition, it is helpful to have
Directors who have non-NRA spheres of
interest, such as members of the United
States Congress or of state legislatures, or
perhaps a board member, officer, or senior
staff person from other related interest

lion

natow asocat0 or 9oauzhos.Te..... of proper repeetto of

--1 -rme-

ft N w as W thee oliew of he

Many t ir. To asl8l
0 o ft 1 4 to lel to revft

A40r t08-o themekft 61th
100af intl l W5 ~.

9*4 ss R ield of Ufa

Slae Army, an each Im the
404WS W, infantry and Cavalry, to be

Secretary of
Voletd States

abe ppointed
membe fhe Navy; one

*Mte associa.
tion:5honory 7* Selected; and
the Adj *several states
during teir The election
took place t t NAmul Meeting ofMembers.

ftlS the roleofth r to lead and to
reflect tihe d e tmbrship and,
as can be sen, t I was militarily
oriented at that pi wt changes in
Bard it difficult to

n 1931 thSr was omposed of 60
Lif Member, MWWdor i term of three
years, and the W. ru aranged that one.
third would expki es year. The election

REPRSIENTATION BY STATE AND AMA

mm um~ N ....
Nu M . *. b P1mt 1 P PM1

Moab 11a11 d9o 0 6 abem b)

I. Ouwefsui 310 1.1% 17665 1.0111 3764 1.1 0 0
101 77 .4 1471 A I I(1

3, swil 172 20 2306 IA -= 1.4 1 0
4. iw hlm 649 s 3 7634 .s 1110 0 0
L1s0 ulud 35 .3 3014 2 700 .2 0 1 (0)
6 V maio 463 2 .3 919 _. 1 0

T 12242 4.3% 63102 3., -3^ 3 2 (1)

7. New Jerny 7329 2.5% 40167 2.4% 61 2.9% 1 0
6 New York 1724 6.2 916M 5.4 206A sl i 4 4 (1)
. a 1705 4.1 "1 6.4 1341 $.1 2 1 (1)

TOW 703 12.6% 221974 13.2% 4624 13.4% 7 5 (2)

10 Delawa0e 562 .2% 3075 .2% 701 .2% 0 0
11. OilLOlCOilumb1a 600 .3 157 .1 463 .1 4 1 (1)
l MIarVlan 4139 1.4 23503 1.4 6246 1.7 2 2
13. No. Crolna 5625 1.s 2432 1.2 3111W 1.1 1 0
14. Viroi 5135 1.6 31133 1. 7156 2.0 5 2 (1)
I& W.Vlvrinia 1856 .6 139665 A 2149 .6 0 0

ToW 17030 4.2% 63-0 5.6% 20564 5.7% 12 5 (2)
Aia4
16. Flords 45 2.9% 36571 2.3% 6795 2.5% 4 1 (1)
17. Gorl 5040 1.6 20107 1.2 3309 1.0 1 .. 2 (0)
16. So. CaOIn 2670 1.0 1136 .5 low .5 0 0

TOMl 16376 S.7% 67619 4.0% 14234 4.0% 5 3 (1)
Arme#
1. AIabam 3800 1.3% 1607 1.0% M ..8% 0 2 (0)
20. Lohiseia 3921 1.4 176 1.1 '26 .6 0 0
21. ULblialpp 23 .6 6206 A 1362 .4 1 0

Toga 10000 3.5% 43158 2.6% 7116 2.0% 1 2 (0)
AmaSS
22. Arkansas 2144 .7% 10096 .6% 1775 .9% 0 0
23. Kentucky 3456 1.2 15146 .9 2265 .6 1 1 (1)
24. Tennessee 4299 1.5 16020 1.1 3312 .9 2 0

Toa 9901 3.4% 43262 2.% 7372 2.0% 3 1 (1)
Area 07
25. Indiana 5330 1.% 29487 1.7% 5630 1.0% 0 2 (0)
26. Michigan 9129 3.2 50337 3.0 11752 3.3 0 0
27. Ohio 10701 3.7 56771 3.4 12006 3.3 3 4 (0)

Total 25160 67% 136595 8.1% 29386 8.2% 3 6 (0)
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lowed baNot
Ippointei by
Ithe February
iN took place

and write-in

01

We 0411s, incuded informs-
Oetindeg Cm4it and the
for o ection and

MW to all indi-
o mmbers. The

A. noi"te a list of
m hos members

n do the candi-
p h in the
Aller publication,

m"m4r uld at that time
ilegl formal nomination in

witing sAd somoli by the signatures of
im v11thiar w1u1M1 *e* t nomiation
haid dingist Secloery noot
later than 48 bours befoe the Annual
Meeting of Member and no nominations
were allowed from the floor. At least 24
hours prior to the meeting the list of all
nominees and their quaificabons was
displayed on a suitable bulletin board
Voting was by printed ballot during the
meeting.

