2

3404047200

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1326 h SIRIET NW.
WASHING TON. L. 20463

11S 1S THE END OF MUR £/ @Qi_
Date Filmed ;[9 !l[ﬂ Camexra No, --- 0+

Cameraman P o ==




= e o
TEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION ; :
Routing C0dn) | 1D dowy papect  Conmant
Skt Crnedio e Natrunts 3 a&u»gﬁ Ty &,
I TR, Lo Wetbiam Sugss- Cilubit i}

The a.bov'e-described material’ was —emoved from this
file pursuvant to the following exemptica provided in the
Freedom of Information Act; 5 D.S.C. Section 552(b): ,

.
< *

(1) Classified Infomatiqn (6) Personal privag:y

3.

o 3 -
o (2) Internal rules and - (7) Investigatory
. practices ‘ £iles
= . )
N ! . (3) Zxempted by other (8) Banking
' statute ) Information
M (4) Trade secrets and Y (S) Well Information
c ; AR
, .commercial or , (ceographic or
~ financial information geophysical)
c \/ (5) ternal Documents
v | By
o T s
- signea Mauin € el

_dat.e (()uﬂ%jjo 148 ‘l




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 1604
Handgun Control, Inc.
Handgun Control Political
Action Committee
Charles Orasin, Treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on July 13,
1984, the Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take
the following actions in MUR 1604:
1. Accept the proposed conciliation

agreement with HCI, HCI-PAC, and

Charles Orasin, as treasurer,

submitted with the General Counsel's

Report signed July 11, 1984.

Close the file.

Approve the letters as attachad

to the General Counsel's Report

" signed July 11, 1984.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Harris, McDonald, McGarry

and Reiche voted affirmatively in this matter.

Attest:

2 Marjorie W. Emmons

Secretary of the Commission

Received in Office of Commission Secretary: 7-11-84, 10:19
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis: 7-11-84, 4:00
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

July 16, 1984

William E. Sudow, Esquire
n, Bautzer, Rothman, Kuchel
and Silbert
Suite 580
600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Re: MUR 1604

Dear Mr. Sudow:

On July 13, 1984, the Commission accepted the conciliation
agreement signed by your clients, Handgun Control, Inc., Handgun
Control Political Action Committee, and Charles Orasin, as
treasurer, in settlement of a violation of 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b)
(4) (A) (1), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended. Accordingly, the file has been closed in this
matter, and it will become a part of the public récord within
thirty days. However, 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (4) (B) prohibits any
information derived in connection with any conciliation attempt
from becoming public without the written consent of the
respondent and the Commission. Should you wish any such

information to become part of the public record, please advise us
in writing.

v

Enclosed you will find a fully executed copy of the final
conciliation agreement for your files.

L Sincerely,

Kenneth A. Gross
Associate Gener Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

)
)
Handgun Control, Inc.:; )
Handgun Control Political ) MUR 1604
)
)

Action Committee; X

Charles Orasin, as treasurer
CONCILIATION AGREEMENT

This matter was initiated by a signed, sworn, and notarized
complaint by the National Rifle Association of America. The
Commission found reason to believe that Handgun Control, Inc.
("HCI"), Handgun Control Political Action Committee ("HCI-PAC"),
and Charles Orasin, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 441b(b) (4) (A) (1) .

NOW, THEREFORE, the Commission and the Respondents, having
participated in informal methods of conciliation, prior to a
finding of probable cause to believe, do hereby agree as follows:

I. The Commission has jurisdiction over the Respondents,
and the subject matter of this proceeding, and this agreement has
the effect of an agreement entered pursuant to 2 U.S.C.

§ 437g(a) (4) (A) (i).

II. Respondents have had a reasonable opportunity to
demonstrate that no action should be taken in this matter.

III. Respondents enter voluntarily into this agreement with

the Commission.
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The pertinent facts in this matter are as follows:

(1) HCI is a corporation without capital stock and
incorporated in the District of Columbia.

(2) HCI-PAC is a political committee which has been
registered with the Commission since September 17, 1979.
(3) HCI is the connected organization of HCI-PAC.

(4) Charles Orasin is the treasurer of HCI-PAC.

(1) Section 441b(b)(4)(A)(i) of Title 2, United States

Code, provides that a corporation, or a separate segregated
fund established by a corporation, may only solicit
contributions to such a fund from its stockholders and
their families and its executive or administrative
personnel and their families, except that under Section

441b(b)(4)(C) of Title 2, United States Code, a corporation

without capital stock, may solicit contributions from
members of the corporation without capital stock.

(2) Section 114.1(e) of Title 11, Code of Federal

Requlations, defines the term "member" to mean all persons
who are currently satisfying the requirements for
membership in a corporation without capital stock.

(3) In interpreting its regulations, the Commission has
concluded that a person can only be considered a "member"
of a corporation without capital stock if: he or she has
knowingly taken some affirmative steps to become a member
of the organization; the membership relationship is

evidenced by the existence of rights and obligations vis-
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a-vis the corporation; and, there is a predetermined minimum
amount for dues or contributions.

(1) Prior to June 10, 1980, Article VI of BCI's bylaws
stated: “The Council shall have members. The Governing
Board may in its discretion, by resolution, establish the
terms and conditions of such membership and the dues which
members shall be required to pay."

(2) On June 10, 1980, Article VI of HCI's bylaws were
amended to state: "A member of Handgun Control, Inc. shall
be anyone who has contributed to the organization within
the last 24 months."

(3) Prom 1979 through 1983 individuals who made a financial
contribution to HCI were considered to be members of HCI
for the ensuing 24 month period. No predetermined minimum
amount for dues or contributions was required.

(4) Prom 1979 through 1983, the only requirement for
membership in HCI was a financial contribution of any
amount.

(5) PFrom 1979 through 1983, those individuls HCI
considered to be its members were not entitled to a vote
in HCI affairs or entitled to vote for HCI officials.
(6) From 1979 through 1983, some of HCI's solicitations
to potential members stated that "suggested dues" were
$15. Such solicitations also informed individuals that a

contribution to HCI would result in membership in HCI.
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(7) HCI contends its membership practices were lufiﬁllj
compliance with the requirements for membership in the
corporation and in full compliance with the laws of the
District of Columbia.

(8) Prom 1979 through 1983, membership renewals were mailed
by HCI to those individuals considered to be its members.
(9) PFrom 1979 through 1983, HCI provided newsletters and
regular publications, and other materials at no cost to
those individuals considered to be its members,

(10) From 1979 through 1983, Respondents solicited
contributions to HCI-PAC only from those individuals whom
they considered to be members of HCI, and HCI-PAC received
$478,095 in contributions from those individuals.

Vs The Commission has determined that Respondents violated

2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A) (i) by soliciting contributions to HCI-PAC

from individuals who do not constitute "members"” of HCI within the

meaning of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, the

Commission's regulations, and the Commission's interpretation

thereunder.

VI. For purposes of settling this matter with regards to the
Respondents, Respondents will pay a civil penalty in the amount of
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000) to the United States Treasurer,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a) (5) (A).

VII. Respondent HCI agrees that, as requirements for membership

in HCI, it shall establish a predetermined minimum amount of dues
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or contributions which shall not be less than the current "suggested
dues” and that the rights of membership in HCI shall include the
right to participate in annual meetings and to elect a Director to
the Governing Board of HCI and Respondents agree that they will not
solicit contributions to BCI-PAC from any individual who does not
constitute a "member® of HCI within the meaning of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, the Commission's
regulations, and the Commission's interpretation thereunder.

VIII. Respondents agree that they shall not undertake any activity
which is in violation of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as- amended, 2 U.S.C. §431, et seq.

IX. It is agreed that this Conciliation Agreement is entered
into in accordance with 2 U.S.C. §8437g(a)(5)(A) and 2 U.S.C.
§437g(a)(4)(A), and this Agreement, unless violated, shall constitute
a complete bar to any further action by the Commission against the
Respondents with respect to all solicitations by HCI and HCI-PAC for
contributions to HCI-PAC prior to the execution of this Agreement.

X% The Commission, on request of anyone filing a complaint
under 2 U.S.C. §437g(a)(1l) concerning the matters at issue herein or
6n its own motion, may review compliance with this Agreement. If
the Commission believes that this Agreement or any requirement thereof
has been violated, it may institute a civil action for relief in the
United States District Court for the District of Columbia.

XI. This Agreement shall become effective as of the date that
all parties hereto have executed same and the Commission has approved

the entire Agreement.
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XII. Respondents shall have no loro‘than‘ﬁhitty (30) ddft'frou

the date this Agreement becomes effective to comply with and implement
the requirements contained in this Agreement and to so notify the
Commission.

