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}Mr. Thomas B, Curtis
Chairman, Federal Elections Commission FEDERAL ELESTION COMMISSION
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Washington, D. C. 20463 OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL

Dear fir, Curtis: N
On or about Tuesday, August 5, 1975, I understand that the
) FPederal Elections Commission will deliver an advisory opinion re-
quested on June 24, 1975, as to whether the provision of certain
services (e.g. preparation of a newsletter) by the Senate or
. House campaign committees, for incumbent officeholders, consti-
tutes a reportable contribution or expenditure under Federal law.

Having learned that this matter is in process, I respect-
- fully request an advisory opinion on an analogous although differ-

- ent question: whether the provision of certain facilities (e.g.
' office space, furniture, heat, light) by the General Services
- Administration, to a private citizen engaged in a contest for

Federal office, constitutes a reportable contribution under Fed-
™~ eral law,

Tne facilities in questiom are on the 2d floor of the Federal
Building, Hanover St., Minchester, New Hampshire. They were oc-
cupied by Congressman Louis C, Wyman for several years. He con-
tinued to occupy them for a few days in late December and early
January when, by appointment, he filled out the unexpired term of
Senator Norris Cotton. He was then permitted to retain them by
CSA from early January through July 1975, when he notified GSA
that he wished to release them, See enclosed news story.

You will appreciate that a speedy response is essential since
the Durkin-i@yman election is set for September 16, 1975.

Sincirely yours,

Laurence I, Radway
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i CONCORD, NH. (UPh —
"* Republican Louis Wyman Fri-

day ' relinquished free - office

space provided by the General .

Services Administration, eras-
- ing a potential ‘campaign
liability in the rerun U.S. Senate

" election.

And the former five-term
man inaugurated a
campaign theme likely to be
repeated until election day 46-
da? away. The fiscal conserva-
tivé charged the Democrat-
controlled Senate spent ‘‘more
.than $7 million"" before sending
history's closest Senate back to
the voters to decide.

Wyman defended use of
government-paid office space in
the Manchester tederal building

“during the past seven months,
saying volunteers from his
congressional stalf stayed on to
solve “several hundred” con-
stituent problems.

“J offer no apologies for using
space which had been assigned
to me for several years,” said
Wyman. The offices were used
in a “continuing effort on behalf
of New Hampshire citizens who
needed help in Washington.”

The office space, said
Wyman, 58, would be turned
over to Rep. Norman D’A-
mours, D-N.H., elected from the

" district Wyman- served for a
decade before he campaigned
for Senate last fall.

Following a taped television

" interview in which he criticized

the multi-million-dollar cost of
" the Senate election review, the
widely known former state
attorney general headed into
the rural and largely Republi-
can North Country. He planned
to campaign at the North
Haverhill Fair near .the head-
waters of the Connecticut River.
Wyman's early emphasis on
small Republican towns across
the northern part of the state
appeared an effort to avoid the
low turnout in those GOP
strongholds that crippled his
hopes last fall of moving easily
from his secure House seat of a
decade to the Senate.
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