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DATE AND TIME OF T&qSMITTAL: A 6 98

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D. C.

Complainant's Name:

Respondent's S~ame: Pan

Relevant Statute: 18

Internal Reports Checked:

Federal Agencies Checked:

NO.

REC' D:

MUR 137(6

5/7/6

Stephn M. Davis (unnotarized letter)

American World Airwayso President Ford

U. S. C.- 1610

None

None

gj-- SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

The complainants allege that the respondent, Pan American Airways,

staged an aircraft "christening m performed by Mrs. Gerald Ford,, which

camounted to a contribution for the purpose of influencing the result

mof the Indiana primary in favor of President Ford.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

There is no evidence that Mrs. Ford's appearance at the christening was

in connection with a Federal election; in any event, it is questionable

whether the actions taken by Pan AM constitute a contribution within the

the meaning of the definition of 2 U.S.C. S44lb(b) (2).

RECOMMENDATION

Close file; send attached letters.

Date of Next Commission Review:



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
~V~iT&YJ 1325 K STREET N.W

WASHINCTON,D.C. 20463

14r. Stephen M. Davis
United Conservatives of Indiana, Inc.
1200 Circle Tower

07, Indianapolis# Indiana 46204

Re: MUR 137 (71

Dear Mr. Davis:

This is in response to your letter of May 3, 11761
alleging that Pan American World Airways has committed
violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971,
as amended (the Acdl. I have reviewed your allegations
and have concluded that they do not furnish reason to
believe that the Act has been violated. Accordingly,, upon
my recommendation, the Commission has decided to close its
files in this matter.

N Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe to be within the jurisdiction of the Commission,

N please contact me again. The attorney assigned to this matter
was Victor Sterling (Telephone No. 202/382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel

c4W~),



UNITED CONSERVATIVES OF INDIAN 4~ INCO-
(Affiliate of American Conservative Union)

1200 CIRCLE TOWER -INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204 - 131J:,1

May 3. 1976

Executive Director
James Bopp, Jr., Esq.

Indianapolis

Officers And Directors
Dr. Charles E. Rice

Chairman
Notre Dame Law School

SWilliam G. Schneider
1 st Vice Chairman

SCity-County Councilman.
Indianapolis

John L. Ryan
2nd Vice Chairman
A CU Board Member
Indianapolis

__Stephen M. Davis
Secretary
Indianapolis

William H. Binder. Jr.
'~Treasurer

Lawrence Township Trustee,
N. Indianapolis

NDr. Herman W. Andre
Lafayette

Robert Gahm
Nashville

Lloyd W. Laughner
Indianapolis

bimid -Ayset

7'Crgonnsec e s

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 204163

Gentlemen:

This is a request, brought by United Conservatives of
Indiana, that you investigate the following charges.

On Friday, April 30, 1976, Mrs. Gerald R. Ford was
in Indiana to campaign for her husband's election in
the Indiana Republican Presidential Primary.

At that time, Pan American World Airways had Mrs. Ford
christen Pan Am's new airplane in ceremonies at Weir
Cook Airport in Indianapolis. Pan Am announced the
occasion by running a full-page advertisement in at
least one major newspaper in Indiana.

The ad in Indiana's largest daily newspaper, the
Indinaolis Star of Friday, April 30, 1976, stated,

Yr-ou~einvited to the christening." The ad copy
went on to say, "tOn Friday at 3:30 PM at Weir Cook
Airport, Mrs. Gerald R. Ford will christen the
Clipper Liberty Bell, Pan Am's new 7)47 SP."

While the ad continued, the crucial facts raised in
this section of the advertisement raise the following
questions:

Why did Pan Am, which does not even fly out of Indiana-
polis, bring their new plane here to be used as a
visual prop to assist in the Presidential campaign of
Gerald R. Ford, only five days before the Indiana
primary? And, did this constitute a corporate campaign
contribution? And, did the placement of advertising
aimed at drawing attention to Mrs. Ford, while she was
campaigning for her husband in this state, constitute
a corporate campaign contribution?

Finally, because Pan Am is regulated by the CAB (Civil
Aeronautics Board), Pan Am's business fortunes are
largely dependent upon government favor. And, as a
possible candidate for a merger with another airline,
Pan Am would be dependent upon a favorable reaction
from the Justice Department.

(Titles for Identification Only/
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For these reasons, and because Pan A' halftman has
indicated that ~the air 1in-e.,. needs gover:htthe lp , we a ii*e
asking the F.E.,C. to dete'rini f heaein ce rn~
around the christening 6f' Pan Ami' new Ozl~att- co-nstitute','
corporate campaign con-trib-utions in an e $o 1rt to gai 1n
favor with the Ford Admirlistration.

YJrtruY

Sthen M. Davis
Secretary

SMD: lh

Rio

i A

ction CQi I.M;3 f



UNITED CONSERVATIVES OF INDIANA, INC.
1200 CIRCLE TOWER

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA 46204 Pt.) -
J i A

Federal Election Coymmission
1325 K Street, ~W
Washington, D.C. 2046E3.


