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~~FEDERAL ELECT ION COMM ISSIONWASHIGTON.D C. 204b 3

Decemb er ?J., 19 79

CERTIFIE MAiL

Mt. Gerard P iel, President
Scientific Arerxican
41 Maion Avenue
New York, New York 10017

RE: MUR 10 90

Dear Mr. Piel:

I am forward ing .for your information the enclosed complaint

~which was received by the Commission,

The Commission has determined that, on the basis of the
~information in the complaint, there is no reason to believe that

a voainof any statute within its jurisdiction has been
i', ',-committed. :Accordingly, the file on the matter has been closed.

: S incereI ,
4...

~General Counsel

Eniclsur e

Complaint
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F EDE RAL E LE CTION COMMIS SIO N
wASHINGT ON, DC 20463

December 2)., 1979
CERTIFI ED MAI L
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

The Honorable Des Aspin
U. S. House of Representatives
442 Cannon House Office Building
Wa sh ing ton, D.C. 20515

RE: MUR 1090

Dear Mr. Aspin:

; Enclosed for your information is an add itional complaint
-- which was received by the Commission regarding the Scienti fic

Aerican advertisments.

The Commission has again determined that on the basis of
e" the ifraonin the complaint there is no reason to believe
~that a vilation of any statute within its jurisdiction has

been committed. Accordingly, the Comm ission intends to close
- this file on this matter, also.

sinc y

6General Counsel

" EncloSUre
Complaint
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ii FDERALELECTION COMMISSION

December 21, 1979

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETUR REEPT REQUESTED

Mr. Peter N. Jansson, Chairman
ReulcnParty of he First

Congrtess ional Dis tr ict of
WiScoins in

717 Center Street
Raciner Wisconsin 53403

RE: MUR 1090

-- Dear Mr. Jansson:

The F edea Election Commission has r eviewe the allegations
m, of your compaint dated OCtobr 16, 1979, and determined that on

the basis of the information provided in your oplit there is
no reason to believe that a violation of the Federal Elect ion
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, ("the Act") has been committed.

Accord ingly, po my recommendation, the CommisSion has
C decided to close the file in this matter.

Should additional information come to your attention which
~you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please contact

me. The file reference number for this matter is MUR 1090.

ChS$sT'tee e

Genral Counsel!
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BlEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTI!ON COMMISSION

In the Matter of )
) MUJR 1090

Congressman Les Aspin )
Scienti fic American )

CERT IFI CAT ION

I, Marjorie W. Einns, Secretary .to the Federal

Election Commission, do hereby certify that on December 210,

1979, the CommiSSion decided by vote of 6-0 to take the

~fol lowing actions regarding the above-captioned mater:

1. Find NO REASON TO BELXEV that
Scientific American and. Congressman
Le Api h violated 2 U. S.C.

~§44ib or 11 C.F.R. §114.2.

2. Close the file on this matter.

C 3. Send the letters attached to the
First General Counsel's Report
dated December 1 4, 1979.

C voting for this determination were Comm~issioners Aikens,

C riedersdorf, Harris, Mc~arrv, Reiche, ...and Tiernan.

Attest :

Secretary to the Comission

Received in. Office of the Commission Secretary: 12-14-79, 11:25
Circulated on 48 hou vote basis: 12-17-79, 11:0.0



MEMORA NDUM TO:

F'ROM

SUBJECT:

Marjorie W. Dhns

Jane Coigrove

MUR 10!90

: Please b ve the attached !'irst General Counsel's
~Report on MUR 1090 distributed to the Commission on a

48 hOtt tall'y basis.

~Thank- you.

C



FEDERALJ ELETION CO11 ISSION

• ..Washington, ... 20463

FIRST GENERAL COUNSEL'S REPORT

DATE AND TIME OF TRAhNSMITTAL ..... _______BY 0CC TO THE COMM /I SSI ONi Ut0 1i 4 i MUR:, 
7,7: , ,, ,,, O T # O i, p ................ p

BY OGC 11-1i5-79

STAFF MEMBER M- T~wr ....

COMPLAINANT'S NAME 1.. Peter N. Jansson

PESPONDENT' S NAME: Congressman Les Aspin, scientific American

RELEVA 4 STATUTE: 2 U.S.C. S441b; 11 C.F.R. S1!4.2; 11 C.F.R, §100.4

,JNT ER NAL REPORT'S CRECKED: None ..

C,,

.... ..... AC IES C. 1-IECKED : None -

~SUM ItARY OF AETIONS'

C In a notarized complaint dated November 12, 1979, it Was
alleged that scientific American violated 11 :C.F.R. S114.2 byhaving plcdi eea ainlpubli cations, advertisements

v': leartling Congressman Les Asp in.. The comp a in t fumrthe r s tate s t ha t
Congressman Aspin has violated section 441b of the Federal lcto

~~Campaign :Act " by knowingl iy ..accepting and rece iv ing a proh ib ited
corporate contribution.