XIII. This Conciliation Agreement constitutes the entire
Agreement between the parties on the matters raised herein, and no
other statement, promise, or agreement, either written or oral, made
by either party or by agents of either party, that is not contained

in this written Agreement shall be valid.

FOR THE COMMISSION:

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

aAssociate Gener Counsel

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

Handgun Control, Inc.

BY: W&W 7-10- &Y

Charles Orasin, Executive
Vice-President of Handgun
Control, Inc.

Handgun Control, Inc. -
Political Action Committee

BY: WQ&W—; 7-/0- 84

Charles Orasin, Treasurer Date
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

Jdbrl6.J936

Janet K. Scherer, Esquire

Assistant General Counsel

National Rifle Association of America
Institute for Legislative Action

1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036

Re: MUR 1604
Dear Ms. Scherer:

This is in reference to the complaint you filed with the
Commission on December 2, 1983, concerning Handgun Control, Inc.,
Handgun Control Political Action Committee, and Charles Orasin,
as treasurer. 1

The Commission determined there was reason to. believe that
Handgun Control, Inc., Handgun Control Political Action

ttee, and Charles Orasin, as treasurer, violated 2 U.S.C.

§ 441b(b) (4) (A) (i), a provision of the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended and conducted an investigation in this
matter. On July 13,1984, a conciliation agreement signed by the
respondents was accepted by the Commission, thereby concluding
the matter. A copy of this agreement is enclosed for your
information. J

The file number in this matter is MUR 1604. If you have any
questions, please contact Maura White, the staff member assigned
to this matter, at (202)523-4143.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele

Associate Gene Counsel

Enclosure
Conciliation Agreement
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LOS ANGELES
TWO CENTURY PLAZA, FOURTEENTH FLOOR
2048 CENTURY PARK EASYT
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90087
(213) 886-8000 (213) 879-8000

Wittiam E. Suoow
PARTNER

LAW OFFICES

WyMAN, BAUTZER, ROTHMAN, KUCNEL & SILBERT vl
A PARTHERBHIP INCLUDING PROPESSIONAL COARIRATIONS NEWPORT M{
600 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N. W., SUITE 880 mw:mum.um 200
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 92660

{714) 760-8300
(rO2) ss@-2222
CABLE ADDRESS: WYBAROK

July 11, 1984

Ms. Maura White
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

7th Floor

Washington, D.C.

Dear Maura:

Enclosed herewith is a check from Handgun Control in the
amount of Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) payable to the
United States Treasurer.

With best regards,

WES:klf
Enclosure

Sincerely,

wlllian E. Sudow
of WYMAN, BAUTZER, ROTHMAN, KUCHEL & SILBERT




HANDGUN CONTROL
POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE
810 - 18Tn STRERT. N. W.. Suite 708

WasninaToN, D.C. 20006

PAY_Fifteen thousand and 00/100- ===-$-15,000.00
TO THE ORDER OF

WASHINGTON, D. C.

United -States Treasurer

MADISON NATIONAL BANK

®000 283 O5LO0L257K 1*2iEm?E0™ 30

- B B ew s Hh i - - - - . . - - - - -
DETACH AND RETAIN THIS STATEMENT THE ATTACHED CHECTK t$ 1N oF 1TEme 1P ¥OY CORRECT PLEASE NOTIPY US PROMPTLY. NO RECEIPY DEIRED

OATE OESCRIPTION AMOUNT

$15,000.00

HANDGUN CONTROL
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CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Bumons, Secretary of the Federal Election
Camnission, do hereby certify that on July 6, 1984, the Cammission
decided by a vote of 4-0 to take the following actions in MUR 1604:

7

1. Enter into conciliation with Handgun Control,
Inc., Handgun Control Political Action
Caum.ttee and Charles Orasin, as treasurer,
prior to a finding of probable cause to
believe.

2. Approve the proposed conciliation agreement

and letter attached to the General Counsel's
report dated June 29, 1984.

Camnissioners Elliott, McDonald, McGarry, and Reiche voted

o
o)
N
v
(@)
)

affirmatively for the decision; Camnissioners Aikens and Harris did

ot cast votes. -

8 4

1-6-8%
Date
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In the Matter of }

Handgun Control, Inc.; )

Handgun Control Political ; MUR 1604
)

Action Committee;
Charles Orasin, as treasurer

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

On March 20, 1984, the Commission determined that there is
reason to believe Handgun Control, Inc., Handgun Control Political
Action Committee, and Charles Orasin, as treasurer, violated
2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A) (i). The respondents submitted their
response to the Commission's finding on May 17, 1984. By letter
dated June 1, 1984, counsel for the respondents requested to
settle this matter throughkconciliation prior to a finding of
probable cause to believe (Attachment 1).

II. DISCUSSION OF CONCILIATION PROVISIONS
AND CIVIL PENALTY




Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

)—Q’LHW

e A A,
Associate Genera

Attachments

9

l. Letter from Sudow
2. Proposed agreement and letter
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
MUR 1604
Handgun Control, Inc.
Handgun Control Political
Action Committee
Charles Orasin, Treasurer

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary of the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on June 27,
1984, the Commission approved by a vote of 6-0 the
letter to counsel for HCI, HCI-PAC and Charles Orasin,
as treasurer, submitted with the General Counsel's Report
signed June 22, 1984.

Commissioners Aikens, Elliott, Harris, McDonald,

McGarry and Reiche voted affirmatively in this matter.

Attest:

Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary of the Commission

o
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Received in Office of Commission Secretary:
Circulated on 48 hour tally basis:
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In the Matter of

Handgun Control Political MUR 1604

Action Committee;

)
)
Handgun Control, Inc.; )
)
Charles Orasin, as treasurer )

GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

I. BACKGROUND

On March 20, 1984, the Commission determined that there is
reason to believe Handgun Control, Inc., Handgun Control
Political Action Committee, and Charles Orasin, as treasurer,
violated 2 U.S.C. § 441b(b) (4) (A) (i). The respondents submitted
their response to the Commission's finding on May 17, 1984.
Following a meeting with counsel for the respondents, counsel
conciliation prior to a finding of probable cause to believe.

A review of the information submitted by the respondents has
revealed discrepancies concerning the amount of money received by
HCI-PAC from the solicitation of purported members of HCI.
Approximately $190,000 in receipts is unexplained, and the number
of the purported members of HCI who were solicited for
contributions to HCI-PAC remains unresolved. It is the view of
this office that the above factual disparities should be resolved
prior to the Commission's entrance into pre-probable cause to

believe conciliation. Although counsel for the respondents has
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agreed to provide the requested financial and solicitation
information, it is the recommendation of this office that couniel
for the respondents be advised, through the attached letter, that
the Commission cannot enter into conciliation negotiations prior
to a finding of probable cause to believe until this matter has
been satisfactorily investigated.
II. RECOMMENDATION

Approve the attached letter to counsel for HCI, HCI-PAC, and

Charles Orasin, as treasurer.

Charles N. Steele

General Counsel

KenwWeth A. Gross Cd// byl
Associate General unsel

Attachment

Proposed letter
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

William E. Sudow, Esquire

Wyman, Bautzer, Rothman, Kuchel
and Silbert

Suite 580

600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.

wWashington, D.C. 20037

Re: MUR .1604

Handgun Control, Inc.:;

Handgun Control Political Action
Committee; Charles Orasin,
as treasurer

Dear Mr. Sudow:

This letter is in response to your letter dated June 1,
1984, in which you request on behalf of your clients to enter
into conciliation negotiations prior to a finding of probable
cause to believe. As the Commission's letter of March 23, 1984,
indicated, this office would like to resolve this matter through
conciliation prior to a Commission finding of probable cause.
However, we cannot recommend that the Commission enter into

conciliation until the instant matter has been satisfactorily
investigated.

Your clients' submission of May 17, 1984, has raised certain
questions, of which you are aware, concerning the number of
purported members of HCI solicited for contributions to HCI-PAC,
and the amount of money received by HCI-PAC from these
solicitations. You previously indicated you would compile the
necessary information to explain the discrepencies. 1In addition,
we remind you that you agreed to provide copies of all letters
soliciting contributions to HCI during the period from September
1979 through the present. In order to advance our investigation
and enable this office to recommend to the Commission that it
enter into pre-probable cause to believe conciliation, the above
information should be provided within five days of your receipt
of this letter.

