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DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL: JUN 16 w
S

NO.

REC'D:

MUR 151 (76)

5/27/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Referred internally by Disclosure Division

Respondent's Name: Wil

Relevant Statute: 2 U

Internal Reports Checked:

Federal Agencies Checked:

liam Knaus

.S.C. §§432b(a) and 437b(a)(1)

Attached correspondence

None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Respondent is a candidate for President and Senator, who has allegedly spent

a total of $4.00 on his two campaigns. "tatter was referred to Office of

,-..3General Counsel because respondent, answering an inquiry from the Disclosure

-Division stated that because of the limited funding for his campaign he would

'Tnot designate a chairman, a treasurer, or a depository for his campaign.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

Although there is a possible technical violation of 2 U.S.C. §§432(a) and

437b(a) (1), the factual circumstances involved in this matter suggest that

it should be handled without involvement of the Office of General Counsel.

RECOMMENDATI ON

Close file; transfer matter to Disclosure Division.

Date of Next Commission Review:

liam 

Knaus

None



BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of

William Knaus
MUR 151 (76)

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election

Commission, do hereby certify that on May 27, 1976, the Commission

adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel that it finds no

reason to believe that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign

Act, as amended, had been committed in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file in this case has been closed.

Marjori . Emmn ..Secretavto the Commission
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

Commissioner A Pnr _Zxr

MUR No. 1 (4-.

Date and Time of Transmittal

( ) Z object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

C024ENTS :

Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all
objections toMs. Marge Emmons ." .. .. --

-~ ........... If no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINCTON.D.C. 20463

Commissioner CL k

M4UR No. I5 (-2 ,

Date and Time of Transmittal

C ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

CO,4ENTS:

Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all
objections to"Ms. Marge Emmons "- 91 emJ4 .. -c1 ....
Z._ F_.- - If no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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Commissioner

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

217IN, N4-(1QDT"
7

M3R No. i'5 I

Date and Time of Transmittal

( ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

CO,4ENTS :

Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all
objections to Ms. Marge Emmons

'1 m ....: . If no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K STREET N.W
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463

Commissioner __________

MUR No. i_6I

Date and Time of Transmittal

C ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

COMM2ENTS: WgHA ('S 0)95CLOSUA4 SUe0POKC TD o WafI n4 ns)

Date: Signature :

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all
objections toMs. Marge Emmons " .-- C'_-...
UZI= . .... If no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K SIRELI NW.
WASHING TON, D.C. 20463

May 7, 1976

Memorandum for Drew McKay

From: Patricia Schering

Subject: William Knaus-Presidential candidate

Attached please find copies of correspondence
from RE and Mr. Knaus who feels he cannot be forced to designate
a chairman and a treasurer for his political committee. He directs
several statements to the Commission and I feel legal should res-
pond as he disagrees with ours...

0-1
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.ril 17, 1976
Federal Elections C issionI
1.25'K Street
Washington, D.C. a0463 ,

Dear Commissioners:,6 APR 19 P2: 12
This letter responds to your FEC Form 11, dated April 13, 1976.

kerhaps we can reach mutual accomodation through discussion.

If this discussion is not fruitful, I shall refer the issues tomy congressman and to the American Civil Liberties Union. If theycannot help, then, in lieu of legal conflict, 1 shall dissolve mycampaign on June 1, 1976. (Dissolution will terminate campaigning
and related actions; but 1 shall remain a dormant, financially inact-
ive "candidate-of-record" for receipt of write-in votes.)

In regard to the referenced requirement for a treasurer and achairman for a committee, I must advise you that my campaign is aone-man operation, for reasons of possible harassment. Ais you know,
persons identified with contriversial causes are often subjected to
harassment; for example, in innesota in 1974, the F.B.I. harassed
supporters of the Socialist Workers Party. in the Archonist case,
our anti-Zionist position can elicit harassment from Zionist-Jewsand from their supporters, In order to protect those who share myviews, I am operating a one-man campaign.

I suggest that 2 U.S.C. 452(a), which you cite, moy be unconstit-utional, tnat it may conflict with the guarantee of free expression
in the First imendment.

r7Surely, the guarantee of the First A-endment can be construed insupport of a one-man operation of the type which i Lm conducting in
this campaign! In fact, if you ...eue ne for ,. utiu f o; 2 U.s.
432(a), m-. defense would be the constitutional issue. From a purelyconstitutional standpoint, why cannot one conduct a onepman campaign?