ANALYS IS

These allegations have been considered by the Commisslion
recently in: MUR 1051. In that MUIR it was deemndthat, although
Congressman Aspin is a candidate as defined in Section 431(b)(2) of
the Act adalthough CnrsmnAspin is described in glowing
terms in the advertiSement,, the purpose of the advertisment is
to promote the sale of Scientitic American and not to endorse
RersnaieAspin's c an i'dacy......:.....

heCommission made: a tinin a no reason to believe in
MUR 1051. The Ottice of General CounSel recommends a finding
at no reason to believe in this matter also.
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RCOMMENDATION S
1. Find no reason to believe that Scientific Americanand Congre Ssman esAspin hav e violated 2 U.SC 5441'b or 11 C. F,.R.

S il .2 . ... .. . .

2. Close the file on this matter..

3.... Send teattached letters.

At tachmen ts

i. Complaint
2. Proposed letters to Mr. Jansson,. Congressman Aspin and

__ Sc ient ific American

C-!

C



ReulcnPryo icnin(11''
... , rLl: "l. f l ii r Fr lIRSI stcongressIOA ~4~t

,j5November 12, + ....

(.1, 7

Fed eral Elec tion Commiss ion
1325 K Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Commission Members :

Enclosed is a complaint pursuant to 2 Usc 437g
against-Les Aspin and Scientific American, Inc. We would
appreciate your careful, attention to t£his matter as soo~n
as poss ible.

Please feel free to contact us at any time for
add it ional informat ion.

Finally, we waive any confidentiality rights we
might have under the United SttsCode2 if any....

Very truly yours,

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF TH-E 1ST .CON<-

GRESSIONAL DIS TRICT OF WICONSIN

(7 !!

By / U-~ ~ L~eter N. j/fl55Ofl~ Chairman

e nc i.

l~:Zd IIAUNj&,

aZZ -

* a

V -
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flEFQR THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

REPUBtLICN PARTY OF T1HE 1ST CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT OF WISCONSIN,

Complainant

LES ASPIN, an individual, and

SCIENTIFIC AME RICAN,, INC .. , a corporation,

Re spon den ts

!1. This Complaint is filed by the Republican Party ol
the 1st Congressional District of Wisco..sin ("Comlin"), a .....

........ cns tituted po i itical par ..ty organ iza tion having a ma iing a d d ress

~~~of 717 Center Streett Racine, Wisconsin 53403, ...against LeS Aspin

~("Aspin"), an individual having a mailing address of 442 Cannon

Office Building, ............ WaShington,. .. .. .. D C. 20515, and scienifi America

Inc. ("'Scientific Am!erican"), a corporation having offices at

415 Madison Avenue, New York, New Yok10017.

2. This Complaint is filed under the Federal Eetc

Campaign Act, particularly Sect ion 437g(a) (1) of Title 2 of t.he

United StateS Code.

3.Apnha ohrceived contributions and nude ex~n-

ditures which were deSignated by Aspin for the 1980 primary for th:.

office of Representative to Congress. (See Exhibit A. ASpin's

report to the Fedetal Election, Commission filed on or about Oc~ckbr

9, 1979 for the July-September quarterly period.) Therefore, Asp. n
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is a candidate for such office within the meaning of the Federal

Election Campaign Act, specifically 2 Usc 431(b)..

4. On informration and belief:, Scientific American, a

corporation, has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act, speci-

fically at least 2 USC 441b(a), by making a. contribuition or expoi'[ . -

diture to. or on behalf of Aspin in connection with the upcoming

el~ection .. .....of a Representati ve to Congress ... ...from the 1st Cong ........ression~L

District of Wisconsin, by its actions including placement of a largec

(approx. 5/6thS of a page) advertisement in The Wall Street Journal

(Spebr17, 1979, page 17, Midwest Edition) , a copy of which is

attached as Exhibit fl; in the Washington Post (Septemer 24, 1979,

page A21), a copy of which iS attached as Exhibit C; in the New

~~~York Times.; and perhaps .in other regional, local, and...or n......ation al.

publications.

5. Such advertisements were circulated extensively in

cthe 1st Congressional Distri~ct: of Wisconsin, and in areas outside

O Wisconsin from which Aspin has obtained substantial contributions

~for his campaigns in the 1st District.

6. The aforesa id advertisement includes. (a) seven ii

ferent photographs of Aspin covering approximately two-thirds 3f

th lyoUt; (b:) a text the major pocrtion of which refers only to

Aspin and his alleged qualities arid including quotations from Aspin

and Cc) a quotable headline puffing Aspin ... Only' a minor portion of

Lhe text. deals with the magazine published by Scientific Amer can.

7. O inormation anid belief, the. aforesaidadetsen

could not be an "inde.pendent expenditure" by Scientifi ...erican-
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On information: and. belief, scientific American had prior communica-

tion with Aspin regarding the advertisement, and ASpin or his asso-

ciates participated inL creation of the advertisement, at least in

providing information and/or photographS to Scientific American,

and approved the advertisement prior to its initial placement in a

publication. Prior communication is shown by a statement in ASpin's

press release dated October 12, 1979, a copy of which is attached

as Exhibit D, particularly the underlined portion thereof.

