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' FEDERAL ELECTION COMMiSSIOND 46iI
S~TESt ~*March 6, 1980

M.Robert J. Luellen
152). Castle i lls Drive
New Castle, Indiana 47362

Re: MU 114 5

Dear Mr. Luelien:

. The Federal Election Cmission has reviewed the
allegations of your coplaintr dated January 9, 1980, .and

6'determined that on the basis ofthe information provided in
your complaint and information provided by t he Respondent,

~here is no rzeason to believe that a violation of the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended ("the Act") has been

~comm itted.

Accordingly, the Commission has decided to close the
~file in this matter.

, Should additional information come to your attention
~which you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please

contact Michele D., Brown, 'the staff member assigned to this
c :matter at (202) 523-4175.

General Counsel



CERTIFIED MAILRETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Mr. Rober t 3. Luellien
1522. Castle lulls Drive
New Castle, Indiana 47362

Re: NUR 114 5

Dear Mr. Luellen:

The Federal Election Cormmission has reviewed the
allecjations of< your complaint d]ated January 9, 1980, and

" determined that on the basis of the information provided in

your coemplaint and information provided: b-y the !. espondent
-- there is no reason to beie~ve that a violation of the Federal
. Election Campaiqn Act of 1971 as amended ( "the .Act ") .has been

comittecL..

Accord ingly, the Commission has d!ecided to close the
~file in this matter.

C Should addi.tion.al infv©rmation come to your attention

~~which you beltievee establishes a violation .... of the 7Act, please
contact Mi ,chelc D. Drown, the staff member a ssigqne to this
rratter at (202)523-417:5.

S in cer el!y ,

Charles 111I Steee
General Counsel



~FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSIONS WASH- ING ION,DC206

~Marclh 6, 1980

CERTIFI ED MAIL

Mr. Robert P. Johnstone
BARNES, HICKA, PANTZER AND BOYD
1313 Merchants flank .Building
In dianapoli s, Indiana 46204

~Re : M UR. 1145

~Dear Mr. Johnstone:

