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Honorable Henry J. Hyde
U. S. House of Representatives
Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Mr. Hyde:

I have received your letter of March 9, 1976, suggesting
that certain Members of Congress and associations may have
violated provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971, as amended, by jointly' participating in a lawsuit
against the postal service paid for by the associations.
After reviewing the matter, I have concluded that no apparent
violation of the Federal Election Campaign Laws is involved.
The article you forwarded contained no suggestion that the
Congressmen in question are receiving any form of political
contribution "in connection with an election," to quote the
relevant language of 18 U.S.C. S610. Accordingly, I have
recommended to the Commission that the file be closed.

If further information comes to your attention which
~ubelieve establishes a claim on matters within the Com-

mission's jurisdiction, please feel free to write and apprise
me of them. The attorney assigned to this case was Neal
Janey (Telephone No. 202-382-4055).

Sincerely yours,

SI~rc1:J< ~. G ~UrhyJr.

John G. Murphy, Jr.
General Counsel
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
Washington, D). C.

Complainant'I s .Name: Henry J. Hyde, Representative from Illinois.

Respondent's Name: National Association of Postmasters; and Nationdl
League of Postmasters..

Relevant Statute: 18 U.S.C. S010.

Internal Reports Checked: Aone

Federal Agencies Checked: ____________________

SUUMARY OF ALLEGATION

Respondents have made illegal contributions by paying for a lawsuit

-against the Postal Service in which they are co-plaintiffs with

44 Members of Congress. The lawsuit seeks to prevent the Postal

Service from closing rural post offices.

PRELIMINARY LEGAL ANALYSIS

The bare allegation-that a corporation is Raying for a lawsuit in

which Congressmen are co-plaintiffs does not establish a contribution

in connection with an election."

RECOMMENDATION

The file in this case should be closed and Mr. Hyde so notified.

There is no need to notify respondents.____________
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March 9, 1976

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

In reading the enclosed article, it occurred to me that

44 Congressmen accepting financial aid from the National

Association of Postmasters to subsidize this lawsuit might

be the acceptance of an illegal contribution. I would like

your opinion on this. If it is not illegal, then is this

subsidy of a lawsuit a "contribution" to each of the

plaintiffs ?
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Federal Election Commission
1325 K Street
Washington, D.C. 20005



(1) Classified Information

___(2) Internal rules and
practices

(3) Exempted by other
statute

(4) Trade secrets and
commercial or
financial information

(6) Personal privacy

(7) Investigatory
files

(8) Banking
Information

(9) Well Information
(geographic or
geophysical)

(5) Internal Documents

Signed ViMACLIM
date __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

FEC 9-21-77

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

The above-described material was removed from this
file pursuant to the following exemption provided in the
Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b):


