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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

September 25, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert E. Smith
Route 4, Hidden Valley 42
Denton, TX 76201

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Smith:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaiyn Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on September 24 , 1980, determined that
on the basis of the information in the complaint that there
is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute with-
in its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Since

General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert E. Smith
Route 4, Hidden Valley 42
Denton, TX 76201

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Smith:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on ¢« 1980, determined that
on the basis of the information in the complaint that there
is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute with-
in its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Sincerely, CZrYfJ/t”//’—
o‘?/

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

September 25, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURNED RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ben Campbell
4718 Lloyd
Lewisville, 7X 75028

Re: MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Campbell:

On August 21, 1960, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on September 24 , 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint that
there is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute
within its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Sinc

rles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURNED RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ben Campbell
4718 Lloyd
Lewisville, TX 75028

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Campbell:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on , 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint that
there is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute
within its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Sincerely, %ﬂ%‘;(

Charles-N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

September 25, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jim Horn
1806 Southridge
Denton, TX 76201

Re: MUR 1277

Dear Mr. Horn:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on September 24 , 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint
that there is no reason to believe that a violation of
any statute within its jurisdiction has been committed.
Accordingly, the Commission has closed its file in this
matter. This matter will become a part of the public
record within 30 days.

arles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jim Horn
1806 Southridge
Denton, TX 76201

Re: MUR 1277

Dear Mr. Horn:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on ¢, 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint
that there is no reason to believe that a violation of
any statute within its jurisdiction has been committed.
Accordingly, the Commission has closed its file in this
matter. This matter will become a part of the public

record within 30 days. C;(T4#//c,,_-
Sincerely,
61 iR

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

September 25, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

William Berka
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, 1TX 75067

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Berka:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 13, 1980, and
determined that on the basis of the information provided in
your complaint that there is no reason to believe that a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended ("the
Act")has been committed.

Your complaint does not state any acts which appear to
constitute a violation of the Act under our jurisdiction.
Specifically, the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

A copy of the statute and the Commission's regulations are
enclosed with this letter in the hope that these materials will
answer most of your questions regarding Commission jurisdiction.

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file
in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please contact
Suzanne Callahan, the staff member assigned to this matter at
(202) 523-4057.

arles N. Steele
General Counsel




o 1 Rl o B 40t gt ) g frnimeb il o o L s b
e - B et e P A B ey i LA VL e ? v

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL :
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

William Berka
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, TX 75067

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Berka:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 13, 1980, and
determined that on the basis of the information provided in
your complaint that there is no reason to believe that a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended ("the
Act")has been committed.

Your complaint does not state any acts which appear to
constitute a violation of the Act under our jurisdiction.
Specifically, the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

A copy of the statute and the Commission's regulations are
enclosed with this letter in the hope that these materials will
answer most of your questions regarding Commission jurisdiction.

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file
in this matter. ’

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please contact
Suzanne Callahan, the staff member assigned to this matter at

(202) 523-4057. é;_ﬁ{’j[v//lf’////
Sincerely, (

q|=*

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

In the Matter of
Jim Horn

Ben Campbell
Robert Smith

CERTIFICATION

I, Marjorie W. Emmons, Secretary to the Federal
Election Commission, do hereby certify that on September 24,
1980, the Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take the
following actions regarding MUR 1277:

1. Find NO REASON TO BELIEVE that
Ben Campbell, Jim Horn, or
Bob Smith have violated any
provision of the Act.
Send the notification letters
as attached to the First General
Counsel's Report dated September 19,
1980.

3. CLOSE THE FILE.

Voting for this determination were Commissioners Aikens,

Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, Reiche, and Tiernan.