8. Aspin has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act,

[ specifically .at least 2 Usc 441b(a), by knowingly accepting and

~receiving a prohibited corporate contribution, as set forth aboe.e

. 9. The aforesaid advertisement will improperly inflUernCe

~the election for Representative in Congress from the 1st Congres-

-- sionzd District of wisconsin.

10.. in view of such improper influen ce, the aforesaid

vilt oof the Federal Election Campaign Act have damaged and

C) will continue to damage the Complainant and the electorate of the

i1st congressional District of wisconsin.

11. On information and belief., the aforesaid violations

by ASpin and Scientific American appear iIkely :to continue unless

such are prevented by action: of the Federal Election Co....iss. on

under 2 USC 437g(a) (5) or otherwise. Aspin has stated the he is

not sure where else [the advertisement] will1 appear, other macn-

zines perhaps. " (See Exhibit E, a news article in the Racine

Journal-Times, October 3, 1979., ]page lB.)



Therefore, the Republican Party oethe 1lst Congressional

Distrtic t o f Wi sconsin requests that the Federal Election Comi ssion:

(1) Immediately institute a thorough and expeditious

investigation of this matter under 2 USC 437a(2);

(2) Take action as soon as possible to prevent further

viol~ations by ASpin and. Scientific American;

(3) Assess all required penalties; and

(4) Take such other corrective actions as are authorizet.

and appropriate under the law.

£~espec tfully submitted,

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE 1ST Z'
~~GRESS IONAL D ISTRICT OF WI scoN ?

State of wisconsin )

~County of Racine )

Peter N. Jarisson, beinq duly sworn, declares that all

statements made herein are true, or if made on information and

belief are believed to be true.

State of: Wisconsi
ss :

County of Racine

Swon t an suscrbed to before mc, this \>l~day of. Nov'ember, 1979.

My cofmissin i
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'* The asterisks indicate the inclusion of $380 to each of

the amounts given. This is to compensate for a check, which has

now been voided btwas previously listed as an expenditure 
on

the July 10, 1979 Quarterly Report (Schrrerler Ford,, Deposit for

van, $380, 6/14/79). This was i ncorrectly listed, as ,a compaign

expense.

C
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PRE SS. RELEAbS Fina f o'.-si
Frca~ Otb1..... . 'i Paper; f ...... cosi 3'

Con tact: a rren lelis or.NcinH cn;in ,5

Pn~ne: 202 22§-303i

ASPI' SAYS OPPOE.AT'S CF1ARGIES SVT '3 ACK AS ~~f~

..!AS:H1,,CTO;t'' , D. - - Rer. Les Aspin (D-'is.) said today .... his op ...n.n.... c..a....s

aia inst him w:eire simnply beinq na iled back by the Federal! El ec ti on Com.ission ( FEC ),

...The chartoes are patent :nonsense and the compl aint i snt even enailly val id, "

Aspin said.

"The Federal El ecti on: Comi ss ion w'as set uP to make el ections more fai) Asi

si "it'S asae e a fe t poicians try to. abuse the systen and; cain personal

pub~i city !by makini frivolouschre"

Th ECi isube ythe practice of sore candidates filini conplaints

_.solely for public impact, -but has been unable to. fi'-ure out a w,.ay to stop the practice.

r. ,As pi n' s o pponen t, Re pub1i ca n Do na ld W;al]s h, o f Raci1ne, ha d acc~used. Aspi n of

violating the federal election lawss because Scientific American ran ads in new-spapers

r¢ quoting him as a reader .of the magazine.

Th epub;i can. c~mp iined to the FEC that the Scienti f ic Ameri can ads w:ere an

ilea contribution to Aspn'ns cam:paign underasetooftelwttfrbd

poiical contributions of "an t.n noOf value by a corporation.

As n ad, I oul d have ben pore ho~nest if my opponent had pointed out in

,is f- esrees heca th.at appears .. ..after the, ",ords ...anythi ng of value. ' The

cla use says the ban appiies when the thinq of val ue i s 'for th~e purpose of influ ....nci '

a n, el ect ion..

"There is no way that the Scientific American ad is 'for .the purpose of

i nfl uenci ng' an el ect ion, " A:Sp i n sa id.

"In the first place, I an not, yet an announced caddt.Second, the ads ran

,.more than a year before the el ection.

5Ku1(..r.
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- Wahn raps As pin for ad
"Republi~an c-ongressional .candidate Donald Walsh

charged tody that U.S. Rep. Ls Aspin lent hi msefn
his office :to commercial endorsement with a Scientific
American advertisemenL

Th agazie's promotional ad, running five-sixths ofaSpage, appeared last month in theWall Street Jo:url, the
:Washington Post an :the New York Times.... .

It pitrsAspin in front o( the Capitol, six smaller pic-
tures Showing him with: hiS dg at ,a congressional hear-
ing. playing te:nis and meeting with cons.tuents.

The magazine cited Aspin as 'an outspoken ad-voczate
and authoriy" on inflation and SALT II, said he takes a
"hard line: against inflationary waste and etaaac,
andis. asostr.e.cll placed on the Ho'4se Armed
Services Committee." ... • .....