Mtachment 1(1)
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: If you have any questions; please contact Maura White at
523-4143.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel

Kenneth A, Gross
Associate General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

TO: Office of the Commission Secretary
FROM: Office of General COunselw
DATE: June 25, 1984 :

SUBJECT: MUR 1604 - General Counsel's Report

The attached is submitted as an Agenda.dbcument

for the Commission Meeting of

Open Session

Closed Session

CIRCULATIONS DISTRIBUTION

48 Hour Tally Vote
Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Compliance
Audit Matters
24 Hour No Objection

Sensitive
Non-Sensitive

Litigation
Closed MUR Letters

Information Status Sheets
Sensitive

Non-Sensitive

St Sl G [ L S [ L R ]

Advisory Opinions

Other (see distribution
Other below)




LAW O""QI. 1

WyMAN, BAUTZER, ROTHMAN, KUGKEL & s:n:n-r
mm

LOS ANGELES A PARTNERBMIP INCLUDING

TWO CENTURY PLAZA, FOURTEENTH FLOOR 600 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE; N. w BSUITE 880 ' m w“mmam 00
2049 CENTURY PARK CAST umnm .mn GALMIA 22060
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90067 WASHINGTON/ 0: & 800A3
(213) $86-6000 (213) 679-8000 (a02) «66-2222

CABLE ADDRESS: WYBAROK

WiLLiam E. Subow

PARTNER June 26. 1964

Ms. Maura White

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Handgun Control Inc. ("BCI®),
Handgun Control Political Action Committee ("HCI-PAC®™)
and Charles Orasin, as Treasurer

Dear Maura:
The enclosed letter from Charles Orasin will supplement our

submission on behalf of the above-referenced parties of May 16,
1984.

If you should have any further questions, please feel free to
be in contact with me.

With best regards,
Si rely,

]

William E. Sudow
of WYMAN, BAUTZER, ROTHMAN, KUCHEL & SILBERT

WES:k1lf
Enclosure
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June 26, 1984

Bill Sudow

Wyman, Bautzer, Rothman, Kuchel & Silbert
600 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Bill,

The purpose of this letter is to clarify the discrepancy beéazen

the contributions received by Handgun Control Political Action
Committee (HCI-PAC) as reported to the Federal Election Commission
in its regular reports and included in its audited financial
statements and the figures contained in our response of May 14, 1984
to the Commission's interrogatories.

The interrogatories requested the number of individuals solicited
by HCI-PAC and the amount of contributions received as a result
of these solicitations. The information submitted to the
Commission in the May response was prepared by Craver, Mathews,
Smith and Company, the firm that handles HCI-PAC's solicitations.
Upon review of the Craver materials and the HCI reports, it
appears that the Craver data are incomplete. When we requested
that the solicitation information be compiled, we were warned
that it may be incomplete because Craver, as a matter of general
practice, does not maintain records for extended periods of

time. Similarly, except for information included in the Commission
reports, HCI-PAC does not maintain independent files with this
information.

In addition, the discrepancy may in part be due to the fact

that the Craver statistics do not necessarily report all of

the income from a given mailing. After the bulk of the contribu-
tions have been received for a particular mailing, Craver no

longer records additional income from that mailing though that
information does appear on the HCI-PAC audited financial statements.

Third, the discrepancy may be caused in part by the fact that
the HCI-PAC financial statements indicate income on the basis
of the calendar year whereas the Craver statistical reports
indicate income over the life of the mailing (which may combine
calendar years).

Finally, the statistical reports do not reflect HCI-PAC income
that was acquired '"over-the-transom" (i.e. in response to a
mechanism other than a direct mail solicitation) rather than
as a result of a particular solicitation.

Handgun Control inc., 810 18th Street, NW, Washington, DC. 20006 (202) 638-4723

TR, BN
®anfau e 200




I hope this clears up the discrepancy between the Craver, Mathews,
and Smith records and the HCI-PAC records. Please let me know
if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Charles J. Orasin
Director
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MAN, KUCHEL & SILBERT
FRErTROIENAL GRTIRRAETD

600 NEW HAMPENIRE AVENUE. N.W., SUITE 580
WASHINGTON, 0.C. 20037

ih. Maura White
Office of the Ceneral Counsel
Pederal Election Commission

1325 ¥ Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
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WiLLiam E. Subow June 22, 1984

PARTNER

Ms. Maura White

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Re: Handgun Control Inc. ("HCI"),
Handgun Control Political Action Committee ("HCI-PAC")
and Charles Orasin, as Treasurer

Dear Maura:

Enclosed herewith are copies of the Handgun Control Inc.
solicitations for the period 1979 through 1983. It includes
prospect mailings which are solicitations for new members, as well
as renewal mailings. However, the material does not include
special appeals to HCI members.

If you should have any further questions, please feel free to
be in contact with me.

With best regards,

Sincerely,

wlllian BE. Sudow
of WYMAN, BAUTZER, ROTHMAN, KUCHEL & SILBERT

WES:klf
Enclosures




810 18th Street, N W
Washington, D C 20006
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are fighting back!

A Special Message from
Senator Edward Kennedy -




Handgun Control, Inc.

PO Box 19270, Washington, D C 20036

Yes, | am sick of our deadly addiction to handguns. Let's make Congress end the free tratfic in handguns—the weapons of cnme.
(] Enclosed 1s my membership dues of $15 for which | will receive Handgun Control, Inc.’'s Washington Report and Legislative Alerts.
[J | want to do even more. In addition to my membership dues | have enclosed an extra contribution of:

] $10 [J $20 J $50 [J $100 ] $250 [] Other $

Total Enclosed

Please make checks payable to
Handgun Control, inc.

Have you, anyone in your family, or a friend ever
been attacked or threatened with a handgun?
OYes 0O No




inc.

810 18th Street, N.W. ® Washington, D.C. 20006 e (202) 638-4723
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National Advisory
Committee

(Pertial Listing)

Mr Steve Alien

Hon Eamund G. Brown, Sr.
Mrs Juliz Chilo

Mr W.E Chilton, Il

Mt Lioyd Cutier

Or Mifton Ersenhower
Mayor Kenneth Gibson
Mr. Hal Holbrook

Mr Albert Jenner. Jr

Or Martin Luther King. Sr.
Mrs. Shirley Knight

Ms Ann Landers

Mr Peter Lawlord

Hon Edward Levs

Hon John Lindsay

Mr Don Masihe

Mrs Marsha Mason

Or Kari Menminger

My Jane McMichae!

Hon Abner Mikva

Mr Patnica Murphy

Mr George D Newton. Jr
Mr Mitton Rector

Mr Will Rogers

Mr James W Rouse

Hon Witham Rucheisheus
Rabbd: Alexander M. Schindier
Mr Nesl Swmon

October 4, 1976, my grandson was
iting for his order, with his

is man came in, shot Michael,
in his belt, and
my grandson, but wanted to

this murder,
teased him, and

a handgun.”
-—Mrs. Flo E. Thornton, Antioch, California.

Dear Frierd,

Since my appearance on (BS's "60 Minutes,” I have
received hundreds of letters like Mrs. Thornton's.

You may know from that program that my own son was
murdered by a in one of San Francisco's Zebra
killings in 1974. But did you also know that while “60
Minutes” was being aired, another handgun murder was being
comitted somewhere in the United States?

In fact, more than one American is murdered with a
handgun every hour of every day. -

And I mean handgquns, not rifles or shotguns. And
murders, not accidents.

And in testimony before the House Judiciary Sub-
camnittee on Crime, Harlan Carter, Executive Vice President
of the National Rifle Association, was asked, "So therefore
you would rather allow those convicted felons, mentally
deranged people, violently addicted to narcotics people to
have guns, rather than to have the screening process for
honest people like yourself. Is that correct?"

*A price we pay for freedam — " replied Harlan Carter.

Thousands pay the price for his so-called freedam
year, but statistics can never measure the human suffering
of the victims of handgun violence. Like the parents,
relatives and friends of those who died from "Son of Sam's"
.44 caliber revolver, or of those who were shot down in the
streets of New Orleans by a crazed gurman, or like Mayor
George Moscone or Supervisor Harvey Milk who were shot down
in San Francisco's City Hall, or Mrs. Harold Hughes of Lone
Star, Texas, who wrote me,

"Three months ago, Mr. Shields, our 16-year-old
son became a part of those statistics. Mr. Shields,

(over, please)
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Mrs. Hughes is right. There are hundreds of thousands of handgun victims
like her. They, along with the vast majority of Americans (over 80% by last
poll), favor strong Federal handgun controls, but year after year Congress has
refused to pass any meaningful control legislation. Why?

Because, until now, the only people who have been really organizad are
against handgun control .

Until now, the only people who decide their vote on this one issue alone are
against handgun control.

Until now, the only people Congress has heard from on this issue are against
controls.