Attest:

M/f& 7774/;///&@ Wé@m_*

Date Marjorie W. Emmons
Secretary to the Commission

Received in Office of the Commission Secretary: 9-19-80, 12:12
Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 9-22-80, 11:00




September 19, 1980

MEMORANDUM TO: Marjorie W. Emmons
FROM: Elissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 1277

Please have the attached First GC Report distributed

to the Commission on a 48 hour tally basis. Thank you.
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION pramet F T
1325 K Street, N.W. WISSION SCCArTARY
Washington, D.C. 20463

B0SEPI9 Pr2: |9

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRANSMITTAL MUR & 1277
BY OGC TO THE COMMISSION__ 4-/7-§D DATE COMPLAINT RECEIVED
BY OGC__Aug. 18, 1980

STAFF MEMBER _Callahan

COMPLAINANT'S NAME: William Berka

RESPONDENT 'S NAMES: Jim Horn, Ben Campbell, Robert Smith
RELEVANT STATUTE: No Jurisdiction

INTERNAL REPORTS CHECKED: Computer Index of Party Committees

FEDERAL AGENCIES CHECKED: None

SUMMARY OF ALLEGATIONS

On August 18, 1980, William Berka filed a notarized complaint
with the Commission alleging violations of the Federal Election
Campaign Act by Jim Horn, Robert Smith, and Ben Campbell; the
complainant did not provide specific citations of the sections
of the Act which he believed to be violated.

According to the complainant, Mr. Smith offered him a bribe,
in the form of a $7,000 contribution to the Denton County Republican
Committee ("the Committee®™), if Berka would step down as the
Committee's chairman. Apparently, the alleged contribution was
contingent upon Berka's resignation, his recommendation that Ben
Campbell fill his unexpired term, and Berka's endorsement of Jim
Horn for State Representative.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

The allegations addressed by Mr. Berka are not within the
purview of the Federal Election Campaign Act. Therefore, it is
recommended that the Commission advise Mr. Berka that his complaint
does not state any act which appers to constitute a violation of the
Act under the Commission's jurisdiction.




RECOMMENDATIONS

Find no reason to believe that Ben Campbell, Jim Horn, or
Bob Smith have violated any provision of the Act.

Send attached notification letters.

Close the file.

Attachment
Complaint
Notification Letters




STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF DENTON

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County and
state, on this day personally appeared William Berka, known to me to the person
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that

he executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed.
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL OF OFFICE this the /s day of M_,_,
Ao Do 19 JZ ®

Fm%;ﬁr Denton

County, Texas




STATEMENT

On Saturday, February 2, 1980, I reccived a telephone call from Bob Smith,
who resides at Route l, Hidden Valley, Denton, Texas 76201, 817/L497-2730, to
talk to me. I refused to do so. I had heard through the grapevine that
Jim Horn was conducting meetings in Denton to recruit a candidate for County
Chairman and for State Representative, District 25 in late Janvary 1980,

On February 3, 1980, Sunday, Bob Smith telephoned me again and insisted
that we meet to discuss political matters. We agreed to meet at Sambo's
Resturant in Lewisville, Texas at 9:30 A. 1Y, Ve met at the resturant and
had 2 cup of coffee. 1 was accompanied by my four year old son, John, Smith
was alone,

Smith said tnat he represented Jim Horn and Ben Campbell, Ben Campbell
wvas solicited by Jim Horn as candidate for Republican County Chairman. dJim
Horn was unannounced candidate for State Representative, district 25. Smith
said that he represented =2 group of Denton finaneial contributors who were
unhappy with my performarce as County Chairman. During my tenure as County
Chairman, I did not meet any of these financial contributors who were unhaopy
with ry periormance. Smith asked me to resign as Republican County Chairman
irmedidtely before the filing deadline on February L, 1980, and recomméend
that the Republican County Executive Committee appoint Ben Camptell to fill
my unexpired term, Campbell had never served the Republican Party of Denton
County in any capacity as election worker, precinct chairman, or any other
duties normally associated with a political party, Smith further insisted
that I personally be responsible for making Bryan Walker withdraw from the
primary race for State Representative, District 25 as a candidate, Smith
said that Jim Hornm did not want to run in contested primary because it would
cost too much and reduce tke number cf volunteers available to him and reduce
campaign funds for him,

Smith further stated that if I accepted hiz offer to resign and if I
persuaded Sryan Valker to withdraw fror: the primary race as a candidate,
he was ready, willing, and able to contribute $7,000.00 to the County Executive
Coruiittee treasury immediately. In addition to the $7,000,00, he said that he
had a wealthy financizl contributor that would buy a headquarters building for
the party's use., Tre party would repay this i’ndividuql in monthly installments
until the note was paid off. Smith claimed that he% edges from several individuzls
to make monthly contributions to the party to pay off the building.. I asked him
for the names of these individuals, He woulcd not divulge the names of these
persons tc me. He claimed thal twenty one persons hac pledged the $7,000.00.

