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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET N.W.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

November 13, 1975

Ms. Patricia Hodgson
246-08 54th Ave. .
Douglaston, New York 11562

Dear Ms. Hodgson:

This is in response to your letter of July 21, 1975
which directed the Commission's attention to an apparent
violation of Section 435(b) of Title 2 of the United
States Code by the Bella Abzug for Senator Committee.

The Commission has taken note that the Bella Abzug
for Senator Committee has recognized its error and has
taken steps to insure that the incident is not repeated.
It is our view that compliance with Section 435(b) of
Title 2 has been achieved and we consider this matter
to be closed. i

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director
For Disclosure and Compliance
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

November 6, 1975

Ms. Maggi Peyton

Coordinator

The Bella Abzug for Senator Committee
250 West 57th Street

Room 1829

New York, New York 10019

Dear Ms. Peyton:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated October 20, 1975, concerning an alleged viola-
tion of Section 435(b) of Title 2 of the United States
Code by the Bella rbrug for Senator Comnmittee.

The Commission has taken note that steps have been
taken by your Committee to insure that appropriate
notice will be included in all future campaign litera-
ture. It is our view that through your cooperation,
compliance with Section 435(b) of Title 2 of the United
States Code has becn achieved, and we consider the
matter closed.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Dircctor
for Disclosure and Compliance
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Ms. Maggi Peyton

Coordinator

The Bella Abzug for Senator Committee
250 Sest 57th Street

Room 1829

New York, New York 10019

Dear Ms. Peyton:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
October 20, 1975, concerning an alleged/violation of Section
435(b) of Title 2 of the United States [Code by the Bella
Abzug for Senator Committee.

The Commission has taken note thati your Committee
‘shgpde to insure that whe appropriate notice will be
included in all future campaign literature. It is our
view that through your cooperation, compliance with Section
435(b) of Title 2 of the United States Code has been achleved,
and we con51der the matter to be closed.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director for
Disclosure and Compliance




. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20463

October 29, 1975

TERMINATION REPORT

COMPLIANCE ACTION CA-013-75

Literature soliciting contributions on behalf
of Congresswoman Bella Abzug's campaign for
election to the U.S. Senate failed to meet
the requirements of Section 435(b) of Title
Two of the U.S.C.

After being notified of the complaint, the
Abzug for Senate Committee responded with an
assurance that the error will not occur again
(see attached letter).

RECOMMENDATION: While the Abzug for Senate Committee has
acknowledged its failure to include the
required notice on some of its literature,
the Committee has assured the Commission -
that such omission will not occur again.
Therefore, it is moved that this matter be
referred to the Department of Justice with
the recommendation that it does not warrant
further action.
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250 WEST 57 STREET o NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 o ROOM 1820 o 212-

October 20, 1975

Federal Election @®mmission
Mr. Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director

for Disclosure and Compliance
Washington,D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. McKay :

I am sending you by certified mail a photo copy
of the letter mailed to your office in August 1975.

Sincerely,

“//‘\

Maggi Peyton
The Bella Abzug
for Senator Committee




August 22,

Federal Election Commission
Mr. Gordon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director ’ g

for Disclosure and Compliance ; a
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. McKay:

Claire Chase has asked me to respond to the letter #
of August 1, 1975. The card in question was used only

to gather signatures of women supporting Ms. Abzug. We
1~ do, however, understand the necessity of compliance with

Section 435(b) of Title 2 and assure you that the error
will not occur again.

W

: : We thank you for bringing this matter to our attention
* and for your patience.