The ad noted :Aspin wrote the lead aric le in Scientific
A..merican's February issue, analyzing U.S. 'surveillhnce
capab:iities related :tO SALT. The ad said: Asina has been areader for five years-and "a gown number........ of... newsstand
buyers and subsribers around the world join Les Aspin:

I '- /

Walsh i:s seeking the Republica nomination :for the
Ft~rst District seat Aspin ha :held for nine :years.:

"'In: light of the recenpt pa ase voted to members .of
Congress, by themselves,. I have to ask why Aspin is seek-,
ing this ObvioUS commercial endorsemen~t bu:sines,"
Walsh said in a release.

Sai A..pin ... iscmetasmeIm getting paid for
it.e. • -aid he was not paid for the, ad, ai tioughhbe: received

$1.500 for the article, and also voted1 against the pay raise;,
-which :the: Senate has rejected . . ...

He didn't seek the: ad but instead was approached by S ci'
entific America, a worthwhile publication,, Aspinsad

Walsh said he questioned the "ethics of a hldler of hi 5
of fice "who. stoops to seeing this tyeof adverti ,ir~g
strictliy for hyping his campaign, and promoting magaze

the First District, "'although I'm not sure where el.se it
will appear, other magazines perhaps."

, . .. .. .. ..1 1. ....3 .. -

5X14u3!F E



Urited Techologies U. tord,

its Pratt & Whitney A rra grup was
being hurt by strikces at key suppliers anid
that deliv ery schedes had been stretched
out as a result.

Pratt & Whtney customers include

Corp. iund McDontell Douglas Corp, both
wit heaquarers ui st. Louis. Boeing and
Gener-al ajmnc. sad they had been ii
formed by Pratt & Whitey that rthey couild
expet late delwver" of some jet engines :tis
year :a next. Officials. of Mc)Gnrief Dog,.
las could-n't be raced over the weekendfr
comment.

The strtkes in question involve Fati
Bern :Co,.. a cvision Of Textron Inc., and
:Lad:sh Co. The Pfnir strike stilil is under
way: and wh:ie. the five-rmonth strile at La-
ish ended reently; the! conmpany has yet t
resume deliven~s to Prtt & Whitney.

UntdTehnoirges said i;t doeSn' t ex-

tsoverall busns results: in t9?9. 'The
most serious upacet on deliveries i tSi'

matO ffed.S )xcur in h ind t~re.. al rhchte
..the fft ofteLiihsrk."Uie

Te .et ,,c fhe Fa.ft strike will b
ev:aate-d ".,,'en prodctin i.s restumed," the
company sax. We are hopeful the dispute
vwIl be settJe in te near futu re., In the in-
terim, Ur.±ie,, ta.ing every pOSSible mea,

rnon,;&r..i, s.,rtes that: are develOpng,

...re uza rwa~s are: ncreas,

ifl, & ,L'ucmrtm Sea""e'Boin
sa'd that the late. dlveres 'fjet engines:

lieist cus,:mers this yea. but{ that

:Full recover:- to sc.eules is expected by
the t-n cf t') or ear~yl 9,Boeing added.

...tt. .... .... als su pIi e s engnes o

crait may be eliv.ed soin

e:fect. il ay,L co. ....e-, -o~tmn

Cr rect ion s
& Amp lif"ications

TYW L.A )PACRE iN"=Ca ,con,-ete

!hi r....... pmr , ,,it qia~) ritin of Ar
mnrCe irade,:ra.,..sasun vaud :at about

ez,.rur d;r,'n icorreci
'.. t, ti ..... . 2::-, a: Arm aJur~ y o

cr -

The Congressmanwhoiscampaigning

ot rixnrng an ng

+.

,.,, ,. ;,.,, .-,, ,+ , , ;" ., 2-, ..... ...', ,'< ..... .,:



'S. Ac ,n. ConvesSCna ro Scosn , s
•. .- , a-, : d cc ade :ared authorit :on t¢vO of

, ... . ..... . . ..... .. a :t. ,aca emc credenbais c f a
. ., .5. a B .. sumnra c ;,

c:; : . e : h odes scolr:a.hD

......... uyO., ... . , r se and, for tw o years. an:
...... t P'v 2' ... Eccnomnics ati Maque: e

....... . --- c c' " , : Government

... : S ~ ' .. .. . .. ., .. ,, ". . ..

• a.n,, ,aseand e... ... .. ... -

• t --- e ,,,, ? .~ :ur e,;, fee r ..... I:  a +< .