I reflused Sriith's offer because the offer scunded like a deliberate attenst
to offer mey; as a party official, a bribte and cormprémise my positicn as County
Chairman. I believed that the Republican voters wanted a Chairman with political
integrity =nd honesty, and I prescrved that integrity and honesty for them, The
Republicar Part; did not receive any funds Irom this :roup of persons.

LU LA s QLTI
July 30, 1360
liilliam Berka (Former Republican County
1709 llarblehead
Lewisville, Texas T5057

21), /221326l




o AR Y el b Il e
2Ty "

William Berka Staﬁ‘t Contd. page 2 of 2
Names of persons that have knowledge concerning this allegation.

Jim Horn

1806 Southridze
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382=5567

Ben Campbell

L4718 Lloyd

Lewisville, Texas 75028
21L/221-3104

Janes P. Neill

1907 Cindy Lane
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-0835

George Holladay
1913 Holiyhill
Denton, Texas 76201
817/387-8035

Jerry litchell

3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6553

Nedra ifitchell
3300 Santa lfonica
Denton, Texas 76201

817/332-6553

Joarn Smith

Route L, Hidden Valley
Deriton, Texas 76201
817/L97-2730

Donald H. Stone
3015 Thumiertird
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6120

Johnia Everett

Rt L, Bax 263
De:ton, Taxas 76201
817/L57-2965




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

William Berka
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, 1X 75067

Re: MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Berka:

The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the
allegations of your complaint dated August 13, 1980, and
determined that on the basis of the information provided in
your complaint that there is no reason to believe that a violation
of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended ("the
Act")has been committed.

Your complaint does not state any acts which appear to
constitute a violation of the Act under our jurisdiction.
Specifically, the Federal Election Commission has jurisdiction
over the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

A copy of the statute and the Commission's regulations are
enclosed with this letter in the hope that these materials will
answer most of your questions regarding Commission jurisdiction.

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the file
in this matter. -

Should additional information come to your attention which
you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please contact
Suzanne Callahan, the staff member assigned to this matter at
(202) 523-4057.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert E. Smith
Route 4, Hidden Valley 42
Denton, TX 76201

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Smith:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on » 1980, determined that
on the basis of the information in the complaint that there
is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute with-
in its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURNED RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ben Campbell
4718 Lloyd
Lewisville, TX 75028

MUR 1277
Dear Mr. Campbell:

On August 21, 1960, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on . 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint that
there is no reason to believe that a violation of any statute
within its jurisdiction has been committed. Accordingly, the
Commission has closed its file in this matter. This matter
will become a part of the public record within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles-N. Steele
General Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jim Horn
1806 Southridge
Denton, TX 76201

Re: MUR 1277

Dear Mr. Horn:

On August 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
complaint alleging that you violated certain sections of
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended.

The Commission, on » 1980, determined
that on the basis of the information in the complaint
that there is no reason to believe that a violation of
any statute within its jurisdiction has been committed.
Accordingly, the Commission has closed its file in this
matter. This matter will become a part of the public
record within 30 days.

Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
General Counsel




August 28, 1980

Ms. Suzanne Callahan
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Ms. Callahan:

Without boring you with specific details of
inaccuracies in Mr. Burka's statement, I'll
simply say that 1 met with Mr. Berka and discussed
issues that I felt were for the good of the
Republican Party.

In view of Mr. Berka's statement and my know-
ledge of our conversation, I cannot see how I
may have violated any section of the Federal
Election Campaign Act.

I will take no further action on this matter
unless notified by your office.

