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S aeve NO. MUR 151 (76)
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL: JUN 16129

REC'D: 5/27/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Referred internally by Disclosure Division

Respondent's Name: William Knaus

Relevant Statute: 2 U.S.C. §§432b(a) and 437b(a) (1)

Internal Reports Checked: Attached corresopondence

Federal Agencies Checked: None

o SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

-~ 0

Respondent is a candidate for President and Senator, who has allegedly spent

—

_a total of $4.00 on his two campaigns. 'atter was referred to Office of

~General Counsel because respondent, answering an inquiry from the Disclosure

~Division stated that because of the limited funding for his campaign he would

“hot designate a chairman, a treasurer, or a depository for his campaign.

—

~
PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

.
Although there is a possible technical violation of 2 U.S.C. §§432(a) and

437b(a) (1), the factual circumstances involved in this matter suggest that

it should be handled without involvement of the Office of General Counsel.

RECOMMENDATION B J——_—.

Close file; transfer matter to Disclosure Division.

Date of Jext Commission Review:
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUR 151 (76)
William Knaus )

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal Election
Commission, do hereby certify that on May 27, 1976, the Commission
adopted the recommendation of the General Counsel that it finds no
reason to believe that a violation of the Federal Election Campaign
Act, as amended, had been committed in the above-captioned matter.

Accordingly, the file in this case has been closed.

Marjori

Secretafy to the Commission



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

Commissioner 0 v
MUR No. 5] ()

Date and Time of Transmittal

( ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.
COMMENTS :
Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABQVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all

ahe=-Powwsivitboew. 1L no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINCTON,D.C. 20463

Commissioner (NN

MUR No. 15 (720

~ Date and Time of Transmittal
™ ( ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.
~r COMMENTS :
~
=
g
h‘ »
Date: Signature:
™~

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all
objections to!Ms. Marge B e —
AirePouseiPloesm 1f no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

Commissioner JX_D N1~ 20 1Y
t 7

MUR No. 51 (70)

Date and Time of Transmittal

( ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

COMMENTS :

Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all

objections to'Ms. Marge Emmons i

sheonboich=iboeww. If no objection is received within 24
hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.wW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

Commissioner ,Zf N 4N

MUR No. |5 (J¢)

Date and Time of Transmittal

( ) I object to the recommendation in the 48 hour Report.

COMMENTS: WHAT (% DISCLOSURE SUPPOSED TO Q0 Wint MNHs?

Date: Signature:

PLEASE USE THIS FORM ONLY IF YOU WISH TO NOTE AN OBJECTION
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE CAPTIONED MATTER. Return all

objections to'Ms. Marge E@Q}'{Sﬁ%
e ryersibsowe. If no objection is received within 24

hours of transmittal, the matter will be deemed approved.

FEDEDA) 717 oo,
"h‘."ig:- ‘
o, ﬂﬂ'ﬁm ;
qOUJ T T el
SR OFFICE G i,
ek

').gRlCA;y

%,
.« "W

g1

"LV Uik



A

i

7

7

SERICAY

G 7Y vy

<<

‘l’ ‘l’ MUKk \S\

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20463

May 7, 1976

Memorandum for : Drew McKay
From: Patricia Schering

Subject: William Knaus-Presidential candidate

Attached please find copies of correspondence
from RE and Mr. Knaus who feels he cannot be forced to designate
a chairman and a treasurer for his political committee. He directs
several statements to the Commission and I feel legal should res-
pond as he disagrees with ours...

\

[ ~]



ril 17, 1976
L e

Federsl Llections C&lission [‘Fl\l l\! AN
1;‘25 ‘K Stroeet ( O:‘. Ll
Washington, D.C. A0463

Dear Commissioners: 6 APRIY P2 12

This letter responds to your FEC Form 11, dated April 13, 1976.
rerhsps we csn resch mutusl sccomodation through discussion.