-- Do the guarantees of the constitution really mean anytning?
1 suggest that you refer that issue to y ur lawyers!

" In regard to books, I do not recognize a present need for bookkeep-
ing. 1 am not soliciting donations, have not received any donations,
do not anticipate donations. The Knaus-for-President Committee exists
only on paper, for formal compliance with your dictates, and is not
involved in fiscal transactions.

I intend a perspnbl expending of approximately $100.00 from my own
pocket for my campaign.

Of course, if any change devolupes in the situation, you will beduly informed; but I am not anticipating sucn changes.

D- -I-L



Federal Elections C.mission --- page 2

Frankly, Commissioners, I do not understand the fuss over asmall operation which will not involve significant amounts of
money!

If you analyze the situation, you will realize that I am notdoing anything which can be considered unethical or underhanded.

Why can't a citizen exercise the constitutionol right of candid-acy withiout encumbering technicalities? Why can't one conduct a one-
man operation? 'vvhy must one have a committee for a one-man operat-
ion? Wh* must a purely pro-forma committee have formal books? Where
is the logic in your position?

Where is the logic in your law? Where is the morality in your
law?

As this matter progresses, 1 shall probably lose faith in the
American 6vstem and in "due process.."' In the end, I may simply de-
clare: "Bah! Humbug! To hell with the electoral process! To hell
with the system! Viva Revolution!o,!

Others will echo my declaration!

Now, can we resolve this matter logically, without so much fuss
a and without your harassment? Qan't you uphold the spirit of the First. mendme~t?

incidentally, if I dissolve my ca,-paign on oune 1, 1976, what
will you do for exercise bfter that date: Whom will you harass then?

In FrustratioL,

4rin a usandidate and Chairman
Knaus-for-President Committee
1459 Dodd Rd.
P"endota ngts., N. 55118

U'sn ,

fP.. "ua



* EDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION LZ

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
FOR A STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION FILED PURSUANT

TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED

TO: Knaus for President Committee -DATE: 
4/13/76

682 Callahan Place
Mendota Heights, MN 55118 1.D.O C00039099

Your Statement of Organization has' b~e,; received and 
is hereby

acknowledged. A review of the submission indicates 
that additional

information is needed for the report to be considered 
complete.

OMISSION OF:

Signature

Question Five. Complete information for:(a)_,(b)_,(c)_ ,(d)__.,(e)___

7Name of affiliated or connected organization. (If none, so state).

Area, scope, and jurisdiction of the committee.

Name, address, state and party affiliation of individual candidates

supported by the comittee.

X Name, address, and position of the committee's custodian 
of books

" and accounts.

Name, address, and position of other principal officers of the

committee, including officers and members of the finance 
committee.

Statement of existence beyond the current calendar year.

___-Name, 
location of banks, repositories.

X Other: 2 U.S.C. 432(a) requires political committees to have both a

Treasurer and a Chairman.

Your initial submission, together with this request for additional

information, has been made available for public inspection. 
The Commission

urges you to file the additional submission(s) promptly.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please 
call the

Reports Examining Division (202)382-3484.
Please submit the information required to:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street,N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20463

FEC FORM 11



?F.C. tm.arch 10, 1976

Reports Examining Section
FODERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 X Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463 76 MAR 12 All: 13

Dear Examiners:

I am responding to the letter of March 5, 1976, signed by Ms.
Patricia Schering, Chief.

In accordance with your reminder regarding 2 U.S.C. 432(f), I

hereby designate myself as a committee-of-one for administration
of my campaigns for election to federal office in 1976.

As a duly designated committee-of-one under 2 U.6.0. 435(f),

I invoke the provision of 2 U.S.C. 437b, for operation of a petty

cash fund for minor expenditures. While my expenditures redain

of very low magnitude, I shall handle tne transactions on an out-

of-pocket basis, which, in the de-facto sense, means an on-the-

spot contribution from personal funds to petty cash fund and an

immediate disbursement of equal amount from petty cash.

I further affirm (a)'that I am not actively soliciting donations,

(b) that 1 have not received any donations from others, and (c) that

I do not anticipate any donations of any significance.

I assure you that i shall duly inform you of any changes in the

operational situation and that 1 shall duly report transactions.

Since the submission of the last report, 1 have expended less than

$5.00 for printing of materials relating to my senatorial campaign.

in regard to my presidential campaign, i have expended less than $1.00
for postage, in personal correspondence with persons who have request-

ed information.