Very truly yours,

S Bl € SO

Robert E. Smith
Route 4, Hidden Valley 42
Denton, Texas 76201




TR
g T

P s LR
e . b ar

 filed ageinst Jim HOEM,  committé.rio vialition,
candidate folf

it o s FEC bl

i TR

: COmpany was-
8 vivlating
iom #0 Republican Party and  said he hai 1
_puilding for use as party
if Berka would with-

Cynthia Dickerson, was mailinge
notiee of the Republican E '
Committee, Campbell said
Dickerson also is the Exil
Commiittes secretary. The
was called to appoint th¢
convention committee and revy
financial statement. e
Ms. Dickerson was using péion
statipnery to mail the notice B
out of envelopes, Campbell
then used CATV envelopés W
remaining notices, he said. Neith
gl nor Ms. Dick
aware Wiis wes a violation S ¢
cleefion ¢ode, Campbell |
pany's was Jat

company -

loser.” reimbursed but this did not elitiinat
Smith said his reply to FEC will be a the violation, he said. £

denial of any financial offer to Berka oWe didn't realize we Werf§

in retarn ior Berka's resignation.  breaking the law. We acknovteyes)
Smith said he did meet with Berka *‘as (in reply to FEC) that we did wyon

a concerned Republican” and did ask’  and that we would not do it again,”
Berka to withdraw from the race. Campbell said. S

ervton Fecord, Chromicle 4480




dosepio A8: 38l

Ms. Suzanne Callaham
Federal Election Commission
Washington, DC 20463




.'.» e vl ERg

7798,

J"”-fﬁlﬁ’
JIM HORN
Denton, Texas 76201 RECEIVED _
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August 28, 1980

Ms. Suzanne Callahan
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 1277(80)

Dear Ms. Callahan:

I am unable to determine how I may have
violated any section of the Federal Election
Campaign Act.

Unless notified by your office I will
take no further action in this matter.

ly,

Jim Horn




Ms. Suzanne Callahan
Federal Election Commission
Washington, D.C. 20463




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 21, 1980
CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Jim Horn
1806 Southridge
Denton, Texas 76201 Re: MUR 1277(80)

Dear Mr. Horn:

This letter is to notify you that on August 18, 1980
the Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act") or Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26, U.S. Code. A copy of
this complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR
1277. Please refer to this number in all future correspendence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate,
in writing, that no action should be taken against your Committee
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by sending a letter of representation
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any notifica-
tions and other communications from the Commission.
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If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Callahan,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4057. For
your information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

Y o

General c°unaei

Enclosures
Complaint
Procedures




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 21, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

William Berka
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, Texas 75067

Dear Mr. Berka:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
of August 13, 1980, against Robert Smith, Jim Horn and Ben
Campbell which alleges violations of the Federal Election
Campaign laws. A staff member has been assigned to analyze
your allegations. The respondents will be notified of this
complaint within 5 days and a recommendation to the Federal
Election Commission as to how this matter should be initially
handled will be made 15 days after the respondents® notifi-
cation. You will be notified as soon as the Commission takes
final action on your complaint. Should you have or receive
any additional information in this matter, please forward it
to this office. For your information, we have attached a
brief description of the Commission's procedures for
handling complaints.

Bries N, Steele
eneral Counsel




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 21, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Robert Smith

Route 4

Hidden Valley

Denton, Texas 76201 MUR 1277(80)

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is to notify you that on August 18, 1980
the Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act") or Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26, U.S. Code. A copy of
this complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR
1277. Please refer to this number in all future correspendence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate,
in writing, that no action should be taken against your Committee
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by sending a letter of representation
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any notifica-
tions and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Callahan
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4057. For
your information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

General Counsel

Enclosures
Complaint
Procedures




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463

August 21, 1980
CERTIFIED MAIL

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ben Campbell
4718 Lloyd
Lewisville, Texas 75028 MUR 1277 (80)

Dear Mr. Campbell:

This letter is to notify you that on August 18, 1980
the Federal Election Commission received a complaint which
alleges that you may have violated certain sections of the
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended ("the
Act") or Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26, U.S. Code. A copy of
this complaint is enclosed. We have numbered this matter MUR
1277. Please refer to this number in all future correspendence.

Under the Act, you have the opportunity to demonstrate,
in writing, that no action should be taken against your Committee
in connection with this matter. Your response must be submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commission may take further action
based on the available information.

Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant to the Commission's analysis of this matter.
Where appropriate, statements should be submitted under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance with
2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(4)(B) and § 437g(a)(12)(A) unless you notify
the Commission in writing that you wish the matter to be made
public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this matter,
please advise the Commission by sending a letter of representation
stating the name, address and telephone number of such counsel,
and a statement authorizing such counsel to receive any notifica-
tions and other communications from the Commission.