If this discussion is not fruitful, I shsll refer the issues to
my congressman and to the American Civil Liberties Union. If they
cannot help, then, in lieu of legsl conflict, 1 shsll dissolve my
campsign on June 1, 1976, (Dissolution will terminate csmpsigning
and related octlons- but 1 shsll remsin 8 dormsnt, finsncislly insct-
ive "cundidste-of-record” for receipt of write-in votes,)

In regsrd to the referenced requirement for 8 tressurer snd 8
chairman for & committee, 1 must acdvise you thst my campsign is @
ono-msn operation, for ressons of possible hsrsssment. ss you know,
persons identifiecd with contriversisl csuses sre often subjected to
hersssmengy for example, in Finnesots in 1974, the F.B.I, harasssed
supporters of the Socislist Workers rfarty. In the Archonist cese,
our snti-Zionist position cen elicit herassment from Jionist-Jews
and from their supporters. ln order to protect tnose who shsare my
views, I am opersting & one-man campaigne

I suggest tnat 2 U.S.C., 432(a), which you cite, mey be unconstit-
utional, tnst it may conflict with the gusrsntee of free expression
in the First smendment.

Surely, the gusrentee of the First amencment can be construed in
support oI a8 one-msn operation of the type which 4 =zm conducting in
this campsign! In fact, if you prosccuted me Ior vidlistion of 2 Uso.v.
452(¢ ), uy defense would be the constitutionsl icsue. From s purely
constitutionsl stendpoint, why cennot one conduct 8 onepmon campaign?
Do the gusrsntees of the constitution reslly mesn snytning?

1l suggest thst you refer thst issue to your lswyers!

In regard to books, I do not recognize & present need for bookkeep-
inge 1 sm not soliciting cdonstions, have not received sny donstions,
do not snticipste donations. The hnsus-for-President Committee exists
only on paper, for formsl complisnce witn your dictates, and is not
involved in fiscsl trsnssctionse

I intend a verspnsl oxvending of spproximstely $100,00 from my own
pocket for my campoigfne

)

Of course, if sny chenge cdeveloupes in the situstion, you will be
duly informed; but 4 sm not snticipsting scucn chsnges,.
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Federsl Elections Csmission -—- poge 2 .

{
. Frenkly, Commissioners, 1 do not understsnd the fuss over o

smull operstion which will not involve significsnt smounts of
money !

If you snslyze the situstion, you will reslize that I sm not
doing snything which csn be considered unethicsl or underhsnded.

Why cen't a citizen exercise the constitutionsal right of csndid-
8cy without encumbering technicalities? Why csen't one conduct & one-
man operstion? why must one have 8 committee for & one-man operat-
ion? Why must a purely pro-forme committee have formsl books? Where
is the logic in your position?

?hhere is the logic in your lsw? Where is the¢ morality in your
law

AS this matter progresses, 1 shall probsbly lose fsith in the
Aamericsn oystem and in "due process.” In the end, I may simply de-
ckare: "Bash! Humbug! To hell with the electorsl process! To hell
witn the system! Vive Revolution!"

Others will echo my declaration!

Now, can we resolve this metter logicslly, without so much fuss
an¢ without your hsrsssment? van't you uphola the spirit of tne First
amenanent?

Incicentslly, if I dissolve my csupsign on vune 1, 1976, what
will you Go for exercise ofter that dste? Whow will you hsrsss then?

In Frustration,
Ry’ .,/
/%Y-, T Horaws
1llism L, nnsus

Ysndidate and Chsirmsn
Knaus-for-t'resident Ccmmittee
1459 Dodd Rd.

“endots Hgts., Mie. 55118




7

@rcocraL eLecTion commission @) -

LZ
. REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
FOR A STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATIOM FILED PURSUANT
TO THE FEDERAL ELECTION CAMPAIGM ACT OF 1971, AS AMENDED
TO: Knaus for President Committee ; DATE: 4/13/76
682 Callahan Place
Mendota Heights, MN 55118 I.D.#C00039099

Your Statement of Organization has’ been received and is hereby
acknowledged. A review of the submission indicates that additional
information is needed for the report to be ccnsidered complete.