Not any more. Handgun Control, Inc. is organizing a national constituency
for handgun control spearheaded by "victims of handgun violence,” and that is why
I have written to you. Because, in a very real sense, we are all victims of
handgun violence.

With your help, we can 6rganize the victims of handgun violence into a force
that will match the National Rifle Association both in numbers and intensity.

We're going to let the members of Congress know that there is a unified
active bloc of voters for wham handgun control is the number one issue, and who
have the power to vote them out of office if they don't vote for handgun control.

DOES HANDGUN CONTROL
REALLY STAND A CHANCE?

I firmmly believe this is the first effort of its kind that not only has a
realistic chance for winning but will get the job done.

But you don't have to take my word alone. Many praminent victims of handgun
violence are convinced of the soundness of this concept and have decided to join
me in this crusade.

Ethel Kennedy is one. If you think back over the years since her husband
was murdered, you will realize that she has never once spoken publicly or lent

her name to any effort of this kind.

She could not bring herself to do it, but now she is supporting Handgun
Control, Inc. Joe Kennedy, Jr., is as well.

Martin Luther King, Sr., whose son was murdered with a rifle, but whose wife
was murdered with a handgun, has also chosen to give his support and leadership
to this organization.

(next page, please)
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I have also explained this idea to those who should know best what will
change the climate in Congress — the political leadership. Both Senator Biward
Kennedy and Senator Jacob Javits have written me expressing their belief that
this is the first thing they've seen that has a real chance to succeed.

WHAT WILL WE DO?

Vvictims of handgun violence are being recruited as part of Handgun Control,
Inc., the oldest registered non-profit citizens lobby working solely for the
enactment of intelligent Federal handgun control laws.

I underline "handgun" because we don't want to deprive America's 20-million
hunters and sportsmen of their rifles and shotguns. These weapons are hard to
conceal, are seldam used in crime, and rarely take part in the acts of passion,
accidents and suicides that occur in the home.

We want a Federal law which will reduce the availability of handguns to
criminals and which will make handgun manufacturers, dealers and owners responsi-
ble and accountable for these deadly weapons. Provisions would include
licensing, registration, tighter controls over manufacturers and dealers, compen-
sation for victims, and a ban on Saturday Night Specials (small, concealable
non-sporting type handguns). Here, basically, is how we will achieve that goal:

1. RECRUIT VICTIMS — We have already recruited nationally prominent
victims for our cause, but for every family of a fallen leader, there are
thousands and thousands of other loved ones whose suffering, grief and pain are
just as real. We are asking all the victims of handgun violence — the
survivors, the wounded, the frightened -- to join me in telling the real story of
handgun violence in America.

If you have experienced a handgun tragedy, I invite and urge you to send me
a card or letter today telling your story. Your experience, in your own words,
will be one of the most potent weapons we have in the fight against the handgun
menace.

2. EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AND OONGRESS —— Through paid television, newspaper
and magazine ads, and a campelling, emotional film for use by a national victims'
speakers bureau, we will tell the public and the Congress the facts about handgun
control and the personal stories of the victims.

Newspapers, network and local news shows will also be given a "handgun body
count® to report just as they did during the Vietnam war. During the war years,
when over 56,000 Americans were killed, the body count from handgun murders right
here in the United States was even higher!

3. LOBBY OONGRESS -- Led by "Victims," Handgun Control, Inc. will be
lobbying Congress intensively through presentations at Congressional Hearings,
and individual and group visits with Congressmen.

To maintain the pressure on Congress, we will organize membership letter-
writing drives in support of key handgun control legislation, a device which the
National Rifle Association has been using successfully for years. We are going
to tell them that we don't want to became victims of handgun violence.

(over, please)
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Each Congresaman will also receive the handgun body count, news clippings
fram across the country on handgun violence, a victim-of-the-day story, and four
or five letters fram individual victims each day.

But if assaulting the conscience of Congress doesn't move enough legislators
to support handgun controls, the next step in our plan surely will.

4. PUBLICIZE THE STANDS OF OONGRESSMEN AND CANDIDATES — Handgun Control,
Inc. will monitor the voting records of Congressmen on the handgun gontrol issue
and also keep track of where candidates for Congress stand. OQur findings will
result in a handgun control rating for every present and would-be Congressman.
The ratings will be distributed exclusively to our members.

In advance of the '80 elections, interested "victims" will also be
encouraged to form separate Political Action Committees. The job of these inde-
pendent committees will be to develop single issue wvoting .blqcs for hal:ndggn
control. If voters for handgun control can demonstrate their influence in just
half a dozen districts in 1980, the message will ring out loud and clear in the
ears of every other member of Congress. And that's when handgun control will
finally became law.

We need only to find 5,000 people in each targeted District ready to vote on
this issue alone to have a tremendous influence on the outcame of both primary
and general elections in a District. It would be political suicide for any
Congressional candidate to ignore a single-issue bloc of 5,000 voters, and the
*Victims” will make sure they are not ignored.

5. WIN YOUR SUPPORT — We must have your support, both moral and financial,
or none of the above plans and programs will see the light of day.

Congress won't act unless you do. The free and easy access to handguns will
remain, the killings will go on, and a fanatic minority in love with their
pocket- sized murder machines will continue to thwart the will of the majority
because the majority is silent.

You can change that, and change it now, by sending your check for $15 — and
your story if you have one to tell — to Handgun Control, Inc. I'll see to it
that you are kept fully informed of our plans and progress.

By joining hands with me and the other victims working for Handgun Control,
Inc., you'll be helping to turn a new idea into a powerful reality that will at
long last win sane handgun control for America.

The National Rifle Association likes to say, "Guns don't kill -- people do."

"But guns do kill. And so does apathy.

Please let me know we can count on your help today.
Sincerely,

Fole il

Nelson T. Shields, III
Chaiman




EDWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

Vinited Slates Denatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20810

Dear Friend,

For forty years, as long as polls have been
taken, surveys have shown that a substantial
majority of the American people want some kind
of Federal control established over the sale
and ownership of handguns.

Just plain common sense tells them that
there is a connection between the unprecedented
number of shootings in America and the fact that
this country has the world's loosest gun laws.

The gun control law passed in 1968 by the
Congress was a start, but certainly it is time
that we strengthen this legislation. Recent
efforts have not been favorably acted upon by
the Congress. The opponents of effective gun
control legislation have a powerful organization
which has been able to bring considerable
political pressure and influence on some members
of Congress.

The only way out of this dilemma is to
create a counter political cost.

Until recently, only the gun owners have
been organized to fight on Capitol Hill. Now
the rest of us are getting together.

I hope you'll read the enclosed material
and join us.

Edward M. Kennedy
United States Senate

Printed and mailed by Handgun Control. inc
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Dear Friend,
"We have the best Congress money can buy!"

It’s a sad fact. But, it°s true. Mark Twain said it nearly 100 years

ago. Senator Edvard Kennedy reminded us of this painful fact a fewv months
ago vhen he said:

"Representative government on Capitol Hill is in the
vorst shape I have seen it in my 16 years in the Senate. The
-heart of the problem is that the Senate and the House are

avash in a sea of special interest campaign contributions and
special interest lobbying."

Nowhere is the truth of that statement more evident than vhen it comes
to the issue of handgun control. For 40 years public opinion polls have
shown that the majority of American people want strict control over the
sale and ownership of handguns. Yet, year after year, the will of the
majority has been thwarted by high pressure lobbying designed to intimidate
Congress, and a flood of campaign contributions aimed at "buying” a
Congress vho consistently votes against handgun control. The situation is
scandalous. And daqgerous.

-

Here are the frightening facts about handgun violence in America:

During the Vietnam War more Americans were murdered with handguns here
at home than were killed in Vietnam.

The United States leads the civilized world in handgun murders.
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24 Americans will be murdered by this time tomorrow by handguns.
Someone in America is robbed or assaulted by a handgun every two
minutes.

There will be at least 250,000 more victims of handgun crime in America
one year from now.

At least 50 million uncontrolled handguns are in circulation in the
United States. At the current rate of production and importation,
there will be some 100 million uncontrolled handguns in private hands
by the year 2000!

The problems which stem from handguns have reached epidemic propor-
tions. The American people know that. The most recent public opinion
polls clearly demonstrate that 83X of the American people perceive the
severity of the problem and want something done about it. Yet, Congress
refuses to do anything about it. Why?

(over, please)
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Because Congress has been intimidated. Yes, it’s been bought and

bullied by the massive campaign contributions and threats of political
retaliation of the National Rifle Association. In 1976 the NRA spent
$100,000 on financing the campaigns of "friendly" Congressmen and Senators.
In 1978 their "investment"” increased to more than $600,000! That same year
the NRA spent more than $3.5 million on lobbying efforts aimed at pre-
venting any form of handgun control legislation.