On January 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
~~~complaint alleging that your cl ient , the India napol0is Star,

may have violated Ceartain secitions of the Federal" ElecETi
Campaign Act of 1971., as amended.

-- ..... The.C.ommission, on March 6 , 1980, determined that on
~~the basis of the infor.mation in the complaint and informa-

tion provided by you., there is no reason to believe that a
~violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been

committed. Accordingly, the Commission has closed its file:
' ,, :in 'thiS matter. This matter will become a part of the
C public record wit-hin ,30 days.

Sinc . ..

/ ...

CharlsN el
General .Counsel



CERTIFIED MAI!L

Mr., Robert P. Johnstone
BARNES UICKAM, PANTZE.R AND BOYD

1313 Merchants Bank Buildinr
N Indianaol is, Indiana 46204

~Re: MUR 11i45

Dear 14r. Johnstone:=

On .January 21, 1980, the Commission notified you .of a
..... complaint: al leging that your client, the indianap~44s tr,
.... may have violated certain sections of the F~V1~I eco

Campaiqn Act of1971i, as amended.

The Conmisilon, on , 1980, determined that orn
~the basis of the information in the complint and inforia-

tion provided by you, there is no reason to believe that a
-- violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been

committed. Accordingly, the Commission hsclosed its file
in this matter. This matter will become a nart of the
public record within 30 days.

sincerely,

Charles H. s:teele
General Counsel



BEFOR E TIHE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSION

In: the Matter of

indianapolis Star MUJR 1145

CERTIFICATIO:N

I, Marjorie W. EmronS, Secretary to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on March 6, 198O0,

the Commission decided by a vote of 6-0 to take: the

following actions regarding MUJR 1145:

1. Find NO REASON TO BELIEVE that the
Indianapolis star or any of its
empolyees has v1oated 2u.S.C.
!§441 (h).

. Approve and authorize the sending
of the letters to Mr. Luellen, the
complainant, and Mr. Jo~hnstone,
attorneyz for the respondentr as
attached tothe First General
Counsel's Report dated March 3,
1980.

vo ting f0or this determination were Commi s sioners

Aikens, Friedersdorf, Harris, McGarry, Reiche, and Tiernan..

Attest:

Date Mr ~eW ~n
secretary to the Commission

Re eived in Of f je o f the Comm:is sion Secretary : 3-3-80, 4 .:04Circulated on 48 hour vote basis: 3-4-80, 11!:.00



March 3, 1980

MEMORANDUM TO: Marjorie W. Emtwns

FROM: EJlissa T. Garr

SUBJECT: MUR 1145

Please have the attached First GC Report on MUR 1145

distributed to the Coniission on a 48 hour tally basis.

N" Thalk you,

C,:



FEDERAL ELECTION COMMSSION. 1325 K Street, N .
Washington, D, C. 204. il

FIRST GERAL COUNSEL' S REPORT :

DATE AND tIE OF TRASMITTALY GC T THE COM tSSI.......__.... __ ... .....

COMPLAINANT' S NAME:

RESPONDENT'iS NAE

RELEVm- T STAUTE:

INTERNA REPORTS CEKED :

' FEDERA AGENCIES CHECKED:

MUR L
DATE CMLIN CVE
BY OG 01/78

STAFF MEMER M. Brown

Robert Luellen

IninplsStar

2 U~.C. § 441h

None

None

SUMMRY OF' ALGATION
Mr. Luellen alleges that the failure of the tndianapolis Sa

to report his announcement that he is running for Congress, "although
it did report that William Dubois is a candidate and that William
Frazier is a possible cadidate, is a violation of ,2 TJu.., § 44Th
,and has damaged his political campaign.

FACTUL AD LEGAL ANALYSIS

2 U.S.C. § 441h prohibits a canidate for Federa office or his
agent from fraudulently misrepesenting himself or any oranization
under his control as acing "for or on behalf of any otiher candidate"
on a matter which is damaging to such other candidate.

It appearzs that Mr. Luellen is alleging that the employees of
the Indianapolis Star are fraudulenty misrepresentin themselves
and are acting on bealf of Mr. Frazier, Mr. Dubois, or both !and
thus tried to damage Mr. Luellen'<s campaign by failing to report his
candidacy announcement in the newspaper.



0 i0
-12-

Robert P. Johnstone, cusel to the Indianapolis Str sae
in his r esponse to the complint that "nihana'iiiipoils Star
nor Mr. Gelarden (the political editor) are candidat S) for Fedea
office or .... employee( s) or agent(s) of such a candidate." ..
Mr. Johnstone states also that on January 24, 1980, Mr. Gel arden
wrote a column which mentioned that Mr. Luelien was a candidate,.
This occurred the day before the newspaper was informed of the
complaint against them. On Sunday, January 27, 1980, the column
appeared in the newspaper

It is the ,opinion of the Office of General Counsel that no
violation of the .Act has occurred.

RE COMMNDATI ON

" 1. Find no reason to believe that the Indian apolis Star or
any of its employ'ees has violated 2 U.,S.C. 41h......