This nominating procedure was very
complex and time consuming. As member-
ship grew and attendance at the Annual
Meeting of Members incrased, it became
almost imssile at administer.

Beginning in 1953. only nominations by
the Nominati Committee, in addition to
write-in nominations on the printed ballot
were allowed. Also. in 1953. the mail ballot

Pwumlp al Sim al SIam mn n
411111011111411 med"

ab NiM ouk U1111111P1111 ISlo
.... ..... , Uem M Uu. 6 Lbe Ibm e simm tapa~m M ~ d IMuus bW* ~

,qc 1r913 .% 51572 3&1% 100660 3.0% 1 31(0)4on,1 1.0 14736 .0 2811 .6 1 0
A A 011.6 5 672 1.6 1 1(0

Taw' t% 03716 $.A% IM 5.4% 3 4M

7. 5 1.4% 24107 1.4% 4477 1 2% 1 0
me. 0e 33 .2 4774 .3 61s .2 0 0

3.s. oW of .2 54W 3 926 .3 0 1(0)
cc Taw 5317 1.6% 34370 2.0% 6216 1.% 1 1 (0)

NP. ema 2326 .8% 14557 .0% 272 .6% 2 0
36. Miusu 4801 1.7 26832 1.7 5466 1.5 I 1 (1)

mows*a 1541 .6 10160 .6 law 5 1 0
T& 6666 3.1% 53549 3.2% 10050 2.6% 4 1 (1)

V. OkWOMa 2611 1.0% 14346 .9% 2501 .7% 1 31(1)
Teas 1" 4.5 625Ts 4.9 16364 4.5 6

TOW, 10641 s.S% 07321 5. 1 41665 S.2% 9 11(4)

'li. Almn 226 .6% 21617 1.3% 4017 1.4% 2 2 (1)
40. New Meaico 119 .4 11364 .7 2522 .7 2
0 'few 3466 7.2% 3201 2.0% 7439 2.1% 4 3 (2)

Ares 613
41, Colorado We1 .0% 24206 1.4% 5431 1.5% 3 2 (1)
4L. 160 I= .4 605 .S 1651 .5 1 1 (1)
4& W"W 406 .1 6405 .5 1509 .4 1 0

Told 4293 1.4% 40758 2.4% 8591 2.4% S 3 (2)

Afft 014
44. Aim 407 .1% 9505 .5% 2471 .7% 1 1
45. ksho 657 .3 11164 .7 220 .6 1 0
46. Monlt 761 .3 11330 .7 2304 6 1 1
47. oreon 2376 .8 25504 1.5 5621 16 2 0
46. WaMsngton 3656 1.3 33094 2.0 60 2.3 3 2 (2)

TOld a 2.8% 90597 S.4% 2006 56% a 4 (2)

Ares 015
49. Calilomnia 21696 7.6% 136116 8.1% 34936 9% 6 4 (2)
50. 48w" 0 3 2226 I 676 2 0 0
SlNe.wa 633 2 7349 5 1617 5 1 0

Total 23424 6.1% 145691 8.7% 37433 10 4% 7 4 (2)

Grand Total 216.330 1.258.606 269.364 75 5 5(20

, s19o US. Bueu of Census a August 31. 1979. NRA StaristalCl Report

was approd 41 in I to * ss to
vote for D91ec,11r i ,hS those
few whe Cod -INed the
From 1953 to 1977, the o* significant
change was the 1957 increase ii the size
of the Board from 60 to 75 members.

In 1972, the Board ared a
recommendation to develop and send a
questionnaire to all members of the Board
in an effort to get their views on changing
the procedures for electing Board mem-
bers. Partial returns from the question-
naire were repoted, but no specific action
was taken. However, it was the next
Nominating Committee which placed 30
names in nomination to fllN 25 vacancies
on the Board.

The next significant changes were made
in 1977. It was provided that a nine-man
Nominating Committee, with a minimum of
three non-Board members, be elected by
the Board of Directors, and there was an
added provision for nomktions by
petition of the ,members. This change
resulted in 50 nominees on the 1978
ballot, 58 nominees in 1979, and there will
be 55 nominees on the 1980 baot

In addition to these changes, the Board
and several committees have, tgrough the
years, thoroughly discussed and weighed
other suggested variations in the manner
of nomination and election of the NRA
Board of Directors. Some proposals were
submitted by the membership and others
came directly from the Board or commit-
tee members.