Sincerely,

.......
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Maggl Peyton
The Bella Abzug for
Senator Committce
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F%ERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Mr. Gogdon Andrew McKay
Esistant Staff Director CERTIFIED
for Disclosure and Compliance =
wWashington, D.C. 20463 No. 822503
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Mr, Duncan McKay 75 gcT 20 ria 13 H6
Federal Elections Commission
1325 X Street, N, W,

Washington, D. C. 20463 . | j/v oy 35(2

Dear Mr, McKay:

I hereby request an advigory opinion from the Commission regarding
the following circumstances:

In 1974, I contracted for a speaking engagement at Chatham College for

an honorarium of $2000, The engagement took place, as scheduled, in

1974, but the check in payment of the agreed upon honorarium was not

transmitted to me until 1975, (The speech was given on November 16,
1974.)

Section 616 of Title 18, United States Code, prohibits any elected
officer of the Federal Government from accepting any honorarium of
more than $1000 and also prohibits the acceptance of honorariums
aggregating more than $15,000 in any ¢calendar year. This provision
toock effect Janmuary 1, 1975,

The specific questions that I wish the Commission to address a:r:e‘:

1., May I accept the full $2000 honorarium without violating
section 6162 el

2, Does this honorarium -- whether I properly may accept $1000
or $2000 -- count against the $15,000 aggregate limit for 1975 established
by section 616?

I believe that the first question should be answered in the
affirmative and the second question in the negative. Although payment
would be made in 1975, the engagement was contracted for prior to the
effective date of section 616 (indeed, prior to its enactment) and the
engagement tock place prior to the effective date, so that all of my
obligations under the contract were completed prior to the effective
date of the limitations,

Should you require any additional information to emable you to
respond to this request, please so advise me,

erely,
FEnTRAL LECTION CE E'“‘?' 13SION m
Gir AL FIE é“S

d 3 .ﬂ BELILA S. ABZUG
{340 THERAL S3ud Mamber of Congress
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October 16, 1975

Mr, Duncan McKay

Federal Elections Commission
1325 K Street, N.W,
Washington, D, C. 20463

Dear Mr, McKay:

Per our conversation this evening: I am informed that our
New York office did send you a carbon copy concerning the distribution
of literature at the National Women's Political Caucus,

However, since we have been trying to resolve this matter in an
expeditious manner, I*ll be in touch with you as soon as I can.
Definitely, it will be tomoxrrow or early next week,

Thank you for reminding us.
Sincerely,

bie Giumons

Ms. Kris Kononen
Personal Secretary to
Congresswoman Bella S. Abzug

FEDERAL ELECTICN CEMMISSION
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, OC 20463

October 20, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILE

FROM: DREW MCKAY(”:;“&’"

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH CHRIS KONONEN, ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT TO CONGRESSWOMAN AB2UG (225-5635)

This afternoon I returned Mr. Kononen's tele-
phone call. We discussed the pending compliance
action involving Mrs. Abzug and I reiterated the
Commission's concern that it has been over two months
since we first brought the compliance action (CA~013-75)
to Mrs. Abzug's treasurer's attention. Ms. Kononen
assured me that she was going to devote time to resolving
this matter as a result of our second conversation
on this subject in the last two and a half weeks.
Mr. Kononen promised a letter would be written this
evening or tomorrow to be delivered to the Commission
as soon as possible thereafter.

,f' Ol »‘ 33 tln‘ x‘ss U“
:

c R WLE GOPY

Vitiul u-f Undlh s CUJHSE’-




"' DRAFT

October 16, 1975

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILE
FROM: DREW MCKAY

SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH CHRIS KONONEN, ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT TO CONGRESSWOMAN ABZUG (225-5635)

This afternoon I returned Ms.Kononen's essisher
telephone call. We discussed the pending compliance
action involving Mrs. Abzug and I reiterated the Com-
mission's concern that it has been over two months
since we first brought the compliance action (CA-013-75).
to Mrs. Abzug's treasurer's attention. Ms. Kononen
assured me that she was mw going to devote time to
resolving this matter, Wﬂ&
conversation on this subject in the last two and a OP
half weeks. Ms. Kononen promised a letter would be m"u'v
written this evening or tomorrow to be delivered to
the Commission as soon as possible thereafter.