' 2. Approve and authorize the sending Qf the attached letters
to Mr. Ltiellen, the complainant, and Mr. Johnstone, attorney for

' the respondent.

3. Close the file.

SAt tachments

Complaint
__ Notice letter to respondent

Response from the Indianapolis Star
,Proposed eter t Mr. Lu'eilen an Mr'. Johnstoie
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FE DE RAL E LECTION COMMISSION

~january 21, 1980

CRIIED MAIL

Indianapolis ,,Stlar
37Pennsylv~ania Street
Indianopolis, Indian a

Re: MUR 1145

D:ir irs:

. This letter i s to notify you that you tha't on
" January 17, 1980, the Federali Election Commission received

a complaint which allege~s that you may have violated certain
sections of the Federal Election Caain Act of' 1971, as
amended.... ("te Act") or ChapterS 95 and 96 of Title 26,,
U.S. Code. A copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have

' : numered this matter MUR, 1145. Please refer to this numer
~~in all futhure :correspondence.

~Under the Act, you have he opportunity to demonstrate,
in writin!g, that no action should be taken ag ainst you i n

.... connection witn this matte.sr Your response must b submitted
within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is
received within 15 days, the Commion may take further
action based on, the available informtion.

~Please submit any factual or legal materials which you
believe are relevant tho the Commission' s analysis of this

~mat ter. Where appropriate, statements should be submitted
under oath.

This matter will remain confidential in accordance wit h
2U.S.C. § 437g(a) ( 4) (B) and § 43'7g(a) (12) (A) unless you
notify the ComxisSion~ in writing that you wish the mater
to. be made public.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in thhis
matter, please advise the Commission by sending a letter of
representa tion Stating the name, address and telephone number
of such counsel, and a statement atoingsuch counsel
to receive any noti fications and other commun ications from
the Commission.



e e
If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Brown,

the staff member assigned to this matter at (202)523-4175.
For your information, we have attached a brief de!scription
of the Comission' s procedure for handling complaints .

General Counsel

Eric los ure

1. Complain t
2. Procedures



*
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THE INDIANAPOLIS ~TAIt~ ;~Ecr~
THE INDIANAPOLIS NEWS ~

INDIANAPOLIS NEWSPAPE~Sp INC~

INO~ANAPOL.I$, INDIAI~4I~fJ 4~oed 1I4 I ZZ

g~

February ,5, 1980

Mr. Charles N. SteeleGeneral C~ounsel ( s~o
Federal Election tnms o
Wa shrngton,) DC 2 046 3

-~ -f%: *
Dear ir

We are in reeipt of your letter dated Jaury 21,,1980.

This is to advise that Robert ?. Johnstorne, Barnes,
Hickam , Pantzer .& Boyd, 1313 Merhns akBuilding,
<Indianapolis, Indiana 46204, (317) 638-1313, wil
represent us in this ntter..

This letter constitutes notic<e that communications
from the Cormissio rgrding this mlatter ,may be
directed to Mr. Jontone.

Sin erely,

ESP ag

t)

I.,

3

(a

• .IN S. = ILi



BARN ESK HICKAM, PANTZEF R B OYD
131S: MCHAT N S ANK S U L.DIHN

IND|ANAPO'L|8 IN WANA

..... * L! ,,w 40204

, STE lh inBg DNE . H ::0I 3

~RBR . A' IIheI r.qes OHNhndP~oisSa.,w

EUGNEC.MILER.J . PV . O NA.. ...UE. ...... O LI
e~~~~IHR ,DERt~i s ICeeLt PDioEtIF.eI.eDln i Ato i7

Rob~OBP . 4~7ert PAL Mu. ,FROSTliati acnddtef:

HEroTC.m~E R Jn: AMEas D. t MOnrORoaEDstit. l ,, ela
JAMEs . MSEROt thiN BRVNn iDA1OE,!97l7-d i78,-Iiho
SHRK .sHIOess, TheRN L.r BIof C ,Leln' opan gis h
ROERT!H. REYOLD s St r W. aen LEEt~t e esapr i
CRLeS E.BRES JMSt E.MAOentanuYe n o ,o~rS ,w

d.iETHOD reAVID Nh, aoWe nf~ui i~a uos

JAE AnTRI DAVID O L SWIDERy F4 90, e ~ebrary 6,f 1980
EORf H BAKE Bu~ AnAR S. WEB, BiEPa EiorR.Js
TOISe arde ,7e 4. LEWIS e~ o e h t EIL e a
BRA .TBE Jadia eFFR C. MARTIN n pe~e teS~r Sudy
DANua.ryT DI7BO MA98U S.CHHDE



e! e@
Mr. Charles N. Steele
Feb~'u8y 6, 1980
Page 2

Mr. Luellan' S compJaint is completely without basis
in law or fact. The compaint alleges, that the Indiana ohis
Star, by not running his arwiouncement of candidacy prompt yI,
violated 2 US.C.. §441. Mr. Luellan is referring to Section
322 ofthe Federal Election Campaign Act of 19'71, Pub, L.
No. 94-283, as renmered by Pub. L. No. 96-187, which pro-
vides:

Sec .. 322. Fraudulent misrepresentation of
campaign authority. No person who is a candidate
for Federal office or an employee or agent of such a
candidate shall -

(I) frauduently mis represent himeself or
any committee or organization tider his control
as speaking or writing or otherwise acting for
or on 'behalf of any other candidate o0t political
party or employee or agent thereof on a matter
which is damaging to suc other c andidate or
poitical party or employee oz= agent thereof; or