-,. :, ine C vate sector :by estab shng
": r":h', es VY "" r ... .flesmei m

S:-c Armed:' ces Cc<" rn'ttee w*h' c

C ....... c:h""J Of ot :e US£ -USS A. ta<.,
~ e ~ r 7 ...... -,. .As n ha -rq- -:h

rebu~ai to the most o~en hea.rd cOj ction tora:tn a[q the d :ffc u:! of verfv,,ng Russian
comroD <ce., Ate a thiorocugh analysis of U.
sun. e" 32:e: ca~gx ;. es. ,tspln concludes:

-The Ui, S A ...has amc:e means tQ detec,
aey a::emc,.: by the U.S S P to gain a signifi-

c~m.r C~ nae~ vo~otepactr

o .. ' '~ ..... n is. s: n: maeL ..... x :r d with :our

r'; acrn;lfOC3D aa:tiHe5. 4 et2needed a
:uo.ca 22 2e,'ae2 treat[ment n a ouOi; cat~On
:n~a: oc-'.,2. ,ede~s. Coth n a-d out: of gov-
ern.men>, eae re so~rCS '.: tO

Les A :yc krov,, S*1"2:5 F T[C AMER CAN',
.ve e aS ee a r.32er 'or :"re rcast five years.
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SF EDE RAL E LECTION COMMiSSiON

hWASHINGTON. D C. 20463

CERTIFIED MAIL

Mr. Peter N. Jansson, Chairman
Re public an Par ty of the First

Congressional District o~f
WiSCOnS in

7.17 Center .Street
Rac¢ine, Wi s con si n 53403

R: MUR 1 090

Dear Mr. Jansson:

(- The Federal Election Commission has reviewed the allegations
of your. complaint dated October 16, 1979, and determined that o

(V the basis of the information provided in your complaint, there is
no reason to believe that a vi!olation of the Federal Elect ion

~~Campaign .... ... . ..... ......Act of 1971, as amended, ("the .. Ac.t" ) has .beencommitted:.

Acco0rdingly, upon my recommendation , t he Commissi on has.
~decided to close the file in this matter.

Should add itional informa tion come to your attention which
r you believe establishes a violation of the Act, please contact

me. The file reference number for this matter is MUR 1090.

S incerely,

Charl es N. S teel e
General Counsel



FDEA ELECTION COMMISSI!ON

Its, ASHINCTON, 0 . 204b1

CERT<IF IED MAIL
ETR ECITREQUESTED

The Honor able Les ASp in
U. S. HouSe of Representative~s
442 Cannon Wouse Office Building
Wa sh ing ton, D. C. 20515

RE: MUR 1090

Dear Mr. Aspin:

e;' Enclosed for your information is an additional complaint
which was received by the Commission regarding the Sinfic

S Aer ic an adver t isme n ts

~The CommiSSion has again determined that on the basis of
the infrainin the complaint there is no reason to believe
that a viation ot any statute within its jurisdiction has;

: been committed., codigy the Commission intends toclose
thiS file on this matter, also.

~Sincerely,

Charles N. Steele
~~General! Co unsel

cc. Enclosure
Complaint



FEDE RAL E LECT ION COMMISSION
WASH!INGTON. DC 0463

CERT IF IED MA IL
RETURN RCITREQUESTED

Mr. Gerard Piel, rsdn
Scientific Aeia
415 Md ison Aeue
New York, New York 10017

RE: MUR 1090

Dear Mr. Piel:

i am forwarding for your information the e nclosed comiplaint

which was received by the Conuission

e, The Commission has determined that, on the basis of the
~information in the complaint, there is no reason to believe that

a violation of any statute within its jurisdiction has been
-committed. Accordingly, the f ile on the matter has been closed.

" Sinc erel y,

Charles N. steele

G General !Co unseli

: Enclosure

Complaint



F EDER AL EL ECTION COMMISSION

Novmbr15, 1979

r:. Peter N. Jansson
Chairmnan
Republiican Party
1ST Congressional Distric~t
State of WiSconsin
717 Center Street
Racine, WisconSin 5340 3

Dear Sr. Jansson:

This is to acknowled~ge receipt of your complainto.. No....... 12,..... 199 allegingS violations of the
Federal Election Campaign Laws. A staff member has
zeen assigned to analyze your allegations and a
reco~nmendati.on to the Federal Election Commission,
as to how this matter should be handled Will be made
s ,o r tly. You will be notified as soon as the Commissiondetermines what action Should be taken. For /your
information, we have attached a brieff description
of the Commission's preliminary procedures for the
handling off complints.

S incereliy

Hal! Ponder
Assistant Generl Counsel

~nc los urc



~RirsT congressIo~n %.:1 ')N °

November 12, 9

Fed e ral Ele ction Commissio, n
135K SreN. W.
Washington, D. C.

~Dear Commission Members:

Enclosed is a complint pursuant to 2 Usc 437g
against Les Aspin and Scientific American, inc. We would
a~papprec iate your careful attention to this matteor as soon

* as possible.

Pliease feel fre to contact us at any time for
aditienal information.

Finally, we waiv any confidentiality rights we
n ight have under the United States Code, if any.

Very truly yours,

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE 1ST CON-
CGRESSI!ONAL DISTRICT OF WISCONS iN

er-tc ..

LZd t
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is a candidate frsuch. office within the meaning of the Federal

Election Campaign Act, Specifically 2 Usc 431(b).