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC 20463
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, DC = 20463

Sept. 3, 1975

Pdter,

Spoke this date with Maggie Peyton,
Coordinator of the Bella Abzug for Senator
~€ommittee. She agreed to send Commission a
letter advising future compliance with regard
Mo contribution solicitation literature. I

asked her the reason for the delay in response to
'Commission's letter of August 1lst. Delay caused
P4 vacations.

I suggest two weeks is a reasonable period
$or the response. If nothing is forthcoming by
gpen we will need further action.

Michael Hershman

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
OFFICIAL FiLE COPY
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, OC 20463
 August 1, 1975

Certified Mail c/jia?/

Return Receipt Requested

Ms. Claire Chase

Treasurer

The Bella Abzug for Senator Committee
250 West 57th Street, Room 1829

New York, New York 10019

Dear Ms. Chase:

It has come to the attention of the Federal Election Commission
that literature (copy enclosed) allegedly distributed during the
National Women's Political Caucus in Boston in connection with
Congresswoman Abzug's campaign for election to the U.S. Senate
does not appear on its face to meet the requirements of the Federal
Election Campaign Act, as amended.

Section 435(b) of Title 2 of the United States Code prescribes
that all literature and advertisements soliciting contributions on
behalf of a political committee include on the face or front page
the following notice:

"A copy of our report is filed with the Federal
Election Commissioa and is available for purchase
from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C."

Enclosed please find a copy of a booklet entitled "Federal Election
Campaign Laws" for your reference.

The Commission invites your Committee to submit any information
which would clarify, explain or correct the matter referred to above.
Such information should be received by the Commission not later than
ten business days after receipt of this letter. However, if further
guidance or assistance is required, please do not hesitate to contact
Mr. Peter Roman by mail or telephone (202/382-3484).

ipcerely,

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

GFEBIAL FILE COPY  /ocrion iacew dexay

GFFICE OF BENERAL cmmsﬂ Assistant Staff Director
: for Disclosure and Complianc

GAM:vlf

Enclosures as stated




Treasurer

The Bella Abzug for Senator Committee
250 West 57th Street, Room 1829

New York, New York 10019

P
[ S

Dear who?:
The attention of the Federal Election Commission hgs been
Cwe are. aduhvieens
drawn to literature (copy enclosed) which were allegedly distributed
sbrisillgi s 1T
during the National Women's Political Caucus in Boston in connection

U-
l with Mrs. Abzug's campaign for election to the Se

Jndes-Title nited States Code [Section 435(b)

«’/ ¢ literature and advertisements soliciting contributions on behalf
of a political committee dtrmd¥ include on the face or front
page the following notice:
"A copy of our report is filed with the Federal
Election Commission and is available for purchase
from the Federal Election Commission, Washington, D.C."

. O \ooDiet ewtty
de—Enclosed please find a copy of @i" Federal Election Campaign\auﬂ

deipmpsmanended, for your reference.

Tﬁe Commission invites your Committee to submit any information
which would clarify, explain or correct the matter referred to above.
Such information should he receiwved hy the Commissioa not later
than ten business days after receipt of this letter.)ﬁiowever, if

T

you have any questionsyoncerning this matter, please dcnot

/ hesitate to write or call (202/382-6023)1.8&39”1:{%.-

Sincerely,

FEDERAL ElEl‘.TlBN WM 108 <




Qi/ It has come to the attention of the Federal Election C?ounission

that literature (copy enclosed) allegedly distributed during the

National
Women's Political Caucus in Boston in connection with

Congresswoman Abzug's campaign for election to the U.S. Senate

Dey-pot—eoupli-uith—the Federal Election Campaign Act, as anended.

Boes 0S¥ qgess & s Sace Yo wmest
e ropprowetd § 16
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Hbdgson:

This is in response to your letter of July 21 which calls
to the attention of the Commission an apparent violation of
Section 435(b) of Title 2 ﬁs/ted States Code by the Bella Abzug
for Senate Committee. Please be assured that the Commission has
taken note of the matter to which you make reference, and )accordinglf,
has notified the Committee of the requirements of the law.