The National Rifle Association has perfected the ultimate weapon in
political intimidation -- the skilled use of campaign contributions.

Through what it calls the Political Victory Fund, the NRA raises and spends
hundreds of thousands of dollars to elect friends and punish enemies.

There are Congressmen and Senators willing to fight for you and me and
the cause of handgun control in Congress. They do so at an enormous price.
For, the NRA and its allies want to silence these voices for handgun
control in Washington. In the last Congressional elections the NRA claims
to have beaten Congressman Donald Fraser, Senator Dick Clark and Senator
Thomas McIntyre using its political cash.

Here in Washington the NRA has raised fear and intimidation to an art
forme Their mimeograph machines, telephone networks and computer banks
work around the clock flooding Capitol Hill whenever an important vote om
handgun control legislation arises. They have placed Congressmen omn their
Board of Directors, and one -- Congressman John Ashbrook of Ohio == has
introduced legislation to repeal this nation’s existing federal gum control
laws. So pervasive is their power that even the President of the United
States fears for his own reelection if he tries to follow through on his
campaign promise for handgun control.

Congress fears. The President fears. And, in the time it has taken
you to read this far, another American has been assaulted with a handgum.

What can be done against this powerful, wealthy force? Must this voci-
ferous and wealthy proponent of a small minority’s point of view be allowed
to go unchallenged year after year in thwarting the will of the vast
majority of Americans who desire better handgun control? No. They cannot.
They must not!

34040472039

We are a national organization willing to take on the NRA. And, I‘m
asking you to join this organization -- HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. HANDGUN
CONTROL — formerly the National Council to Control Handguns -- is at the
top of the NRA’s enemy list. There is good reason for that. HANDGUN
CONTROL has served notice to the NRA that its days of bullying, badgering
and buying Congress are numbered. HANDGUN CONTROL has launched a series of
programs aimed at focusing the light of public opinion on Congress.
HANDGUN CONTROL, like the NRA, is a special interest. But the special
interest we represent is 80 of the American public which wants to end the
wanton spread of handgun violence.

When Congress understands how deeply the American people feel about the
threat of handgun violence, it will have to look beyond the threats and
intimidation of the NRA and the minority viewpoint it represents and move .

(next page, please)
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to do something about the problem. That will be a sad day for the NRA.
And that day is coming.

Until that day a nev handgun will be sold every 13 seconds -- you and
your chances of becoming a victim of handgun violence will increase.
Because we are all victims of handgun violence, HANDGUN CONTROL has
launched an exciting new program to dramatically highlight the need for
Congressional action.

I firmly believe that this program —— called The Victims of Handgun
Violence -~ is the first effort of its kind that has a realistic chance for
vinning handgun control. You don’t have to take my word alone. Many
prominent victims of handgun violence are convinced of the soundness of
this concept and have decided to join us in this crusade.

Ethel Kennedy is helping us. If you think back over the years since
her husband was murdered, you will realize that she has never once spoken
publicly or lent her name to any effort of this kind. Her son, Joe, is
also helping us.

Martin Luther King, Sr., whose son was mirdered with a rifle, but whose
wife was murdered with a handgun, has also chosen to give his support and
leadership to this organization.

A number of political leaders feel strongly that this program will help
change the climate in Congress. Both Senator Edward Kennedy and Senator
Jacob Javits have expressed their belief that this program has a real
chance to succeed. Congressmen Peter Rodino and Abner Mikva (himself a
target of the NRA’s Political Victory Fund) and many other legislators
agree. -

But, we need your help. If there is ome thing Congress clearly
understands it is money and political clout. We need your dues to help
meet the costs of mounting this exciting new program. We need to be able
to count you as one of a growing number of Americans whose political clout
on Capitol Hill can help make a big difference. In the last two years
HANDGUN CONTROL has grown from 6,000 to more than 50,000 members. That’s
a measure of a growing belief on the part of citizens like you that it’s
time Congress heard from someone other than the NRA. In the last two years
we have fought the NRA in the courts to prevent erosion of existing handgun
control laws. Our victories prove that the NRA is not invincible.

1979 is a key year to begin to control handguns. It has been more than
a decade since the last attempt at a federal law. Thousands upon thousands
of Americans have been murdered by handguns since then. This year we want
a federal law that will control handguns: license handgun owners, ban the
"Saturday Night Specials" and make handgun commerce and ownership respon-
sible and accountable.

Here’s how we will achieve that goal:

l. Recruit victims to our cause. We are asking victims to join us in
telling the real story of handgun violence in America. We will then share
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that story with the American people and with Congress. I invite and urge
you to send ms s card or letter today describing your encounter with
handgun violence.

2. Educate the public and Congress. Through paid television, news-
paper and magazine ads and a compelling, emotional film for use by our
speakers’ bureau, we will tell the public and Congress the facts about
handgun control and the personal stories of the victims.

3. Lobby Congress. When legislation is introduced in the 96th
Congress, we will lobby intensively through presentations at Congressional
hearings and through individual and group visits with Congressmen. We will
organize letter-writing campaigns in support of key handgun control
legislation. We will send each Congressman a handgun body count, news
clippings from his Congressional district on handgun violence, a victim of
the veek story and four or five letters from victims in their Congressional
districts each week.

But if assaulting the conscience of Congress doesn’t move enough
legislators to support handgun controls, the next step in our plan surely
will.

4. Publicize the stands of Congressmen and candidates. HANDGUN -
CONTROL, INC. will monitor the voting records of Congressmen on the handgun

control issue and keep track of vhere candidates for Congress stand. Our
findings will result in a handgun control rating for every present and
would-be Congressman. The ratings will be distributed to our members prior
to che 1980 elections.

5. Win your support. First, we must have your support, both moral- and
financial, or none of these plans will see the light of day.

Congress won’t act unless you do. The free and easy access to uncon-
trolled handguns will remain. The killings will go on. A fanatic minority
in love with their pocket-sized murder machines and led by the NRA will
continue to thwart the will of the mejority because the msjority is silent.

You can change that, and change it now, by sending your check for $15 —
and your story if you have one to tell =-- to HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. 1°11 see
to it that you are kept fully informed of our plans and progress.

The National Rifle Association likes to say, "guns don’t kill -- people
do." But guns do kill. And so does apathy.

Please let me know we can count on your help today.
Sincerely,

Pl il

Nelson T. Shields
Chairaan
HANDGUN CONTROL, INC.
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To: President Jimmy Carter
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20001

Dear President Carter,
I'm concerned about the dangerous presence of more than 50 million uncontrolled hand-

guns in our society.

In vour 1976 campaign you promised to do something. At that time 1 admired your stand.
But. as of now there has been no action from your Administration.

Most Americans want a handgun control bill and they want it now.

Sincerely,
S WP WPIP AT
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i HANDGUN

CONTROL
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I want to join . .. 1A0a

1 want to join over 50,000 other angry Americans in Handgun ControPs eflort to bring pressure on President Carter and on
Congress. To tell them that the majority is no longer silent. To tell them that they had better start listening before it's too late. To tell them
that it’s about time they overcame their fear of the vociferous minority and began keeping their promises to the majority.

[ Please enter my membership immediately and see that | start receiving all the Handgun Control benefits including Washington
Report, a fact-filled, action-oriented bulletin which will keep me up-to-date on developments in the White House and on Capitol Hill.

[J My $15 annual dues are enclosed.

] To help even more, my check includes—
in addition to my dues—an additional contri-
bution to help Handgun Control in its fight
against the highly financed gun lobby.

0] s10 []s20 []s$s0 [] $w00

(O Other $
{3 1 sent my message to President Carter.

Please make your check payable to
Control and return along with this form to
Handgun Control, 810 16th Street, N.W.,
Washingion, D.C. 20006.

I give a damn...

... about the dangers of 50 million uncontrolled handguns in our society.

. . . about the 300,000 crimes committed with a handgun each year.

. . . about the thousands of handgun murders of my fellow citizens at the rate of one each
hour.

.. . about the sale of a new handgun every 13 seconds.

I say stop this madness, President Carter. . .

Stop giving in to the demands of the militant and vociferous minority.

Stop avoiding the issue of handgun control. '

Stop breaking your promise to the Americans that you would support effective handgun
control legislation.



First Class
Permit No. 10848
Washington, D.C.