OMISSION OF:

Signature -
Question Five. Complete information for:{a) ,(b) ,(c) ,{d) ,(e)
Name of affiliated or connected organization. (If none, so state).
Area, scope, and jurisdiction of the committee.
Name, address, state and party affiliation of individual candidates
supperted by the committee.

X Nare, addreés, and position p¥ the cormittee's custodian of books
and accounts. !
Name, address, and position of other principal officers of the
committee, including officers and members of the finance committee.
Statement of existence beyond the current calendar year.

_ Name, Tlocation of banks, repositories.
X Other: 2 U.S.C. 432(a) requires political committees to have both a
Treasurer and a Chairman.

Your initial submissicn, together with this request for additional
information, has been made available for public inspection. The Commission
urges you to file the additional submission(s) promptly.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please call the
Reports Examining Division (202)382-3484,

Please submit the information required to:

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street,N.W.
waShington, D.C. 20463 i“" 4 "«”Mn::g‘ﬁu

e -

e < s .
posl e,

i

FEC FORM 11
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. ith( 14aMsrch 10, 1976

FEDEIAL (LTI
) ) N I PATE A
Reports kxemining Section GO 0ud
FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
1325 K Street N.W. .
Weshington, D.C. 20463 76 MARI2 All: 3

Desr bxsminers:

I sm responding to the letter of March 5, 1976, signed by Ms.
Pstricia Schering, Chief.

In sccordsnce with your reminder regerding 2 U.S.C., 432(f), I
hereby designste myself 3s 8 committee-of-one for sdministration
of my cempsigns for election to fecderal office in 1976,

As 8 duly designsted committee-of-one under 2 U.5.C, 433(f),
I invoke the provision of 2 U.S5.C. 4%7b, for operstion of & petty
cash fund for minor expenditures. While my expenditures retsin
of very low megnitude, 1 shsll hondle tne trsnsactions on &n out-
of-pocket bassis, wnich, in the de-~facto sense, means an on-the-
spot contribution from personsl funds to petty cash fund snd an
immediste disbursement of equal smount from petty cash,

I further affirm (8) thst I am not sctively soliciting donstions,
(b) thst 1 have not received any donstions from others, and (c) that
I do not anticipste any donstions of any significonce.

I sssure you that 1 shall duly inform you of any changes in the

operstionsl situstion and that 1 shsll duly report transactions.

Since the submission of the lsst report, 1 hsve expended lz2ss than
$%.,00 for printing of meterisls relating to my senstorisl cempyigne
In regard to my presidentisl cempaign, 1 heve expended less than $1.00
for postsge, in personsl correspondence with versons who have request-
ed informstion.

At this time, 1 do not recognize 8 prscticsl need for a campaign
depository for the processing of minor smounts. As you know, banks
chorge excessive fees for such accounts. The fee for msintenance of
the small sccount might become 8 relstively lsrge item in my budget,
in terms of percentsge.

Of course, if the finencisl picture chenges -- if I become imvolv-
ec¢ with lsrger sums -- 1 shsll glsdly establish & cumpsign depository
in sccordonce with 2 U.S.C. 4%7b0 ot that point!

I considor myself in full complisnce with the spirit of the law!

‘47/3‘ f,&l%& W Wm oo of Sincorel%/z{;m C;o Vai
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 N STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

March 5, 1976 o

Mr. William L. Knaus
1459 Dodd Road
Mendota Heights, Minnesota 55118

Deér Mr. Knaus:

I am responding to your January 2, 1976 letter which was
forwarded to the Federal Election Commission by the Honorable
Francis R. Valeo, Secretary of the U.S. Senate.

You advise the Commission that as a candidate for the U. S.
Senate, you have established neither a campaign committee nor a
campaign depository. 2 U.S.C. 432(f) requires each candidate for
-~ Federal office to designate a principal campaign committee. 1If
the committee receives contributions or makes expenditures in
excess of $1,000 during the calendar year, the Act requires your
committee to file a Statement of Organization (2 U.S.C. 433). If
you personally receive coniributicns and/or make expenditures to

eﬁ; influence your nomination for electjon, or eiection, to Federal
office, you are required to file personal candidate reports of

- receipts and expenditures pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 434.