However, should you wish to file a formal complaint concerning
this matter, I am enclosing a copy of our interim complaint
procedure guideline (Notice 1975-9). 1If you have any questions

concerning the complaint procedure, please do not hesitate to

write or call (202/382

\T Sincerely,

GAM
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FEDERAL ELBCTION COMM[S
WASHINGTON, DC 20363
August 1, 1975

Mrs. Patricia Hodgson
246-08 54th Avenue
Douglaston, New York 11362

Dear Mrs. Hodgson:

This is in response to your letter of July 21 which calls
to the attention of the Commission an apparent violation of
Section 435(b) of Title 2 of the United States Code by the
Bella Abzug for Senator Committee. Please be assured that the
Commission has taken note of the matter to which you make
reference, and, accordingly, has notified the Committee of the
requirements of the law.

However, should you wish to file a formal complaint concerning
this matter, I am enclosing a copy of our interim complaint
procedure guideline (Notice 1975-9). If you have any questions
concerning the complaint procedure, please do not hesitate to
write or call (202/382-3484).

ncerely,

rdon Andrew McKay
Assistant Staff Director
for Disclosure and CompAlance

GAM:vlf

Enclosure as stated FEDERAL ELECTION MMMISS}“
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COMMISSIONERS

STAFF DIRECTOR 6“

JULY 31, 1975

ATTACHED DRAFT CORRESPONDENCE ON COMPLIANCE MATTER
INVOLVING REPRESENTATIVE ABZUG (CA-013-75)

Attached is correspondence from a Mrs. Patricia Hodgson
calling our attention to an apparent omission from material
circulated on behalf of Representative Bella Abzug, of the
standard publication notice required by the statute. Mrs. Hodgson's
notice to us was not in the nature of a formal complaint nor does
it allege a violation of more than technical significance.
Accordingly, we are proposing simply to go ahead on our own initiative,
as we have in other cases where such matters were called to our
attention, and seek an explanation or correction from the parties
involved. Mrs. Hodgson is still at liberty to convert the matter
into a formal complaint should she so desire.

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMESSION
OFFSIAL FILE COPY
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July 21, 1975

5 L 30 MW m

The Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

I am enclosing a number of items distributed by
supporters of Congresswoman Bella Abzug at the National
Women's Political Caucus Convention in Boston recently.
Ms. Abzug is a candidate for the United States Senate

in New York and there were people at the convention

rounding up support and money for her,

I would like to call your attention to the large
card distributed as part of this effort. While most of
the material complies with the law, I believe you will
find that this card constitutes a violation of

Section 435 (b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

I trust that this matter will receivqm MWMSS!BI

attention. BFH‘,ML TH.E B'UPY

OFFIC. GF suiciiai SOuNSEL
Since:ely,

///J ] &Z%L("Al(}-«"?.//"f‘z}‘a“‘-—x/

Mrs. Patricia Hodgson

246-08 54th Ave.
Douglaston, New York 11362




THE CAPITOL LETTER

BELLA SANDPAPERS THE HOUSE INTO SHAPE

BY MARY MC GRORY

The House of Representatives, almost
to a man, thinks it has housebroken
New York's hatted hell-raiser, Bella
Abzug. She, not unexpectedly, thinks
it's the other way around.

When Bella first blew into the cham-
ber in 1971, it was the general opinion
among the regulars that the place
wasn't big enough for both of them.
Now, hundreds of tirades and snubs
later, if there is no happy fade-out a la
old Hepburn-Tracy movies, there's at
least coexistence. And if she decides to
run for the Senate in 1976—and suc-
ceeds—there will be transcendence.