At this time, I do not recognize a practical need for a campaign

depository for the processing of minor amounts. Ats you know, banks

charge excessive fees for such accounts. The fee for maintenance of

Nthe small account might become a relatively large item in my budget,
in terms of percentage.

Of course, if the financial picture changes -- if I become involv-

ed with larger sums -- I shall gladly establish a campaign depository

in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 4 7b at that point!

I consider myself in full compliance with the spirit of the law.

YSincere ly,

6 t Z. Wiiliam L. Knous

Agchonist ;andidste for
, .U S Senator,

'aandidute for President,
a .hbi r ma n,
jircho,-Iist Committee for

MR~ mWILLIAR L KNAUS ij

1459 U00L R) ___________,_____1

PENDOTA TS MN 5)L..18

Si i 4i LIL C
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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
125 K IREI N.W.
WASHING ION JJ.C. 20463

March 5, 1976

Mr. William L. Knaus
1459 Dodd Road
Mendota Heights, Minnesota 55118

Dear Mr. Knaus:

I am responding to your January 2, 1976 letter which was
forwarded to the Federal Election Commission by the Honorable
Francis R. Valeo, Secretary of the U.S. Senate.

You advise the Commission that as a candidate for the U. S.
Senate, you have established neither a campaign committee nor a
campaign depository. 2 U.S.C. 432(f) requires each candidate for
Federal office to designate a principal campaign committee. If
the committee receives contributions or makes expenditures in
excess of $1,000 during the calendar year, the Act requires your
committee to file a Statement of Organization (2 U.S.C. 433). If
you personally receive contributiorns and/or make expenditures to
influence your nomination for election, or election, to Federal
office, you are required to file personal candidate reports of
receipts and expenditures pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 434.

2 U.S.C. 437b.(a)(1) requires each candidate to designate a
campaign depository. Section 104.3 of the proposed Disclosure
Regulations (published in the September 29, 1975 Federal Register)

r'-. requires candidates as well as committees to deposit all contribu-
tions received into the designated depository. Expenditures in
excess of $100 must be paid by check drawn on that account. The
provision of 2 U.S.C. 437b. which allows for the maintenance of a
petty cash fund applies to political committees.

The new FEC reporting forms are being sent to you under sepa-
rate cover. FEC FORM 2, Statement of a Candidate for Nomination or
Election to Federal Office, on which the statutory designations are
made, should be filed within a reasonable time from receipt. Reports
and statements on behalf of candidates for the U. S. Senate must be
filed with the Secretary of the Senate's Office of Public Records,
119 D Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 20510.

IA ., ,
• ' , P, .... I rn
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Mr. William L. 9 s
Page Two
March 5, 1976

' Although you state your simultaneous campaign for the
Office of President does not involve any reportable transac-
tions, I remind you that any contributions received or expendi-
tures made to influence that candidacy must be reported to the
Federal Election Commission in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 434.
In addition, you must file FEC FORM 2 with the Commission to
designate a principal campaign committee and campaign depository
for this candidacy; this is in addition to reports and statements
filed with the Secretary of the Senate.

If the Commission can be of further assistance to you in this
matter, please do not hesitate to write or call (202/382-3484).

Sincerely,

Patricia Schering, Chief
Reports Examining Section

cc. Secretary of the Senate's
Office of Public Records-.
Enclosure "Special Guide for Federal Candidates"

-. IGUY'.
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In regard to Sections 432 and 433 of i 14, 1 must reoort tnat

I have not yet established a formal com:mittee for my campa n, that I
rl, do not yet kmow whether 1 shall establish a formal cor.imittee.

In regard to Section 437b, I report that I have nct established the
formal account in any bank, that 1 do not anticipate such ction, nw
the anticipated level of finincing for my camDain ,ill not wrrnt
such action, t-;at all actic'ns to ris poi.at have bcer dlcd in e
scheme of petty cash stipulated in Subparagraph b of Section 47b.

I do not anticioate that my campaign will involve '1000.O0, or t.t
significant contributions ,,ill be received. I have not solicited conz.:-

__ butions to date, have not received contri-butions. In essence, each ex-
penditure to date has bDeen a personal donation from my peroonal funds
to the "petty cash fund" for my campaign. I have simply paid out of Lj
pocket.