4... On information and belief, Scientific Atmerican, a

corporation, has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act, speci-

fically at least 2 USC 441b(a), bymaking a contibton o expen-

diture to or on behalf of. Aspin in connection with the upcoming

election of a Representative to congress from the 1st Congressional

District of Wisconsin, by its actions including placement of a large

(approx. 5/Gths of a page), advertisement in The Wall Street Journal

C (September 17, 1979, page 17, MidweSt Edition), a copy of which is

attached as Exhibit B.; in the Washington Pos t (September 24, 1979,

page A21), a copy of which is attached as Exhibit C; :in the New

~York Times; and perhaps in other regional, local, and/or national

__ pubiica tions.

5. Such advertiSements were circulated etnilyin

~the ist Congressional District of WisconSin, and in areas outside

c iiscon sin from which Aspin has obtained subs tantial cont ribut ions

~for his campaigns in the 1st District .

6. The aforesaid advertisement includes: (a) seven d if-

ferent photog raphs of Aspin covering approx imately two-thirds o f

the layout; (b) a text the major portion of which refers only to.

Aspin and his- alleged .........qualities and including ......quotations from Ascin;..

and (c) a quotable headline puffing .Asp~in. Only a minor portion o~f

the .....text deals with the magazine published by Scientific American.

7. On information and belief, the aforesaid advertisement-

could not be <an "independent expenditure" by Scientific Ameican ...



BEFORE THEi FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

!REPUBLICAN PARTY OF TEE 1ST CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT OF WI SCONS IN,,

Complainant

LES ASPIN, an individual, and

SC IENTIFIC AMRICAN , INC., a crporation,

Res pondent S

C 0 14 P L A I N Tr

1. This Complaint is filed by the Republican Party of

' ~the 1st Congressional District of Wisconsin ( "complainant ") ., a du~y

constituted political party :organization having a mailing address

of 71i7 Center Street, Racine, WiSCOns in 53403, against Les Aspin

~( t"Aspin t) , an individual having a mailing address of 442 Cannon%

C Qffice Building, Washington, D.. C. 20515, and. Scientif ic America,

!~nc. ("Scientific American"' ), a: corporation, having offices .at

415 Madison Avenue, NwYr, New.ork .0017

2. This Complaint is filed under the Federal Election

Campaign Act, particularly iSection 437g(a) (1) of Titl~e 2 of the

United States Code.

3. Aspin has both received onrbtnsand made exp.on-

diture .... which were designated by Aspin for the 1980 primary for r:;e

office of Representative to Congress. (See Exhibit A. Aspin's

report to the Fedeoral Election Commission filed on or about October

9, 1979 for the July-September quarterly period.) Theref ore, Aspin



oninformatio and belief, Scien ti fic American had prior communica-

tion with Aspin regarding the advertisement, and As pin or hisaso

ciates participated in cremation of the advertisement, at least in

providing information and/or photographs to. Scientific American ,

and approved the avrientprior to its initial placement in

publication9 Prior communication is shown by a statement in Aspins

press release dated October 1.2, 1979, ...a copy of which is attached

as Exhibit 0, particularly the underl.ined portion thereof.

8. Aspin has violated the Federal Election Campaign Act,

' specifically at least 2 usc 441b(a), by knowingly accepting and

m receiving a prohibited corporate contribution, as set forth above .

' 9. The aforesaid advertisement will improperly influe~nce

~~the election ifor iRepresentative in Congress from. the 1st Congres-

sional District ofWsosn

10. In view of such improper influence, tne aforesaii

r violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act have damaged anid

will continue to damage the Complainant and the electorate .of thce

ist Congressional District of Wisconsin

11. On information and belief, the aforesaid violations

by Asp in and Scientific American appear likely to continue unless

such are prevented by action of the Federal Election Commission

under 2 USC 437g(a) (5) or otherwise. ASpin has stated the he is

"ntsure where else [the advertisement] wilil appear, other ma~l.-

inspras" (See Exhibit E, a news a rticle in the Racine

Journal-Times, October 3, 1979, page lB.)



Therefore, the Republican Party of the 1st Congressional

District of Wisconsin requests that the Federal Election Commission:

(I) lIniediatelty ins titute a thruhand expeditious

investiqation of this matter under 2 USC 4 3 7a(2);

(21) Take action as soon as .possible to prevent further

violations by Aspin and Scienti fic Amnerican;

(3) Assess all required penalties; and

: (4) Take such other corrective actions as are authorized

m- and appropriate under the< law.

Respectfull y submitted,

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF THE 1ST CON,-
~GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF WISCONS I

By ...
~P ter N J son, Chnairman

<C State of Wisconsin
)s s:

SCouinty o f Racine )

Peter N, Jansson, bei$ng duly sworn, declares that all

statementS made herein are true, or if made on informatio0n and:

belief are bel.ieved to Ue true..

Saeof 'Wisconsin

County o'f Racine

Sworn to and subscribed to. befor e me this \..ytday of November, 19 79

£4y commission ~., ~



FE~ VOJ~Y'~~J
RfW'S~P
ra~u~ry. l~7$

Oe.ai te"'hOrl Coinmsior
~ ;~b l( Str..t. N W
~" asi1~r.gtor~, D.c. 2Q46i

REPOT O R ~~T~1OEXPENDITURES '"FOR A CAN AT5 COMMIT E
SUPPORTING CAN IDT(S) FOR

NOMINATION OR ELECTIO:NTO FEDERAL OFFICE ,

(Except for Can dt datIes or, Comie o.evn eea Matching :Funds)
17~ ~
1~~'

Not.: Convruer..s eLrgtOrJgd by a candidaw to iecerve conr,,~ut~ons and make e.ipendtues ~ COI7h#'l
4
iO~ij~ti ~ g~j~ Q~re e~ec lsC~~ mull fnasfl Jail'

tepalele recotds watt ,eIpect to each cIecLOn. I.) 7
- - ~ ~A I. ~

Name, of Cmd'dat, or Committee in full).