If you have any questions, please contact Suzanne Callahan,
the staff member assigned to this matter at 202-523-4057. For
your information, we have attached a brief description of the
Commission's procedure for handling complaints.

si

C s N. Steele
General Counsel

Enclosures
Complaint
Procedures
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Federal Election Conmission
Washington, D C 20463
Attns Mr. Charles N, Steele August 13, 1960

SUBJECT: Attempted Bribery allegation
Dear Mr, Steele,

I appreciate the effort that the Enforcement Division is taking into
investigating possible federal election law violations in Denton County, Texas,

I'm submitting a sworn statement regarding an attempted bribery by Bob
Smith upon me, Since there was not any monetary benefits accruing to me
personally, the Denton Coumty District Attorney has declined to look into
the matter, He said it was not illegal under Texas Election Laws, but it
was highly unscrupulous and unethical political conduct. Smith attempted
to influence my actions as an elected Republican County Chairman to
compromise my party position of recruiting qualified voters to become
candidates for public office,

This incident should give you a background to these other allegations,
if you choose to investigate it any further,

Sincerely,

-
! !/
Lt~ _J._j-{- z /J/k.

william Berka (Former Republicarn County Chairman, Denton County, Texas 1977-1980)
1709 Marblehead

Lewisville, Texas 75067

21)y /221326l




STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF DENTON

BEFORE ME, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County and
-uu,mmwmmwmm,muuutbm
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing instrument, and ackmowledged to me that

he executed the same for the purposes and consideration therein expressed,

mmmmnmnmorwnczthutha:ZZmeo:M‘J
A. D.]s dZ [ ]




STATEMENT

On Saturday, February 2, 1980, I received a telephone call from Bob Smith,
who resides at Route L, Hidden Valley, Denton, Texas 76201, 817/497-2730, to
talk to me. I refused to do so. I had heard through the grapevine that
Jim Horn was conducting meetings in Denton to recruit a candidate for County
Chairman and for State Representative, District 25 in late January 1980,

On February 3, 1980, Sunday, Bob Smith telephoned me again and insisted
that we meet to discuss political matters. We agreed to meet at Sambo's
Resturant in Lewisville, Texas at 9:30 A. M. We met at the resturant and

had a cup of coffees I was accompanied by my four year old son, John, Smith
was alone,

Smith said tnat he represented Jim Horn and Ben Campbell, Ben Campbell
was solicited by Jim Horn as candidate for Republican County Chairman, Jim
Horn was unannounced candidate for State Representative, district 25, Smith
sald that he represented a group of Denton finaneial contributors who were
unhappy with my performance as County Chairman., During my tenure as County
Chairman, I did not meet any of these financial contributors who were unhappy
with my performance, Smith asked me to resign as Republican County Chairman
immedidtely before the filing deadline on February L, 1980, and recciménd
that the Republican County Executive Committee appéint Ben Camptell to £ill1
my unexpired term, Campbell had never served the Republican Party of Denton
County in any capacity as election worker, precinct chairman, or any other
duties normally associated with a political party., Smith further insisted
that I personally be responsible for making Bryan Walker withdraw from the
primary race for State Representative, District 25 as a candidate, Smith
said that Jim Horn did not want to run in contested primary because it would
cost too much and reduce the number of volunteers available tc him and reduce
campaign funds for him,

Smith further stated that if I accepted hi: offer to resisrn and if I
persuaded Bryan valker to withdraw fror. the primary race as a candidate,
he was ready, willing, and able to contribute u?,OOO 00 to the County Executive
Coruaittee treasury immediately, In addition to the $7,000,00, he said that he
had a wealthy financial contributor that would buy a headquarters building for
the party's use., The party would repay this &ndivigual in monthly installments
until the note was paid off, Smith claimed that henpledges fram several individuzls
to make monthly contributions tc the party to pay off the building.. I asked him
for the nares of these individuals, He woulc not divulpge the names of these
persons to me, He claimed that twenty one persons hac pledged the $7,000,00,