Since the establishment has been subverting my rignts and tneoretical
opportunities, 1 do not &poligize for apparent irre VAulatities in my cap-
paign; in fact, 1 now indict the establishment for subversion of my
rightsl

One metter of formal complaint is a problem which the F.B.I. creat:c
in 1974 and which is having impact upon public attitudes in 1975-6.

In Einnesota in 1974, -he F.B.I. intimidated unotiier "minor prt'Y"
in a mnaer which has perplexed Archonists ;nd our supporters. Tnrcou:h
the required reports of campaign finaticing, the .. , obtained the
nemes of contributers to tnat party. The dogs of th.e F.B1.. the-n vi:lized
tne employers of those people and suLj ested that those empioyees were
"undesirable." T.bt pvty finally sout-nt relief through the courts. ";ow,
altnough tne Archonist Club is different from that other party in ideo-

gp,'

,?continued-

~tIL -

n8fuary 2, 1975

"edw&l Election Commission
1325 K Street, I4.W.
WashinGton, D.C. 20003

*entlemen:

.ss Archonist Write-In Candidate for U S Senator in iinnesota, I
zai uubmitting this statement ref;rding fiscal transactions for my
cumpain during the final cuarter of 1975. This statement is intended
for complionce with requirements of Ciapter 14 of Title 2 of the U.S.
Qode.

During the final cuarter of 1975, I expended z'pproxim;tely 45.00
for priritin- of literature in small quantities and a;,proximately 5.60
for costs of correspondence relating to aspects of i;y pampaign. xis
produces a total of O&.00, which cofmbines vith tho previously reported
expenditures of ;14.20 for an aggregate of approxi,.utely -a.O for tie
year.

-,k 11 !-,%:- -4y -f. ut v A"



eedei.al Election Commission -- page 2

gy end intent, we suspect that we may experience similar treat-iont
for various reasons.

One basis for our fear of similar hurassment is our opposition toZionism and to .merican support for Israel. We openly advocate uncon.
ditional n)mnesty for conscientiotu anti-Zionists who will not serve inthe L S sirmy in support of Israel. Our stand is disliked by public of.ficuals, by pro-;.ionist employers, by Zionist-puppet journalists.

W#hile we are not anti-jemitic, we must protect our freedom of con-scienceonist-ewish encroachments. I.'o recotnize ka) Script-urally based brcuments against the Zionist claiim to iulestine and (b)
Zionist-Jewish crLi:,es against jkras. America: supoort for Israel offendsour consciences. is Zionists persist in lobli; for sup.ort for rsraeIfro': public funds -- as Zionist-puppet politicians grbnt such deimands ---.e increasingiy feel that our greedoz of ccnsciebce is subverted.

Our second complaint focuses upon discrimination by the press. e-cause we sza!d courageously against Zi.,nist maLlipuiotion and for freed-om of conscience, various editors wrongly call us "racist." li fact,during my campaign, some editors have very glcefllly told mre tnat tney"nappily withhold opportunity" from candidates who nve such views
Those facts explain the background for my financially limited con-paign. ecause some fear haras-cment by no ., and because o.:ers. -e s o zB. ! ,

doubt tih t tne mor.ney "ill go very far in t-he discri -..torv at:ocsome suoporters are, fr PiLi! r e--
sons, i have urged ;.,at interested donors weit for C time. utnil Loeof tnese matuers are reoolved, my campai6n will remain financi6ly lLm-
ited."

in this context, in consideration of possible harassment, I feel tAt1 should not Establish a for.al committee under the terms of Seccion 42.Furthermore, wile my campaign remains limited, i cannot recognize Eny- rebson for establishme.it of a formal account under -aragraph ii of Oectj-
ion 57b.

In essence, previous transactions have involved (a) on-the-spot,out-of-pocket contributions to the petty uash fund (P;rearabh B, Section457b), and (b) imm4diae payout from tne petty casn fund. i nave spenu
only my own money.

If the Hon-rable CcmMissioners disapprove of my procedures, then, tilef~cts presented in this letter constitute my defense, zCfore the honor-ule Coi imissioners criticize me, they nusl. note ti:at trne system does dis-
criminate 8-binst ".:,inor porties" and against "minor candidaces," .iaharassment is a real fact of life for conscientious dissenters, ..nd t.atthe "mojpr prties" are the really corrupt elements in American politics!

Sincerely,,

80williti-I .i us '
Archon ltfndidete..
for US5 894 bi,
1459 Dodd Rd.
PenWoto aGts., MT. 55116
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