Bella is be-gaveled. She is called
“madame chairwoman” with pained
correctness by government officials
who, like her colleagues, once hoped
to ignore her out of existence. As “the
chair” (her term) of the House Sub-
committee on Government Information
and Individual Rights, she hauls up
before her and berates agency heads
who illegally keep files on dissenters
like herself. At her smash debut, when
CIA Director William E. Colby tried
to explain why the spooks had opened
her mail, it was hard to tell where
Bella’s rage ended and her relish began.

Majority Leader Thomas P. O'Neill,
the easy-does-it Boston Irishman who
has often felt Bella's lash on his broad
back, rejoices in her progress. He feels
he had a hand in it. “Bella’s changed,
no question about it,” he says. “When
she first came here, she had a chip on
her shoulder. Now she’s one of the
most popular members of the House.
She’s a factor.”

Counters Bella: “You have to under-
stand what’s happened since I'm here.
I come out of the peace movement and

Mail to:

women's rights. They thought 1 was a
lunatic. Now these causes are being
supported by a majority of the people.
I've been out front. Everybody’s caught
up.”

“Tip” O'Neill has a vivid recollec-
tion of his first shout-out with Bella:
“She kept complaining about the lead-
ership. That is normal for a freshman
—they have no experience. She had a
rough, coarse attitude. She used street-
corner language. I told her if she wanted
to be treated like a man, 1 would treat
her like just another guy. She came
back to me and said nobody had ever
talked to her like that before—and
we've been friends ever since.”

Bella believes the members have
found out that her positions are serious
and well thought out. *They never had
an activist around here before. Most of
them come out of the mold of politics.
They think a politician is not supposed
to be a total human being. I couldn’t
do what these guys do. You never know
where they really are.”

Everybody knows where Bella is, at
all times. It is the quality that is most
resented inside the House., and most
appreciated outside it.

Every day. the members are re-
minded that Bella’s constituency cuts
across their own—that one man’s har-
ridan is another man's, or woman’s,
heroine. The appearance of her unmis-
takable bulky silhouette, topped by the
trademark wide-brimmed hat, occasions
an authentic stir in the members’ din-
ing room. Halloos and summonses greet
her. It took her three minutes, one re-
cent lunchtime, to work her way to a
table agzinst the wall.

She had hardly put a knife to her

250 West 57th Street, Room 1829,

[ ] Enclosed is my donation of §

stcak when a sober and distinguished
figure appeared at her side. It was Wil-
liam H. Natcher of Kentucky, who is
hardly one of Bella’s liberal allies—his
ADA rating is 48 to her 100. He was
bowing.

*“I beg your pardon, Bella,” he said
deferentially. “1 hate to interrupt your
luncheon, but I wonder if I could bring
a little girl from down home over.
She’s just dyin’ to meet you.”

Bella, wickedly beaming, agreed.
Presently Natcher reappeared with a
blushing high school student who, dur-
ing the brief exchange, gazed at the
congressperson with the moist-eyed rap-
ture that attends an encounter with a
star.

Bella is refreshed by the incident.
“They are interested and curious about
me,” she says. “People know 1 fought
up on a lot of issues—the war, impeach-
ment, abortion. Now my time has come.
I have my own momentum. People
have to be more respectful.”

The question of who did what to
whom to bring about this state of af-
fairs was really mooted last November.
That's when the electorate turned into
office 75 new Democratic members,
who comprise, by and large, a Bella
Abzug Fan Club. Many of them were
straining against the barricades while
she was up on the platform inveighing
against the war. Their average age is
40 (she’s 54), but in attitudes, they and
she are contemporaries. They are in a
hurry, too. To them she is not a
brusque crazy, but “appropriately pas-
sionate,” as one of them put it. She is
also an elder stateswoman.

Bella calls them “the kids’ and con-
cedes they’ve made life easier for her—

THE BELLA ABZUG FOR SENATOR COMMITTEE
New York, N.Y. 10019

[[] I consent to the use of my name in published materials.

Name

[:::] I would like to volunteer for campaign wori%ﬂ
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