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Why the Audit

Was Done
Federal law permits the
Commission to conduct
audits and field
investigations of any
political comumittee that is
required to file reports
under the Federal
Election Campaign Act
(the Act). The
Commission generally
conducts such audits
when a committee
appears net to have met
the threshold
requirements fodN

prohibitions 2
disclosure requiragE—.
of the Act.

Future Action
The Commission may
initiate an enforcement
action, at a later time,
with respect to any of the
matters discussed in this
report.

1 2U.S.C. §438(b).

About the Committee ¢.2)

The Office and Professio pI®zefInternational Union -
Voice of the Electorate i§ a separa e gated fund of the Office

Committee Orgamzatlon P

Financia! Activity (-2 %x .

Receipts N
o Contrikiitionsiyge Ind1v1du 14 $456,043
o Offsets 1o Opérating xp;enﬁtures 11,000
o Rafunds froxﬁ FederaliGandidates 2,567
& 4,064
$463,674
$ 69,086
gputions to Federal Candidates 323,500
¢ 126,156
fl'otal Disbursements $518,742

ding and Recommendation (p. 3)

Misstatement of Financial Activity
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Part I
Background

Authority for Audit

This report ia based on an audit of the Office and Professional Employees International
Union - Voice of the Electorate (OP-VOTE), 2 undertaken by the Audit Division of the
Federal Election Commission (the Commission) in accordance with the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the Act). The Audit Division conducted the audit
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. §438(b), which permits the Commission to conduct audits and field
investigations of any political committee that is required to.filexa repor%,,dnder 2US.C
§434. Prior to conducting any audit under this subsectloﬁ*’the Co - -{ ss1on must perform
an internal review of reports filed by selected commltt&s to determ1 e reports filed
by a partictdar cammrittee meet the threshold requiremeé tbfor ﬁbstan mphahce
with the Act. 2 U.S.C. §438(b).

Scope of Audit ﬁ

Following Commission approved procedures, the \udit staff evaluat%d ydrious risk
factors and as a result, this audit examined:

1. The disclosure of individual contributorsg occupal ion and namefof employer.

2. The consistency between reported ﬁgures and bank records.

3. The completeness of records.
4. Other committee oprrations neees'gur) to the review.

;-
3 4

£

e

2 On September 28, 2010, OP-VOTE filed an amended Statement of Organization and changed its name to
J B Moss Voice of the Electorate Fund (VOTE).



Part 11
Overview of Committee
Committee Organization
Important Dates OP-VOTE
e Date of Registration July 28, 1976
¢ Audit Coverage January 1, 2,99;(.;4)_9@:%@3 31, 2008
Headquarters Washirgil%;h, DC i
< &i «
Bank Information 4 ki
e Bank Depositories 2 g —
e Rank Accounts : 5
Treasurer

e Treasurer When Audit Was Conducted EMary MiHor _

Management Information _
o Attended FEC Campaign Firiancg@ emminar | Yes 3~
e Used Commonly Available Campaign Yes
Management Soffware Package .
e Who Handled#Accounting and ’Paid Staff
Recordkeeping Tasks e |
j [ ]
Overview of Financial Activity
1 - ﬁudited Amounts)
N e
Cash on hand @ January I, 2007 $311,759
o Contributions from I;_;ﬁ/iduals 456,043
o_ Offsets to Operating Expenditures 1,000
o Refunds from Federal Candidates 2,567
o Other Receipts 4,064
Total Receipts $463,674
o Operating Expenditures 69,086
o Comntributions-to Federal Candidates 323,500
o Other Disbursements 126,156
Total Disbursements $518,742
Cash on hund @ December 31, 2008 $256,691




Part III
Summary

Finding and Recommendation

Misstatement of Financial Activity
On its reports as originally filed with the Commission, OP-VOTE underreported
disbursements by $171,938 for calendar years 2007 and 2008. Inresponse to a
discussion at the exit conference, OP-VOTE provided a detail &plunég‘t‘ion of how the
initial underreporting occurred as well as steps taken to éliminate uture reporting
problems. In response to the interirn audit report, Cou‘écl for OR-VO'l L= again stated
that OP-VOTE has impiemanted or is in the process a ignplnnftgnting immpraved %
procedures. (For more detnil, see p. 4) h
‘o
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Part IV
Finding and Recommendation

| Misstatement of Financial Activity

Summary

On its reports as originally filed with the Commission, OP-VOTE underreported
disbursements by $171,938 for calendar years 2007 and 2008. In response to a
discussion at the exit conference, OP-VOTE provided a detailed é‘xPlanatmn of how the
initial underreporting occurred as well as steps taken to eh;ﬁ‘mate “-f ¢ reporting
problems. In response to the interim audit report, Con.;%gtel for OPSVOTE agdin stated
that OP-VOTE hus imiplemenied or is in the process af unplementing improved 4
procedumes. d ’

ES

Legal Standard ¢

Contents of Reports. Each report must disclose:

e The amount of cash on hand at the beginning and cnd of the reporting period;

e The total amount of receipts for the reporting pmod dnd fo%the*glendar year;

e The total amount of disbursements for the reporting p@rmd and for the calendar year;
and . — S

e Certain transactions that requn&lﬁémlzatlon o
Schedule B (Itemized Disbursenients). 2 U.S

4

LS

a A (Itemized Receipts) or
434(b) (1), (2), (3), (4) ad (5).

Facts and Analysis

The ongmal difelosure reponts liled by OP- v OTE with the Commission for calendar
years 200~ afid 2008 underre ported disbursginents by $171,938. A major portion of the
underrcporting ($151,000) occurred during the Post-General reporting period for 2008
(chabu 16.&0 November 24, 26 3). OP-VOTE discovered the problem, and on its own
initiative, nl&l unended reports which materially corrected the underreporting.

This motter was dpciissed atghe exit conference. In response, Counsel stated that the
person in charge Jﬁl’lling rﬁs was on maternity leave frami Augnst 2008 tn md-
October 2008, and rewprned on a part-time basis. She returned to full-time on January S,
2009. The Post-Gengral report was compiled and filed by the then part-time employee
transitioning back to full-time status, and another newly hired but inexperienced
employee. Counsel believed that the error was the result of the lack of clear assignment
of responsibilities to, and oversight of, part-time and new employees. In addition,
Counsel stated that OP-VOTE is currently reviewing their accounting, reporting, internal
control, and oversight policies so that they may be brought into accord with the
Commission’s regolations and Best Practices for Committee Management guidelines.
OP-VOTE is also procuring on-line reporting software, which will liave many buiit-in
safeguards and compliance checks; t replnce its current software.



Interim Audit Report Recommendation and Committee Response
The Audit staff recommended that OP-VOTE provide any additional information or
comments that it considers relevant to this matter. In response, Counsel again stated that
OP-VOTE has implemented ar is in the process of implementing the improved
procedures described above.