Business Reply Mail

No postage stamp necessary if mailed in the United States

Postage will be paid by

Handgun Control, Inc.
P.O. Box 19270
Washington, D.C. 20036
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Dear Friend,

Three years ago, during his campaign for the Presidency, Jimmy
Carter took a stand which, in the eyes of some, seemed a bit surprising
for a Southern Governor from a rural area: he firmly and forcefully
endorsed the need for effective handgun control legislation in the
United States.

Candidate Carter's position brought forth the wrath of that
militant minority of Americans who oppose any handgun control
legislation — and it may have cost him the wotes of a fervent few.

But it also won him the support of millions of other Americans,
who shared his convictions and respected his courage.

They believed that Jimmy Carter — Southerner, small town business-
man, fiscal conservative, Naval Academy graduate, military man, hunter
and sportsman — was uniquely qualified to lead and educate the
American people on the issue of handgun control.

And shortly after the 1976 elections, they became convinced that
their hopes had been well placed. Hamilton Jordan, Jimmy Carter's

chief political advisor, told friends that the time had come for
handgun ocontrol. i

But then something happened.
Samething called fear.

And a very special kind of fear it is.

Not the kind of fear I felt when my son was killed by a handgun.

Not the kind of fear the Kennedy and King families have felt.

And not the kind of fear that millions of our fellow citizens —
small business people, working people, retired people, young people ——
feel every day...and every night!

No, not that kind of fear.

What the Carter Administration felt...and what the Congress has
felt...is a different kind of fear.

Political fear.

(over, please)
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Jimmy Carter's advisors and strategists are afraid of the -umm».
minority of Americans who will stop at nothing in their misguided
efforts to stop handgun control,

Talk to Jimmy Carter's political advisors and they'll
that the pro-qun minority cuts across the traditional poliucafw
economic and geographical lines.

They'll tell you that the pro-gun forces are able to raise
millions of dollars and send out tens of millions of pieces of direct
mail.

But most important, Carter's strategists will tell you that the
rest of us — the majority of Americans who do support handgun control
- really don't give a damn. That it's not a crucial issue for us.

These conclusions have led the Carter strategists to decide that
the best political approach is to do nothing. To sit tight, do nothing
about handgun control legislation on Capitol Hill.

That way, they believe, they can keep the militant minority
appeased — while providing the rest of us with lip service about the
issue.

It's a strategy designed to soothe everyone.

Everyone, that is, except the 30 Americans who will be robbed or
assaulted with a handgun during the next 60 minutes.

Everyone, that is, except the 24 Americans who will be murdered
with handguns during the next 24 hours.

Everyone, that is, except those Americans who give a dam. Those
Americans who are ready to say stop this madness. And stop it now. I
think you are one of those Americans. That's why I'm writing to you,

It's this group of Americans — people like you — who can make
Carter and key members of the Congress change their minds.

The fact is that more than 80% of the people of ocur country
support handgun control. And what is needed is not only more support
and more education, but, primarily, more political action.

We need to let those who have had the courage to stand up on the
issue — such as Senator Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts and Repre-
sentative Abner Mikva of Illinois — know that we are behind them in
their efforts.

And we need to let those who have turned their back on us — like
President Carter — know that we know.

We need a clear-cut program designed to change the climate in the
white House and the Congress on the handgun control issue. For it is

(next page, please)
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only by changing the political climate that we can bring a halt to tho
senseless tragedy caused by the free and easy access to handguns.

We are a national organization that can represent your interests. A
national organization made up of men and women like you who want President
Carter and Congress to know they can not turn their backs on us simply
because the gun lobby is well-heeled and more vociferous. Our
organization is HANDGUN CONTROL, INC.

HANDGUN CONTROL, INC., formerly the National Council to Control
Handguns, is a citizens lobby of more than 50,000 active members who feel
that it's about time President Carter pays attention both to his own
campaign promises and to the fact that 80% of the American people want
something done about handguns. Not campaign promises. Action.

We believe that now is the time to mount an all-out effort to
persuade President Carter and Congress to act. We have designed a program
which has been endorsed by Senators Kennedy and Javits and by a mmber of
leading Congressmen including Representatives Peter Rodino and Abner
Mikva. But, to make it work, we need your help.

Our goal is to win passage of effective federal handgun control
legislation. Our goal is not to ban all handguns. We have set our sights
can be made to happen. We are working for:

a Federal law requiring the registration of handguns;
the licensing of handgun owners;

a ban on “Saturday Night Specials";

legislation to make the handgun business responsible
and accountable.

Just as our goals are practical and specific, so is the program we
have designed to achieve them. Here is what we plan to do:

1. Recruit victims. No one can explain the need for handgun control
better than the widow of a proprietor of a neighborhood grocery store who
was killed during a robbery or the husband of a young nurse attacked on
her way home fram the night shift. The support of nationally prominent
victims, like the Kennedys and the Kings, is important. But it's even
more important to explain what handgun control can mean to ordinary
Americans.,

2. Educate the public and the Congress. HANDGUN CONTROL has already
recruited top professionals to design a program to utilize all media —
radio, television, magazines, newspapers — whether on a paid or free
basis to tell our story to the people.

3. Lobby Congress. Led by handgun victims, law enforcement officers
and other citizens concerned about the need for handgun control, we plan
to talk directly to the decision-makers on Capitol Hill.

(over, please)
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state and district, just where those who are
we're going to remind you who kept his promise — .\ﬂmdi.a\'t.

To do these things, of course, we must first do something else. We
must win your own support.

HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. cannot rely on special interests to support our
cause. We cannot rely on handgun manufacturers or handgun dealers. We
must, instead, rely on you.

Will you help?
Will you help let Jimmy Carter know that we care?

Jimmy Carter and Congress won't act unless you do. 'l‘bey'walteady
proved that the political fear inspired by the gun lobby is more powerful
than the will of the silent majority. But, they will act when they know -
just how important the Issue of handgun control is to their own
self-interest. They will act when they know that the majority will no
longer remain silent. They will act when the light of public opinion

exposes the folly of their efforts to appease a militant and tiny
minority.

When you join HANDGUN CONTROL you will be joining with handgun
victims, with law enforcement officers, progressive and courageous
legislators, celebrities and ordinary citizens like you and me — all
concerned with the free and easy access to handguns in our country. You
will be joining a movement which represents the millions of Americans who
have the cammon sense to know that the presence of 50 million uncontrolled
handguns in our society is dangerous. And who have the common sense to
know that the presence of 100 million uncontrolled handguns in 20 more
years is insanity.
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When you join HANDGUN OONTROL you will be helping us put the spot-
light on President Carter's unfulfilled campaign promise of 1976 — a
promise we will not let him ignore in 1980.

Sincerely,

ol s

Nelson T. Shields
Chairman

P.S. There is a fact I forgot to mention. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation estimates that about 300,000 people a year are
subjected to injury, assault, rape or death at the point of a .
handgun. That means that more than one million Americans have
suffered from handguns since President Carter made his promise.
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Enclosed: A special message
for Californians
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NELSON TURNER SHIELDS Il
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

Dear Californian,

The menace of the handgun in our society has
taken on a special meaning for you.

The slayings of Mayor Moscone and Supervisor
Milk are but the most recent in a string of tragic
events caused by the free and easy access to hand-
guns in your state. Two attempts on the life of
President Ford, the assassination of Robert Kennedy,
the Manson murders, the Zebra killings...

But, California should not be singled out.
The problem is not unique to your state. The un-
controlled and ready access to handguns represents
a national problem of epidemic proportions. And,
the problem can only be solved by attacking it on
a national level. That's why I'm writing to ask
that you become part of the fastest growing national
handgun control organization in the country.

I've enclosed a copy of a letter which I am
sending to thousands of concerned citizens like you
in every state. It announces a new program which I
feel will succeed in forcing Congress to pass an
effective handgun control law. Please read it and
then take a minute to respond.

As a Californian you are more aware than most
of the dangers which lie ahead if we let the free
and easy access to handguns go unchecked. I share
your concern. My son died on a San Francisco
street. The victim of a misused handgun.

Sincerely,

Fole il

Pete Shields
Chairman
Handgun Control, Inc.
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Handgun Control, Inc.

PO Box 19270. Washington, D C 20036

Yes, | am sick of our deadly addiction to handguns Let's make Congress end the free trathc in handguns the weapons of crnime
[J Enclosed 1s my membership dues of $15 for which | will receive Handgun Control, Inc 's Washington Report and Legislative Alerts.
[ 1 want to do even more. In addition 1o my membership dues | have enclosed an extra contribution of:

(J s [J $20 [J $50 ] $100 [J $250 (JOthers. . _.

TotalEnclosed .
Please make checks payable to

Handgun Control, inc.