= 2 U.S.C. 437b.(a)(1) requires each candidate to designate a

o campaign depository. Section 104.3 of the proposed Disclosure

b Regulations (published in the September 29, 1975 Federal Register)

~. requires candidates as well as committees to deposit all contribu-

tions received into the designated depository. Expenditures in
excess of $100 must be paid by check drawn on that account. The
provision of 2 U.S.C. 437b. which allows for the maintenance of a
petty cash fund applies to political committees.

The new FEC reporting forms are being sent to you under sepa-
rate cover. FEC FORM 2, Statement of a Candidate for Nomination or
Election to Federal Office, on which the statutory designations are
made, should be filed within a reasonable time from receipt. Reports
and statements on behalf of candidates for the U. S. Senate must be
filed with the Secretary of the Senate's Office of Public Records,
119 D Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 20510.
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v MroWilliam L. s o

Page Two
March 5, 1976

" Although you state your simultaneous campaign for the
Office of President does not involve any reportable transac-
tions, I remind you that any contributions received or expendi-
tures made to influence that candidacy must be reported to the
Federal Election Commission in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 434,

In addition, you must file FEC FORM 2 with the Commission to
designate a principal campaign committee and campaign depository

for this candidacy; this is in addition to reports and statements
filed with the Secretary of the Senate.

If the Commission can be of further assistance to you in this
matter, please do not hesitate to write or call (202/382-3484).

" Sincerely,

Patricia Schering, Chief
Reports Examining Section

cc. Secretary of the Senate's
Office of Public Rscords._.
Enclosure "Special Guide for Federal Candidates“
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‘anuary 2, 1975

Fedarsl Election Commission
1325 K Street, Li.W,
washington, D.C. 20003

uentlomen:

49 apchonist Write-In Csndidate for U S Senstor in hinnesota, 1
oo submitting this ststement regording fiscel transactions for my
csmpaign dpring the final guarter of 1975, This statement is intended
for complisnce witn requirements of Cuspter 14 of Title 2 of the V.S,

Lv0ae .

During the finsl cusrter of 1975, 1 expencded &pproxiuctely %3.00
ror printing of litersture in smsell quantities ond spproxinutely «5.ul
for costs of correspondence relating to &spects of uy paupalgne. “uis
produces & totezl of uL.00, which combines with tho previously reportec
expenditures of 414,20 for on sgiregate of opproxinstely »cRecV for tue
yeor.

Cha pter

In regara to Sections 432 and 433 of =it¥e 14, 1 nust report tast
1 have not yet estsvlished ¢ formsl comnittee for my csmpzign, tuast 1
do not yet know whetner i1 shall establish a8 formel coumittee.

In regard to Section 4%7b, I report thst I nsve nct estzblished tnhe
formsl accouwnt in ony benk, tuét 1 ¢o not egnticipnste sucn zction, vast
the snticipated level of fintncing for oy campei_n will not werrent
such sction, tist &ll scticns to t.ls polat neéve boen hendled in the
scheme of perbty cssh stipulsted 1n Subpersgreph b of Section 43570

I do not snticinete that oy csmpsign will invelve ;1000.00, or t:x
significont contricutions will be received. I hove not sclicited con
butions to dste, nhsve not received contributions. In essence, esch ex-—

enciture to dste nss Leen & personsl conegtion from oy personel Ifunds
o the "petty cesh rfund" for wy cempsign. 1 hove simply pzid out of uy
pocket,

Since tho establishment has been subverting my rignts snd tneoreticsl
opportunitiées, 4 <o not vpoligize for apgarent irregulatities in nwy cea-
peign; in fzct, 1 now indict the establishment for subversiocn oi my
rigntsi

P i e

One metter of formsl complaint is 8 problem which the F.2.I1. cregtaed
in 1974 snd which is nsving impoct upon public ottitudes in 1975-6.