I refused Srith's offer because the offer sounded like a deliberate attempt
to offer me, as a party official, a bribe and corprémise my position as County
Chairman, I believed that the Republican voters wanted a Chairman with political
integrity =xnd bonesty, and I prescrved that integrity and honesty for them, The
17 ubl.‘}c,&r Party did nop receive any funds from this :roup of persons,

,{{L’Jin “_)(: P AA
July 30, 1980
William Berka (Former Republican County Chairman (1977-1580)

1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, Texas 75087
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Names of persoms that have knowledge concerning this allegation,

Jim Horm

1806 Southridge
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382=5567

Ben

4718 Lloyd

Lewisville, Texas 75028
21L/221-3104

James P. Neill
1907 Cindy Lane
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-0835

George Holladay
1913 Hollyhill
Denton, Texas 76201
817/387-8035

Jerry Mitchell

3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6553

Nedra Mitchell
3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
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817/362-6553

Joarn Smith

Route L, Hidden Valley
Denton, Texas 76201
817/L97-2730

Donald H. Stone
3015 Thumdertdrd
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6120

Johnia Everett

Rt L, Box 263
Denton, Tdxas 76201
817/L97=2965




STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF DENTON
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On Saturday, February 2, 1980, I received a telephone call from Bob Smith,
who resides at Route L, Hidden Valley, Denton, Texas 76201, 817/497-2730, to
talk to me. I refused to do so. I had heard through the grapevine that
Jim Horn was conducting meetings in Denton to recruit a candidate for County
Chairmen and for State Representative, District 25 in late January 1980,

On February 3, 1980, Sunday, Bob Smith telephoned me again and insisted
that we meet to discuss political matters. We agreed to meet at Sambo's
Resturant in Lewisville, Texas at 9330 A. M, We met at the resturant and
had a cup of coffee. I was accompanied by my four year old son, John, Smith
was alone,

. STATEMENT

Smith said that he represented Jim Horn and Ben Campbell, Ben Campbell
was solicited by Jim Horn as candidate for Republican County Chairman, Jim
Horn was unannounced candidate for State Representative, district 25, Smith
said that he represented a group of Denton financial contributors who were
unhappy with my performance as County Chairman, During my temure as County
Chairman, I did not meet any of these financial contrdbutors who were unhappy
with my performance, Smith asked me to resign as Republican County Chairmsn
immedidtely before the filing deadlime on February L, 1980, and wecoiménd
that the Republican County Executive Committee appoint Ben Campbell to £111
my unexpired term. Carpbell had never served the Republican Party of Denton
County in any capacity as election worker, precinct chairman, or any other
duties nomally associated with a political party, Smith further insisted
that I personally be responsible for making Bryan Walker withdraw from the
primary race for State Representative, District 25 as a dandidate. Smith
saild that Jim Horn did not want to run in contecsted primary because it would
cost too much and reduce the number of volunteers available to him and reduce
campaign funds for him,

Smith further stated that if I accepted his offer to resign and if I
persuaded Bryan Walker to withdraw fror the primary race as a candidate,
he was ready, willing, and able to contribute $7,000,00 to the County Executive
Committee treasury immediately., In addition to the $7,000,00, he said that he
had a wealthy financial contributor that would buy a headquarters building for
the party's use, The party would repay this g£ndiv in monthly installments
until the note was paid off, Smith claimed that hé% edges fram several individuals
to make monthly contributions to the party to pay off the building.. I asked him
for the names of these individuals, He would not divulge the names of these
persons to me, He claimed that twenty one persons had pledged the $7,000,00.

I refused Smith's offer because the offer sounded like a deliberate atterpt
to offer me, as a party official, a bribe and corprémise my position as County
Chairman, I believed that the Republican voters wanted a Chairman with political
integrity ond honesty, and I prescrved that integrity and honesty for them, The
RqT.lfb].'},qar.- Party did not receive any funds fron this sroup of persons,

4 7 e B W ¢
July 3C, 1980
William Berka (Former Republican County Chairman (1977-1580)
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, Texas 75067
21L, /221-326)
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Names of persons mtmmmwm.-u-.