A proposal for one Director to be elected
by and from each of the 50 states, with the
remaining Directors elected at large, was
reconsidered by the Bylaws and Resolu-
tions Committee and the Board of
Directors in 1979. While there may appear
to be advantages in this proposal, the
Committee and the Board of Directors
concluded in essence that gross inequality
of membership representation would re-
sut:

(1) Nine states have fewer then 8,000
NRA members, while five states have more
than 55,000 members - California,
136,000; New York, 91,000; Pennsylvaqia,
90,000; Texas, 82,000; and Otio, 56,000.

(2) The voting members with addresses
outside the U.S. and qualified residents of
the District of Columbia would 0 be given
a like opportunity, bt.oU conceivably
be restricted to voting only for at-large
candidates.

(3) States with sparse populations
might have great difficulty getting suff -
cient valid voting-member signatures on
petitions to qualify their desired nominees

(4) The cost for printing and processing

JANUARY 1980 
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AMERICAN RIFLEMAN 10/76

WE'VE GO
BIGGER FISH.

~TO FRY.
The anti-gun crowd never had a better friend than Joe Tydlu.:

When he was in the U.S. Senate, gun control was his Issue. And-he losti.-
Senate seat because of his harsh anti-gun stand. This year. 0 lpt

make his come-back. Joe Tydings made gun 0 or*
his big issue again. Tydings ran-not g this

opponent-but against the i4RA. It didn't work.
Tydings lost. and you won.

But there are far bigger fish to
fry than the likes of Joe Tydinsg

We need to accomplish In the
rest of the Nation what our

friends in Maryland achieved
with Tydings.

Federal law requires any
group working to help or oppose

candidates for public office to set
up a Political Action Committee

(PAC). NRA has done it. Our PAC
is called the N4RA Political Victory
Fund.

But Federal law. as it applies to us.
also requires that money donated topro-

gun candidates, or spent In campaigns to
defeat anti-gun candidates, cannot come

from the NRA general funds, or from funds
donated to the Institute for Legislative Action.

The NRA Political Victory Fund must raise is money
independently, from our membership-from you.

There are more than a million of us. If every N4RA
member gives the NRA Political Victory Fund as little as the price

of two boxes of ammunition, we can raise the money needed to change Congress. It will take money to keep the nti-
gunners home and to send pro-gun men and women to Congress. It's that simple.

We need your dollars to make it work. There are other groups working for the same end. but ours-your Politic4l
Action Committee - s backed by the NRA. and that will make it the toughest and the best. So this is where your money
should go. The NRA Political Victory Fund. Think about it, then give.
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THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN 10/76

WE'VE GOT
BIGGER FISHTO FRY

The anti-gun crowd never hada better friend than Joe Tydings.When he was in the U.S. Senate, gun control was his Issue. And he lost hisSenate seat because of his harsh anti-gun stand. This year. trying to
make his come-back. Joe TydIngs made gun control

his big issue again. Tydings ran-not against his
opponent- but against the PIRA. It didn't work.

Tydings lost. and you won.
But there are far bigger fish to

fythanthe1ikesofJoe*1ryinvs.
We need toaccomplish in the

friends in Maryland achieved
with Tydings.

Federal law requires any
group working tohep or oppose

candidates for puboffice to.se
up a Politial Action Committee

(PAC). NRA has done IL Our PAC
is called the 14RA Political VictoryFund.

But Federal law, as it applies to us.
also requires that money donated topro-

gun candidates, or spent in campaigns to
defeat anti-gun candidates, cannot come

from the NRA general funds, or from fundsdonatedlo the Institute for LeGisat1eAction.
The 1RA Political Victory Fund must rlet "moeyindependently, from our membershIpow.nY4There are more then. millionf us.e*

member gives the 1RA Poilticof two boxes of ammunition, we can raise the money needed to change Congress~. tWWltakie moray to kw*aggunners home and to send pro-gun men and women to Congress. Its that sp*,- -,We need your dollars to make It work. There are other groups working for towhsame nd. but ,ours POAction Committee-is backed by the NRA, and that will make it the toughest and fthebestwtsisvo we yourfooshould go. The rRA Political Victory Fund. Think about It, then give.

NRA POLITICAL VICTORY FUND * P.O. Box7396 * Dep.ARI * BenPr nSh#Ae
o3 Yes! Here's the cost of two boxes of shotgun shes (SO). Please make yo
o I'l donate a day's worth of skeet (S25).
o II contribute a case of shells ($100).
o To honor the Bicentennial. the cost of a lintoc (MOQ).
oAny amount you can give. (iplo.$..
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