Acldress tnejrber arid ;street)

Ciy. Stai' and ZiP COde

4 Type 0
]

Report (tcheCk approptuate bOuiesl'

2 lO.No.""' Q - -

C.nd.date/Cornmiitee

3 a~s&NTA-r&IJI&~. Wig,
Of lice Sought. Steic/Distrect (if apOficablel

5S7~ Lie I
,,,~ c fades sdfeetta peiilyrpre

OApril 10 Quartery Repoul

o; January 31; Anrwat Report

_ i4mOnth:)

Tenth day reporti preceding electron

on ..._________________-.......... .. an the Sta te of' ___._:______, __:: . .
Idate)

Q: Thrteth :day reort 'foltovvrn e!,-a_____cttionl

.... in ei . State of - __

(date)

Q T:ermination Report

0 Amendment rr

This ,~ a report lpr 0 General flecteori Primary and C'*neral C Other (~pecral. runoff. etc.)

SUMMARY OF: R EC:EPTS :AND EXPENcD!TURES
(Figures may b. round tQ .neare dollar.)

I 1 1 \')q~* 7 b~~-\dO Column A

S Cower.rigf'e~d - - ~

't Cash on hand January 1* 1979. . . ~.f< ~ ~,

.. ..... ..an .at ....n...f.r. o. in pe. o .... ...
$Totarcept , (from tine,,19) . .:s .\IiI 1q> 3Qi;

(a)Su~ua1 (Ad ln~ 7an S10 Cumn A an liUe n COPum 8)...

~T:a e'. endtur"es (fro tine 25) OCT.. 1 .. 9. 1979 ..... .

11 Vawe of OontribuOed items on ha: zL. eif,1O OnU hano 1

~roare

......... Co lumn B

$ 3..~g~ .....o .:,?o 7":

$ £2
______________

$ I

I :cerif, t ha1 i have e arnined th is, Repor an d to the best of my kn o:lede ard: beli ef it, is. true,.c~sZ- ~nd c i ete../

..... (Tpe .Nae... r....r... an~dte ."a- te e:bt T easaro Cand.iate)

c'; Se e 
4 4 1

j1 see rr.re' e rde c fo'r')

Contact iurai* h t' on, 0 C: ?0463 F re 318:

)' l. ....... ..is '-ers ons of F f C :f QR?.iM 3 ~re ....;'-oie~ did 9i s .. .i:ulid rio 1y ':r Ur: us ed.

COUNTY CLERK

Year of EIecteo~ ~L1 ~



,, . .. .t J ' . ....5- " A N... -X- '-N D' " ' 'E $"

REPORT COV ER IN G T HE P!E

Column A
• - RECEIPS

/ 0. (JO 0...

1 4. Consrutaonl from In diid ual I tnclud.fg conl~ribut ions :n: ktndL]

(a) ltwm,u~ld loi# S:hedule A).........................................

(bI| Unite 'ni ed:.................................................""
Ic) -Sli ilni Collections included abovEI

L's! bY e vtft of' 1Temo Schedu-iS D ($S _____._......__

Id:) Su LtOla of coritrbutt* tiO tfl in iduals................................

15. Trar nst Irons Political Comnmit-tees
tt F und s tor afftiatedliauthofited cOmmittee (itemize on Sclhedule A

tlebIfdilf of am.ount) ...............................................
f b r undi fr om o ther coramit t ( {Itemi ze on Sche dote A rosa tds ess of am ou nt|. ;..

(ci Co tr, butioifl in~ksnd from-polit.cal Cofmmlittee5

IlIt'm,.e on Schedule A. regardless of ,mounift)..........................

(di Suttstl of tanfrtleS in and contributions ;in-kind from p~liti *l commitee ...

16. Othe tncome:
, iwe'?,ed (use Schedule A)............................................

.) Un nterfied.........................................................
'.)S .b ta! of other income................................. .............

17. Loar'$ andi Loan Repaymerit ReCeved:

i.) Iatecmized [(use Schedule A)............................ ...............

fb) U~~tmtZid............................. " ...........................

(W I) Sjbiotai of loas and loan rpavrnent5 received............................

18. Refurit , Rebates. FReturns Of Depositv"

( a)themized lute Schedulte A)..........................................

(tbA)Uni emi=zid -................. "..... ..............................

p S + o,,aIl of refunids. rebatet, retu+rn.s o1 depoits..........................

l r- To ta
t R~teceiptS ............ .......................................

EXP ENtDITUR ES

- 0 -$

$ -0-

to 1 qo. 20

52 :...