In Minnesots in 1874, tvhe F.E.I. intimidocted onotiier "“minor norty"
in & menuer which hds perplexed archcnists e¢nd our supgorters. I{nrousn
the required revorts of csmpasign finsucing, the r.2.I. obtuined the
nemes of contributers to tast purty. The dogs of tae F,E.I. tnen visived
tne‘employers of tnuse people ¢nd sugiested tnat tnose guployeos were
"undesirsble." Tust pepbify finslly zoucnt rolief tarcugh the courtsS. .iov
although tne Archonist Club is different from that otner party in ideo
R A
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Focderel Election Commission -- psge 2

lcgy ond intent, we suspect that we moy experience similsr treazthent
for verious ressons

One basis for our fesr of similser hsrsssment is our opvosition to
zionism snd to smerican support for isrsel. we openly sadvocote uncon-
ditionsl smnesty for conscientiow anti-Zionists who will not serve in
the U S army in support of Isrsel. Uur stund is disliked by public cof-
ficuals, by pro-wionist employers, by Zionist-puppet journulists.

while we sTre not antdeemitic, we nust protect cur freecom of con-
science euvinst Zionist-vewish encroechments. o recognize (a) oc**o*
urslly bssed arLLmentr sgsinst thne Zionist cloim to iolestine ond (L)
Zioanist-dewisn criues oageinst dArsbs,., Americs:: support for Izrcel offencs
our conscieticese. oS Zioailsts persist in lotiyiag for surnort for isruvel
{rou puollc runds -- g8 Ziouist-puppet goliticianc gront such deonds ==
w0 increussingly feel that our freecom of ccnsciebice is subverted.

Our second complsint focuses upon discriminstiocn by the press. «o-
couse we suvehd coursgeously sgsinst Ziunist meooipulovion and for freed-
on of conscience, vorious editors wrongly c¢sll us "recistl." 1i foct,
during wy csmpeign, sSome edlto"c have very glcefilly told e tast tney
"nsppily withhold opportunity" from cendidstes who hove sucih views.

Those focts explsin the background for my firencislly licited com-
peign. rceczuge some Ifear hsrosczuent vty  ne IeB.l,, end bLecsuse 0viers
doubt tihet tone worney will £0 very fdr in the discririnutory atuosplere,
s0Ime SUpDOrLErs ¢re withnoicding con:stionz, rurtnermcre, for ciwilor Teo=-
sons, 1 nove urged tust interested dornors weilt Ior & time, Lntil :zoue
of :uese LELTEers are recolved, wy cetpsign will rewsin finonciclly lim=-
ited.

<
-

in this context, in considerztion of possible horsssment, I fesl thc
1 should not estsblish s formsl committee under the terms of Secuicn 432,
Yurtheroore, while my cumpeign remsins limitec, 1 cannot r@cobnlue ony
revson for estsotlishme.nt of 8 formel sccount uncer warsgrepn s of Lect-

ion 437b.

In essence, previouc tronsactions have involved (a3) on-the-svot,
out-of-pocket contributicns to the petty vesh fund (Fsragregn 3, uectloﬂ
437v), ond (b) izcsdicte psyout from tne petty cosn funud. 1 nNeve Spent
only wy own money.

1f the Honcrsble Commiscioners dissgprove of my procedures, tnen, the
facts presented in tnis letter constitute ny cefecuse., <£cfore the nonor-
vbie Commissioners criticize me, they nust note tiot the Qyutem does dis-
critiinate swwinst "uineor perties" snd sgeinst "minor cendicdetes,"
bardssuent is 3 resl fsct of life for conscientious dissenters ‘ua t: dt
the "mujpr purties" wre the reolly corrupp oelements in uuerlcan politics

Sincerely, ;{
lldﬂ&%ﬁ Knuus =
Archon qndldatv
for U 86Hs

1459 Dodd Rd.
“endota agts., M. 55116
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