(2) willfully and knowngly participate in
or conspire to particeipate in any plan, scheme,
or design to violate paragraph (I).

That provision obviously has no apli cation to the siztuation
about which Mr. Luellan comp lains. First, neither the
indianapolis Star nor Mr. Gelarden are "candidate~s] for
Feera ofice, or .... . employees] or agenti~s] o such a

candidate ." See ..2 U S. C. §431 (2) (. ...defining, candidate. ")
Second, Mr. Luell an has no t alleged that anyone frau~dulently
misrepre sented ihims elif as speaking or writing or ot!herwise
acting on Mr. Luellan's behalf. Thus, neither the Star nor
it s employees could possibly be deemed to have partTeipated in
or to have conspired to participate in a plan to misrepre-
sent Mr., Luellan.

Furthermore, it is clear that a newspaper ' s exercise
o f editorial discretion regarding coverage of aoCongressioal
race is in no way limited by the Feea lcin Camaign
Act of 1971 or Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26, also mentioned
in your letter. Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26 deal wit~h
financing o f Pres identi al primary and general elections.
The Fede ra. ElIect£ion Campaign Act, in addition to pro scribing

BAR NES. i CKAM, PANTZ ER &' OYO



1Mr, Charles N. Steele
February 6, 1980
Page 3

fraudulent misrepresentation Of campaign authority, regu-

lates contributions to ad expenditures o f candidates for
federal el!ective o ffice, Intrus ion into editorial discr~e-
tion was clearly not contempated by Cogress., Section
301(9) (B)(i) ofthe Act, as amended byPub .t ..-..7
provides that the term "expndiure" does not include "any..
news story, commetary, or editorial dis tributed through the
facilities of any broadcastin.g !station, newspaper, magazine,
or other periodical publication, unless such facilities are
own..d.or.controlled b! n oitical pa.rty, political com-
mittee,e.. ........... o candidate, a. S~ee Buckley laeo,' 424 U.S... . 1,

51 n. 56 (1976). See also i: lPY001TO7b)(3) (tracking
the statutory exclusion and specifying terms on which a

~facility may cover .a race involving a candidate who ows or
controls the facility); 11. CFR. §IO.4(b)(8) (a similar

~exclusion of news stories, commentaries and editorials from
C-." the definitio n of "contribution.") The Star' is not owned
~or controled by any poi.tical party, commtte or candidate.

Finally, we are certain that the Commssion recognizes
hat this type of compliaint is contrary to a newspaper ' s

exercise, of its Firs t .Amendment right s, In Miam Herald
- Publishing Co. v., Tonillo., 418 U... 24, 25I7ZT•

. Supreme Court...... stated :thatthe "choice of material to go
into a newspaper, and the decisions made ,as t.o im~itations

.... on the size and content of the paper, and treatment of public
issues .and pubic. officials -- whet'her fair or unfair -

i constitute the. exercise of editorial control-and judgment.
It has yet to be demons treated how governmental regulation

' of this crucial process can be exerceised consistent with
~Fir'st Amendmet g uarantiees Of a free press as they hav e

evolved to this time ," Certainly' , the newspaper's.......... c" hoice
of material with respect to Mr. Luellan's candidacy is. clearly
protrected by this dec is ion.

We suggest that Mr. Luellan's frivolous complaint should
be promptly dismissed without further investigation. Certainly,
the law provides tha t the Commission should, refuse to inves ti--
gate complaints that have. failed to allege a violation o f the

SA RNES. H ICKAN. PAN TZ:E'R & BOYD



Nr. Charles N. Steele
February 6, 1980
Page 4

law. In re Federal lcinCmag Act.Liti..tion Fed.
Elec. Campaign Fin .ud (H 908 . .................... 199 (sti n
ing Commissionts refusal to inestigate nmrous complaints...
tha failed to allege a: violation of' the law).

Yours very truly,

Robert. P s tone

P RPJ: jz

¢,'

BARNES, HICKAM, PANTZER & BOYD



', F E DERA L E LECT ION COMMISSION,i ' -''' WASHINGTON, D:C. 20463

CERTIFIEDMI

Mr ... Robert J. Luellen
1521 Castle h is Drive
New Castle, Indiana 47362

Re : MUJR 11 45

NDear Mr., Lue!!en:

~The Federal Election Commission has reviewed tlhe
allegations of your complaint dated Janury 9, 19810, anddetermined that on the basis of the iformtin.rovde.i
your complaint and information provided by the Respondent,

" there is no reason to beleve that a violat£ion of tbhe Federal
. ., Election Campaign Act of 1971: as amended ("the Act") has been

comi tted..

Acc0rdingly, the Commissio0n has decided to close the
" file in this matte..

Should additional information come to. yoir .attention
~which you believe establishes a violation of the Act:, please

contact Michele DX Brown, the staff member assigned to this
O matter at (202)523-4175.