Denton, Texas 76201
817/3682-0835

George Holladay
1913 Hollyhdll
Denton, Texas 76201
817/387-8035

Jerry Mitchell

3300 Santa Momica
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6553

Nedra Mitchell

3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6553

Joann Smith

Route L, Hidden Valley
Denton, Texas 76201
817/u97-2730

Donald H. Stone
3015 Thumiertdrd
Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-6120

Johnia Everett

Rt L, Bax 263
Denton, Téxas 76201
817/L97-2965
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STATEMENT

On Saturday, February 2, 1980, I received a telephone call from Bob Smd.th,
who resides at Route L, Hidden Valley, Denton, Texas 76201, 817/197-2730, to
talk to me. I refused to do so. I had heard through the grapevine that
Jim Horn was conducting meetings in Denton to recruit a candidate for County
Chairmen and for State Representative, District 25 in late January 1980,

On February 3, 1980, Sunday, Bob Smith telephoned me again and insisted
that we meet to discuss political matters. We agreed to meet at Sambo's
Resturant in Lewisville, Texas at 9330 A, M, We met at the resturant and
had a cup of coffee. I was accompanied by my four year old son, John, Smith
was alone,

Smith said that he represented Jim Horn and Ben Campbell, Ben Campbell
was solicited by Jim Horn as candidate far Republicam County Chairman, Jim
Horn was unannounced candidate for State Representative, district 25, Smith
said that he represented a group of Denton finanecial contributors who were
unhappy with my performance as County Chairman, During my temure as County
Chaiman, I did not meet any of these financial contributors who were unhappy
with my performance, Smith asked me to resign as Republican County Chairmsn
immedidtely before the filing deadline on February L, 1980, and mecciménd
that the Republican County Executive Committee appoint Ben Campbell to fil1
my unexpired term. Carpbell had never served the Republican Party of Denton
County in any capacity as election worker, precinct chairman, or any other
duties normally associated with a political party. Smith further insisted
that I personally be responsible for making Bryan Walker withdraw from the
primary race for State Representative, District 25 as a dandidate, Smith
said that Jim Horn did not wamt to run in contested primary because it would
cost too much and reduce the number of volunteers available to him and reduce
campaign funds for him,

Smith further stated that if I accepted hi: offer to resign and if I
persuaded Bryan Walker to withdraw from the primary race as a candidate,
he was ready, willing, and able to contribute $7,000.00 to the County Executive
Committee treasury immediately., In addition to the $7,000,00, he said that he
had a wealthy financial contributor that would buy a headquarters building for
the party's use, The party would repay this £ndi: in monthly installments
until the note was paid off, Smith claimed that he edges from several individuals
to make monthly contributions to the party to pay off the building., I asked him
for the names of these individuals., He would not divulge the names of these
persons to me, He claimed that twenty one persons had Pledged the $7,000,00,

I refused Smith's offer because the offer sounded like a deliberate attempt
to offer me, as a party official, a bribe and comprémise my position as County
Chairman, I believed that the Republican voters wanted a Chairman with political
integrity and honesty, and I preserved that integrity and honesty for them, The
Re bJ.';.gm Party ‘5’1‘1 noy receive any funds from this group of persons,

:’%}’,{{-(.-télm Sl s
July 30, 1980
William Berka (Former Rephblican County Chairman (1977-1980)
1709 Marblehead
Lewisville, Texas 75067
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Names of persems that have kmowledge eoncerning this allegation,

Jim Horn
1806 Southridge

Texas
817/382-5567

B

Ben Campbell P S
L4718 Lloyd

Lewisville, Texas 75028
21),/221-

James P. Neill

1907 Cindy Lane

Denton, Texas 76201
817/382-0835

George

1913 H

Denton, Texas 76201
817/387-8035

Jerry Mitchell

3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
817/362-6553

Nedra Mitchell
3300 Santa Monica
Denton, Texas 76201
81?/382—6553

Joann Smith

Route L, Hidden Valley
Denton, Texas 76201
817/1;97-2?30

Donald H, Stone
3015 Thumdertd rd
Denton, Texas 76201
81?/332-6120

Johnia Everett

Rt L4, Bax 263
Denton, Téxas 76201
817/L97-2965




FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

1325 K STREET NW.
WASHINGTON.D.C. 20463
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