Have you, anyonein your family, or a friend ever
been attacked or threatened with a handgun?
OYes O No
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Now the victims
of handgun violence

are Li_ghting back!




Handgun Control, inc.
810 18th Street, NW. ® Washington, D.C. 20006 ¢ (202) 638- a3
Fermerly the Netione! Counel 1o Contrel Handguns.

Ms. Alison Davis
410 N. 800 E.
Provo, Utah 84601
Dear Ms. Davis:

rWe have the best Congress money can buy!"

It's o sad fact. But, it's true. Mark Twain said it
nearly 100 years ago. Senctor Edword Kennedy reminded
us of this painful fact a few months ago when he said:

"Representative government on Capitol Hill IS

In the worst shape I have seen It In my 16 years
In the Senate. The heart of the problem IS that
the Senate and the House are awash in o sea of
speclial Interest campaign contributions and
special interest lobbyling."

Nowhere is the truth of that statement more evident than
when It comes to the Issue of handgun control. For 40
years public opinion polls have shown that the majority
of American people want strict control over the sale aond
ownership of guns. Yet, year after year, the will of the
majority has been thwarted by high pressure lobbying
designed to intimidate Congress and o flood of campaign
contributlions aimed at "buying™ a Congress who consis-
tently votes ggginst handgun control. The slituation Is
scandalous. And dangerous.

Here are the frightening facts aobout handgun violence In
America:

-- During the Vietnaom War more Americans were murdered
with hondguns here at home than were killed in Vietnam.

-- The United States leads the civilized worid in hand-
gun murders.

-- 24 Americons will be murdered by this time tomorrow
by hondguns. Someone in America Is robbed or assaulted
by o hondgun every two minutes.

== There will be ot leaost 250,000 more victims of hand-
gun crimes in America one year from nouw.

-- At leost 50 milllon handguns are In circulation in
the United States. At the current rate of production



oand Importation, there will be some 100 miillon hand-
guns In private hands by the year 20091

The problems which stem from hondguns have reached epl-
demic proportions. The American people know thot, The
most recent public opinion polis cleariy demonstrote that
83% of the American people percelve the severity of the
problem ond want something done about it. Yet, Congress
refuses to do anything about It. Why?

Because Congress haos been Intimidoted. Yes, It's been
bought aond bulllied by the massive campaign contributions
ond threats of politicaol retalliation of the National
Rifle Assocliation. 1In 1976 the NRA spent $100, 0G0 on
financing the compaigns of "friendiy™ Congressmen and
Senctors. In 1978 thelr "investment™ iIncregsed to more
than $600, 000! That some year the NRA spent more than
$3.5 million on lobbylng efforts cimec at preventing any
form of handgun control leglisliation.

The NRA has perfected the ultimate weapon In political
intimidation -- the skiiled use of campalign contributlions.
Through what It calls the Politicaol Victory Fund, the NRA
ralses and spends hundreds of thousonds of dollars to
elect friends and punish enemles. -

Congress fears. The President fears. And, in the time
it has taoken you to read this far, another American has
been assaoulited with a handgun.

What can be done against this powerful, wealthy force?
Must this vociferous and wealthy proponent of a small
minority's point of view be allowed to go unchallenged
year after year In thworting the will of the vast majority
of Americons who desire better haondgun control? 0.

They cannot. They must not!

Now there Is a notional orgaonlization willing to take on
the NRA. And, I'm asking you to jJoin this organization
-- HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. HANDGUN CONTROL -- formerly the
National Counclil to Control Handguns -- is at the top of
the NRA's enemy list. There is good reason for that.
HANDGUN CONTROL hos served notice to the NRA that its
days of bullying, badgering and buying Congress are num-
bered. HANDGUN CONTROL has lounched a series of pro-
grams aimed at focusing the Iight of public opinion on
Congress. HANDGUN CONTROL, like the NRA, is a special
Interest. But the special Interest we represent Is 80%
of the American public which wants to end the wanton
spread of handgun violence.

When Congress understands how deepiy the American people
feel about the threat of hcndgun viclence, it will hove
to look beyond the threats ancd Intimidatian of the NRA
and the minority viewpoint i1t represents and move to do
something about the problem. That wlll be a sod day for




the NRA. And the day Is coming.

Until thaot day a new handgun will be sold every 13 sec-
onds -- and your chances of becoming o victim of'ﬁonagun
violence will Increase. Because we are all victims 0

handgun violence, HANDGUN CONTROL hos launched an exclting
new program to dramatically highliight the need for Con- A
gressional action. L

I firmiy belleve that this progrom -- called The Victims
of Handgun Violence -- Is the first effort of Its kind
that hos a realistic chaonce for winning handgun control.
You don't have to toke my word alone. Many prominent
victims of handgun violence are convinced of the sound-
ness of this concept ond hove declided to join us In this #
crusade. 1

Ethel Kennedy Iis heiping vs. If you think bock over the
years since her husbond was murdered, you wili realize
that she has never once spoken publicly or ient her nome
to ony effort of this kind. Her son, Joe, Is aiso helping
us.

Martin Luther King, Sr., whose son wos murdered with o
rifle, but whose wife was murdered with a handgun, has
also chosen to give his support and leadership to this
organizatlon.

A number of pollitical leaders feel strongly that this pro-
grom will help change the climate In Congress. Both Sen-
ator Edword Kennedy ond Senator Jacob Javits have expres-
sed thelr belief that this progrom hos o real chaonce to
succeed. Congressmen Peter Rodino and Abner Mikva --
themselves o target of the NRA's Political Victory Fund

-- and maony other leglisiators agree.

But, we need your help. 1If there Is one thing Congress
cleariy understands it Is money and political clout. We
need your dues to help meet the costs of mounting this
exciting new progrom. We need to be able to count you
as one of a growing number of Americans whose poilitical
clout on Capitol HilIl can help maoke o big difference.

In the last two years HANDGUN CONTROL has grown from
6,000 to more than 50, 000 members. That's a measure of
0 growing bellef on the part of citlzens I|ike you that
it's time Congress heard from someone other than the
NRA. In the last two years we have fought the NRA in
the courts to prevent erosion of existing gun controi
laws. Our victorles prove that the NRA is not invincible.

1979 Is o key year to begin to control handguns. It has
been more thaoan o decade since the !ast attempt ot a fed-
eral low. Thousaonds upon thousands of Americans have been
murdered by handguns since then. This year we want a
federal low that will contro! handguns: |lcense handgun
owners, ban the "Saturday Night Speciais" and make hand-




gun commerce and ownership responsible and accountable.
Here's how we will ochleve that goal:

1. Recrult victims to our cause. We are asking victims
to Join us In telling the real story of handgun violence
in America. We wili then share that story with the
American people and with Congress.

2. Educate the public gnd Congress. Through pald tele-
vision, newspaper and maogozine ads and a compelllIng,

emotionol flilm for use by our speakers®' bureau, we wll|
tell the public and Congress the facts about handgun con-
trol and the personal stories of the victims.

3. Llobby Congress. When legisliation Is Introduced In the
new Congress, we wlll lobby intensively through presenta-
tlons ot Congressional hearings and through Indlviaual

ond group visits with Congressmen. But, if assoulting

the conscience of Congress doesn't move enough legislia-
tors to support handgun controls, the next step in our
plaon surely will.

4. Publicize the stands of Congressmen gnd condidgtes.
HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. will monitor the voting records of
Congressmen on the haondgun control Issue and keep track

of where candidates for Congress stand. Our findings wlil
result In o handgun control rating for every present and
would-be Congressman.

5. Win your support. FIirst, we must have your support,
both moral and financial, or none of these plans will see
the light of day.

Congress won't act unless you do. The free and easy
occess to uncontrolled handguns will remain. The kiliings
will go on. A fanatic minority in love with their pocket-
sized murder machines and led by the NRA will contlnue

to thwart the will of the maojority because the majority

Is silent.

You can change that, and change It now, by sending your
check for $15 -- and your story If you have one to tell =--
to HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. I*'Il see to |t that you are

kept fully Informed of our plaons ond progress.

The NRA likes to say, "guns don't klill -- people do."™
But guns do kill. And so does apathy. Please let me
know if we can count on your help today.

Sincerely,

ol Al

Shlelds
Chai rman
HANDGUN CONTROL, INC.
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Handgun Control, lac? ° 4 2 4 7 7

P.O. Box 19270, Washington, D.C. 20036

Yes, | am sick of our deadly addiction to handguns. Let's make Congress end the free tratfic in handguns—ihe weapons of crime.
[0 Enclosed is my membership dues of $15 for which | will receive Handgun Control, Inc.'s Washingfon Report and Legisiative Alerts.
[0 1 want to do even more. In addition to my membership dues | have enclosed an extra contribution of:

0OS$0 []$20 [])$50 []J$00 ([]$250 [] Others

Tolal@nolosed:- - —

Please make checks payabie to
Handgun Centrel, Inc.