Si !ncerely,

Charles N. S teele
General Counsel



SE DEFRAL EL ECTION CO MMISS5ION
" -'i!,i WA SHINGTON, 0,C, 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Robert P. Johnstone
BARNES, HICKA, PANTZER AND BOY!D
13,13 Merchnts Bank~ Building
Indianapolis, Indiana 46.204

C' Re: MUR 1 145

~Dear Mr. Johnstone:

on January 21, 1980, the Commission notified you of a
...... complaint alleging that your clie nt,. the Indianapol.is Star,

may have iolated certain sections ofthe 'ederal Elece~T~i
Campaign Act of 971i,. as amended.

The Corn.ission, on , 1980, determined that. on
- the basis of the information in the complaint and informna

tion provided by you, there is no reason to believe that a
" violation ofany statute within isjurisdic tion has been

committed. Accordingly, the Commission has closed its file
in thiS matter. This matter will become a part of the

O public record within 30 days.

( Sincerely,

Charles N. steele
General Counsel



TEIDA PO IS ST + ,
T E INDA APLIS+ NEW ,S ; ++++i++

INDIANAP+OL!B NEW$PAPERS,# INC

EUGEN E S.PUL LIAI#

.... + :', ,3:+.,,," + February 5, 198<0

Mr. Charles N. Steele
General Counsel
Federal Elect£ion Comision

;- Washington, DC 20453

~Re : MIJR 1145,

Dear Sir,: i'

We: are in receipt of your letter dated January ;21,
198RO.

"+ :~This is tlo advise that Robert P... Johnstone, Barnes k
... Hickam, Pantz er & Boyd, 11313 Merchants Bank Building,

Indianapoliis:, Indiana 46201, (317) 638-1313, willl
........ represent us in this matter.

J?:' This letter constitutes notice that communications
from the Corriss ion regarding this matter may be

O directed to Mr. Johnstone.

Sincerely,

-'I

ESP : ag

+ I



BARN ES, HIK~AM, PANTZER & BOYD
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rEN CiER. Red AU Pyou DONANUE LEXOPencLsuS
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Mr. Charles N. Steele
February 6, 1980
Page 2

Mr. Luellan' s complaint, is completely without basis
in law or fact. The complaint algstat the Indian oiis
Stae by nU runng his annuncement of candidacy promptly,

,iltd2Us .C, §441. Mr. Luetlan is referring to Section
322 of teFederal Election Camaign Act of 1971, Pub. L.
No. 94-283, as renumbered by Pub. L. No. 96-187,: which pro-
vides :

Sec. 322. Fraudulent misrepresentation of
campaign authority. No person who is a candidate

_. for Federal office or an employee or agent of such a
candidate shall- -

(1) frauduently misrepresent himself or
" any commttee or organization under his control

":7 as speaking or writing or otherwise acting for
or on behalf of any other candidate or paoIitical

€ party or employee or agent thereof on a matter
which is damaging to such other candidate or

"- political party or employee or agent thereof; or

(2). willfully and knowingly participate in
..... or conspire to participate in any plan, scheme,

or design to violate paragraph (I).

That provision Qbvioulsly has no application to the situation
< about which Mr. Luellan complains. First, neither the

Thidianapolis $trnor Mr. Gelarden are "candidate[s] for
F ra office or . . employee[s] or agentis] of such a
candidate." See 2 U.S C. §431(2) (defining '"candidate,")
Second, Mr. Luellan has not alleged that anyone fraudulently
misrepresented himself as speaking or writing or otherwise
acting on Mr. Luellant s behalf. thus, neither the Star nor
its employees could possibly be deemed to have partTzcTpated in
or to have conspired to participate in a plan to misrepre-
sent Mr. Luellan.

Furthermore, it is clear that a newspaper's exercise
of editorial discretion regarding coverage of :a Congressioal
race is in no way limited by the Federal Election Campaign
Act of 1971 or Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 26, also mentioned
in your letter. Chapters 95 and 96 of Title 2& deal with
financing of Presidential primary and general elections.
The Federal Election Campaign Act, in addition to proiscribing
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fraudulent misrepresentation of campaign authority, regu-
lates contributi ons to and expenditures of candidates for
federal elective office. Intrusion into editorial discre-
tion was clearly not contemplated by COngress. Section
301l(9)(B) (i) of the Act, as amended by Pub. L. 96-2.87,
provides that the term expenditure t ' does not include "any
news story, commentary, or editorial distributed through the
facilities of any broadcasting station, newspaper, magazine,
or other periodical publication, unless such fa1cilities are
owned or controlled by any poiia atpltclcm
mittee, or candidate. See iuke ~aeo, 424 U.S.I
51 n.... 56 (1976). See also i!7 .Y]R.7T!O.7Tb)(3) (tracking

r, the statutory exclusion and specifying terms on which a
facility may cover a race involving a candidate who owns or