-o

-c -

- I I -

Thit P~r iod

$ -- "

$ . ' .

$ ..- o-...$ .

$ LLIQ~
$.....................
$.....................

(a)| Itemed-n; fu$e S~hedule B
L
) ................... ... '.........................$

fbi: U-iemti o..........t, ........................................................ $!

2" a) !temzed (us Scedu e ................................. ,...........

fbiS U mze.. . ..................................................... . $

Te-i~er Oon Tr Shedul 2 , o.....a..o..n............................

TO: CI/21 47(i

Column B

Calendar Yer To oa}t.

..... _ -.....

S. ,o o.

__312 ...

.-" 0 -

o,!2L ....

S -JO - 4 r ... . .,

-0-ft -.

_ -L L C ...... ..

f He., $ 7L ~~

... 0 . ,

..... : ,, .. ... ........

I

S:



* Te ast er iSks indicate the inclusio of $3L80 to eac h of

the amoufts' given. This is to compensate for a check which has

now been voided but was previously listed as an expenditure 
o~n

the July 1.0, 1979 Quarterly Report (Schmerler Ford, Deposit for

van, $380, 6/14/79). This was inco'rrectly listed as a compaign

expense.
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Friday,. October 12, 1970, F.,. Papers P.O fox 211

Contact:, ''arren }elsoln kecine, ''isconsin ..... 'A

Pnone: 2012 225-3031

ASP I2 SAY S OPPO2 E1iT' CNARGES5 SE2?T 'TACK AS i,'VALU!

•ASH"aCTO;' D.C. .....Rep. Les Aspin (D- 'is.) said .to'av his op nnent's charnes

against him ; iere simply being nailed: back by the Federal ,Elect'ion CoT. ,ssion (FEC).

"The charges are patent nonsense and ,the complaint isn't even leially 
valid,"'

Aspi n sa id.

Ln- "The Federal Election Comfission :tas set up to make ,eleCtions more fair,. Aspn

:said."It"' s a ,shame wihen a feb-: politicians try to: .. .. abuse the system and gain .. ..personal

publici ty !by mak ina frivolous chaBrges."

The FEC is disturbed by the practice of some candidates filinn' complaints

Ssol~ely for public impact, ibut has been unable to finure out a ,':ay to stop the pr'actice.

A spin'S opponen Republican Donald lIalshi of Pacine, had accused Aspin of

viol ati ng the federal el ecti on 1 av5 because Sci enti fic Ameri can ran ads in ne'.!spapers

Vquoting him as a reader of the magazine.

The Republi can compP'i nei to the FEC that the Scientific: Amercan ,ads 
.,iere an

ilegal contri bution to Aspin's campaign under a section of the la: . that forbids

poitca.cntibtin of any't hing of value' by a corporation.

,A::n; said, "It w>ould have been more honest if rw opponent had pointed 
out in.

his press :releaSe the: clause that appears after' the ,fords 'ntigof value. The

cause :says the ban applies w'hen the thing of value i~s 'for the pnurpose of influencing'

an el ec ti on.

"There i s no way that tlhe :Scientifi c Amer ican ad, is ' for t he pur~pose of

influencing' an el.ection,:" Aspi:n said.

"In the first place. I am not yet an announced candidate. Second, the ads ran

more than a year before the election.
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Wash rps :As spin frad
-Repubic an congressional candidate DonaldWah

charged tody tht U.S. Rep. Le Apin! lent himself and
his office t o commercial enoseet With a Scetifk
American advertsmet

The, ragazine' s promotal ad running five-sixthS of a
page, appere last month in theWall Stret Journalthe
Washington Post and :the New York Timen.:

:It pictue Aspin in front of the: Capitol, six smaller pic-
tures showing him wit his do, at a cogessional hea-
in:rg, playin~g tenns and: meeting with contituents.

fli'e magazine cited Aspin as "a outspoken adoae
and authority" on inflation and SALT II. said be takes a

hadline against I!nfinary waste an extrvgance,"
aend is "also strategically placed on the House Armed

Service Cmitt.". .. .. ;
The ad ,noted Aspin wrote :the lead artilen Scientific

American's February issue, analying U.S. surveillarce
capabilities related to SALT. h ad sad Ai a been a
reader for five year and "a growing numbe ofnewsstan
buyers and s ubscribes ,around the world join Lea Aspin
each mon th.'*

W!:alsh isseeking ithe Republican nominaton for :the
First Ditrict set Aspin ha held for nn years.

"In light of th recent pay ras voed to mem bers of
Cogrss by themselves I have: to aswy Aspin is sek-

Said Aspin: '"Hi comments assme I'm getting paid for
it." -

lie said he was no pad for the ad, although he reeived
$1500 for the artile, and als vte against the pay raise,
which the Senate hsrejlected . -

lie didn't seek thead but instead was aproached by Sci.
entile American. a worthwhile umbication, Aspn said.

Walsh Sai he questioned the ethics o a holder of high
ofc"who stoop to seeking, this typ of: advertisin

strtly for :hyping :his camaig,and promotlig magazine

the First District, "alboig I'm net sur where else ittl
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