Have you, anyone in your family, or a friend ever
been attacked or threatened with a handgun?
0 Yes 0O No




Handgun Conlra. Inc.
810 18th Street, N.W. ® Washington, D.C. 20006 ® (202) 638-4723
Formerty the Nations! Counell (o Contrel Mandgune.

Ms. Susan Gal loway-Seidl
630 NInth St reet
Menasha, Wisconsin 54952

Dear Ms. Galloway-Seidl:
"We have the best Congress money can buy!"

It's o0 sad fact. But, it's true. Mark Twain sold it
nearly 100 years ago. Senator Edward Kennedy reminded
us of this painful fact o few months ago when he sald:

"Representat ive government on Caplitol HIill Is

in the worst shape I have seen It In my 16 years
in the Senate. The heart of the problem iIs that
the Senate and the House are awash in a sea of
special Interest campaign contributions and
special Interest lobbying.”

Nowhere Is the truth of that statement more evident than
when It comes to the issuve of handgun control. For 40
years public opinion poilis have shown that the majority
of American peopie want strict control over the sale and
ownership of guns. Yet, year after year, the wiil of the
majority has been thwarted by high pressure lobbying
designed to Intimlidate Congress and a fliood of campaign
contributions almed at "buying” o Congress who consis-
tently votes ggainst hondgun control. The situation Is
scandalous. And dangerous.

Here are the frightening facts about handgun violence In
America:

-~ During the Vietnam War more Americans were murdered
with handguns here at home than were killed In Vietnam.

-~- The United States ieads the civiilized worid in hand-
gun murders.

-~ 264 Americans wili be murdered by this time tomorrow
by handguns. Someone in Americao |Is robbed or assaulted
by g handgun every two minutes.

-- There will be ot teast 250,000 more victims of hand-
gun crimes In America one year from now.

-- At least 50 million handguns are in circuiation In
the United States. At the current rate of production



and Importation, there will be some 100 mii|jon hond-
guns In private hands by the year 20091

The problems which stem from handguns have reoched epl-
demic proportions. The American people know that. The
most recent public opinion polls cleariy demonst rate thaot
83X of the American people percelve the severity of the
probiem and waont something done about It. Yet, Congress
refuses to do anything about It. Why?

Because Congress hos been intimidoted. Yes, It's been
bought and bullied by the mossive campalgn contributions
and threats of political retallation of the Natlonal
Rifle Association. In 1976 the NRA spent $¢100, 0CO0 on
financing the campaigns of *friendiy® Congressmen and
Senators. In 1978 their "investment® Increased to more
than $600, 000! That saome year the NRA spent more than
$3.5 milllon on lobbying efforts cimec at preventing any
form of handgun control legisliation..

The NRA has perfected the ultimate weapon in polltical
intimidation -- the skliled use of campaign contributions.
Through what it calls the Polltical Victory Fund, the NRA
raises and spends hundreds of thousands of dollars to
elect friends and punish enemles.

Congress fears. The President fears. And, In the time
it has taken you to read this far, another American has
been assauited with a handgun.

What can be done against this powerful, wealthy force?
Must this voclferous and weaithy proponent of a small
minority*s point of view be allowed to go unchal lenged
year after year In thworting the will of the vast majority
of Americans who desire better handgun control? 0.

They cannot. They must not!

Now there Is a national organization willing to take on
the NRA. And, I'm asking you to Join this organization
-- HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. HANDGUN CONTROL -- formerly the
Nat ional Council to Control Handguns -- Is ot the top of
the NRA's enemy lIst. There IS good reason for that.
HANDGUN CONTROL haos served notice to the NRA that Its
days of bullying, bodgering and buying Congress are num-
bered. HANDGUN CONTROL hos launched a series of pro-
grams aimed ot focusing the Iight of public opinion on
congress. HANDGUN CONTROL, Ilke the NRA, Is a speclal
Interest. But the speciaol Interest we renresent Is 80X%
of the American public which wants to end the wanton
spread of handgun violence.

When Congress understands how deeply the Americaon people
feel gbout the threat of hcndgun viclence, It will have
to look beyond the threats aonc Intimidatian of the NRA
ond the minority viewpoint i1t represents and move to do
something about the problem. That will be o sad day for




the NRA. And the day IS coming.

Until that day a new handgun will be sold every sec-
onds -- and your chances of becoming a victim of handgun
violence will Increase. Because we are all victims of

handgun violence, HANDGUN CONTROL has lounched an exciting
new program to dromatically highlight the need for Con-
gressional actlon.

I firmly belleve that this progrom -- called The Victims
of Handgun Violence -- Is the first effort of Its kind
that has a realistic chance for winning handgun control.
You don*'t have to take my word alone. Many prominent
victims of handgun violence are convinced of the sound-
ness of this concept and have decided to jJoin us In this
crusade.

Ethel Kennedy is helping us. If you think back over the
years since her husbond was murdered, you will reallze
that she has never once spoken publicliy or lent her name
to any effort of this kind. Her son, Joe, Is agiso helping
us.

Martin Luther King, Sr., whose son was hurdered with a
rifle, but whose wife was murdered with a handgun, has.
aglso chosen to glve his support and leadership to this
organization.

A number of poiltical leaders feel strongly thot this pro-
gram will help change the cliimate Iin Congress. Both Sen-
ator Edward Kennedy and Senator Jacob Javits haove expres-
sed thelr belief that this program has a real chance to.
succeed. Congressmen Peter Rodino and Abner Mikva --
themselves a target of the NRA*s Political Victory Fund

-- and many other legisliators agree.

But, we need your help. If there Is one thing Congress
clearly understands It |Is money and political clout. We
need your dues to help meet the costs of mounting this
exciting new program. We need to be able to count you
as one of o growing number of Americans whose political
clout on Capitol Hill can help make o big difference.

In the last two years HANDGUN CONTROL haos grown from
6,000 to more than 50, 000 members. That's o measure of
o0 growing belief on the part of citlzens |ike you that
it's time Congress heard from someone other than the
NRA. In the last two years we have fought the NRA iIn
the courts to prevent eroslion of exlisting gun control
lqws. Our victories prove that the NRA is not invinclible.

1979 is o key year to begin to control handguns. It has
been more than a decade since the last attempt at o fed-
eral low. Thousands upon thousands of Americons have been
murdered by handguns since then. This year we want a

federal law that will contro! handguns: |icense handgun
owners, ban the "Saturday Night Speclais" aond make hand-




gun commerce and ownership responsibie oand cccountable.
Here*'s how we will achieve that goals

1. Recruilt victims to our couse. We are asking victims
to join us In telling the real story of handgun violence
in America. We will then share that story with the
American peopie and with Congress.

2. Educote the public gnd Congress. Through paid tele-
vision, newspaper and magazine ads and a compellling,
emotional film for use by our speakers®' bureou, we wllili
teil the public and Congress the facts about handgun con-
trol and the personal storles of the victims.

3. Llobby Congress. When leglisliation Is Introduced In the
new Congress, we will lobby Intensively through presenta-
fions at Congressional hearings and through Individual

and group visits with Congressmen. But, If assaulting

the consclience of Congress doesn't move enough legislia-
tors to support handgun controls, the next step In our
plian surely will.

4. Publicize the stonds of Congressmen gnd condidotes.
HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. will monitor the voting records of
Congressmen on the handgun control Issuve and keep traock

of where candidates for Congress stand. Our findings will
resuit in a handgun control rating for every present and
would-be Congressman.

5. Win your suvpport. First, we must have your support,
both moral and financial, or none of these plans will see
the light of day.

Congress won't act unless youv do. The free and easy
access to uncontrolled handguns will remain. The killlngs
will go on. A fanatic minority in love with thelr pocket-
sized murder mochines aond ied by the NRA will contlinve

to thwart the will of the mojority because the majority

is silent.

You can change that, and change It now, by sending your
check for $15 -- and your story If you have one to tell --
to HANDGUN CONTROL, INC. 11°I| see to It thot you are

kept fuliy Informed of our plons and progress.

The NRA likes to say, "guns don*'t kill -- people do."™
But guns do kill. And so does apathy. Please let me
know If we can count on your heip today.

Sincerely,

Tt Hitia

Chail rman
HANDGUN CONTROL, INC.




ENCLOSED:
Your first real chance
to tell the National
Rifle Associa