r,,, controls the facility); 11 C.F.R, §I0O.4(b)(8) (a similar
.. , exclusion of news stories, commentaries and editorials from
' the definition of "contribution.") The Star is not owned

,-,.or controlled by any political party, coii Ttee or candidate.

- - Finally, we are certain that the Commission recognizes
that this type of complaint is contrary to a newspaper 's

-" exercise of its First Amendment rights. In Miami Herald
.... Publishing Co. v. Trnillo, 418 U.S. 2,41, 258 (197Z , ..thEe

Supreme Court stated tha.t the "choice of material to go
ci into a newspaper, and the decisions made as to limitations

on the size and content of the paper, and treatment of public
:u issues and public officials - -whether fair or unfair --

.... constitute the exercise of editorial control and judgment.
It has yet to be demonstrated how governmental regulation
of this crucial process can be exercised consistent with
First Amendment guarantees of a free press as they have
evolved to this time." Certainly, the newspaper's choic
of materia:l with respect to Mr. Luellan's candidacy is clearly
protected by this decision. "

We suggest that Mr. Luellan's frivolous complaint should
be promptly dismissed without further investigation. Certainly,
the law provides that the, Commission should refuse to investi-
gate complaints that have failed to allege a violation of the

BAR NES., H CKA;M. PAN TZER & BOY D
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law. In re Ferl leto CapinAtLiatnFed..
Elec.Cmag i.Gie(CI 98 DDC 99 (s istain-
ing CommiiS on' s refusal to investigate numerous complaints
that failed to allege a violation of the law).

Yours very truly,

Robert P <~n one

RPJ : j z

BARN ES. H iC,:KAM,: PANTZE R & BOYO
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F EI)ERA L ELkECTI!ON COMMISSION

January 21, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Robert J. Lueilen
~1521 castle Hills Drive

New Cas tle, Indiana 4 736 2

Dear Mr. Luelilen:

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint
ofJanuary 9, 19 80, against the Indianapolis Star whi ch

, alleges vilations of the Federal Election Campaign laws.
Astaff member has been assig ned to analyze your allega-

~tions. The respondent will be notified of this complaint
within 5 days and reomnainto the Federal Election

" Commission as to ihow this matter should be initially
handled will be made 15 days after the respondent's notifi<ca-£~ion. 'You will be, notified as soon 'as the CommiSSion takeS

Cfinal action on your complaint. Should you have or rec~eive
any additional information in this matter, please forward it

'"to this office. For you' information, we have attached a
brief de script ion of the Commssion's procedures for
handlingcopans

Si n e re ly,:

Charles N. Steele
General COUntsell

Enclosure



~~FED ERALt ELECT ION CO MMI SSION

JanUary 21, 1980

CERTIFIED MAIL

Indianapo!is Star

Inianopolis, Indiana

Re: MUJR 1145

Dear Sirs:

" " ThiS letter is to notify you thaft you that on
~January 17, 1980, the Fedexal Elecrion Com~mission received

a complaint whicah .aiieges that you may have viltdcertain
e sections of the Federal Election Campagin Act of 1971,, as

amede. (th Act") orChapters 9.5 and 96 of Title 26,
U.s. Code, A ,copy of the complaint is enclosed. We have

T numbered this matter MUR 1145. Please refer to this number
in all future correspondence.

under the Act., you have the opportunity to demonstrate,
in writing, that no action should be taken against you in
connection with this mate. Your response must be Submitted

-- within 15 days of receipt of this letter. If no response .is
received within 15 days, the Commssion may take further
action based on the available information.

Please subrniL any factual or leg'al materials which you
~believe are relev'ant to the Commissions analysis of this

matter. where appropriate, statements should be submitted
under oath .

This matter wll re=main confidential in acordance with
,2 U.S .C. S 437g(a) (4) (B) and § 437g~a) (12) (A) unless you
notify the Commission in writing that you wish the matter
to be made publi.

If you intend to be represented by counsel in this
matter, please advise the Commission by sending, a letter of
representation stating the name, address and telephone numer
of such counsel, and a statement authorizing such counsel
to receive any ntfciosand other comlwnications from.
the Commi s sion.



If you hav'e any question s, please Contact£ Michelle Brown,the staff mber assigned to, this matter at (0)2-15
For your information, we, have. attached a brief aescription
of the Commission' s pr~cedure for handling cotmplain ..ts

General Counsel

Enci osure

1,. Compl aint
2. Procedures
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