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el . MAY 26 1875 . NO. MUR 140 (76)

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL:
REC'D: 5/7/76

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name: Paul F. Levy

Respondent's Name: President Ford/GOP 1976 Victory Fuynd

Relevant Statute: Unknown

Internal Reports Checked: None

Féderal Agencies Checked: None
~N

Lo SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Letter solicitation of funds by President Ford on behalf of the

GOP 1976 Victory Fund at compﬁainant's place of business (a state

office) was allegedly "highly improper."

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

No statute under jurisdiction of FEC regulates place of solicitation

of state employee.

RECOMMENDATION

Close file. Send attached letter.

Date of Next Commission Review:
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON D.C. 20463

Mr. Paul F. Levy

Deputy Director

Energy Policy Office

Commonwealth of Massachusetts

John W. McCormack State Office Bldg.
One Ashburton Place

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Re: MUR 140 (76)

Dear Mr. Levy:

3

I have received your letter of May 3, 1976, alleging an
improper solicitation at your place of business by President
Ford on behalf of the GOP 1976 Victory Fund. I have reviewed
your allegations and have concluded the Federal Election Com-
nission does not have authority over the matters set forth.
— Accordingly, upon my recommendation, the Commission has
decided to close its files in this matter and will proceed
x with no further investigation of it.

=

i Should additional information come to your attention

- which you believe to be within the jurisdiction of the
Commission, please contact me again. The attorney assigned

™~ to this matter was Gloria R. Sulton (Telephone No. 202/382-4041).

e

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

ENERGY POLICY OFFICE
JOHN W. McCCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ONE ASHBURTON PLACE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

HENRY LEE, DIRECTOR 727-4732

Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

Enclosed is a copy of a solicitation for funds I recently receivé§‘
at this address. I find such a solicitation highly improper and am
sending you a copy of my response to Mr. Ford.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours truly,

7

/"/:v’ .- ’ /./

Paul F. Levy
Deputy Director

PFL:pb

Enclosure




THIPCOMMONWEALTH OF MNG'SACHUSETTS

ENERGY POLICY OFFICE
JOHN W. MCCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING
ONE ASHBURTON PLACE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

HENRY LEE, DIRECTOR 727-4732

May 3, 1976

Mr. Gerald R. Ford
c/o G.0.P. 1976 Victory Fund
Washington D.C. 20013

Dear Mr. Ford:

I am writing in response to your recent solicitation for campaign
funds, dated April 23, 1976.

I find it entirely inappropriate for such solicitations to be sent
to places of business. Furthermore, it is improper to send this type
of partisan request to state officials, especially in their offices.

I question the source of your mailing list for these solicitations.
I suspect that the source is a governmental agency, in which case there
is an additional element of impropriety.

Yours truly,

PFL:pb

cc: Federal Election Commission




GERALD R. FORD
WASHINGTON

April 23, 1976

Paul levy
1 Ashburton Pl Rm 141 FERR 5 =
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 fﬁ

Dear Fellcw American, ‘_j
I am writing you today to personally ask for jgur help in a
matter that is of great concern to me.

Since becoming President, I have tried to achieve many
things. Apmong them are holding the line of government spend-
ing to reduce inflation, a strong national defense, less
government requlation, and a national energy program to pre-
vent us from being at the mercy of foreign energy suppliers.

As you know, many of these efforts and other positive steps
have been thwarted by a Congress heavily controlled by the
Democrats. In some instances, the Congress has turned a

deaf ear; in others it has written its own extravagant legis-
lation.

I have had to employ the veto over 30 times to stem this tide
of irresponsible legisglation.

However, ycu and I know that this is only a temporary
solution.

What America needs is a Republican Congress working for
Republican goals. Unless more Republicans are elected in
1976, inflation and excessive deficit spending will ccntinue.

That is why I have visited many regions of the country for
the Republican Party and Republican candidates. Though I
would prefer to contact you on one of these party-building
trips, time dictates a written message.

Democrats seem to believe that America is great because of
what government does for people and generally vote for more
government programs, more federal spending and taxing.
Republicans believe America is great pecause of what free
people do for themselves and generally vote for less govern-

-

dent invelweooiit. Tunocrats have coatrolled the Congre:
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Paul Levy

for 40 of the last 45 years and have contributed to the many
probleas we face today.

The best way to begin overcoming such problems is to elect
more Republicans to Congress in 1976. That is the best way
to reduce wasteful government spending, cut Lkack needless
federal controls which are strangling our private enterprise
system, and reform a welfare system that saps individual in-
itiative and costs you and other taxpayers billions of dol-
lars each year.

This is why I sincerely hope you will decide, today, to sup-
port the outstanding work of the National Republican Congres-
sional Committee ian its effort to eliect Republicans in 1976.

This committee supports Republican candidates for the House
of Representatives with direct campaign contrisutions and
a wide variety of important campaign services.

From my own experience as a Member of Congress, I know that
the Committee's support is invaluable in electing and re-
electing Republicans to the House of Representatives.

Commi ttee Chairman, Congressman Guy Vander Jagt, has told me
a financial goal of $2,100,000 has been established for the
1976 GOP Victory Fund. I feel this sum is reasonable and
necessary. It must be achieved.

You can play a major role by joining me and the Committee in
our jcint eiforts to elect a Republican Congress by sending
your maximum coutribution in the encliosed envelope. 1In order
to successfully reach this goal, we need virtually 100%
participation bty all friends and supporters of this Ccmmittee.

Without your help we simply cannot elect more Republicans
to Congress.

I look forward to Chairaan Vander Jagt's report to me
on the results of this appeal.

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Sincerely,

70 A
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To: President Gerald R. Ford, c/o GOP VICTORY FUND
P.O. Box 2837, Washington, D.C. 20013

Dear Mr. President:

| agree. We must stop waste in government, cut bureaucratic rules and regulations,
fight inflation and recession and keep a strong U.S. Military Defense.

| know you need 100% participation to reach your goal and | will do my share
to help. Enclosed is my contribution to the 1976 GOP VICTORY FUND in the amount
of:

O$ —— O $100 ] $75 O $50
0O $25 [ $15 O s10

[J CHECK ATTACHED [] BILLMES —— [] QUARTERLY [] OTHER: ——

] § am sorry. | cannot contribute now. But please keep me informed of your GOP
Victory Fund Campaign plans for this year.

FROM:

Mrs.
Miss
Ms.
PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME HERE

PLEASE PRINT YOUR ADDRESS HERE

PLEASE PRINT YOUR CITY OR POST OFFICE HERE ZIP CODE

OCCUPATION PLACE OF BUSINESS

Please make checks payable to the GOP 1976 Victory Fund. Your personal letter of acknowl-
edgment (a valid tax-deductible receipth will be sent by return mail. Please indicate changes
of address necessary. Thank you!

Please return your check in the enclosed postage-paid envelope.
Corporate conrtributions are prohibited by law.

If you are a Federal employee or if you have a matter pending before a Federal regulatory

commission or a Federal agency, please disre'gard this appeal.

“ACOoY o Cur regort § flet w it otns fadaea fleston Cammags 3 and S 3va {ab'2 for gurchase from the Federal Eiection
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National Republican Congressional Committee ® U.S. House of Representatives e Box 2837 e Washington, D.C, 20013
Guy A. Vander Jagt, M.C., Chairman ¢ George Olmsted, Treasurer
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* “THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
ENERGY POLICY OFFICE
D okn W. MCCORMACK STATE OFFICE BUILDING
; ONE ASHBURTON PLACE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

S

Federal Election Commission

Washington, D.C.




